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(57) ABSTRACT 

A computer system (10) that alloWs a user to automatically 
access one of a plurality of Internet Service Providers Which 
require information speci?c to the user and/or the ISP (12) 
to be accessed. A smart card (14) contains the information 
speci?c to the user and/or the ISP (12) to be accessed, and 
a smart card reader (18) reads the information contained on 
the smart card (14) When inserted into the recess 16 of the 
smart card reader (18). A computer (24) is provided having 
a Central Processing Unit CPU (22) that is in communica 
tion With the smart card reader (18) and Which is also 
adapted to be connected to the ISP (12) via telephone line 
(30). An application program (26) resides on the CPU (22) 
and is con?gured to automatically retrieve the information 
contained on the smart card (14) When it is inserted into the 
smart card reader (18) and to use that information to gain 
access to one of the plurality of ISPs via the netWork by 
using one of a default access number indicating a designated 
ISP (12) and a local access number from a database (28) 
containing a list of access numbers for the plurality of ISPs 
along With corresponding location information for each 
access number in the list. The computer system (10) may 
further comprise an online advertising server (82) for serv 
ing advertisement information to the user based on pro?le 
information of the information speci?c to the user contained 
on the smart card (14). 

25 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 

50 

VERIFY 
ID? 

YES 

ISO /-\-52 
CONNECT 

DATABASE 



U.S. Patent Sep. 14, 2004 Sheet 1 0f 7 US 6,792,464 B2 

@136 
Trigger Detection “488 

No C is trigger detected? 

Yes 

A . . . 90 pplication T rigger w 

Application "M92 

Fig. 1 



U.S. Patent Sep. 14, 2004 Sheet 2 of 7 US 6,792,464 B2 

No C Application Trigger x94 
launch application? 

Yes 

Application m 96 

Fig. 2 



Sheet 3 0f 7 US 6,792,464 B2 

‘1 

~\ 

A 

N 4 
N 

m .wE 

n I I . . I. E 

U.S. Patent Sep. 14, 2004 

22 
k 

33 

am 



U.S. Patent 

14 

Sep. 14, 2004 Sheet 4 0f 7 US 6,792,464 B2 

36 40 

38 

Fig. 4 



U.S. Patent Sep. 14, 2004 Sheet 5 0f 7 US 6,792,464 B2 

18 

44 

Fig. 5 



U.S. Patent 

S 
LOCAL 

62 

USER SELECT 

LOCAL Y 
66 

J, 

Sep. 14, 2004 

CARD IN 
CARD 

READER 

l 
CALL 

REQUEST 

LOCALS 
ISPLAYE 

COUNTRY 
ll ISPLAYE I 

Wm, 

coum‘Y 58 

DISPLAY 
LOCAL ISP 

Sheet 6 0f 7 

Fig. 6 

US 6,792,464 B2 

ISO 
CONNECT 

N52 



U.S. Patent Sep. 14, 2004 Sheet 7 0f 7 US 6,792,464 B2 

K“ (a % 
SMART 

SMART CARD ONLINE 
CARD —-> READER ADVERTISING 

SERVER 
ATTACHED 

TO PC 

USER’S ‘ l 
PC 

A 

Fig. 7 



US 6,792,464 B2 
1 

SYSTEM FOR AUTOMATIC CONNECTION 
TO A NETWORK 

This application is a continuation of PCT International 
Application No. PCT/US00/04250, ?led Feb. 18, 2000, 
designating the United States of America, Which claims 
priority of Australian Application No. AU 17394/99 
(PP9281), ?led Feb. 18, 1999, the contents of Which are 
hereby incorporated by reference into the present applica 
tion. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a computer system that 
alloWs a user to automatically connect to a netWork service 
provider, and more particularly, to a system and method 
Which alloWs a user to automatically connect to a netWork 

service provider by using a data card (i.e., a “smart card”). 
A smart card is a card that is approximately the siZe of a 
credit card and stores electronic data on a microchip for use 
in a variety of applications. The present invention also 
relates to an online advertisement system that accesses user 
pro?le information stored on a smart card to provide adver 
tisements speci?cally tailored to the user’s pro?le. 

BACKGROUND ART 

With the increasing use of information technology to 
access and exchange information over a netWork, in addition 
to the emergence of commercial transactions Which have 
been taking place over open netWorks such as the internet, 
it has become necessary to store information (particularly 
about a user) in a secure manner. One method of securing 
information is by a smart card. A smart card is approXi 
mately the siZe of a conventional credit card; hoWever, 
instead of having a magnetic strip Which stores data on the 
card, smart cards usually have a microchip embedded Within 
their structure. The microchip stores information in the form 
of electronic data Which may be of use to the smart card user. 

Essentially, smart cards can be categoriZed into tWo 
distinct types, namely “contact smart cards” and “contact 
less smart cards.” Smart card readers are devices that read 
information contained in a smart card microchip. They are 
typically connected to a computer so that information in the 
smart card chip can be relayed to the computer. 

“Contact” smart cards are typically inserted into a smart 
card reader. These cards have a microchip on one side of the 
card Which makes contact With an electrical connector 
contained Within the smart card reader. Data is eXchanged 
betWeen the chip on the smart card and the electrical 
connector of the smart card reader. 

“Contactless” smart cards do not have an eXposed chip on 
one side of the card, but have an antenna embedded Within 
the card itself. The antenna transmits information to a 
coupler unit or “smart card reader” Which is also ?tted With 
an antenna. The antenna alloWs information to be eXchanged 
Without physical contact having to be made betWeen the 
smart card chip and the smart card reader. 

Typically When a smart card is inserted into a reader 
mechanism, the embedded chip transmits a message to the 
host machine on Which the reader is attached. This message 
typically acknowledges card insertion into the reader mecha 
nism. 

Existing applications that utiliZe the smart card are 
launched by a human user after the smart card is inserted or 
before the smart card is inserted. In the general case of 
application launch before card insertion a prompt Within a 
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2 
typical application requires users to insert and then acknoWl 
edge card insertion through a prompt. In the general case of 
application launch after card insertion a similar acknoWl 
edgment is also required. 

Internet Service Providers (ISPs) or Internet Access Pro 
viders (IAPS) are companies that provide individuals and 
companies With access to the internet and to other related 
services, such as Website building and hosting. Auser of an 
internet service typically accesses the ISP from his or her 
computer via a telephone line so as to gain access to the 
internet. The ISP usually requires the user to enter particular 
information in relation to the user, such as a login name and 
passWord Which is then checked against the ISP’s database 
to verify that the user is registered With the ISP. Traditionally 
ISPs have been located Within their oWn regional areas and 
therefore the user typically dials a local number to access the 
ISP. 

Problems can occur When the user uses his or her com 

puter to log on to the ISP (e.g., such as on a business trip 
using a laptop computer) and the number recorded in the 
computer for the ISP may be different (i.e., different area 
and/or country code). It is then necessary for the user to enter 
in the area code (or country number if he or she is overseas) 
for the ISP and pay for a long distance call. Alternatively, the 
same ISP may have a local number Within the particular 
locale in Which the user is located at a particular time. 
HoWever, the user typically has to physically search for the 
local ISP number in the particular locale in Which he or she 
is located. Furthermore, delays in the time it takes for a user 
to access the internet can result Whenever the user is in a 
different geographic location or happens to use a different 
computer. 

Moreover, there is a need for a simple Way to provide 
advertisements to a user Which are speci?cally directed to 
that user’s tastes and characteristics. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to overcoming the 
problems in the prior art regarding the inconvenience of the 
user having to physically search for the local ISP number in 
the particular locale in Which he or she is located, or the 
increased cost in paying for a long distance call if this search 
is not performed, or the delays in time it takes for a user to 
access the internet When the user is in a different geographic 
location or happens to use a different computer. 

The present invention is also directed to an online adver 
tisement system that accesses user pro?le information stored 
on a smart card to provide advertisements speci?cally tai 
lored to the user’s pro?le. 

According to one embodiment of the present invention, 
there is disclosed a computer system for alloWing a user to 
automatically access one of a plurality of netWork service 
providers Which require information speci?c to the user 
and/or the netWork service provider to be accessed, the 
computer system comprising: 
a data card Which contains the information speci?c to either 

the user and/or the netWork service provider to be 
accessed; 

a data card reader adapted to access at least part of the 
information contained on the data card When the data card 
is in communication thereWith; 

a data processor in communication With the data card reader 
and adapted to be connected to a netWork; 

an application program resident on the data processor, the 
application program being con?gured to automatically 
retrieve at least part of the information contained on the 
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data card When the data card is in communication With 
said data card reader and to use the information to gain 
access to one of the plurality of network service providers 
via the netWork by using one of a default access number 
indicating a designated netWork service provider and a 
local access number from a database containing a list of 
access numbers for the plurality of netWork service pro 
viders along With corresponding location information for 
each access number in the list, 

Wherein the application program is immediately triggered 
upon insertion of the data card into the data card reader. 
The data card typically comprises a microprocessor for 

processing the information stored Within the data card, a 
memory component Which enables the information to be 
stored Within the data card and a communications interface 
for transferring the information from the data card to the data 
card reader. 

The communications interface may include an antenna 
embedded inside the data card so as to communicate the 
information betWeen the data card and the data card reader. 
In such an embodiment, the data card reader also has an 
antenna embedded inside so as to receive/relay information 
from/to the data card. 

Alternatively, the communications interface may include 
a contact connector and the data card reader may include 
electrical connectors so that information can be received/ 
relayed from/to the data card When the contact and the 
electrical connectors are in physical contact. The commu 
nications interface of the data card may make contact With 
a communications interface located on the data card reader. 
In some embodiments of the invention, the data card is a 
smart card and the data card reader is a smart card reader. 
The data card may also contain a battery for storage of 
poWer received from the data card reader When it is con 
nected thereto. 

Preferably, the data card is inserted into a recess provided 
Within the data card reader. Typically, When the data card is 
inside the data card reader, the electrical connectors on the 
data card reader detect that a data card is inserted in the data 
card reader and an activation code is generated by the 
microprocessor and is sent to the data processor. The acti 
vation code is then sent to the application program. 
When the activation code is received by the data 

processor, the application program instructs the CPU to 
generate a code to establish a link With the netWork service 
provider by instructing a modem to dial a default number to 
access the netWork service provider via the netWork. Hence, 
by inserting the smart card into the smart card reader, a 
connection is automatically established With the netWork 
service provider. The default number may be the number of 
a netWork service provider local to the user. If the dial-up 
sequence is via a netWork such as a telephone line, the phone 
number of the netWork service provider may be part of the 
speci?c information contained on the data card. 

If the user is located in another city or indeed in another 
country, there Will be a different country and area code 
required and the number dialed by the application program 
Will not connect to the netWork service provider. In such a 
situation, the application program Will also include a logic 
code Which determines that a connection has not been made 
and shall generate a message to the user requesting that they 
input the country and/or the city in Which they are currently 
located. 

Optionally, the application program may contain a data 
base detailing a list of the countries, the associated locale by 
area codes Within those countries and may also include a list 
of netWork service providers Within each country and local 
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4 
area location. In some embodiments of the invention, the 
message generated by the application program may generate 
from the database, the list of countries on a graphical 
display. Typically the user Will then select the country he or 
she is located in at a particular time. Once the country is 
selected, the application may then generate from the 
database, a list of locales by area code associated With the 
selected country. The user then selects the locale in Which he 
or she is located. The application program then notes the 
locale and retrieves from the database, the country code 
and/or the area code of the location. 

Alternatively, the database may be stored on a memory 
means such as a compact disc read only memory (CD ROM) 
accessible by the data processor. Or, the database may be 
stored in a remote server accessible by the data processor. 

In one embodiment, once the application program knoWs 
the locale of a user, the number of the nearest netWork 
service provider located in the locale is dialed by the data 
processor via the modem. In other embodiments, the user 
may have a designated netWork service provider and the 
application program then dials the number of the designated 
netWork service provider and the appropriate country and 
area code. Optionally, the application program may provide 
the user With a choice as to Whether they Wish to use their 
designated netWork service provider or a netWork service 
provider in their present locale. Furthermore, the application 
program may provide the user With a choice of netWork 
service providers from Which to choose in a particular 
location. 

Typically, the netWork service provider is an Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) or an Internet Access Provider (IAP) 
Which provides internet services to the user. Alternatively, 
the network service provider might be a proxy server of an 
intranet. 
The netWork Which the user uses to access the ISP does 

not have to be a telephone line but can be any sort of 
telecommunications netWork such as a telecommunications 
cable or telephony. 

In some eXamples of the invention, the speci?c informa 
tion contained on the data card includes the user’s login 
identi?cation and passWord Which is required to access the 
ISP. The speci?c information may, hoWever, contain other 
pieces of information, such as veri?cation codes or 
encrypted data relating to the user’s ?nances or netWork 
preferences. This information can be used, for eXample, in 
the embodiment of the invention described in detail beloW 
Wherein an online advertisement system accesses user pro 
?le information stored on a smart card to provide advertise 
ments speci?cally tailored to the user’s pro?le. This infor 
mation may be inputted by the user upon initial use of the 
data card by having the user ?ll out a series of information 
?elds. The personal information may then be encrypted and 
stored on the data card. 

In some embodiments of the invention, the data processor 
is preferably a personal computer Which includes or is 
connected to a modem Which can access the internet. In 
other embodiments of the invention, the data processor may 
be housed Within the data card reader, Which may also 
include a graphical interface for the user to vieW information 
contained on the netWork. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is disclosed a method for alloWing a user to automati 
cally access one of a plurality of netWork service providers 
Which require information speci?c to the user and/or the 
netWork service provider to be accessed, comprising the 
steps of: 
con?guring an application program resident on a data pro 

cessor to automatically retrieve at least part of the infor 
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mation speci?c to the user and/or the network service 
provider to be accessed contained on a data card When the 
data card is in communication With a data card reader and 
to use the information to gain access to one of the plurality 
of netWork service providers via a netWork by using one 
of a default access number indicating a designated net 
Work service provider and a local access number from a 
database containing a list of access numbers for the 
plurality of netWork service providers along With corre 
sponding location information for each access number in 
the list; and 

immediately triggering the application program upon inser 
tion of the data card into the data card reader. 
In another embodiment of the present invention, an online 

advertisement system provides advertisements to a user that 
are speci?cally tailored to the user’s pro?le. The online 
advertisement system comprises: 
a data card for storing information speci?c to the user, 

including user pro?le information; 
a data card reader for accessing the information contained on 

the data card When the data card is in communication 
thereWith; 

a data processor in communication With the data card reader; 
and 

an online advertising server connected to the data processor 
for serving the advertisements to the user, Wherein the 
advertisements are speci?cally tailored to the user based 
on the user pro?le information. 
In another embodiment of the present invention, a data 

card is provided for alloWing a user to automatically access 
one of a plurality of netWork service providers, comprising: 
a memory for storing information speci?c to the user and/or 

the plurality of netWork service providers and for storing 
an application program Which is immediately triggered 
and Which automatically uses the information to access 
one of the netWork service providers via a netWork When 
the data card is in communication With a data card reader 
that is communicating With a data processor. 
In another embopdiment of the present invention, a 

method is provided for automatically transferring informa 
tion to a netWork, comprising the steps of storing the 
information on a data card, connecting to the netWork, and 
automatically uploading the information stored on the data 
card to the netWork upon connection thereto. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shoWs the logic for the smart card application 
trigger process; 

FIG. 2 shoWs a trigger process Wherein the application 
trigger polls a variable; 

FIG. 3 shoWs an embodiment of the computer system in 
accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 4 shoWs an embodiment of the data card Which is 
used in the data card reader of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 shoWs in more detail the data card reader of FIG. 

3; 
FIG. 6 shoWs a number of stages Which the system uses 

to connect a user automatically to the internet, in accordance 
With the present invention; and 

FIG. 7 shoWs a system including a remote server for 
serving speci?c advertisements to the user. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

It is to be understood that the invention disclosed and 
de?ned herein eXtends to all alternative combinations of two 
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6 
or more of the individual features mentioned or evident from 
the teXt or draWings. All of these different combinations 
constitute various alternative aspects of the invention. 
The foregoing describes embodiments of the invention, 

and modi?cations obvious to those skilled in the art can be 
made thereto Without departing from the scope of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 1 shoWs the logic for the smart card application 
trigger process. This diagram describes hoW a host applica 
tion is launched upon insertion of the smart card. There are 
many different possible host applications. For eXample, the 
application trigger process could be used to access data 
sources through a netWork, launch local and remote appli 
cations for a particular user, boot a computing device, 
restrict access to computing platforms, alloW entry into 
building facilities, or start a combustion or non-fossil 
engine. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, upon system and/or detection soft 

Ware poWer-up, boot, or reset as denoted by Start 86, the 
system moves to the trigger detection step 88 to Wait for 
insertion of the smart card. Upon insertion of the card, data 
representing card insertion is sent to the trigger detector to 
be detected by the trigger detection step 88. Once the trigger 
is detected (i.e., the smart card is inserted), the application 
trigger 90 causes the host application to be launched. 

FIG. 2 shoWs an alternative method for launching a host 
application upon insertion of the smart card. In FIG. 2, the 
trigger detection process is a continually running process 
that detects card insertion through smart card access 
attempts. The application trigger 94 polls an O/S boolean 
variable that is set to either true or false upon trigger 
detection. Upon detecting the appropriate true/false value of 
the variable denoting insertion of the smart card, the appli 
cation trigger 94 launches the application 96. 
The launched application can be stored on the smart card 

itself, and the trigger detector and application trigger can be 
integrated into the same module. For example, upon trigger 
detection an application may be launched on the card by the 
application trigger logic to perform authentication processes 
on the smart card. Authentication is the veri?cation of user 
identity through a personal identi?cation number (PIN) 
stored on the host machine. For example, the application 
launched by the application trigger process may ask for a 
PIN from the user. To avoid this step, the user could store his 
or her PIN on the host machine. The trigger detector Would 
then read data from a ?le With the stored PIN before starting 
the application trigger to verify the PIN. Alternatively, the 
PIN reading application could be launched as normal With 
out prompting the user for a PIN but instead reading the PIN 
number from a ?le. 

This process is distinguishable from the process used by 
magnetic strip reading automated teller machines (ATMs) 
since there is no embedded-chip present in such devices. 
ATMs are mechanical devices that perform a reading opera 
tion When a mechanical latch or sWitch movement is 
detected upon card insertion. 

NeXt, the part of the system relating to automatic con 
nection to a netWork according to the present invention Will 
be described. Referring to FIG. 3, there is shoWn a computer 
system 10 Which alloWs a user to automatically access a 
netWork service provider in the form of ISP 12. The ISP 12 
requires the user’s login identi?cation and a passWord before 
the ISP 12 Will provide access to the internet. This infor 
mation is contained on a data card in the form of smart card 
14 shoWn in FIG. 3 as being located Within recess 16 that is 
Within a data card reader in the form of smart card reader 18. 
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Upon ?rst use of the smart card 14, the user may be 
required to input his or her personal information into the 
system using, for example, a series of information ?elds. 
This information is then encrypted and transferred onto the 
smart card 14. 

The smart card reader 18 is adapted to read the login and 
passWord information for the ISP 12 that is contained on 
smart card 14. The smart card reader 18 is connected via 
cable 20 to a data processor in the form of central processing 
unit (CPU) 22 located Within computer 24 (shoWn in this 
example of the invention by broken lines). 
An application program 26 is resident in the memory of 

the computer 24, and contains code that alloWs the infor 
mation contained on the smart card 14 to be processed by the 
CPU 22. The application program 26 is able to access 
information contained in a database 28, Which stores infor 
mation relating to the ISP 12 as Well as a number of other 
ISPs Which are located in different locales. The database 28 
may be stored on a CD ROM or on a remote server, for 

eXample. The application program 26 may be con?gured to 
either dial a default access number previously stored on the 
smart card 14, or to read the area code from the smart card 
14 and then dial a number from the database closely corre 
sponding thereto. If there is no connection, a prompt asks the 
user to input the number to be dialed. 

The computer 24 is also connected to a user graphical 
display in the form of monitor 32, Which can display to the 
user information contained on the smart card 14 and infor 
mation Which is doWnloaded from the ISP 12. The computer 
24 also contains a modem 34 Which establishes a link With 
ISP 12 via a netWork in the form of telephone line 30. 

Referring noW to FIG. 4, there is shoWn a cross-sectional 
vieW of the smart card 14. The smart card comprises a 
microprocessor 36 Which can process information contained 
on the smart card 14, a memory component in the form of 
memory chip 38 Which stores the information Within the 
data card, a poWer source in the form of battery 40 Which 
provides poWer to the microchip so that it can process 
information, and a communications interface in the form of 
contact connector 42. The contact connector 42 is eXposed 
to the surface of one side of the smart card 14. 

Referring noW to FIG. 5, there is shoWn the smart card 
reader 18 With the recess 16 shoWn by broken lines. On one 
side of the smart card reader 18 there is provided an 
electrical connector 44 Which is adapted to make contact 
With the contact connector 42 Whenever the smart card 14 is 
inserted into recess 16. 

Referring to FIG. 6, there is shoWn the steps for one 
typical method of the computer system according to the 
present invention, Which Will noW be described in detail With 
reference also to FIGS. 3, 4, and 5. When a user Wishes to 
connect to the ISP 12 in order to access internet services 
such as the World Wide Web or internet mail service, the 
user inserts smart card 14 into recess 16 of the smart card 
reader 18. The electrical connector 44 detects that the smart 
card 14 is Within the smart card reader 18 When the contact 
connector 42 makes physical contact With electrical connec 
tor 44. In this eXample of the invention, an activation code 
is generated by the microprocessor 36, Which is then sent to 
the CPU 22 via cable 20. The CPU then relays this initiation 
code to the application program 26. The ?rst stage of this 
process can be seen as step 46 of FIG. 6. 

Initially, the database is stored With the default telephone 
number of ISP 12 as a default so that the application program 
26 automatically instructs the modem 34 to dial the tele 
phone number of the ISP 12. The application program 26 
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then initiates a request code, requesting information relating 
to the login of the user for the ISP 12 from the smart card 
14. The information from smart card 14 is then transferred 
from the memory chip 38 to the micro processor 36 out from 
the card via control connector 42 to electrical connector 44 
and on to the CPU 22. 

A routine call code is then generated to establish a link 
With ISP 12 as a call request as in step 48 of FIG. 6. The call 
request then activates modem 34 to place a call to ISP 12. If 
the telephone number of ISP 12 is correct, a connection is 
established With ISP 12 and the login information from 
smart card 14 can then be transmitted to the ISP 12. 

The ISP 12 veri?es that the login name and passWord are 
registered With the ISP in order to determine Whether the call 
request is from an authoriZed user of the ISP 12. This can be 
seen at step 50 Wherein the ISP 12 connection is made and 
the user is connected to the ISP 12 at step 52, or 
alternatively, if the identi?cation is not veri?ed as a regis 
tered user’s login and passWord, the call request is termi 
nated and the program eXits (as can be seen at step 54). 

In some circumstances, hoWever, the user may be in 
another country and may not Wish to use the ISP 12 but 
instead Wishes to use another ISP Which is not set as the 
default ISP in database 28. In such an instance, the local 
telephone number for ISP 12 Would not Work, as there is a 
different country code and area code, or, alternatively, a 
different ISP telephone number. 

In the situation Where the user is in another country and 
Wishes to use an ISP in the locale of the particular location 
in Which he or she is in, the default connection to ISP 12 Will 
not be established and the user Will be at step 56 of FIG. 6. 
That is, the application program 26 Will determine that the 
connection has not been established With ISP 12 and Will 
generate a list of countries from the database to the user on 
monitor 32. 
The user then selects from the monitor 32 by using a 

mouse (not shoWn), the country in Which they are in (e.g., 
the USA), as can be seen at step 58 of FIG. 6. The 
application program 26 then receives the selected country 
from the user and accesses the database 28 to retrieve all of 
the locales Which are in the particular country. The locales 
are displayed to the user in the monitor 32 (as at step 60 of 
FIG. 6). The user then selects the locale in Which he or she 
is in at the particular time (ie such as Washington, DC). 
The ISPs located Within that particular locale are then 

displayed and the user selects a particular ISP from this list 
(as can be seen at stage 66 of FIG. 6). Another call request 
is then initiated as outlined above (this time for the neW ISP) 
as can be seen by the loop 68 of FIG. 6. It is assumed that 
in such a situation, each ISP in a particular locale Would 
have the same veri?cation details of the smart card 14. 

In another eXample of the invention, the smart card may 
not be used to select a neW ISP, but may call the local ISP 
12 (e.g., in Sydney, Australia When the user is in 
Washington, DC.) by going through steps 46, 48, and then 
56. Instead of the user accessing an ISP in the particular 
locale he or she is currently located in (as described above), 
the user could select a “direct connect” option Which Would 
request the user enter his or her current country location 
(e.g., USA) and locale (i.e., Washington, DC). The appli 
cation Will then determine the international dial-up connec 
tion number, the country number, and the area code of the 
country in Which the ISP 12 is located (in this eXample, 
Sydney, Australia). 
The information contained Within the memory chip 38 

may contain not only the user’s login identi?cation to the 
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ISP 12, but may contain additional types of data, such as data 
to carry out a business transaction or data to automatically 
?ll in particular information required on a form. 

One example of such information Which could automati 
cally be updated on a form is information required by a bank 
for a personal loan. The smart card 14 could store data 
relating to the user’s income, home address, Whether the 
user’s residence is oWned or rented, the credit rating of the 
user and a summary of the spending habits relating to the 
user. The user Would connect to the ISP 12 and connect to 
a Web page of a bank. As the user connects to the bank’s ISP 
12, the user’s information is automatically sent or uploaded 
to the bank via its ISP 12. The user Would not have to ?ll out 
any forms via a keyboard, but could input upon interaction 
With the bank’s Web page hoW much he or she Wished to loan 
from the bank. Alternatively, the bank could automatically 
calculate from the user’s information Which has been auto 
matically uploaded to the bank the maximum amount of 
money that it is Willing to loan the user. Such information 
could be displayed to the user from the bank’s Web page. 

Aparticular advantage of the smart card 14 is that as the 
user’s credit rating or spending habits change, the amount 
the bank is Willing to lend him or her Will also change. 
Therefore, the user could quickly determine hoW much 
credit is available to him or her at any particular time, 
Without having to ?ll out forms (either hardcopy forms or via 
a Web page). 

It should be further appreciated that the smart card 14 
described herein does not have to be a contact smart card, 
but may in fact be a contactless smart card Wherein the user 
accesses the ISP 12 Whenever the smart card 14 (Which in 
this example Would have an antenna embedded Within it) is 
passed near the smart card reader 18. 

In yet another example of the invention, the smart card 
reader and computer 24 may not be separate devices, but 
may in fact be combined into one piece of hardWare so that 
the user can automatically access the ISP 12. Alternatively, 
it may be that the CPU 22, modem 34, and application 
program 26 are located Within the smart card itself. 

It should also be appreciated that the speci?c information 
contained on the data card may also relate to information 
other than the user’s login and passWord for the ISP 12. The 
smart card may contain data specifying the netWork prefer 
ences of the user, such as the user’s personal Web page 
“book marks” and the speci?c Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) of a particular Web site or personaliZed Web page 
Which is accessed Whenever the user initially connects to the 
ISP 12. For example, the issuer of the smart card 14 may be 
a bank and the ISP 12 could be oWned and managed by the 
bank. The user Would be automatically connected to the 
bank’s home page Whenever smart card 14 is inserted into 
smart card reader 18. 

In another embodiment of the invention as shoWn in FIG. 
7, the user is provided With online advertisement informa 
tion that is speci?cally directed to the user’s pro?le. The 
user’s pro?le is determined from the personal identi?cation 
information stored on the smart card 80. The identi?cation 
information may include the user’s name, address, sex, 
social security number, credit card number, age, and income. 
Against this individual user information is allocated a pro?le 
code sequence that identi?es for each information ?eld a 
pro?le identi?er. For example, corresponding to the user’s 
income Will be a code for identifying a range of income that 
the user falls Within. And, corresponding to the user’s Zip 
code Will be an identifying code for identifying the region 
the user comes from. 
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10 
A remote online advertising server 82 for serving up 

banner advertisements to the user’s personal computer 84 
Will read the pro?le codes from the smart card 80 using the 
smart card reader 86 and Will then serve to the user’s 
computer advertisements that are targeted according to the 
user’s pro?le. In this Way, the user is provided With adver 
tisement information that is speci?cally directed to the 
user’s pro?le. 

The above invention has been described With speci?c 
embodiments, but a person skilled in the art could introduce 
many variations on these embodiments Without departing 
from the spirit of the disclosure or from the scope of the 
appended claims. The embodiments are presented for the 
purpose of illustration only and should not be read as 
limiting the invention or its application. Therefore, the 
claims should be interpreted commensurate With the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A computer system for all Wing a user to automatically 

access one of a plurality of net rk service providers Which 
require information speci?c to the user and/or the netWork 
service provider to be accessed the computer system com 
prising: 

a data card Which contains the information speci?c to the 
user and/or the netWork service provider to be 
accessed; 

a data card reader adapted to access at least part of the 
information contained on the data card When the data 
card is in communication thereWith; 

a data processor in communication With the data card 
reader and adapted to be connected to a netWork; and 

an application program resident on the data processor, 
said application program being con?gured to automati 
cally retrieve at least part of the information contained 
on the data card When the data card is in communica 
tion With said data card reader and to use said infor 
mation to gain access to one of the plurality of netWork 
service providers via the netWork by using one of a 
default access number indicating a designated netWork 
service provider and a local access number from a 
database containing a list of access numbers or the 
plurality of netWork service providers along With cor 
responding location information for each access num 
ber in the list, 

Wherein said application program is immediately trig 
gered upon insertion of said data card into said data 
card reader. 

2. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, Wherein 
said application program prompts the user to input at least 
one of a current area code and a current location for use in 
determining said local access number from said list. 

3. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, Wherein 
the user initially inputs said default access number for 
storage on said data card. 

4. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, Wherein 
upon initial use of said data card, the user is prompted to 
initiate said data card by inputting personal identi?cation 
information into said data processor for encryption and 
storage on said data card. 

5. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, Wherein 
said data card comprises: 

a microprocessor for processing the information con 
tained on the data card; 

a memory component for enabling the information to be 
stored Within the data card; and 

a communications interface for transferring he informa 
tion from the data card to the data card reader. 
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6. The computer system as set forth in claim 5, Wherein 
said communications interface comprises a ?rst antenna 
embedded inside said data card, and said data card reader 
comprises a second antenna embedded therein, for commu 
nicating the information betWeen said data card and said 
data card reader. 

7. The computer system as set forth in claim 5, Wherein 
said communications interface comprises a contact 
connector, and said data card reader comprises a plurality of 
electrical connectors for relaying information to/from said 
data card When the contact connector and the plurality of 
electrical connectors are in physical contact. 

8. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, Wherein 
said information speci?c to the user and/or the netWork 
service provider includes user identi?cation information, 
area information, and telephone number information. 

9. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, Wherein 
said database is stored on a memory means accessible by the 
data processor. 

10. The computer system as set forth in claim 9, Wherein 
said memory means is a compact disc read only memory. 

11. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, Wherein 
said database is stored in a remote server accessible by said 
data processor. 

12. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a remote server for serving advertisement information to 
the user based on pro?le information of the information 
speci?c to the user contained on the data card. 

13. The computer system as set forth in claim 1, Wherein 
said data processor is housed Within said data card reader. 

14. A method for alloWing a user to automatically access 
one of a plurality of netWork service providers Which require 
information speci?c to the user and/or the netWork service 
provider to be accessed, comprising the steps of: 

con?guring an application program resident on a data 
processor to automatically retrieve at least part of the 
information speci?c to the user and/or the netWork 
service provider to be accessed contained on a data card 
When said data card is in communication With a data 
card reader and to use said information to gain access 
to one of the plurality of netWork service providers via 
a netWork by using one of a default access number 
indicating a designated netWork service provider and a 
local access number from a database containing a list of 
access numbers for the plurality of netWork service 
providers along With corresponding location informa 
tion for each access number in the list; and 

immediately triggering said application program upon 
insertion of said data card into said data card reader. 
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15. The method as set forth in claim 14, further compris 

ing the step of prompting the user to input at least one of a 
current area code and a current location for use in deter 
mining said local access number from said list. 

16. The method as set forth in claim 14, further compris 
ing the step of prompting the user to input said default access 
number for storage on said data card. 

17. The method as set forth in claim 14, further compris 
ing the step of prompting the user, upon initial use of said 
data card, to initiate said data card by inputting personal 
identi?cation information into said data processor for 
encryption and storage on said data card. 

18. The method as set forth in claim 14, further compris 
ing the steps of: 

processing the information contained on the data card; 
storing the information in a memory Within the data card; 

and 
transferring the information from the data card to the data 

card reader. 
19. The method as set forth in claim 18, further compris 

ing the steps of: 
communicating the information betWeen said data card 

and said data card reader through a ?rst antenna embed 
ded inside said data card and a second antenna embed 
ded inside said data card reader. 

20. The method as set forth in claim 18, further compris 
ing the steps of: 

relaying the information to/from said data card When a 
contact connector of a communications interface of 
said data card and a plurality of electrical connectors of 
said data card reader are in physical contact. 

21. The method as set forth in claim 14, Wherein said 
information speci?c to the user and/or the netWork service 
provider includes user identi?cation information, location 
information, and telephone number information. 

22. The method as set forth in claim 14, further compris 
ing the step of storing said database on a memory means 
accessible by the data processor. 

23. The method as set forth in claim 22, further compris 
ing the steps of providing said memory means as a compact 
disc read only memory. 

24. The method as set forth in claim 14, further compris 
ing the step of storing said database on a remote server 
accessible by said data processor. 

25. The method as set forth in claim 14, further compris 
ing the step of: 

serving advertisement information to the use based on 
pro?le information of the information speci?c to the 
user contained on the data card. 


