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(57) ABSTRACT 

Aspeaker recognition technique is provided that can operate 
Within the memory and processing constraints of existing 
portable computing devices. A smaller memory footprint 
and computational ef?ciency are achieved using single 
Gaussian models for each enrolled speaker. During 
enrollment, features are extracted from one or more enroll 
ment utterances from each enrolled speaker, to generate a 
target speaker model based on a sample covariance matrix. 
During a recognition phase, features are extracted from one 
or more test utterances to generate a test utterance model that 
is also based on the sample covariance matrix. A sphericity 
ratio is computed that compares the test utterance model to 
the target speaker model, as Well as a background model. 
The sphericity ratio indicates hoW similar test utterance 
speech is to the speech used When the user Was enrolled, as 
represented by the target speaker model, and hoW dissimilar 
the test utterance speech is from the background model. 

23 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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COMPUTATIONALLY EFFICIENT METHOD 
AND APPARATUS FOR SPEAKER 

RECOGNITION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to speaker recog 
nition techniques, and more particularly, to methods and 
apparatus for determining the identity of a speaker given a 
speech sample. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A number of techniques have been proposed or suggested 
for identifying one or more speakers in an audio stream. For 
example, US. patent application Ser. No. 09/345,237, ?led 
Jun. 30, 1999, discloses a method and apparatus that auto 
matically transcribe audio information from an audio source 
While concurrently identifying speakers in real-time, using 
an existing enrolled speaker database. While currently avail 
able speaker recognition algorithms perform Well for many 
applications, they typically impose computational require 
ments that exceed the available resources of portable com 
puting devices, such as personal digital assistants (PDAs). 

Generally, currently available speaker recognition algo 
rithms employ background and target speaker models that 
are loaded into memory. Thus, the memory footprint 
required to store such background and target speaker models 
typically exceeds the amount of available memory in most 
portable computing devices. In addition, currently available 
speaker recognition algorithms have processor requirements 
that exceed the computational capacity of most portable 
computing devices. 

Furthermore, portable computing devices, such as per 
sonal digital assistants, together With the personal and con 
?dential information stored thereon, can be easily lost or 
stolen due to their small dimensions. Thus, many portable 
computing devices incorporate one or more access control 
features to prevent unauthoriZed users from accessing the 
data and applications stored thereon. For example, a bio 
metric access control technique can be used to recogniZe one 
or more authoriZed users. Currently, most portable comput 
ing devices incorporate a limited number of input devices. 
For example, While many portable computing devices incor 
porate a microphone to enable a user to enter information 
using speech recognition techniques, they generally do not 
include a camera or a ?ngerprint imager. 

Thus, a need exists for a speaker recognition technique 
that can operate Within the memory and processing con 
straints of existing portable computing devices. A further 
need exists for a speaker recognition technique that may be 
deployed as an access control mechanism on existing por 
table computing devices. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Generally, the present invention provides a speaker rec 
ognition technique that can operate Within the memory and 
processing constraints of existing portable computing 
devices. The disclosed speaker recognition technique 
achieves a smaller memory footprint and computational 
ef?ciency using single Gaussian models for each enrolled 
speaker. During an enrollment phase, features are extracted 
from one or more enrollment utterances from each enrolled 

speaker, to generate a target speaker model based on a 
sample covariance matrix. Thereafter, during a recognition 
phase, features are extracted from one or more test utter 
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2 
ances to generate a test utterance model that is also based on 
the sample covariance matrix. Finally, the speaker recogni 
tion technique of the present invention computes a normal 
iZed similarity score, referred to as a sphericity ratio, that 
compares the test utterance model to the target speaker 
model, as Well as a background model. 

The present invention identi?es a speaker given a sample 
of his or her speech, by computing a similarity score based 
on the sphericity ratio. The sphericity ratio compares the 
given speech to the target speaker model and to the back 
ground models created during the enrollment phase. Thus, 
the sphericity ratio incorporates the target, test utterance, 
and background models. Generally, the sphericity ratio 
indicates hoW similar the test utterance speech is to the 
speech used When the user Was enrolled, as represented by 
the target speaker model, and hoW dissimilar the test utter 
ance speech is from the background model, thus alloWing 
the speaker to be recogniZed. 
The sphericity ratio score may be expressed as folloWs: 

Score=—trace(CU inv(CS))/trace(CU inv(CB)), 

Where CS is the sample covariance matrix of the features 
extracted from the target speaker training data, CB is the 
sample covariance matrix of the features extracted from the 
background data, and CU is the sample covariance matrix of 
the features extracted from the speech utterance that needs 
to be recogniZed. Trace( ) indicates the trace operator of 
matrices, and inv( ) indicates the inverse operator of matri 
ces. The present invention is invariant to scaling of the 
features extracted from speech, shoWing more robust rec 
ognition. In addition, the present invention is text indepen 
dent and can recogniZe a speaker regardless of the Words 
spoken by the speaker. The recognition score generated by 
the present invention can be used to recogniZe the identity of 
the speaker by comparing the score of a given speaker 
model to scores obtained against other speaker models; or 
(ii) applying a threshold to the score to verify Whether the 
speaker is the person that the speaker has asserted himself or 
herself to be. 
A more complete understanding of the present invention, 

as Well as further features and advantages of the present 
invention, Will be obtained by reference to the folloWing 
detailed description and draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a speaker recognition system in accor 
dance With the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an 
enrollment or learning phase incorporating features of the 
present invention; and 

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a speaker 
recognition phase incorporating features of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a speaker recognition system 150 in 
accordance With the present invention. As shoWn in FIG. 1, 
one or more utterances 110 from a speaker are applied to the 
speaker recognition system 150 and the speaker recognition 
system 150 identi?es the speaker from one or more enrolled 
speakers. The speaker identi?cation optionally includes a 
con?dence score. The speaker recognition system 150 may 
be incorporated, for example, in a portable computing 
device, such as a personal digital assistant, to provide a 
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biometric access control feature. The recognition score 
generated by the present invention can be used to recognize 
the identity of the speaker by comparing the score of a given 
speaker model to scores obtained against other speaker 
models (also knoWn as speaker identi?cation) or by applying 
a threshold to the score to determine Whether the speaker is 
the person that the speaker has asserted himself or herself to 
be (also knoWn as speaker veri?cation). 

According to one aspect of the invention, single Gaussian 
models are used for each enrolled speaker. Asingle Gaussian 
model does not require iterative training. In addition, a 
geometrically-meaningful distortion measure betWeen the 
models is used to generate a speaker similarity score. In this 
manner, the speaker recognition system 150 can operate 
Within the available memory and processing constraints of 
existing portable computing devices. 

During an enrollment or learning phase, discussed further 
beloW in conjunction With FIG. 2, features are computed 
from the speech signal for every speech frame, and a model 
is created by computing a sample covariance matrix of 
features. The sample covariance feature matrix is obtained 
by going through the speech frames only once Without 
iterating, using the Well knoWn maximum likelihood esti 
mation formula for the covariance of the speech features. 
Generally, in an enrollment phase, a target speaker model is 
being trained from speech data provided by the speaker. A 
background model is also computed using the same meth 
odology on a large amount of speech data spoken by many 
different speakers. The background model may be installed 
in the speaker recognition system 150, for example, at the 
factory. The background model provides a basis for deter 
mining hoW dissimilar an utterance from a speaker is from 
utterances of other speakers. 

Similarly, during a speaker recognition phase, discussed 
further beloW in conjunction With FIG. 3, features are 
computed from the speech signal for every speech frame, 
and a model is created by computing the sample covariance 
matrix of features. Generally, the speaker recognition phase 
makes a decision on the identity of the speaker given a 
sample of his or her speech, by matching the given speech 
to the target speaker model and to the background models 
created during the enrollment phase. More particularly, 
speaker recognition is performed using a symmetric distor 
tion measure betWeen the tWo models, referred to herein as 
a “sphericity ratio.” The sphericity ratio, discussed further 
beloW, is a formula that operates on the tWo covariance 
matrices. 

The memory footprint of the sample covariance models is 
extremely small. In addition, the processing requirements of 
the speaker recognition system 150 are orders of magnitude 
less than current speaker recognition systems. Thus, the 
disclosed speaker recognition system 150 is particularly Well 
suited for use in portable computing devices having limited 
memory and processing capacity, such as personal digital 
assistants. The accuracy of the speaker recognition system 
150 is comparable to the accuracy of existing methods 
requiring a larger memory footprint and computational 
resources. The accuracy of the speaker recognition system 
150 is particularly good When the acoustic environment of 
the enrollment phase matches the acoustic environment of 
the recognition phase (i.e., in acoustic environments Where 
enrollment and recognition are expected to be performed 
using the same type of acoustic transducer), such as When 
the enrollment utterances and test utterances are obtained 
using the same or similar microphone in a personal digital 
assistant. The present invention exhibits the property of 
being invariant to scaling of the features extracted from 
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4 
speech, shoWing more robust recognition. In addition, the 
present invention is text independent and can recogniZe a 
speaker regardless of the Words spoken by the speaker. 

Enrollment 

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an 
enrollment or learning phase 200 incorporating features of 
the present invention. Generally, the enrollment phase com 
putes features from the speech signal for every speech 
frame, and creates a model by computing the sample cova 
riance matrix of features. 

A user must speak during enrollment. The speaker utter 
ances are gathered and processed by a feature extraction 
stage 210 that segments the digitiZed speech data into 
overlapping frames. Thereafter, a vector of features is 
extracted from every speech frame. The speaker recognition 
method of the present invention can Work in conjunction 
With any signal processing method that produces features 
from speech frames, as Would be apparent to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art. The enrollment phase generates the 
target speaker model 250. The target speaker model 250 is 
computed by a covariance modeling stage 220 as the sample 
covariance matrix of the speech feature vectors. 

Background models are factory-trained in the same man 
ner. The memory footprint of the background models is 
therefore also extremely small. 

Speaker Recognition 
FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a speaker 

recognition phase 300 incorporating features of the present 
invention. The speaker recognition phase 300 employs a 
feature extraction stage 310 to compute features from the 
speech signal for every speech frame. The test utterance 
model 330 is computed by a covariance modeling stage 320 
as the sample covariance matrix of the speech feature 
vectors, in the same Way that target model 250 and back 
ground model are trained during the enrollment phase 200. 
The speaker recognition phase 300 identi?es the speaker 
given a sample of his or her speech, by computing a 
similarity score based on the sphericity ratio at stage 360. 
The sphericity ratio compares the given speech to the target 
speaker model and to the background models created during 
the enrollment phase. As discussed hereinafter, the spheric 
ity ratio incorporates the target, test utterance, and back 
ground models. The sphericity ratio indicates hoW similar 
the test utterance speech 330 is to the speech used When the 
user Was enrolled, as represented by the target speaker 
model 340, thus alloWing the speaker to be recogniZed. 
The sphericity ratio score may be expressed as folloWs: 

Score=—trace(CU inv(CS))/trace(CU inv(CB)), 

Where CS is the sample covariance matrix of the features 
extracted from the target speaker training data, CB is the 
sample covariance matrix of the features extracted from the 
background data, and CU is the sample covariance matrix of 
the features extracted from the speech utterance that needs 
to be recogniZed. Trace( ) indicates the trace operator of 
matrices, and inv( ) indicates the inverse operator of matri 
ces. 

Thus, the numerator of the sphericity ratio evaluates hoW 
dissimilar the test utterance is from the target speaker 
training data. LikeWise, the denominator of the sphericity 
ratio evaluates hoW dissimilar the test utterance is from the 
background model. 

The score can be used to recogniZe the identity of the user 
either by comparing the score of a given speaker model to 
scores obtained against other speaker models (also knoWn as 
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identi?cation) or thresholding the score to make an 
acceptance/rejection decision (also known as veri?cation). 

It is to be understood that the embodiments and variations 
shoWn and described herein are merely illustrative of the 
principles of this invention and that various modi?cations 
may be implemented by those skilled in the art Without 
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for recognizing a speaker, comprising the 

steps of: 
extracting features from one or more enrollment utter 

ances to generate a target speaker model based on a 
sample covariance matrix generated from said 
extracted enrollment features; 

extracting features from one or more test utterances to 
generate a test utterance model based on a sample 
covariance matrix generated from said extracted test 
features; and 

computing a sphericity ratio to recogniZe said speaker, 
said sphericity ratio comparing said test utterance 
model to said target speaker model and to a background 
model. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein said one or more 
enrollment utterances are obtained in an acoustic environ 
ment that is substantially matched to an acoustic environ 
ment of said one or more test utterances. 

3. The method of claim 2, Wherein said acoustic environ 
ment is associated With a portable computing device. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein said sphericity ratio is 
used to recogniZe the identity of said speaker by comparing 
said sphericity ratio of a given speaker model to said 
sphericity ratios obtained against other speaker models. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
receiving an asserted identity from said speaker, and 
Wherein said sphericity ratio is used to recogniZe identity of 
said speaker by applying a threshold to said sphericity ratio 
to determine Whether said speaker is a person associated 
With said asserted identity. 

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein said sphericity ratio 
may be expressed as folloWs: 

Score=—trace(CU inv(CS))/trace(CU inv(CB)); 
Where CS is a sample covariance matrix of the features 
extracted from the one or more enrollment utterances; CB is 
the sample covariance matrix of the features extracted from 
background data, and CU is the sample covariance matrix of 
the features extracted from the one or more test utterances. 

7. The method of claim 6, Wherein said expression trace 
(CU inv(CS)) evaluates hoW dissimilar said one or more test 
utterances are from said one or more enrollment utterances. 

8. The method of claim 6, Wherein said expression trace 
(CU inv(CB)) evaluates hoW dissimilar said one or more test 
utterances are from said background model. 

9. The method of claim 1, Wherein said background model 
is obtained from utterances of a plurality of speakers. 

10. A method for recogniZing a speaker, comprising the 
steps of: 

extracting features from one or more enrollment utter 
ances to generate a target speaker model based on a 
sample covariance matrix generated from said 
extracted enrollment features; 

extracting features from one or more test utterances to 
generate a test utterance model based on a sample 
covariance matrix generated from said extracted test 
features; and 

computing a normaliZed similarity score that compares 
said test utterance model to said target speaker model 
and to a background model. 
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6 
11. The method of claim 10, Wherein said one or more 

enrollment utterances are obtained in an acoustic environ 
ment that is substantially matched to an acoustic environ 
ment of said one or more test utterances. 

12. The method of claim 11, Wherein said acoustic envi 
ronment is associated With a portable computing device. 

13. The method of claim 10, Wherein said normaliZed 
similarity score is used to recogniZe the identity of said 
speaker by comparing said normaliZed similarity score of a 
given speaker model to said normaliZed similarity scores 
obtained against other speaker models. 

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising the step 
of receiving an asserted identity from said speaker, and 
Wherein said normaliZed similarity score is used to recog 
niZe the identity of said speaker by applying a threshold to 
said normaliZed similarity score to determine Whether said 
speaker is a person associated With said asserted identity. 

15. The method of claim 10, Wherein said normaliZed 
similarity score may be expressed as folloWs: 

Score=—trace(CU inv(CS))/trace(CU inv(CB)); 
Where CS is a sample covariance matrix of the features 
extracted from the one or more enrollment utterances; CB is 
the sample covariance matrix of the features extracted from 
background data, and CU is the sample covariance matrix of 
the features extracted from the one or more test utterances. 

16. An apparatus for recogniZing a speaker, comprising: 
a memory; and 

at least one processor, coupled to the memory, operative 
to: 

extract features from one or more enrollment utterances 

to generate a target speaker model based on a sample 
covariance matrix generated from said extracted 
enrollment features; 

extract features from one or more test utterances to 

generate a test utterance model based on a sample 
covariance matrix generated from said extracted test 
features; and 

compute a sphericity ratio to recogniZe said speaker, 
said sphericity ratio comparing said test utterance 
model to said target speaker model and to a back 
ground model. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16, Wherein said one or more 
enrollment utterances are obtained in an acoustic environ 
ment that is substantially matched to an acoustic environ 
ment of said one or more test utterances. 

18. The apparatus of claim 17, Wherein said acoustic 
environment is associated With a portable computing device. 

19. The apparatus of claim 16, Wherein said sphericity 
ratio is used to recogniZe the identity of said speaker by 
comparing said sphericity ratio of a given speaker model to 
said sphericity ratios obtained against other speaker models. 

20. The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising the step 
of receiving an asserted identity from said speaker, and 
Wherein said sphericity ratio is used to recogniZe the identity 
of said speaker by applying a threshold to said sphericity 
ratio to determine Whether said speaker is a person associ 
ated With said asserted identity. 

21. The apparatus of claim 16, Wherein said sphericity 
ratio may be expressed as folloWs: 

Score=—trace(CU inv(CS))/trace(CU inv(CB)); 
Where CS is a sample covariance matrix of the features 
extracted from the one or more enrollment utterances; CB is 
the sample covariance matrix of the features extracted from 
background data, and CU is the sample covariance matrix of 
the features extracted from the one or more test utterances. 
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22. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said background 
model is obtained from utterances of a plurality of speakers. 

23. An article of manufacture for recognizing a speaker, 
comprising a machine readable medium containing one or 
more programs Which When executed implement the steps 
of: 

extracting features from one or more enrollment utter 
ances to generate a target speaker model based on a 
sample covariance matrix generated from said 
extracted enrollment features; 

8 
extracting features from one or more test utterances to 

generate a test utterance model based on a sample 
covariance matrix generated from said extracted test 
features; and 

computing a sphericity ratio to recogniZe said speaker, 
said sphericity ratio comparing said test utterance 
model to said target speaker model and to a background 
model. 


