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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a connection system for ?exible ?at 
strip cables (1a,1b) With parallel strip conductors lying at a 
distance from one another Which are bared in the contact 
area (4), With a ?rst housing part (Zn) on Whose ?oor (3) is 
fastened a principal ?exible ?at strip cable (1a) and a second 
housing part (2b) in Which a branch ?exible ?at strip cable 
is ?xed, With ?exible tongues (5) Which press the bared area 
of the branch ?exible ?at strip cable (1b), With the housing 
parts (2a,2b) in the inserted state, against the bared area of 
the principal ?exible ?at strip cable (1a). 

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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FLEX CABLE CONNECTION SYSTEM 
COMPRISING A SPRING HOUSING 

The present invention relates to a connection system for 
?exible ?at strip cables comprising parallel strip conductors 
lying at a distance from one another and each bared in an 
area of contact. The connection system has a tWo-part 
housing, Which can be clipped shut and in Which connection 
takes place betWeen a main ?at strip cable and a branch ?at 
strip cable. 

Such ?at strip cables are used in vehicle multiplex 
systems, Where, for example, they are to be led from a ring 
circuit, Which carries current and signals on various strip 
conductors, to individual consuming points or sensors and 
similar branch conductors Which also consist of ?at strip 
cables. There is a requirement for a maximally ?exible and 
easily handled connection system, Whereby the said 
branches can be introduced at any point of the main ?at strip 
conductor. 

It is, accordingly, the purpose of the present invention to 
provide a connection system for ?exible ?at strip cables, 
Which can be introduced and rapidly and easily ?tted at any 
point of a ?exible ?at strip cable. 

This purpose is reached according to the Claims. 
The characteristics of preferred embodiments are 

described in the subsidiary Claims. 
The present invention is based on the idea of ?tting a 

tWo-part clip on the principal ?at strip conductor, Where in 
the case of previously appropriately bared contact areas, a 
part of the clip already contains the end of a branch 
connection and the electrical connection is established by 
means of the mutual insertion of the tWo parts onto the 
principal ?at strip cable and the pressing of the respective 
contact areas into one another. 

The invention is explained beloW in greater detail by 
means of the description of an embodiment and by referring 
to diagrams. 

FIG. 1 shoWs in perspective a partial section vieW of an 
embodiment of the connection system according to the 
invention ; and 

FIGS. 2a to 2d shoW the process of assembly of the 
connection system according to the invention. 

FIG. 1 shoWs a principal ?exible ?at strip cable 1a, on 
Which is inserted the connection system according to the 
invention With an end of a branch ?exible ?at strip cable 1b. 
The connection system has a housing 2 With a loWer ?rst 
housing part 2a and an upper housing part 2b. The loWer 
housing part 2a, Which is shoWn separately in FIG. 2c, has 
a ?oor 3 With catch stops (not shoWn) Which snap into 
recesses provided in the ?at strip cable 1a and so exactly ?x 
the position of the ?at strip cable 1a in relation to the loWer 
housing part 2a, Whereby the bared contact areas 4 are also 
exactly ?xed. The loWer housing part 2a also has tWo side 
Walls 6a, 6b opposite one another ?tted With means of 
locking for the clipping on of the second housing part 2b. 
The second housing part 2b has a loWer portion 8a and an 
upper portion 8b Which are linked together by bendable 
bridges 9a,9b. An end of the branch ?at strip cable into the 
second housing part 2b is passed betWeen the connection 
bridges 9a,9b, until its reaches its front edge. The contact 
areas of the branch ?at strip cable 1b Which are also bared, 
lie above an opening 10 in the loWer portion 8a of the second 
housing part 2b. The upper portion 8b is sWung onto the 
loWer portion 8a via the connection bridges 9a,9b and the 
second housing part is locked With the ?rst housing part by 
snapping into the latter. The upper portion has a ?exible 
tongue 5, Whose free end is arc-shaped and Whose convexity 
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2 
penetrates elastically into the contact area of the branch ?at 
strip cable 1b through the opening 10 in the loWer part 2b. 
The branch ?at strip cable 1b is gripped betWeen the upper 
portion 8b and the loWer portion 8a and appropriately 
precisely adjusted for position in the recesses provided in the 
branch ?at strip cable 1b by the catch stops. If the stopped 
end of the branch ?at strip cable 1b of the second housing 
part 2b is noW inserted into the ?rst housing part, the contact 
areas of both the cables Will lie exactly over one another and 
are pressed against one another by the free end of the ?exible 
tongue 5. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the process of assembly. According to FIG. 
2a, the branch ?at strip cable 1b is ?rst inserted into the 
second housing part 2b, adjusted as described earlier and the 
second housing part 2b is closed as shoWn in FIG. 2b, 
Whereby the upper part and the loWer part lock together on 
the front face. NoW, the closed upper housing part 2b is 
clipped on the housing part 2a on Which the principal ?at 
strip cable 1 is already fastened and the ?exible tongues 
above the strip conductors press together the contact faces of 
the tWo cables and thus establish electrical contact. 

As FIG. 1 shoWs, the clipping of the second housing part 
to the ?rst housing part takes place by means of a bracket, 
Which is arranged on a snap-in nose 7a located on the 
sideWall of the loWer housing part 2a. The bracket is passed 
betWeen tWo guide ribs 12, Which are arranged diagonally to 
the vertical With respect to the ?at strip cable 1a. This 
produces, during the insertion movement betWeen the ?rst 
mutual touch of the contact faces and attainment of the 
locked end-position, a Wiping movement of the contact faces 
against one another in the direction of the axial cable, so that 
the contact faces can rid one other of oxide layers or soiling 
and the electrical transition resistance of this contact 
becomes smaller. 

Thus, the connection system according to the invention 
represents a simple solution, Which makes possible rapid 
assembly and a secure electrical connection. 

The above description of an embodiment example only 
serves as an illustration of the present invention and is not 
to be understood as in any Way limiting. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A connection system for ?exible ?at strip cables With 

parallel strip conductors placed at a distance from one 
another, Which are bared in the contact area, comprising a 
?rst housing part on Whose ?oor is fastened a principal 
?exible ?at strip cable and a second housing part in Which 
is ?xed a branch ?exible ?at strip cable With ?exible tongues 
Which, in the inserted state of the housing parts, press the 
bared area of the branch ?exible ?at strip cable against the 
bared area of the principal ?exible ?at strip cable, Wherein 
the second housing part has a loWer portion and an upper 
portion Which is connected thereto by bendable bridges, 
Where the loWer portion has means of ?xing an end of a 
branch ?exible ?at strip cable and an opening in the area of 
the contact areas on the ?at strip cable and the upper portion 
is able to be sWung and loWered over the bridges onto the 
loWer portion and shaped so as to be able to be locked and 
has, above the opening in the loWer portion, bulging ?exible 
tongues Which press the branch ?at strip cable, through the 
opening, onto the principal ?at strip cable. 

2. A connection system according to claim 1, Wherein the 
?rst housing part has tWo sideWalls lying opposite one 
another, With means of locking for the removable fastening 
of the second housing part, the sideWalls being resiliently 
?exible for releasing the means of locking. 

3. A connection system according to claim 1, Wherein the 
second housing part betWeen the connecting bridges and 
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between the upper portion and the loWer portion, an inser 
tion slot is provided and the exact position ?xing of the 
branch cable Which is ?rmly gripped betWeen the upper 
portion and the loWer portion, takes place via the catch stop 
in the loWer portion and appropriately shaped recesses in the 
branch cable. 

4. A connection system according to claim 1, Wherein the 
?exible tongue is a ?at steel spring Whose free end is 
arc-shaped and penetrates into the opening and Whose 
opposite end is cast or pressed into the upper portion. 

5. A connection system according to claim 2, Wherein the 
means of locking are formed on a housing portion via of a 
bracket on the other housing portion led betWeen diagonal 
guide ribs, Where a Wiping effect occurs through the diago 
nal locking, on the contact areas Which are to be pressed 
together. 

6. A connection system according to claim 2, Wherein the 
second housing part has a loWer portion and an upper portion 
Which is connected thereto by bendable bridges, Where the 
upper portion has means of ?xing an end of a branch ?exible 
?at strip cable and an opening in the area of the contact areas 
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on the ?at strip cable and the upper portion is able to be 
sWung and loWered over the bridges onto the loWer portion 
and shaped so as to be able to be locked and has, above the 
opening in the loWer portion, bulging ?exible tongues above 
every strip conductor, Which press the branch ?at strip cable, 
through the opening, onto the principal ?at strip cable. 

7. A connection system according to claim 6, Wherein the 
second housing part betWeen the connecting bridges and 
betWeen the upper portion and the loWer portion, an inser 
tion slot is provided and the exact position ?xing of the 
branch cable Which is ?rrnly gripped betWeen the upper 
portion and the loWer portion, takes place via the catch stop 
in the loWer portion and appropriately shaped recesses in the 
branch cable. 

8. A connection system according to claim 6, Wherein the 
?exible tongue is a ?at steel spring Whose free end is 
arc-shaped and penetrates into the opening and Whose 
opposite end is cast or pressed into the upper portion. 


