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METHOD OF DETERMINING ANSWER 
SUPERVISION AT A LINE APPEARANCE OF 

A PUBLIC SWITCH TELEPHONE 
NETWORK 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates, in general, to the connec 
tion of an originating network node to a network switch via 
a line appearance and, more particularly, to the determina 
tion of answer supervision at the line appearance by the 
originating network node. 

In many instances, far party answer supervision cannot be 
passed backwards through the telephone network to an 
originating network node which is connected to a line 
appearance of a network switch. Unfortunately, some recent 
applications require answer supervision to the originating 
network node for proper operation. Accordingly, there is a 
need for a method for an originating node which is con 
nected to a line appearance of a network switch to determine 
answer supervision from signaling which is present at the 
line appearance. Preferably, this method would be simple to 
implement and reliable in determining answer supervision. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This need is met by the invention of the present applica 
tion wherein audible ring, which is provided to all line 
appearances, is detected and used to determine whether or 
not a far end party has answered, i.e., answer supervision, 
for equipment connected to the line appearance which 
requires answer supervision for proper operation. 

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a 
method of determining answer supervision at a line appear 
ance of a public switch telephone network comprises moni 
toring the line appearance to detect ringing tone received at 
the line appearance and timing for a ?rst period of time from 
call origination. If ringing tone is not detected at the line 
appearance within the ?rst period of time, receipt of answer 
supervision is indicated. If ringing tone is detected at the line 
appearance within the ?rst period of time, the timing for the 
?rst period of time is canceled and timing for a second 
period of time is started from the cancellation of timing for 
the ?rst time period. The timing for the second period of 
time is restarted each time ringing tone is detected at the line 
appearance during the second period of time with receipt of 
answer supervision being indicated if ringing tone is not 
detected within the second period of time. 

Timing for the ?rst period of time preferably comprises 
timing for a period of time substantially equal to ringing tone 
cycle time plus post dial delay time for the public switch 
telephone network. Timing for the second period of time 
preferably comprises timing for a period of time substan 
tially equal to ringing tone cycle time. 

In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, a method of determining answer supervision at a 
line appearance of a public switch telephone network com 
prises monitoring the line appearance for receipt of ringing 
tone, indicating receipt of answer supervision if ringing tone 
is not received, and indicating receipt of answer supervision 
if ringing tone is initially received and is terminated. 

Indicating receipt of answer supervision if ringing tone is 
not received preferably comprises indicating receipt of 
answer supervision if ringing tone is not received within a 
?rst period of time substantially equal to ringing tone cycle 
time plus post dial delay time for the public switch telephone 
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2 
network. Indicating receipt of answer supervision if ringing 
tone is initially received and is terminated preferably com 
prises timing for a second period of time substantially equal 
to ringing tone cycle time, restarting the timing for a second 
period of time each time ringing tone is detected within the 
second period of time, and indicating receipt of answer 
supervision upon expiration of the second period of time. 

In accordance with yet another aspect of the present 
invention, apparatus for determining answer supervision at 
a line appearance of a public switch telephone network 
comprises a ringing detector coupled to the line appearance 
to detect ringing tone received at the line appearance. A?rst 
timer times a ?rst period of time from call origination with 
receipt of answer supervision being indicated if ringing tone 
is not detected at the line appearance within the ?rst period 
of time and the timing for a ?rst period of time is cancelled 
if ringing tone is detected at the line appearance within the 
?rst period of time. Asecond timer times for a second period 
of time from cancellation of the timing for the ?rst time 
period, the second timer being restarted for the second 
period of time if ringing tone is detected at the line appear 
ance during the second period of time. Receipt of answer 
supervision is indicated if ringing tone is not detected within 
the second period of time. 

In accordance with still another aspect of the present 
invention, apparatus for determining answer supervision at 
a line appearance of a public switch telephone network 
comprises a ringing detector coupled to the line appearance 
to detect ringing tone received at the line appearance. 
Receipt of answer supervision is indicated if ringing tone is 
not received, and receipt of answer supervision is indicated 
if ringing tone is initially received and is terminated. 

In accordance with an additional aspect of the present 
invention, apparatus for determining answer supervision at 
a line appearance of a public switch telephone network 
comprises a switch and a ringing detector coupled to the line 
appearance to detect ringing tone received at the line appear 
ance. The switch is programmed to indicate receipt of 
answer supervision if ringing tone is not received, and if 
ringing tone is initially received and is terminated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a connection of a wireless 
circuit mode data call to a Class 5 central of?ce; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a conventional wireline 
connection of a circuit mode data call to a Class 5 central 

of?ce; 
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of a 

wireless digital loop carrier of FIG. 1 which is operable in 
accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating detection and 
monitoring of audible ringing tone to determine answer 
supervision in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating call connection after 
answer supervision has been determined; and 

FIG. 6 is a How chart illustrating determination of answer 
supervision in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

While the present invention can be used in any application 
where answer supervision is required by an originating 
network node or other equipment which is connected to a 
line appearance of a network switch, it will be described 
herein with reference to a wireless circuit mode data call for 
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Which it is particularly applicable and initially being used. 
Reference Will noW be made to the drawings Wherein FIG. 
1 is a block diagram of a representative connection 100 to a 
class 5 central of?ce 102 of the public sWitch telephone 
netWork (PSTN). As illustrated, a computer 104 of a cellular 
customer is connected to a cellular telephone 106 Which is 
shoWn as communicating via a cell site 109 With a Wireless 
digital loop carrier (WDLC) 108, for example a SESS digital 
cellular sWitch (DCS) 110 Which is commercially available 
from Lucent Technologies. The WDLC 108 is then con 
nected to the Class 5 central of?ce 102 using, for example, 
conventional TR303 or V5.2 links. The WDLC 108 makes 
the cellular customer appear as a standard land line appear 
ance to the Class 5 central office 102 giving the customer 
Wireline services on a Wireless telephone, i.e., the cellular 
telephone 106. Such a conventional Wireline connection is 
shoWn in FIG. 2 Wherein a computer 104‘ is connected to the 
Class 5 central of?ce 102‘ directly via a Wireline 112 With a 
conventional Wireline telephone 114 being shoWn connected 
to the computer 104‘ for alternate connection to the Class 5 
central of?ce 102‘ in a conventional manner. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of the 
WDLC 108 of FIG. 1 for operation in accordance With the 
present invention. The WDLC 108 includes the DCS 110, a 
TR303 interface 111, a packet sWitch unit 116 for routing 
data packets, a timeslot interchange unit (TSIU) 118 for 
routing calls and a ringing tone detector 120. The ringing 
tone detector 120 can be implemented in a variety of Ways 
as knoWn to those skilled in the art. For example, the ringing 
tone detector 120 can be implemented in a conventional 
manner in softWare, hardWare or, as softWare controlled 
hardWare and is coupled to the TSIU 118. An executive 
cellular processor complex (ECPC) performs the central 
processing betWeen the cell site 109 and the DCS 110. Adata 
interWorking function (IWF) 122 is interconnected to the 
DCS 110 to convert the packetiZed data from the DCS 110 
to a modem signal that can be sent over the PSTN. The IWF 
122 includes a terminal adapter (TA) 124 Which interfaces 
the packet sWitch unit 116 to a modem 126. The problem 
Which the present invention addresses results from the 
inability of the TR303 interface 111 t 0 support ansWer 
supervision on all line appearances and the protocol used 
With the IWF 122 requires the DCS 110 to signal When the 
far end ansWers a call. For example, ansWer supervision can 
be provided on special lines, such as those used to connect 
pay phones; hoWever, normal end user lines With desired 
features, such as caller ID, normally do not have ansWer 
supervision capability. Normally, the DCS 110 detects far 
end ansWer via ISDN user part (ISUP) trunk signaling and 
sends a connect message to the IWF 122 so that it can 
connect or train With the far end modem or facsimile. 
Without an indication from the far end that the far end has 
ansWered the call, reliable originating data connections 
cannot be realiZed for the WDLC 108. AnsWer supervision 
is also required for billing purposes in that it is used to mark 
the start of a call for billing purposes. 
The present invention overcomes this problem by 

enabling the originating netWork node or DCS 110 to 
determine far end ansWer by means of the audible ring Which 
is provided from the PSTN via the Class 5 central of?ce 102. 
More particularly, ansWer supervision is presumed to exist 
When audible ringing tone is initially detected and then 
eventually is no longer detected or, in cases When call 
connection takes place before audible ringing tone is 
present, presuming that ansWer has occurred, for example 
after a post dial delay plus the ringing tone cycle time. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating detection and 
monitoring of audible ringing tone by the WDLC 108. 
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4 
During setup of a Wireless circuit mode data call, the ringing 
tone detector 120 is controlled by the DCS to monitor for 
audible ringing tone. In particular, as shoWn in FIG. 6, once 
the outgoing call has been originated and outpulsing of the 
corresponding called number has been completed, a ?rst 
timer T1 is started under control of the DCS 110, see blocks 
150, 152. The ringing tone detector 120 is activated to detect 
Whether ringing tone is on, see block 154. If ringing tone has 
not been detected and the timer T1 has not expired, the 
ringing tone detector 120 continues to monitor for ringing 
tone, see blocks 154,156. If timer T1 expires Without audible 
ringing tone having been detected, it is presumed that the far 
end has ansWered and the call is setup, see block 158 and 
FIG. 5. The time period for the timer T1 is set to substan 
tially equal the ringing tone cycle time plus post dial delay 
time normally encountered in the PSTN. To ensure 
reliability, it is preferred to include a small additional 
amount of time in the time period for the timer T1 to 
accommodate normal tolerances Within the PSTN. A com 
mon ringing tone cycle time is equal to approximately six 
seconds With audible ringing tone being applied for four 
seconds folloWed by tWo seconds Without ringing tone 
applied, i.e., silence. The post dial delay preferably is set to 
the maximum likely to be encountered in the PSTN but can 
be selected to an appropriate period of time dependent upon 
the experience of a particular DCS. 

If the timer T1 has not expired and audible ringing tone 
is detected, the timer T1 is stopped and a timer T2 is started 
under the control of the DCS 110, see blocks 154, 160,162. 
After the timer T2 is started, audible ringing tone continues 
to be monitored, see block 164. When audible ringing tone 
stops, a check is made to see Whether the timer T2 has 
expired, see block 166. If the timer T2 has not expired, the 
ringing tone detector 120 continues to check for the reneWal 
of audible ringing tone, see block 168. If the timer T2 
expires before ringing tone is once again detected, it is 
presumed that the far end has ansWered and the call is setup, 
see the block 158. HoWever, if audible ringing tone is once 
again detected, the timer T2 is reset/restarted and the process 
continues. The time period for the timer T2 is set to 
substantially equal the audible ringing tone cycle time. To 
ensure reliability, it is preferred to include a small additional 
amount of time in the time period for the timer T2 to 
accommodate normal tolerances Within the PSTN. 
The determination of ansWer supervision based on audible 

ringing tone is substituted for the ansWer indication that is 
normally received on trunks, e.g., ISUP trunks. Audible 
ringing tone monitoring is performed only upon demand 
from the ECPC 170. Accordingly, additional data is stored in 
the ECPC 170 to identify lines for Which ansWer supervision 
is determined using audible ringing tone detection as 
described so that the ECPC 170 can appropriately control 
the DCS 110 to monitor audible ringing tone as described. 
After it has been determined that far end ansWer has 
occurred, the WDLC 108 connects the customer path 
through the IWF 122 as shoWn in FIG. 5. 
While the present invention has been described With 

reference to a Wireless circuit mode data call, it should be 
apparent from the above description that ansWer supervision 
can be determined by essentially any equipment connected 
to a line appearance of a netWork sWitch of the PSTN by 
monitoring audible ringing tone as disclosed in the present 
application. 
Having thus described the invention of the present appli 

cation in detail and by reference to preferred embodiments 
thereof, it Will be apparent that modi?cations and variations 
are possible Without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion de?ned in the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A method of determining answer supervision at a line 

appearance of a public switch telephone network, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

monitoring said line appearance to detect ringing tone 
received at said line appearance; 

timing for a ?rst period of time from call origination; 
indicating receipt of answer supervision if ringing tone is 

not detected at said line appearance within said ?rst 
period of time; 

canceling said timing for a ?rst period of time if ringing 
tone is detected at said line appearance within said ?rst 
period of time; 

timing for a second period of time from canceling said 
timing for said ?rst time period; 

restart timing for said second period of time if ringing 
tone is detected at said line appearance during said 
second period of time; and 

indicating receipt of answer supervision if ringing tone is 
not detected within said second period of time. 

2. A method of determining answer supervision at a line 
appearance of a public switch telephone network as claimed 
in claim 1 wherein said step of timing for a ?rst period of 
time comprises the step of timing for a period of time 
substantially equal to ringing tone cycle time plus post dial 
delay time for said public switch telephone network. 

3. A method of determining answer supervision at a line 
appearance of a public switch telephone network as claimed 
in claim 2 wherein said step of timing for a second period of 
time comprises the step of timing for a period of time 
substantially equal to ringing tone cycle time. 

4. A method of determining answer supervision at a line 
appearance of a public switch telephone network said 
method comprising the steps of: 
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monitoring said line appearance for receipt of ringing 

tone; 
indicating receipt of answer supervision if ringing tone is 

not received within a ?rst period of time; and 
step of indicating receipt of answer supervision if ringing 

tone is initially received and is terminated comprises by 
performing the steps of: 
timing for a second period of time substantially equal 

to ringing tone cycle time; 
restarting said timing for a second period of time each 

time ringing tone is detected within said second 
period of time; and 

indicating receipt of answer supervision upon expira 
tion of said second period of time. 

5. Apparatus for determining answer supervision at a line 
appearance of a public switch telephone network compris 
ing: 

a ringing detector coupled to said line appearance to 
detect ringing tone received at said line appearance; 

a ?rst timer timing a ?rst period of time from call 
origination, wherein receipt of answer supervision is 
indicated if ringing tone is not detected at said line 
appearance within said ?rst period of time and said 
timing for a ?rst period of time is cancelled if ringing 
tone is detected at said line appearance within said ?rst 
period of time; and 

a second timer timing for a second period of time from 
cancellation of said timing for said ?rst time period, 
said second timer being restarted for said second period 
of time if ringing tone is detected at said line appear 
ance during said second period of time, wherein receipt 
of answer supervision is indicated if ringing tone is not 
detected within said second period of time. 

* * * * * 


