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To all zohom‘it may concern: 
_- l_3e it known that I, FRANK W; MERR'ICK, a 

citlzen of the United States, residing at Bos 
/\t0l], in the‘ county of Su?olk and State of 
5v Massachusetts, have’linvented certain new 
v‘and useful Improvements in Seam-Closing 
Strips, of which the following is a speci?ca 

. tion, reference beinghad therein to the accom 
panying'drawings. . ’ 

In the manufacture of articles from leather 
or similar material-as, for example, in the 

_ manufacture of ' boots and shoes-closing 
_7 strips are introduced into certain seams— 
such, for instance, as the back seam of a shoe 

is and the seam up the leg of a boot-¢—in order 
to give a ?nish and prevent the thread of the 
stitches from showing in the seam when the 
?nished side of the article isviewed.‘ The 

‘ closing-strip is laid in position between the 
20 two pieces of leather or other material which 

are to be stitched together, usually at or near 
their edges, and the Sewing then- is elfected, 
the stitches passing through all three. The 
stock then is “turned”—that is, the two 

2 5 pieces of leather or other material are spread 
apart into substantially the same plane with 
each'other——and the seam is beaten out, and 
thereby ?attened. When the completed Seam 
is viewed from the exterior or ?nished side of 

30' the boot, shoe, or other article, the edge of the 
closing-strip is visible and gives a ?nish to, 
the Seam. V In the manufacture of some classes 
of articles—‘?ne work, for i_nstauce—the clos 
ing-strip which is employed is‘ so \thin and 

35 narrow and also so ?exible‘ or pliable‘ that, 
although the sewing-machine by which the 
stitching is performed is provided with a 
welt-guide for use in introducing the closing 

a strip, the needle in descending is liable to de 
40 ?eet the'strip more orless completely later 

‘ ally when its point strikes the same, so that 
the needle either penetrates the strip we 

'10 

near the edge of the latter or does not carry‘ 
_ the thread. through the strip at all. One aim 

‘45 of my invention is tov obviate this tendency of 
‘ the seam- closing strip to become de?ected 
laterally by the action of the needle bypro 
viding a seam-closing strip so shaped that 
ordinarily instead of becoming misplaced by 

50 the tendency of the needle-point tooccasion 
de?ection of the strip the strip shall be caused 
by the action of the needle-point in striking 

, show‘ii, 

thereagainst to seek its proper position in the 
Seam, so that the line of stitches shall pass 
through the strip at a proper distance from 
the edges of thelatter. Sometimes the clos 
ing-strip employed is so very thin and in con 
sequence the edges of the same and the pieces 
of leather between which the strip is secured 
lie so closely and ?atly together that when the 
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seam is beaten out all three edges are pressed ‘ 
over together to one side or the other and lie 
superimposed instead of becoming separated 
or spread out from one another in a com 
\pletely ?attened out condition. Another aim 
of my invention isto obviate such disadvan 
tageous result by making provision to ocea 
sion a tendency of the edges to open or sepa 
rate at the back of the seam .su?iciently to 
insure the complete and proper Spreading and 
?attening of thepseam in the ‘course of the 
beating-out operation. ‘ - 
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The invention will be described ?rstwith _ 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which I have illustrated the same, and after 
ward ‘will be particularly pointed out and 
clearly de?ned in the ‘claims at the close of 
this speci?cation. ' ' 
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Figure 1 of the drawings Shows,on a consid- , 
erably-enlarged scale, a short length of scam 
closing strip embodying my'invention. ' Fig. 
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2 is a view representing a cross-section of ‘ 
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a view representing in cross 
section a slightly-modi?ed form of closlng 
strip. Fig. 4 is a sectional View on a scale 

_. which is somewhat largerthan is ordinary in 
practice, showing a seam made with the aid 
of the closing-strip of Figs. 1 and 2. 
Having reference'to Fig. 4, l and 2 desig 

nate what may be said to represent two pieces 
of leather, only the portions thereof which are 
at and immediately adjacent the seam being 
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3 designates the closing-strip, which . 
is introduced between the said piecesltjand ' 
2 at the edges of the latter, andt designates 
the line of Stitches passing through the said 
pieces of leather and the strip and ‘fasten 
ing all three together. 5 designates the edge 
of the closing~strip which is visible on1 the 
side of the seam which is meant to be ex 
posed to view.-- - . 

In accordance with my invention I groove 
.the closing-strip longitudinally, as at 6, be 
tween the side edges thereof, rl‘he grooving 
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is well de?ned, as shown in the drawings. 
- When now the pieces 1 and 2 of Fig. 4la're 
laid ?at together with‘ the closing-strip 3 be-, 
tween them and are fed tothe needle of the 
sewing-machine by which the stitching is per 
formed, the grooving aids the point of the 
needle in each descent of the latter in ?nd 
ing the proper place in the strip where the 
latter should be penetrated. ' Thus when 
ever the point of ‘the needle strikes the sur-v 
face of the strip it tends to ?nd its way into 
the depression of the groove in such surface, 

- the said point by its action against the'sides 
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of the groove de?ecting thev strip slightly, 
but sufficiently to'accomplish the desired re 
sult. The breadth and vform of the grooving 
may vary somewhat in- practice. 1 It may be 
either narrow, as'in Figs. 1, 2, and 4, or ,as 
in Fig. 3, in which last-mentioned ?gure the 
depth is greatest next the side of the strip 
which is exposed in the seam and gradually 
diminishes toward the opposite side. The 
stitching 4, Fig. 4, draws the pieces 1 and 2 
tightly together on the opposite faces of strip 
3, the eifect being to compress portions of 
pieces 1 and 2 slightly into the grooving of 
strip 3, more or less after the‘ fashion which 
is meant to be indicated inFig. 4. .At the ' 
back of the scam the free edges of pieces 1 

and 2 are spread or separated by-the lower 
side of strip 3, .with more or less tendency to 
diverge, after the fashion which is sought to 
be indicated in Fig. 4, and hence in the op 
erati n by which the seam is beaten out the 
spreafili'ng apart-and ?attening of the back of 
the seam are e?ect'ed readily and uniformly. 
In preparing the closing-strip for sale in the 
market I preferably round the side 5 thereof, 
as in the drawings. ' . 

I claim as my invention—'-. ' 
‘1. The improved seam-closing strip com 

prising the narrow ‘strip having the longitudi 
‘nal grooving, as at 6 in the surface thereof 
formed intermediately of the .width thereof, 
substantiallyas described. . . j g 

2. The combination with the pieces of 
leather or other material, 1, 2, of the closing 
strip 3 placed between the‘ said pieces and 
having the longitudinal grooving‘ at 6,and the 
line of stitching 4 uniting the three and pass 
ing through the grooved portion of the said 
strip, all substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I af?x my signature 

in presence oftwo witnesses. ' > 

Witnesses: 
CHAS. F. RANDALL, 
WILLIAM A. COPELAND. 
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' FRANK W.‘ . MERRICK. ' 


