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To aZZ whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ROSGOE l3. POWER, re» 

siding at Greenbay, in the county of Brown 
and State of Wisconsin, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Dental 
Instruments, of which the following is a speci 
?cation, reference being had therein to the ac; 
companying drawings. 
This invention relates to instruments used 

for retaining the ?lling inteeth while the op 
eration of tooth-?lling is in progress. 
The object of the invention is to produce 

an arti?cial wall surrounding a decayed tooth, 
against which wall a ?lling may be applied 
or built up, and which wall shall retain the 
?llin gin place until it is completely hardened. 
Figure 1 is a plan of one of the metallic 

bands or walls which is used in my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a plan and an edge view of the auxil 
iary band or wall-piece. Fig. 3 is a perspec 
tive of the clamping-spring used to maintain 
the band or bands in place. Fig. 4 is a broken 
plan showing the forceps and clamping-wall 
as applied to a tooth. Fig. 5 is a sectional 
view of the wall applied to a tooth. Fig. 6 
is a perspective, adjacent teeth being indi 
cated by dotted lines. 
The ?exible Wall-piece A is made of ,thin 

pliable metal-such as gold, platinum, alu 
minum, or annealed iron or steelgpreferably 
plated with a non-oxidizable metal. This 
piece is not quite long enough to surround a 
tooth of ordinary size. Different pieces will 
be furnished to a set, the set usually com 
prising two or three pieces A dilfering in size. 
The ends of the pieces are rounded, and near 
each end and near the opposite sides of piece 
A there is a slot a, into which slot a spring 
clamp O engages when the wall-piece is in 
position on the tooth. 
The spring- clasp C is a strong metallic 

spring of horseshoe shape, having sharp ends 
0, which are constructed to enter slots 0 Ct in 
the ends of the band A, as indicated in Figs. 
4 and 5. The band A may be turned with 
either edge upward, and as holes CL are in 
somewhat diiferent relation to the edge of 
the band the reversal of position of the bands 
adapts it to different locations and different 
teeth. ~ 

The ?exible wall-piece may be applied to 
a tooth in which the side wall is broken, and 
when the points 0 enter two of the holes in a 

band A the clasp will retain the wall-piece 
with great ?rmness. If the side of a tooth 
T be broken down, as indicated in Figs. 5 
and 6, the wall A forms an abutment outside 
the carious place in the tooth, and a ?lling 
may be applied against the tooth and wall 
and retained in position until solidi?ed. 
In case there are cavities on both sides of 

the tooth, then the wall-pieces A and B may 
both be used. The piece B is substantially 
similar in material and outline to the piece 
A, but is shorter, and the ends are beveled 
to extreme thinness. The piece B need not 
have slots or perforations. The piece Ais 
applied to the tooth and held by clamp O, 
and the piece B is slipped inside the‘piece A, 
so as to complete the wall about the tooth, as 
shown in Fig. 4. 
By the use of not more than two strips A 

B of suitable length walls can be built about 
teeth and teeth ?lled of such character that 
without the wall it would be almost impos 
sible to apply a ?lling. The wall relieves 
and supports the tooth during the applica 
tion of the ?lling whether the same be a soft 
?lling pressed to place or a metal ?lling made 
solid by a mallet. 
The spring-clamp C may have openings 02 

for the application of forceps D in usual man 
ner for applying a tooth or dam clamp. 
What I claim is—~ 
.1. The band or arti?cial Wall for dental 

matrix, of thin ?exible metal,having rounded 
ends, and perforations at opposite sides or 
edges and near the ends, the perforations 
near one edge being nearer the ends than 
those near the other edge, whereby a clamp 
may engage one or the other set of holes, and 
thus the size of the encircling band or matrix 
be varied. 

2. A dental matrix consisting essentially 
of a ?exible metallic strip having slots near its 
ends and at opposite sides, and a spring-clasp 
of horseshoe shape having sharp ends to en 
ter the slots in the ?exible strip, said clasp 
having holes near its ends for the application 
of forceps, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. ' 
ROSCOE B. POWER. 

Witnesses: 
~WM. Hoop, 
F. E. HULBERT. 
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