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(57) ABSTRACT 

In an electronic circuit for forming an antenna pattern, the 
antenna signals having the required phase shift are generated 
by means of tWo phase-locked loops Which have a common 
reference signal. A control current, Which is added at the 
output node of the charge pump 26 and/or 27, is used to 
control the phase shift of the antenna signals. This alloWs the 
implementation of the phase shift operation in the analog 
domain, Which decreases the cost of a corresponding con 
sumer device, such as a car-radio or a mobile communica 
tion system. 

13 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR FORMING AN 
ANTENNA PATTERN 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a method and system for 
forming an antenna pattern, and more particularly, to the 
?eld of beam forming circuitry for antennas. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Many communication systems, such as Wireless commu 

nication systems, radar systems, sonar systems and micro 
phone arrays, use beam forming to enhance the transmission 
and/or reception of signals. In contrast to conventional 
communication systems that do not discriminate betWeen 
signals based on the position of the signal source, beam 
forming systems are characteriZed by the capability of 
enhancing the reception of signals generated from sources at 
speci?c locations relative to the system. 

Generally, beam-forming systems include an array of 
spatially distributed sensor elements, such as antennas, sonar 
phones or microphones, and a data processing system for 
combining signals detected by the array. The data processor 
combines the signals to enhance the reception of signals 
from sources located at selected locations relative to the 
sensor elements. Essentially, the data processor “aims” the 
sensor array in the direction of the signal source. 

US. Pat. No. 5,581,620 shoWs a corresponding signal 
processor that can dynamically determine the relative time 
delays betWeen a plurality of frequency-dependent signals. 
The signal processor can adaptively generate a beam signal 
by aligning the plural frequency-dependent signals accord 
ing to the relative time delays betWeen the signals. 

Within Wireless communication systems, such as Wireless 
mobile communication systems, directive antennas can be 
employed at base station sites as a means of increasing the 
signal level received by each mobile user relative to the level 
of received signal interference. This is effected by increasing 
the energy radiated to a desired recipient mobile user, While 
simultaneously reducing the interference energy radiated to 
other remote mobile users. 

US. Pat. No. 6,101,399 shoWs a method for forming an 
adaptive phase array transmission beam pattern at a base 
station. This method relies on estimating the optimum 
transmit antenna beam pattern based on certain statistical 
properties of the received antenna array signals. The opti 
mum transmit beam pattern is found by solving a quadratic 
optimiZation subject to quadratic constrains. 
US. Pat. No. 6,011,513 shoWs a beam-forming circuitry 

utiliZing PIN diodes. The PIN diode circuit arrangement 
comprises a digital-to-analog converter With a reference 
voltage controller arranged to vary the converter’s response 
to digital input signals to compensate for the PIN diodes 
non-linear response. 
“A digital adaptive beam forming QAM demodulator IC 

for high-bit-rate Wireless communications” J-Y Lee, H-C 
Liu and H. Samueli, IEEE Journal of Solid-State Circuits, 
March 1998, pp. 367—377, discloses a method for adaptive 
beam forming in conjunction With frequency hopping. By 
comparing the beam form data With a reference signal or a 
training sequence, the receiving pattern converges to the 
desired result, steering the main beam toWard the target user 
While simultaneously placing nulls in the interferers’ direc 
tions. The applications for the transceiver include notebook 
computer communications, portable multimedia radios and 
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2 
nomadic computing in both cellular and peer-to-peer com 
munication netWorks. The source directions are assumed 
unknoWn a priori. Further, the method features real-time 
tracking capability for the adaptive beam forming. 
A common disadvantage of prior art beam forming meth 

ods and systems is the expenditure of a dedicated digital 
signal processing system Which is used for the beam form 
ing. This constrains applications of beam forming for con 
sumer devices. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide an 
improved method and electronic circuit for forming an 
antenna pattern. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a receiver 
and a transmitter featuring beam forming for application in 
consumer devices. 

The invention provides a cost ef?cient method and elec 
tronic circuit for forming an antenna pattern. This alloWs for 
the implementation of beam forming for antennas in con 
sumer devices, such as car-radio receivers With improved 
multi-path reception, mobile and Wireless telephony devices 
such as GSM, DECT or blue tooth mobile devices With loW 
cost transceivers having beam forming capabilities, as Well 
as for space-time coding applications. 
The beam forming capability in the receiver/transceiver 

system leads to improved RF performance. The basic prin 
ciple of the beam forming relies on the availability of 
distinct RF signals coming (going) to tWo or more antennas. 
By selectively phase-shifting the RF signals With respect to 
each other, a programmable antenna pattern results. 

For example, the antenna pattern can be adjusted With the 
objective of: 

Cancelling multi-path interference caused by secondary 
transmission paths. The main lobe of the antenna pattern is 
adjusted in the direction of the direct reception path and the 
combined antennas gain in the direction of the re?ected 
beams is minimiZed; and 

Providing a means for the implementation of space-time 
diversity systems. By sending and receiving signals Which 
are “spatially” coded, it is possible to have several devices 
operating on the same Wavelength (e. g., in an of?ce) Without 
severe interference problems. Each transceiver adjusts its 
“beam direction” to attain the RF link to a desired trans 
ceiver “partner”. 
The invention is advantageous in that it enables imple 

menting the beam forming in the analog domain. This Way, 
the expenditure for digital multipliers and other digital 
signal processing steps are avoided. In a preferred 
embodiment, this is accomplished by adding a program 
mable control current to at least one of the branches of tWo 
phase-locked loops in order to produce the required phase 
shift of the antenna signals. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Additional objects and features of the invention Will be 
more readily apparent from the folloWing detailed descrip 
tion and appended claims When taken in conjunction With 
the draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 shoWs an adaptive antenna pattern of tWo antennas; 
FIG. 2 shoWs a ?rst embodiment of a receiver in accor 

dance With the invention; 
FIG. 3 shoWs a ?rst embodiment of a transmitter in 

accordance With the invention; 
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FIG. 4 shows a second embodiment of a transmitter in 
accordance With the invention; 

FIG. 5 shoWs a ?rst embodiment of an electronic circuit 
in accordance With the invention; 

FIG. 6 shoWs a transfer function of a typical phase 
frequency detector/charge pump of the circuit of FIG. 5, 

FIG. 7 illustrates the phase shift at the respective inputs of 
the phase frequency detector as a function of the control 
current; 

FIG. 8 illustrates the phase shift at the voltage-controlled 
oscillators of the circuit of FIG. 5 as a function of the control 

current; 
FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating the reference spurious 

breakthrough due to the control current; 
FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a second embodiment of the 

circuit in accordance With the invention; 
FIG. 11 illustrates an ideal relationship betWeen the phase 

shift and the amplitude; 
FIGS. 12 and 13 illustrate the phase shift as a function of 

the control current; and 
FIG. 14 illustrates the reference spurious breakthrough. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 shoWs antennas 1 and 2. The antennas 1 and 2 have 
a resulting antenna pattern 3 if no beam forming is used, or 
if no phase shift is applied to the respective antenna signals. 
In the case of beam forming, other antenna patterns 4 and 5 
can be produced. 

The angle 6 of the main lobe of the antenna pattern 5 is 
determined by the phase shift applied to the respective 
antenna signals of the antennas 1 and 2. By varying the 
phase shift, the angle 6 varies correspondingly. This Way, it 
is possible to select an arbitrary angle 6 for the main lobe of 
the antenna pattern 5 by making an appropriate choice for 
the phase shift of the antenna signals. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a block diagram of a receiver in accordance 
With the invention With adaptive beam forming in the analog 
domain. Signals Antil and Anti2 are received from the 
antennas 1 and 2 (cf. FIG. 1), respectively. The antenna 
signals Antil and Anti2 are applied to mixers 6 and 7, 
respectively. Further, a signal 8, having a frequency fvw1 and 
a phase (D1, is applied to the mixer 6. LikeWise, a signal 9, 
having a frequency fvco2 and a phase (D2, is applied to the 
mixer 7. 

The signals 8 and 9 are outputted by the voltage 
controlled oscillators 10 and 11, respectively. The voltage 
controlled oscillators 10 and 11 are connected to a tuning 
system 12. By means of the voltage-controlled oscillator 10, 
the feedback signal 13 and the tuning system 12, a ?rst 
phase-locked loop is created. 
A separate phase-locked loop is created by the voltage 

controlled oscillator 11, the feedback signal 14 and the 
tuning system 12. The outputs 15 and 16 of the tuning 
system 12, Which are coupled to the voltage-controlled 
oscillators 10 and 11, respectively, determine the frequencies 
fvco1 and fvco2 as Well as the phase angles (I31 and (D2 of the 
signals 8 and 9 to Which the respective phase-locked loops 
lock. 

The output of the mixer 6 is the signal Antil multiplied 
by the signal 8, While the output of the mixer 7 is the signal 
Anti2 multiplied by the signal 9. The respective outputs of 
the mixers 6 and 7 are coupled to the ?lters 17 and 18. 

In the example considered here, the ?lters 17 and 18 are 
bandpass ?lters. The outputs-of the ?lters 17 and 18 are 
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4 
coupled to a combiner 19 for adding the outputs of the ?lters 
17 and 18. The output of the combiner 19 is coupled to a 
demodulator 20 Which forms part of a baseband processing 
system 21. 
The demodulator 20 has an output 22 for outputting the 

demodulated signal to other components of the baseband 
processing system 21 (not shoWn in FIG. 2). The other 
components of the baseband processing system 21 can 
comprise a channel decoder, voice decoding and/or other 
digital signal processing components depending on the 
application. 
A phase shift controller 23 is coupled to the baseband 

processing system 21. Based on the output 22 of the 
demodulator 20, the phase shift controller 23 determines the 
phase shift ACID betWeen the phases (D1 and (D2 of the signals 
8 and 9 for a desired resulting antenna pattern. The phase 
shift controller 23 outputs a phase control signal to the 
tuning system 12 to instruct the tuning system 12 as to Which 
phase shift ACID must be imposed onto the phases (D1 and (I32 
of the respective output signals 8 and 9 of the voltage 
controlled oscillators 10 and 11. 
The circuit of FIG. 2 does not require digital mixers as the 

mixing is performed in the analog domain by the mixers 6 
and 7. Further, the circuit of FIG. 2 does not require a 
dedicated processor for generating the signals 8 and 9 With 
the required phase shift MD, as these signals are also 
generated in the analog domain by means of the respective 
phase-locked loops. This Way, the circuit can be realiZed in 
an inexpensive Way With particular applications for con 
sumer devices. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a transmitter corresponding to the receiver 
of FIG. 2. Like elements of the receiver of FIG. 3 corre 
sponding to elements of the receiver of FIG. 2 are denoted 
With the same reference numerals. 
An IF signal is generated by a modulator of the baseband 

processing system and is provided to the respective inputs of 
the mixers 6 and 7. Further, the mixers 6 and 7 receive the 
signals 8 and 9 for the purposes of up-conversion of the IF 
signal. As the signals 8 and 9 have a phase shift of MD in 
addition to the up-conversion, a corresponding phase shift 
betWeen the signals at the outputs of the mixers 6 and 7 
results. After ?ltering by the ?lters 17 and 18, respectively, 
corresponding antenna signals result Which form a desired 
antenna pattern in accordance With the phase shift MD. 
The phase shift MD is determined by a phase control 

signal applied to the tuning system 12 as explained above 
With reference to FIG. 2. Again, the phase control signal is 
produced by a phase shift controller. For example, the phase 
shift controller can vary the phase shift ACID Within a certain 
range in order to identify an optimal antenna pattern and a 
corresponding optimal phase shift ACID Which is then selected 
for operation of the system. 

FIG. 4 shoWs a further preferred embodiment of a trans 
mitter. Again, like elements are denoted With the same 
reference numerals. In contrast to the embodiment of FIG. 3, 
no up-conversion mixing or other mixing is required. 
Instead, a direct modulation is performed by applying a 
modulated baseband signal to respective inputs of the 
voltage-controlled oscillators 10 and 11 to perform a fre 
quency or phase modulation. As a further advantage, the 
bandpass ?lters 17 and 18 can be dispensed With. 

In the example considered here, the bandWidth of the 
tuning system 12 is substantially smaller than the symbol 
rate being transmitted. Further, the scanning frequency of 
the beam is smaller than the loop bandWidth of the tuning 
system. 
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FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of a circuit of the invention. 
Again, like elements are denoted With the same reference 
numerals. 

The circuit has a quartz oscillator 24 oscillating at a 
frequency of fxml. The output of the oscillator 24 is fre 
quency divided by R by the frequency divider 25 such that 
a signal having a reference frequency of fref results. 

The reference signal With the frequency fref is inputted 
into the phase frequency detector/charge pump circuits 26 
and 27. The circuit 26 receives a further input from the 
frequency divider 28 Which divides the frequency of the 
output signal f by N. vcol 

The phase frequency difference A?bpdl of the tWo signals 
is detected by the circuit 26. The magnitude of the phase 
frequency difference A?bpdl determines the amount of 
charge produced by the charge pump of the circuit 26. A 
suitable charge pump for this application is knoWn from US. 
Pat. No. 5,929,678. The corresponding output current pro 
duced by the charge pump of the circuit 26 is denoted ICP1 
in FIG. 5. The magnitude of the current ICP1 is determined by 
the folloWing equation: 

The current ICP1 is inputted into a ?lter 29 Which contains 
an integrator. The output of the ?lter 29 determines the 
voltage control signal applied to the voltage-controlled 
oscillator 10 and, thus, determines the frequency fvcol. This 
Way, a phase-locked loop, comprising the frequency divider 
28, the circuit 26, the ?lter 29, the voltage-controlled oscil 
lator 10 and the feedback signal 13, results. 
When the phase-locked loop is locked, the phase fre 

quency difference A?bpdl becomes 0 such that the current 
ICP1 also becomes 0. A corresponding phase-locked loop, 
comprising a frequency divider 30, the circuit 27, a ?lter 31, 
the voltage-controlled oscillator 11 and the feedback signal 
14, is established in the circuit of FIG. 5 for the generation 
of the second signal having the frequency fvwz. 

With respect to the current ICP2 produced by the charge 
pump of the circuit 27, the above Equation (1) applies 
analogously Where MD, in this case, is the phase frequency 
difference ACIJPd2 of the reference signal and the output 
signal of frequency divider 30. 

The phase shift A(I>=(I>1—(I>2 of the signals Which are 
outputted by the voltage-controlled oscillators 10 and 11, is 
determined by an additional current ICE1 Which is added at a 
node betWeen the circuit 26 and the ?lter 29. 

The phase shifting capability implemented With the circuit 
of FIG. 5 is based on the fact that the phase-locked loop 
tuning system contains a double integrator in its transfer 
function. This is also knoWn as a type 2 phase-locked loop. 
The double integration is used to achieve phase lock of the 
respective outputs of the voltage-controlled oscillators 10 
and 11 to the reference signal With Zero residual phase error. 

Zero phase error leads to minimal reference spurious 
breakthrough, as the contents of the output signal of the 
phase frequency detector/charge pump (PFD/CP), i.e., cir 
cuit 26 and 27, are minimiZed. The transfer function of the 
circuits 26 and 27 is depicted in FIG. 6. For A(I>pd=0, the 
average output current lavg of the circuit 26 vanishes. 

The presence of the integrator in the loop ?lter itself, 
combined With the integrating action of the voltage 
controlled oscillators, assures that the loop locks at the 
position Where the total current ?oWing into loop ?lter is 
Zero. OtherWise, there Would be a shift in the loop ?lters DC 
voltage, and phase- and frequency lock Would eventually be 
lost. With respect to the control current ICE1 Which is added 
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6 
at the output node of the circuit 26 in FIG. 5, this means that 
the corresponding phase-locked loop is locked if the fol 
loWing condition is ful?lled: 

1cr1+1Wg=0 (2) 

As a consequence, the phase-locked loop locks the fre 
quency divided output signal of the voltage-controlled oscil 
lator 10 to the respective reference signal at a phase A?bpdl. 
The relation ship of ICE1 and ACIJP an is as folloWs: 

The phase shift of the signal Which is outputted by the 
voltage-controlled oscillator 10, is N (Which is the divider 
ratio of the frequency divider 28) times the phase shift 
A?bpdl at the input of the circuit 26. Therefore, the phase 
shift at the output of the voltage-controlled oscillator 10 is: 

FIG. 6 shoWs the phase shift ACIJPd at the input of the 
circuit 26 as a function of 16,1. LikeWise, FIG. 7 shoWs the 
phase shift ACIJO at the output of the voltage-controlled 
oscillator 10 as a function of ICE1 in accordance With above 
Equation FIG. 6 shoWs the transfer function of the 
circuit 26. 

It is as such knoWn from the prior art that leakage currents 
in a phase-locked loop can lead to increased spurious 
reference breakthrough. This effect is caused by the injection 
of current from the charge pump into the loop ?lter, to 
compensate for the loop ?lter’s lost charge during the 
previous reference period. 

With respect to the circuit of FIG. 5, the phase-locked 
loop reacts to control the current ICE1 exactly in the same Way 
as it does for leakage currents in the tuning line. The 
relationship betWeen the magnitude of the spurious signals 
at the fundamental and at multiples of the reference fre 
quency as a function of the control current ICE1 is as folloWs: 

Where |Zf (n~fref)| is the modulus of the trans-impedance 
of the loop at the reference frequency and harmonics thereof, 
and KVCO is the gain of the voltage controlled oscillator in 
HZ/V. The required levels of attenuation can be obtained by 
decreasing the trans-impedance of the loop ?lter at the 
relevant offset frequencies. 

In vieW of the above Equation (4), the control current ICE1 
can be expressed as folloWs: 

Substitution of a control current ICE1 by the expression of 
Equation (6) in Equation (5) leads to a relationship betWeen 
the reference breakthrough and the phase shift ACIJO: 

The reference spurious breakthrough due to the control 
current ICE1 is also illustrated in FIG. 9. 
From this, it folloWs that a loWer spurious breakthrough 

level can be reached, on average, by splitting the control 
current ICE1 differentially over the tWo loops, as it is depicted 
in the embodiment of FIG. 10. By splitting the control 
current ICE1 this Way, the magnitude of the spurious signals 
decreases by 3 dB With respect to the embodiment of FIG. 
5. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 10, like elements are denoted 
With the same reference numerals as the corresponding 



US 6,784,836 B2 
7 

elements of the embodiment of FIG. 5. The control current 
ICE1 of FIG. 5 is divided into tWo different currents I1=ICt1/2 
and I2=—ICt1/2. The current I1 is added at the output node of 
the circuit 26 and the current I2 is added to the output node 
of the circuit 27. The resulting frequencies fvwl, fvco2 and 
the phases (D1, (D2 of the output signals of the voltage 
controlled oscillators 10 and 11 are the same as in the 
embodiments of FIG. 5, but With a three dB loWer magnitude 
of the spurious signals. 

For the implementation of the circuit of the FIG. 10, 
commercially available components can be utiliZed, such as 
the SA8016 chip and the Marconi 2042 signal generator. For 
an experimental validation of the invention, the PLL and the 
Marconi shared the same 10 MHZ reference oscillator signal. 
Therefore, the Marconi operated synchronized to the PLL, 
serving as the “second loop” of FIG. 10. The level of the 
output signal from the Marconi Was matched to the level of 
VCO1. The output signal of the PLL (VCO1) Was summed 
to the signal from the Marconi in a hybrid element. As ICE1 
Was varied, the resulting amplitude of the combined signals 
Was used to assess the phase difference betWeen the Marconi 
output and the signal supplied by VCO1. When the signals 
are “in-phase”, the resulting signal is 6 dB higher than the 
individual components. Conversely, When the phases of the 
signals differ by 180 degree, the resulting signal (ideally) 
vanishes. The relationship betWeen the phase shift and the 
resulting amplitude is plotted in FIG. 11, in dB normaliZed 
to the amplitude of VCO1. 
By matching the measured amplitude (amplitude as func 

tion of Im) of the summed signals against a mathematical 
expression of the amplitude versus MD, a relationship 
betWeen MD and ICE1 is indirectly obtained Without a need to 
measure the phase difference directly at RF. The relationship 
is plotted in FIGS. 12 and 13, against the ideal value 
calculated from Equation 

The spurious reference breakthrough at a frequency offset 
of 1 MHZ is plotted in FIG. 14, as a function of the control 
current Im. Also plotted is the calculated value obtained by 
means of Equation 

In vieW of the above, it must be concluded that there is a 
good agreement betWeen the predicted, theoretical values of 
the phase shift (i.e., Equation and spurious reference 
breakthrough (Equation With the measured values 
obtained With the PLL functional model. 

The parameters for the PLL Were as folloWs:FCv0=2490 
MHZ, KVC0=143 MHZ/V, fref=l MHZ, N=2490, ICp=500 pA, 
2nd order loop ?lter (R=16 kQ, C1=7.8 nF, C2=1.22 nF). 
What is claimed is: 
1. An electronic circuit for forming an antenna pattern, the 

circuit comprising: 
a ?rst signal generator for generating a ?rst signal of a ?rst 

frequency and of a ?rst phase angle, said ?rst signal 
generator having a ?rst control loop; 

a second signal generator for generating a second signal 
of a second frequency and of a second phase angle, the 
second frequency being substantially equal to the ?rst 
frequency, said second signal generator having a sec 
ond control loop; 

a control circuit coupled to said ?rst and second signal 
generators for controlling a phase difference betWeen 
the ?rst phase angle and the second phase angle, the 
control circuit having an input for receiving a control 
signal for determining the phase difference, at least one 
of said ?rst and second control loops having an addi 
tional input for receiving a control current from said 
control circuit proportional to said control signal; 

a ?rst analog mixer for mixing a ?rst antenna signal and 
the ?rst signal and a second analog mixer for mixing a 
second antenna signal and the second signal and 
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8 
a combiner for adding respective output signals of the ?rst 

and the second mixers. 
2. The electronic circuit as claimed in claim 1, the control 

signal being provided by a baseband processing system. 
3. The electronic circuit as claimed in claim 1, Wherein the 

?rst and the second control loops comprise phase-locked 
loops. 

4. The electronic circuit as claimed in claim 3, Wherein the 
?rst and the second control loops each comprises a phase 
frequency detector, a charge pump and a ?lter With an 
integrator connected in series, Wherein at least one of the 
?rst and the second control loops has an input for receiving 
the control current at a node betWeen the charge pump and 
the ?lter. 

5. The electronic circuit as claimed in claim 4, Wherein the 
?rst and the second control loops each comprises an input 
for receiving a ?rst and a second control current, 
respectively, from the control circuit, the ?rst and the second 
control currents being opposite in phase and having sub 
stantially the same absolute value. 

6. A receiver comprising a ?rst antenna and a second 
antenna, an electronic circuit for forming an antenna pattern 
as claimed in claim 1, the ?rst analog mixer being coupled 
to the ?rst antenna and the second analog mixer being 
coupled to the second antenna, a baseband processing sys 
tem having a demodulator-, the demodulator being coupled 
to an output of the combiner, and a phase shift control 
coupled to the baseband processing system for generating 
the control signal for determining the phase difference. 

7. The receiver as claimed in claim 6, Wherein the phase 
shift controller varies the control signal in order to identify 
an optimiZed antenna pattern for the reception. 

8. Atransmitter comprising a baseband processing system 
for providing a baseband signal, the baseband processing 
system having a phase shift controller for generating a 
control signal for determining a phase difference, an elec 
tronic circuit for forming an antenna pattern as claimed in 
claim 1, the baseband processing system having an output 
connected to the ?rst and the second analog mixers for 
providing the baseband signal to the ?rst and the second 
analog mixers, and a ?rst and a second antenna coupled to 
an output of the ?rst and the second analog mixers, respec 
tively. 

9. Atransmitter comprising a baseband processing system 
having a modulator for providing a modulated baseband 
signal, a phase shift controller for providing a control signal 
for determining a phase difference, an electronic circuit for 
forming an antenna pattern as claimed in claim 1, and a ?rst 
and a second antenna coupled to respective outputs of the 
?rst and the second signal generators, the output of the 
modulator being coupled to respective modulation control 
inputs of the ?rst and the second signal generators. 

10. The transmitter as claimed in claim 8, Wherein the 
phase shift controller varies the control signal in order to 
identify an optimiZed antenna pattern. 

11. A method for forming an antenna pattern comprising 
the steps: 

generating a ?rst signal of a ?rst frequency and of a ?rst 
phase angle, by using a ?rst control loop; 

generating of a second signal of a second frequency and 
of a second phase angle by using a second control loop, 
the second frequency being substantially equal to the 
?rst frequency, 
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selecting a phase difference between the ?rst phase angle 
and the second phase angle by inputting a control 
current proportional to said phase difference in at least 
one of said ?rst and second control loops; 

mixing a ?rst antenna signal With the ?rst signal and 
mixing a second antenna signal With the second signal 
in the analog domain; and 

adding the mixed signals. 

10 
12. The method as claimed in claim 11, Wherein said 

method further comprises varying the phase difference in 
order to identify an optimiZed antenna pattern. 

13. The method as claimed in claim 11, Wherein each of 
the ?rst and second control loops comprises a phase-locked 
loop, and the method further comprises adding the control 
current. 


