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To all whom, ¿t may concern. 
Be itv known that I, ALBERT F. FULLER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Bag-Frame Catches; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertai'ns to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to numerals of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. . 

My present invention relates to improve 
ments in catches or locks for bag or purse 
frames, and more especially to that class of 
frames employed with belt-bags orchatelaines 
or other bags. 
The invention has for its primary object to 

provide a neat, strong, and simply-construct 
ed holding or locking catch for bag or purse 
frames which> securely retains the pivoted 
frame-sections in their closed relation to each 
other and which is readily‘manipulated for 
unlocking the frame-sections when employed 
in connection with chatelaine or belt bags by 
a simple push or pressure against the linger 
piece of the catch or Vlock to enable the bag 
to be quickly and easily opened by the use 
of one hand. 
Myinvention therefore consists in the novel 

construction of lock or holding catch for the 
purposes above set forth; and, furthermore, 
theinvention consistsin the general and novel 
arrangements and combinations ofthe various 
parts of the catch or lock and the details of 
the construction thereof, either with orwith 
out the frame-sections of a purse or bag frame, 
all of which will be more fully described in 
the accompanying specification and theu 
finally embodied in the' clauses of the claim. 
The invention is fully illustrated in the ac 

companying sheets of drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a face viewof one form of purse 

or bag frame provided with abag-frame catch 
orlock embodying the principles of this inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a top view of the same and 
the closed frame-sections, the latter also be 
ing indicated in dotted outline in their open 
relation; and Fig. 3 is a bottom View of the 

frame-sections in their open relation, illus 
trating the arrangement of the holding or 
locking catch in its operative position upon 
one of said frame-sections. Fig. 4 is a lon 
gitudinal vertical section of a portion of one 
of the frame-sections of a bag or purse frame 
and longitudinal vertical section of the catch 
box or casing, the spring-actuated catch be 
ing represented in elevation. Fig. 5 is a 
Vertical cross-section of the two frame-sec 
tions of a bag-frame, in their closed relation, 
and vertical section of the complete holding 
or locking catch in its position on said frame 
sections, the said catch-section being taken 
on line v5 5 in said Fig. 4 looking in the di 
rection of the arrow w. Fig. 6 is a similar 
section of all of the saidparts illustrated in 
said Fig. 5, but said View showing the spring 
`actuated holding or locking catch in its actu 
ated position, permitting the separation of the 
two frame-sections. Fig. 7 is a blank repre 
sent-ation of apiece of sheet metal from which 
the catch is made. Fig. 8 is a top View of 
the said blank with the parts thereof thrown 
up in their proper positions for forming the 
catch-plate. Fig. 9 is a perspective view ot' 
one form of spring to be employed with the 
said catch-plate, and Fig. 10 is a perspective 
View of the complete catch- plate and said 
spring in its operative position. Figs. 11 and 
12 are a front and rear view, respectively, of 
another form of bag-frame provided with a 
holding orlocking catch in which the arrange 
ment of the several parts are slightly modi 
iied, but the catch still being made accord 
ing to the principles of this invention. Fig. 
13 is a top view of the said frame-sections in 
their -open relation,with a top or plan view of 
the catch or lookin its securedposition upon 
one ̀ of the said frame-sections; and Fig. 14 is 
a bottom View or reversed representation of 
the said several parts illustrated in said Fig. 
13. Figs. 15 and 16 are two vertical cross 
sections of the frame-sections of a` purse or 
bag frame and the lock or holding catch, the 
parts of which are represented in their locked 
and unlocked positions, respectively; and Fig. 
17 is a similar cross-section of the said parts, 
the section of the lock casing and catch be 
ing taken on line 17 17 in Fig. 14. Fig. 18 is 
a collective perspective view of the catch 
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plate, and Fig. 19 is a similar collective view 
of the lock casing or box employed with the 
catch-plate represented in the said Figs. 11 
to 18, inclusive. 

Similar numerals of reference are employed 
in all of the said above-described views to in 
dicate corresponding parts. Y 

In the said drawings, 1 and 2 indicate the 
usual pair ot frame-sections of any desirable 
construction of purse or bagframe, the same 
being pivotally connected or hinged at their 
lower end portions 3 in the usual manner by 
means of the pins or rivets 4.  
In Figs. Ito 10, inclusive, I have illustrated 

one form of bag-frame lock or catch, the same 
being represented in connection with a frame 
for chatelaine or belt bags; but it will be un 
derstood that the catch or lock may be em 
ployed with any other construction of bag 
frame. vThe said bag-frame catch or lock con 
sists, essentially, of a suitably-constructed 
box or casing 5, provided in its upper side 
with a centrally-arranged longitudinal open 
ing or slot 6. The said box or casing 5 is in 
closed on all its sides except the bottom, as 
clearly represented in the drawings, and is 
formed at its ends with longitudinally-ex 
tending ears orlugs 7. These ears orlugs7 are 
provided with perforations or holes, through 
which are passed suitable rivets or pins 8, 
which are clenched against the under side of 
the top piece of the frame-section 1, whereby 
the said bag-frame catch is secured in its po 
sition upon the upper portion of the frame 
seetion 1 in such a manner that one-half of 
the said box or casing 5 will extend beyond 
the longitudinal edge 9 of the said upper por 
tion of the frame-section 1, as clearly illus 
tratedin the several figures of the drawings. 
Furthermore, by this arrangement when the 
frame-sections are closed against each other, 
as shown, the upper portion of the other 
frame-section 2 will be brought directly be 
neath this projecting part of the casing or 
box 5 of the catch or lock, whereby when the 
two frame-sections are in their closed relation 
the said box or casing will have the appear 
ance of being secured in its centralposition 
upon the closed frame of the bag, thereby 
presenting a neat appearance. 
ranged within the chamber ot' the said box or 
casingö is the catch-plate 10, illustrated more 
particularly in Figs. 8 and 10 of the drawings. 
This catch-plate is made from a blank of sheet 
metal, as 11, (see Fig. 7,) the said blank being 
formed with the rearwardly-extending mem 
ber 12 and end 13, which is divided from the 
said member 12 by the incisions 15. The said 
blank 11 is also provided with a forwardly 
extending member 14 and the oppositely and 
latterally arranged end members 16, all of 
which is clearly illustrated in said Fig. 7. 
The said rearwardly-extending member 12 of 
the said blank l1 is bent in an upwardly-ex 
tending direction at right angles, or approxi 
mately, so to the main body of said blank,with 
the end 13 bent in a downward direction and 
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tightly closed down against the face of the 
said member 12, as clearly illustrated, where 
by a strong and serviceable linger-piece is 
formed of a double thickness of metal. The 
member 14 of the said blank is also forced 
down upon the upper surface of the body of 
the blank 11, with an angular portion 19 of 
a spring 18 securely held between the said 
member 14 and the upper surface of the blank 
11, as shown. The said spring 18 is provided 
at its ends with right-angled end ypieces 20, 
which when the said spring has been secured 
in its operative position upon the main body of 
the blank 11 extend at an angle and in an up 
ward direction from the upper surfaces of the 
end members 16 of' the said blank. The said 
end members 16 are also provided with down 
wardly-extending ears or lugs 21, which are 
forced out of the metal by means of the proper 
die or tool. The said rearwardly-extending 
member 12 of the blank 11 is bent in such a 
manner that the angular part 22 will be 
formed, whereby the said members 12 and 13 
will be arranged in a vertical plane at right 
angles to the face of the said blank 11, or 
approximately so, said plane passing directly 
through the longitudinal central axis of the 
combined body of the blank and its end mem 
bers or side wings 16, substantially as illus 
trated. The said catch-plate, after having 
been forced into the shape shown in the draw 
ings, is then placed in the chambered portion 
of the casing or box 5, with the right-angled 
member 12 extending in an upward direction 
into and through the longitudinal slot or open 
ing 6 in the upper face‘of said box or casing, 
as clearly illustrated in Figs. 4, 5, .and 6 of 
the drawings. When arranged in this man 
ner within the casing or box 5, the doubled 
or bent-over portions of the members 12 and 
18 will extend in an upward direction and 
centrally above the said upper face of the box 
or casing and will provide a. suitable finger 
piece to the catch or lock. At the same time 
the free ends of the upwardly-projecting end 
pieces 2O of the spring 18 will bear firmly 
against the inner surface>23 of the chambered 
portion of the said box or casing 5, whereby 
when the said parts have been secured in 
their fixed position upon the upper surface 
of the frame-section l by means of the pins or 
rivets 8 the said catch-plate and its iinger 
piece will be in the positions indicated in Fig. 
ö of the drawings. The said catch-plate is 
usually provided with two of the said down 
wardly-extending ears or lugs 2l; but any 
suitable number may be employed. In the 
upper portion of the other frame-section 2 are 
correspondingly-arranged openings 24, into 
which the said holding lugs or ears 21 of the 
catch-plate 10 are easily forced when the said 
frame-section 2 is eiosed against the 'said 
frame-section 1, and whereby the said two 
frame-sections are positively held or locked 
in their closed relation. To separate the two 
frame-sections 1 and 2 when it is desired to 
open the mouth of the bag .or purse, all that 
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is necessary is to push the finger-piece of the 
catch-plate in the direction of the arrow y in 
Fig. 5 or in the direction of the arrow y’ in 
Fig. 2, whereby the holding lugs or ears 2l 
will be removed from their disengaged posi 
tions with the openings 24. in the frame-sec 
tion 2, and the said frame-sections can be 
made to assume their open positions, as in 
dicated in dotted outline in Fig. 2 of the draw 
ings. 
In lieu of the construction of bag-frame 

catch or lock hereinabove described and illus 
trated in said Figs. 1 to..10, inclusive, the said 
lock or catch may be made as represented in 
Figs. 1l to 19,_inclusive, without departing 
from the present invention. In this construc 
tion the box or casing 5 is formed in one of 
its longitudinal sides with a depression 25 and 
wit-h the open or cut-away part 2G, as clearly 
illustrated in Fig. 19. The said casing or box 
is also provided with a pair of inwardly-ex 
tending lugs or supports 27, extending into 
the chambered part of the said box or casing 
and in a direction toward the said depressed 
portion in the opposite side of the casing. 
The catch-plate'in this construction comprises 
a main body 28, having a pair of upwardly 
forced portions 30 to form suitable recesses 
29, in which the said tongues or lug-supports 
27 are arranged, as illustrated in Fig. 17, and 
the purposes of which will be clearly evident 
from an inspection of said figure of the draw 
ings. The form of catch-plate represented in 
perspective in Fig. 18 andthe said box or cas 
ing represented in perspective in Fig. 19 are 
assembled or placed in their relative positions, 
that the upwardly-extending member 31 and 
the bent portion 32 connected therewith will 
lie directly in the depressed part 25 of the 
box or casing 5, the part 33 of the body 28 
being arranged in its oscillatory position in 
the cut-away portion 26 of the said depression 
25. The said upwardly-extending member of 
the catch-plate is also provided with the dou 
ble members 34 and 35, which provide the 
finger-piece for the catch~plate`. A spiral or 
other suitably-constructed spring 36 is loosely 
arranged between the upper surface of the 
plate 28 and the under surface 37 of the said 
casing or box, which, under normal condi 
tions, when the frame  sections are closed 
upon each other, forces the holding lugs or 
projections 38 on said plate 28 into the open 
ings or holes 2l in the frame-section 2 to se 
curely retain the two frame-sections in their 
closed or locked engagement, as will be clearly 
understood. When the ñnger-piece is forced 
in the direction of the arrow ,e in said Fig. 
15, then said holding-lugs are raised from 
their holding engagement with the said frame 
section 2, as indicated in Fig. 16 of the said 
drawings. 
Although I have described my novel con 

struction of _catch or lock as applied to a 
chatelaine or belt bag, it will be clearly un 
derstood that the said catch may be used on 
any construction of bag or purse frames. 

I am aware that changes may be made in 
the several arrangements and combinations 
of the various parts, as well as in the details 
of the construction of the same, without de 
parting from the scope of this invention. 
Hence I do not limit my invention to the 
exact arrangements and combinations of the 
parts as described in the specification and 
illustrated in the drawings; nor do I coniine 
myself to the exact details of the construction 
of the said parts. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is. 
1. In apurse or bag frame, the combination, 

with a pair of framesections, of a catch on 
one of said frame-sections, comprising, a box 
shaped casing having a centrally-arranged 
and longitudinally-extending slot in its upper 
surface, holding or locking catch in said cas 
ing formed with a member at right angles, or 
approximately so, to the body of said catch, 
said body and a portion of said right-angled 
member being arranged directly Within the 
casing, and another portion of said member 
extending from said slot in the casing, and 
constituting a finger-piece centrally arranged 
and extending longitudinally above the slot 
in the upper surface of said casing, and said 
member having a lateral motion in said slot, 
substantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

2. In a purse or bag frame, the combination, 
with a pair of frame-sections, of a catch on 
one of said frame-sections, comprising a box 
shaped casing having a centrally and longi 
tudinally arranged slot in its upper face, and 
a spring-actuated holding or locking catch in 
said casing formed with a member at right 
angles, or approximately so, to the body of 
the catch, said body and a portion of said 
right-angled member being arranged directly 
within the casing, and another portion of 
said member extending from said slot in the 
casing centrally and longitudinallyabove the 
slot in the upper surface of casing, and said 
member having a lateral motion in said slot, 
substantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

3. In a purse or bag frame, the combination, 
with a pair of frame-sections, of a catch on 
one of said frame-sections, comprising a box 
shaped casing vhaving a centrally and longi 
tudinally arranged slot in its upper face, and 
a spring-actuated holding or locking catch in 
said casing formed with a member at right 
angles, or approximately so, to the body of 
the catch, said body and a portion of said 
right-angled member being arranged directly 
within the casing, and another portion of said 
member extending from said slot in the cas 
ing centrally and longitudinally above the 
slot in the upper surface of the casing, and 
said member having a lateral motion in said 
slot, and said upwardly-extending member 
having a bent-over and downwardly-project 
ing end piece closed down against said mem 
ber to provide a finger-piece of double thick 
ness, substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 
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4. In a purse or bag frame, the combination, 
with a pair of frame-sections, one of said 
frame-sections havinglug-receiving openings, 
of a catch on the other frame-section, com 
prising, a box-shaped casing and a spring 
actuated holding or locking catch in said cas 
ing, formed with an upwardly - extending 
member, said body and a portion of said up 
wardly-extending member being arranged di 
rectly within the casing, and another portion 
of said member extending from said slot in 
the casing and also extending in a longitudi 
nal direction above the upper surface of said 
casing, and having a bent-over and down 
wardly  projecting end piece closed down 
against said member to provide a finger-piece, 
and holding-lugs forced‘from the body of said 
catch adapted to engage the lug-receiving 
openin gs in the other f rame-section, substan 
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 

5. In apurse or bagframe, the combination, 
with a pair of frame-sections, of a catch on 
one of said frame-sections, comprising, a cas 
ing and a spring-actuated holding or locking 
catch in said casing,forrned with an upwardly 
extending member, said member extending 
in a longitudinal direction above the upper 
surface of said casing, and having a beut 
over and downWardly-projecting end piece 
closed down against said member to provide 
a finger-piece, an end member 14 bent upon 
the body of said catch, a spring provided with 
a bent portion 19 arranged beneath said mem 
ber 14, and angular end pieces on said spring 
constructed to engage the inner surface of 
said casing, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

6. In a purse or bag frame, the combination 
with a pair of frame- sections, one of said 
frame-sections having lug-receiving openings, 
of a catch on the other frame-section, com 
prising, a casing and a spring-actuated hold 
ing or locking catch in said casing, formed 
with an upwardly-extending member, said 
member extending in a longitudinal direction 
above the upper surface of said casing, and 
having a bent-over and downwardly-project 
ing end piece closed down upon said member 
to provide a finger-piece, an end member 14 
bent upon the body of said catch, a spring 
provided with a bent portion 19 arranged be 

' neath said member 14, and angular end pieces 

55 

on said spring constructed to engage the in 
ner surface of said casing, and holding-lugs 
forced from the body of said catch adapted to 
engage the‘said lug-receiving openings in the 
other frame-section, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

7. The herein-described holdin gcat_ch,con 

677,653 

sisting, essentially, of a box-shaped casing, 
having a centrally-arranged and longitudi 
nally-extending slot in its upper surface,and a 
catch-plate in said casing provided with an 
angular member extending from said plate 
and said plate and a portion of said angular 
member being arranged directly within said 
casin g and another part of said angular mem 
ber projecting from said opening in said cas 
ing, said member being constructed to extend 
in a longitudinal direction above said casing 
and having a lateral movement in said slot, 
and having a downwardly-extending end piece 
closed down against said member to provide a 
finger-piece of double thickness,and said plate 
being formed with holding-lugs forced from 
the body of the plate,"'substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 

S. The herein-described holding-catch,con 
sisting, essentially, of a casing having a cen 
trally and longitudinally arranged opening 
in its upper surface, and a catch-plate in said 
casing provided with an upwardly-extending 
member 12 extending into and through the 
opening in said casing, and a downwardly 
projecting end piece 13 connected with said 
member 12 forming a finger-piece of double 
thickness, an end member 14 upon said catch 
plate, and a spring 18 having a holding por 
tion 19 arranged beneath said end member 
14, and angular end pieces 2O at the ends of 
said spring in engagement with the inner por 
tion of said casing, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

9. The herein-described holding-catch,con 
sisting, essentially, of a casing having a cen 
trally and longitudinally arranged opening 
in its upper surface, and a catch-plate in said 
casing provided with an upwardly-extending 
member 12 'extending into and through the 
opening in said casing, and a downwardly 
projecting end piece 13 connected with said 
member 12 forming a finger-piece of double 
thickness, an end member 14 upon said catch 
plate, a spring 1S having a holding portion 19 
arranged beneath said end member 14, and 
angular end pieces 20 at the ends of said 
spring in engagement with the inner portion 
of said casing, and oppositely-projecting side 
members 16 having holding-lugs 21 forced out 
therefrom, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the invention set 

forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 
25th day of March, 1901. 

ALBERT F. FULLER. 
Witnesses: 

FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL, 
J. E. MERGoT'r. 

70 

75 

90 

95 

ICO 

105 

IIO 


