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(57) ABSTRACT 

A buoyancy compensating jacket is provided on a Waist 
portion With a pocket having a ?rst ?ap, a pouch having a ?at 
cord adapted to be inserted into and taken out from the 
pocket With a Weight packed into the pouch. As a guide 
means for the ?at cord, at least one of a substantially 
C-shaped guide ring provided at a distal end of the ?rst ?ap 
substantially in the vertically middle and a groove formed on 
an outer surface of the pocket and/or an inner surface of the 
?rst ?ap substantially in the vertically middle. 

7 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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BUOYANCY COMPENSATING JACKET 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a diving jacket having a buoy 
ancy compensating function. 
US. Pat. No. 5,641,1247 discloses a diving jacket com 

prising a combination of spider and buoyancy compensator 
provided With an insertable Weight system. In this Well 
knoWn diving jacket, a buoyancy compensating Weight is 
put in an envelope provided With a ?ap and this envelope is, 
in turn, adapted to be inserted into A pocket formed on a 
Waist band portion covering the jacket Wearer’s Waist. The 
?ap of the envelope is adapted to close an opening of the 
pocket and provided on its outer surface With a knob for 
hand-grip. The ?ap may be opened With the knob gripped by 
the hand to pull the envelope out from the pocket While this 
Well-knoWn jacket includes envelope fastening means pro 
vided Within the pocket in order to prevent anxiety that the 
envelope might unintentionally fall off from the pocket, such 
fastening means makes it difficult to insert the envelope 
completely into the pocket. 

The diving jacket 101 illustrated in FIG. 7 of the accom 
panying draWings is also Well knoWn. This jacket 101 
comprises a pocket 102 provided With a ?ap 103 and a 
Weight pouch 104 provided With a cord used to draW this 
pouch 104 from the pocket 102. In this jacket 101 having the 
pocket 102 provided With the ?ap 103, the pocket 102 is 
provided on its outer surface With a surface fastener 102a 
and the ?ap 103 is provided on its inner surface With a 
surface fastener 103a. These surface fasteners 102a, 103a 
are separably engaged With each other so that the Weight 
pouch 104 can be put in the pocket 102 Without an anxiety 
that the Weight pouch 104 might unintentionally fall off from 
the pocket 102. The ?ap 103 of the pocket 102 closes With 
the cord 105 of the pouch 104 interleaved betWeen the outer 
surface of the pocket 102 and the inner surface of the ?ap 
103 so that the cord 105 may be pulled in a direction 
indicated by an arroW X With a hand-grip knob 106 attached 
to the distal end of the cord 105 held by one hand to open 
the ?ap 103 and thereby to pull the pouch 104 out from the 
pocket 102. HoWever, if the cord 105 is placed aside up- or 
doWnWard When the ?ap 105 is closed, the cord 105 Will be 
not properly interleaved betWeen the outer surface of the 
pocket 102 and the inner surface of the ?ap 103. In such a 
situation, the ?ap 103 can not be quickly opened even if the 
cord 105 is pulled and pulling out of the pouch 104 may be 
often retarded. In this jacket 101, a surface fastener 106a is 
attached to the cord 105 so that the cord 105 may be ?xed 
to the outer surface of the pocket 102 by means of this 
surface fastener 106a. HoWever, it is dif?cult to ?x the cord 
105 to a vertically middle area of the pocket 102 in a single 
procedure. In addition, after the cord 105 has been inter 
leaved betWeen the pocket 102 and the ?ap 103, there is a 
possibility that a gap may be left betWeen the surface 
fasteners 102a, 103a in the vicinity of the cord 105 and the 
?ap 103 may be unintentionally opened. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of this invention to improve a diving jacket 
so that the buoyancy compensating Weight may be easily 
taken out from a pocket, and a fastening strength of a ?ap 
attached to the pocket may be signi?cantly improved. 

According to this invention, there is provided a buoyancy 
compensating jacket comprising a back portion extending in 
a vertical direction, a pair of shoulder portions extending 
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2 
doWnWard from transversely opposite sides of an upper 
portion of the back portion and a pair of Waist portions 
extending forWard in a Waist-circumferential direction 
orthogonal to the vertical direction from transversely oppo 
site sides of a loWer end portion of the back portion and 
connected to the shoulder portion, the back portion being 
provided With means adapted to ?x an air cylinder and the 
Waist portion being provided With at least one pocket 
extending in the Waist-circumferential direction and having 
an opening at its forWard end thereof in the Waist 
circumferential direction and a pouch having a ?at cord and 
being adapted to be inserted into and taken out from the 
pocket With a Weight packed into the pouch. 

The pocket comprises a ?rst ?ap extending backWard in 
the Waist-circumferential direction, a pair of surface fasten 
ers releasably engaged With each other and provided on an 
inner surface of the ?rst ?ap and an outer surface of the 
pocket respectively and a guide means provided on at least 
one of the ?rst ?ap and the pocket so as to enable the ?at 
cord of the pouch inserted into the pocket to extend outWard 
from the pocket substantially in a vertically middle area on 
the inner surface of the ?rst ?ap. 

This invention includes the folloWing embodiments. 
The guide means comprises a substantially C-shaped 

guide ring Which is provided substantially in the vertically 
middle area to a distal end of the ?rst ?ap extending 
backWard in the Waist-circumferential direction and has an 
opening backWard in the Waist-circumferential direction. 
The guide ring has an inner diameter extending in the 
vertical direction larger than a Width of the ?at cord as 
measured in the vertical direction and the opening is smaller 
than the Width of the ?at cord. 

The guide means comprises a groove de?ned betWeen tWo 
sections of the surface fastener Which are bisected and 
spaced from each other in the vertical direction on at least 
one of the inner surface of the ?rst ?ap and the outer surface 
of the pocket and a dimension of the groove in a depth 
direction thereof is substantially equal to or larger than a 
thickness of the ?at cord. 
The guide means comprise the substantially C-shaped 

guide ring Which is provided substantially in the vertically 
middle area to the distal end of the ?rst ?ap extending 
backWard in the Waist-circumferential direction and has the 
opening backWard in the Waist-circumferential direction 
Wherein the guide ring has the inner diameter extending in 
the vertical direction larger than the Width of the ?at cord as 
measured in the vertical direction and the opening is smaller 
than the Width, and the groove de?ned betWeen tWo sections 
of the surface fastener Which is bisected and spaced from 
each other in the vertical direction on at least one of the inner 
surface of the ?rst ?ap and the outer surface of the pocket 
Wherein the dimension of the groove in the depth direction 
thereof is substantially equal to or larger than the thickness 
of the ?at cord. 
The pouch has an insertion opening for a Weight at a 

forWard end thereof in the Waist-circumferential direction, a 
second ?ap adapted to open and close the insertion opening 
and the ?exible ?at cord extending in the Waist 
circumferential direction and being adapted to be guided by 
the guide means and provided on a distal end thereof in the 
Waist-circumferential direction With a hand-grip extending 
in a transverse direction of the ?at cord beyond the Width of 
the ?at cord. 
The Waist portion is provided With a press ?ap adapted to 

overlap an outer surface of the ?rst ?ap in a closed state and 
extending from back to front in the Waist-circumferential 
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direction and the outer surface of the ?rst ?ap and an inner 
surface of the press ?ap are adapted to be separably inte 
grated With each other by means of a pair of surface 
fasteners attached to these surfaces. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a partially cutaWay front vieW shoWing a diving 
jacket; 

FIG. 2 is a rear perspective vieW shoWing the diving 
jacket; 

FIG. 3 is a front vieW shoWing important parts of the 
diving jacket; 

FIG. 4 is a front vieW shoWing important parts of a pocket; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional vieW taken along a line V—V in FIG. 

1; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional vieW taken along a line VI—VI in 

FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 7 is a plan vieW shoWing an example of the prior art. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Details of the buoyancy compensating jacket according to 
this invention Will be more fully understood from the 
description given hereunder in reference to the accompany 
ing draWings. 

FIG. 1 is a partially cutaWay front vieW shoWing a diving 
jacket 1 and FIG. 2 is a rear perspective vieW of this jacket 
1. In the FIGS. 1, 2, an air cylinder 5 ?xed to the jacket 1 
is indicated by imaginary lines. 

The jacket 1 comprises a back portion 2 shoulder portion 
3 and a Waist portion 4. Buoyancy regulating air is intro 
duced into the jacket 1 from the air cylinder 5. 

The back portion 2 extends in a vertical direction and 
includes a back plate 21 and a cylinder band 6 serving to 
stabiliZe the cylinder 5. The cylinder 5 is equipped on its top 
With a ?rst stage 7 from Which a regulator hose 8 extends to 
a second stage 9. An in?ation hose 10 extends from the 
second stage 9 to the back portion 2 of the jacket 1 so that 
the air may be introduced from the cylinder 5 into the jacket 
1. The second stage 9 is provided With a mouthpiece 11. 

The back plate 21 is made of rigid plastic material such as 
ABS resin Which is substantially not deformed during use of 
the jacket 1 and a cushion pad 22 placed on its inner surface 
so as to bear directly against the jacket Wearer s back. A 
loWer end of the back plate 21 is provided on its opposite 
sides With connector plates 23 extending in a Waist 
circumferential direction orthogonal to the vertical direction 
of the jacket 1. The shoulder portion 3 comprises a pair of 
shoulder belts 30 extending doWnWard from opposite sides 
of an upper end of the back portion 2. Each of the shoulder 
belts 30 has its upper end portion 33 ?xed to the back plate 
21 by means of a bolt (not shoWn) and its loWer end portion 
34 is ?xed to the connector plate 23 by means of a ?rst 
insertion slit 31 or a second insertion slit 32. Whether the 
shoulder belt 30 should be inserted into the ?rst insertion 
slit. 31 or the second insertion slit 32 depends on a jacket 
Wearer’s body siZe. An oval stopper member 36 having a 
major diameter larger than a Width of the shoulder belt 30 is 
associated operated With the ?rst insertion slit 31 or the 
second insertion slit 32 in order to avoid falling off of the 
shoulder belt 30 from the insertion slit 31 or 32. The upper 
end portion 33 and the loWer end portion 34 are separably 
connected to each other by means of male and female 
fasteners 30a, 30b adapted to adjust a length of the shoulder 
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4 
belt 30. The loWer end portion 34 is branched by a D-ring 35 
into upper and loWer sections. A length-adjustable support 
ing belt 37 extending from the D-ring 35 supports the Waist 
portion 4 of the jacket 1 from the inner side. 

The Waist portion 4 is provided on its inner surface With 
a pair of Waist belts 40 extending forWard from opposite 
sides of the loWer end of the back portion 2 in the Waist 
circumferential direction. These Waist belts 40 are ?exible 
and easily deformable. Waist-circumferentially forWard end 
portions 41 of the respective Waist belts 40 are provided With 
male and female fasteners 40a, 40b, respectively, adapted to 
be separably connected With each other. In addition to these 
male and female fasteners 40a, 40b, these end portions 41 
are provided With a pair of surface fasteners 40c, 40d, 
respectively, adapted to be releasably engaged With each 
other. Each of Waist-circumferentially rear end portions 42 
is length-adjustably ?xed to the connector plate 23 by means 
of a third insertion slit 43 or a fourth insertion slit 44 formed 
With the connector plate 23 so as to extend vertically in 
parallel to each other. It depends on the jacket Wearer’s body 
siZe Whether the rear end portion 42 should be inserted 
through the third insertion slit 43 or the fourth insertion slit 
44 

FIG. 1 shoWs the jacket 1 With the half of the Waist portion 
4 lying on the left side of the Wearer folded so that its outer 
surface can be seen. The left half of the Waist portion 4 is 
formed With a pocket 45 (See FIG. 3 also) Which is closed 
by a ?rst ?ap 47 in the state of FIG. 1. The outer surface of 
the ?rst ?ap 47 is overlapped by a press ?ap 50 extending 
from back to forWard as vieWed in the Waist-circumferential 
direction. Referring to FIG. 1, the pocket 45 contains therein 
a buoyancy compensating Weight and ?at cord 54 of the 
pouch 51 is partially exposed from a distal end of the press 
?ap 50. 

FIG. 3 illustrates details the half of the Waist portion 4 
lying an the left side of the Wearer as shoWn in FIG. 1 as Well 
as details of the pouch 51 inserted into the pocket 45. In FIG. 
3, the press ?ap 50 is folded backWard in the Waist 
circumferential direction With its inner surface exposed and 
overlaps this half of the Waist portion 4. 
The pocket 45 is formed by Woven fabric stitched on the 

outer surface of the Waist portion 4. The pocket 45 extends 
forWard in the Waist-circumferential direction and has an 
opening 46 on a forWard end thereof. In FIG. 3, the opening 
46 is still no closed and the opening 46 can be closed by 
folding backWard the ?rst ?ap 47 extending from back to 
forWard in the Waist-circumferential direction. The ?rst ?ap 
47 is provided substantially in a vertically middle area 
thereof to its distal end in the Waist-circumferential direction 
With a guide ring 48 serving as guide means for the ?at cord 
54 of the pouch 51. The guide ring 48 is substantially 
C-shaped member adapted to be opened forWard When the 
pocket 45 is in an opened state and to be opened backWard 
When the pocket 45 is in a closed state. The guide ring, 48 
may be made of ABS, polypropylene, nylon resin, rigid 
synthetic rubber or the like. 

The pocket 45 is provided on its outer surface With a 
surface fastener 45a having a plurality of loops While the 
?rst ?ap 47 is provided on its inner surface With a surface 
fastener 47a having a plurality of hooks. These surface 
fasteners 45a, 47a are releasably engaged With each other. 
The surface fastener 45a is bisected in the vertical direction 
of the jacket 1 leaving a space therebetWeen extending in the 
substantially vertical middle area of the pocket 45 and the 
surface fastener 47a is bisected in the vertical direction of 
the ?rst ?ap 45 leaving a space therebetWeen extending in 
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the substantially vertical middle area of the ?rst ?ap 47. The 
halves of the surface fastener 45a and the halves of the 
surface fastener 47a are respectively spaced from each other 
by a distance larger than the Width of the ?at cord 54, 
resulting in that the outer surface of the pocket 45 and the 
inner surface of the ?rst ?ap. 47 are formed With grooves 
49a, 49b, respectively, extending in the Waist 
circumferential direction. These grooves 49a, 49b function 
to guide the ?at cord 54 in the Waist-circumferential direc 
tion and such function is effectively achieved even by only 
one of these tWo grooves 49a, 49b. Vertical dimensions of 
these grooves 49a, 49b, i.e., a distance WO by Which the 
halves of the surface fastener 45a are spaced from each other 
and a distance W1 by Which the halves of the surface fastener 
47a are spaced from each other are slightly larger than a 
Width W of the ?at cord 54. 

The pouch 51 is provided on its front side as vieWed in the 
Waist-circumferential direction With an insertion opening 52 
for the Weight, a second ?ap 53 adapted to open and close 
the insertion opening 52 and the ?at cord 54 extending in the 
Waist-circumferential direction. The outer surface of the 
pouch 51 and the inner surface of the second ?ap 53 are 
provided With surface fasteners 51a, 53a, respectively, one 
of Which comprises a plurality of hook members and the 
other comprises a plurality of loop members, Wherein these 
hook members and loop members are releasably engaged 
one With another. The ?at cord 54 may be made of ?exible 
nonWoven fabric or plastic material and ?exibly deformable 
in its longitudinal direction as Well as in its transverse 
direction. The Width W of the ?at cord 54 is larger than 
tWofold of its thickness D and a length L of the ?at cord 54 
extending outWard from the insertion opening 52 is larger 
than a length LO of the ?rst ?ap 47 as measured in the 
Waist-circumferential direction. A distal end of the ?at cord 
54 extending in the Waist-circumferential direction is pro 
vided With a hand-grip 55 extending in the transverse 
direction of the ?at cord 54 beyond its opposite side edges. 
The pouch 51 is adapted to be inserted into the pocket 45 in 
a direction indicated by an arroW Y1 With the ?at cord 54 
being oriented forWard in the Waist-circumferential direction 
as illustrated by imaginary lines. 
A Weight 60 may be lead previously adjusted to an 

appropriate Weight and coated With plastic material, rubber 
or the like. The Weight 60 is put in the pouch 51 in a 
direction indicated by an arroW Y2 as illustrated by imagi 
nary lines and then this pouch 51 is closed by the second ?ap 
53. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a distal end of the ?rst ?ap 47 together 
With the ?at cord 54 of the pouch 51. The guide ring 48 
provided to the ?rst ?ap 47 has an inner diameter W2 
corresponding to its maximum dimension in the vertical 
direction larger than the Width W of the ?at cord 54. An 
opening 48a of the guide ring 48 has a dimension W3 
smaller than the dimension W. It should be understood that 
the ?at cord 54 may be folded in tWo in the transverse 
direction and thereby passed through the opening 48a of the 
guide ring 48 as indicated by solid lines in FIG. 4. Once 
passed through the guide ring 48, the ?at cord 54 can be 
unfolded again in the transverse direction as indicated by 
imaginary lines. The Width W of the ?at cord 54 is larger 
than the dimension W3 of the opening 48a, so it is not likely 
that the ?at cord 54 might fall off from the guide ring 48. The 
guide ring 48 effectively functions to guide the ?at cord 54 
on the inner surface of the ?rst ?ap 47 substantially in its 
vertically middle area. 

FIG. 5 is a sectional vieW taken along a line V—V in FIG. 
1 extending through the ?at cord 54 and the guide ring 48, 
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6 
illustrating important components of the pocket 45. Of this 
?gure, the upper part corresponds to the outer side of the 
Waist portion 4 and the right part corresponds to the front 
side as vieWed in the Waist-circumferential direction. The 
?at cord 54 of the pouch 51 Which has been inserted into the 
pocket 45 extends outWard from the opening 46 of the 
pocket 45, then is folded backWard. The ?at cord 54 is 
received in the grooves 49a, 49b formed on the outer surface 
of the pocket 45 and the inner surface of the ?rst ?ap 47 
overlying the outer surface of the pocket 45, respectively 
(See FIG. 6 also). The ?at cord 54 extends backWard in the 
grooves 49a, 49b as vieWed in the Waist-circumferential 
direction and passes through the guide ring 48 formed on the 
distal end of the ?rst ?ap 47. Thereupon the ?at cord 54 is 
folded forWard so as to overlap the outer surface of the ?rst 
?ap 47. This ?at cord 54 is covered With the press ?ap 50 
underlapping an outermost sheet 4a of the Waist portion 4. 
In this Way, it is possible for the jacket 1 according to this 
invention to guide the ?at cord 54 in the Waist 
circumferential direction substantially in the vertically 
middle area on the outer surface of the pocket 45 and/or the 
inner surface of the ?rst ?ap 47 by receiving the ?at cord 54 
in the grooves 49a, 49b. 

For emergency ascent, the jacket Wearer may pull the 
press ?ap 50 backWard in the Waist-circumferential 
direction, i.e., in a direction indicated by an arroW P1 in FIG. 
5, off from the ?rst ?ap 47 and then pull the ?at cord 54 
forWard in the Waist-circumferential direction, i.e., in a 
direction indicated by an arroW P2 With the hand-grip 55 
held in one hand. As a result, the ?at cord 54 forces the ?rst 
?ap 47 upWard to a position indicated by imaginary lines and 
opens the opening 46 of the pocket 45. As has already been 
described, the ?at cord 54 is guided by means of the guide 
ring 48 and the grooves 49a, 49b so as to extend substan 
tially in the vertically middle area, i.e., the middle area in a 
transverse direction of the ?rst ?ap 47 on the inner surface 
of the ?rst ?ap 47. Therefore, a force pulling the ?at cord 54 
is exerted on the vertically middle area of the ?rst ?ap 47 so 
that the upper and loWer areas de?ning the middle area 
therebetWeen can be evenly and reliably forced upWard and 
the opening 46 of the pocket 45 can be quickly opened. The 
jacket Wearer may further pull the ?at cord 54, take the 
pouch 51 out from the pocket 45, take off the ?at cord 54 
from the opening 48a of the guide ring 48 and throW aWay 
the Weight 60 together With the pouch 51 (See FIG. 4 also). 

FIG. 6 is a sectional vieW taken along a line VI—VI in 
FIG. 1 vertically extending through the press ?ap 50, 
illustrating important components of the pocket 45, 
speci?cally, those components of the pocket 45 lying in the 
vicinity of the ?at cord 54. Neither the vertically opposite 
edges of the pocket 45 nor the innermost portion of the 
pouch 51 is illustrated. 

The surface fastener 45a attached to the outer surface of 
the pocket 45 comprises a plurality of loop members While 
the surface fastener 47a attached to the inner surface of the 
?rst ?ap 47 comprises a plurality of hook members. The 
pocket 45 and the ?rst ?ap 47 are separably integrated With 
each other by means of these surface fasteners 45a, 47a. The 
grooves 49a, 49b formed on the outer surface of the pocket 
45 and the inner surface of the ?rst ?ap 47, respectively, 
have dimensions D0, D1 as measured in the directions of 
their depths substantially equal to or larger than the thick 
ness D of the ?at cord 54 While the grooves 49a, 49b 
respectively have the dimensions W0, W1 corresponding to 
the Widths thereof slightly larger than the Width W of the ?at 
cord 54. With such a dimensioning, once the ?at cord 54 has 
been received in these grooves 49a, 49b, the surface fasten 
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ers 45a, 47a are brought in close contact With each other 
Without being obstructed by the ?at cord 54. Consequently, 
the ?rst ?ap 47 can be closed Without leaving any gap 
betWeen these surface fasteners. 

Asurface fastener 47b attached to the outer surface of the 
?rst ?ap 47 comprises a plurality of loop members and a 
surface fastener 50b comprises a plurality of hook members. 
The ?rst ?ap 47 and the press ?ap 50 are separably inte 
grated With each other by means of these surface fasteners 
47b, 50b. As Will be apparent from the foregoing 
description, the jacket 1 has, in addition to the ?rst ?ap 47 
adapted to close the opening 46 of the pocket 45, the press 
?ap 50 overlapping the ?rst ?ap 47 so as to achieve a double 
security against falling off of the pouch 51 containing therein 
the Weight 60 from the pocket 45. 

It is possible to implement the jacket 1 so that the pocket 
45 and the press ?ap 50 are provided on the right half or even 
each half of the Waist portion 4 instead of being provided on 
the left halt of the Waist portion 4. 

While it is possible to guide the ?at cord 54 substantially 
in the vertically middle area on the ?rst ?ap 47 so far as the 
jacket 1 is provided on the ?rst ?ap 47 With one of the guide 
ring 48 and the groove 4%, it is preferable to provide both 
the guide ring 48 and the groove 49 as illustrated. More 
preferably, the jacket 1 is also provided on the pocket 45 
With the groove 49a. 

The pocket 45, the ?rst ?ap 47, the press ?ap 50 and the 
pouch 51 may be made of materials conventionally used in 
the prior art. The hand-grip 55 of the ?at cord 54 maybe 
formed using plastic material, rubber or the like but a shape 
of the hand-grip 55 is not limited to that having been 
illustrated and described above. 

The buoyancy compensating jacket according to this 
invention has the pocket comprising the substantially 
C-shaped guide ring formed at the distal end of the ?rst ?ap 
in the substantially vertical middle and/or the groove formed 
on the inner surface of the ?rst ?ap and/or the outer surface 
of the pocket in the substantially vertical middle, as the 
guide means for the ?at cord of the pouch. The ?at cord of 
the pouch containing therein the Weight can be thereby 
guided on the inner surface of the ?rst ?ap substantially in 
the vertically middle area and therefore the ?rst ?ap can be 
reliably and quickly opened as the ?at cord is pulled. 
Furthermore, once the ?at cord has been received in the 
grooves serving as the guide means, the ?rst ?ap can be 
closed Without leaving any gap betWeen the surface fasten 
ers attached to the outer surface of the pocket and the inner 
surface of the ?rst ?ap, respectively. In consequence, the 
?rst ?ap can be reliably fastened to the outer surface of the 
pocket. 

The jacket including, in addition to the ?rst ?ap, the press 
?ap adapted to overlap the ?rst ?ap achieves a double 
security against unintentionally falling off of the pouch. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A buoyancy compensating jacket comprising: 
a back portion extending in a vertical direction; 
a pair of shoulder portions extending doWnWard from 

transversely opposite sides of an upper portion of said 
back portion; 

a pair of Waist portions extending forWard in a Waist 
circumferential direction orthogonal to said vertical 
direction from transversely opposite sides of a loWer 
end portion of said back portion and connected to said 
shoulder portions; 
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said back portion being provided With means adapted to 
?x an air cylinder and said Waist portion being provided 
With at least one pocket extending in said Waist 
circumferential direction and having an opening at a 
forWard end thereof in said Waist-circumferential direc 
tion and a pouch having a ?at cord and being adapted 
to be inserted into and taken out from said pocket With 
a Weight packed into said pouch; and 

said pocket comprising a ?rst ?ap extending backWard in 
said Waist-circumferential direction, a pair of surface 
fasteners releasably engaged With each other and pro 
vided on an inner surface or said ?rst ?ap and an outer 

surface of said pocket respectively and a guide means 
provided on at least one of said ?rst ?ap and said pocket 
so as to enable said ?at cord of said pouch inserted into 
said pocket to extend outWard from said pocket sub 
stantially in a vertically middle area on said inner 
surface of said ?rst ?ap. 

2. The buoyancy compensating jacket according to claim 
1, Wherein said guide means comprises a substantially 
C-shaped guide ring provided to a distal end of said ?rst ?ap 
substantially in said vertically middle and having an opening 
backWard in said Waist-circumferential direction, and said 
guide ring has an inner diameter in said vertical direction 
larger than a Width of said ?at cord as measured in said 
vertical direction, and said opening is smaller than said 
Width of said ?at cord. 

3. The buoyancy compensating jacket according to claim 
1, Wherein said guide means comprises a groove provided on 
at least one of said inner surface of said ?rst ?ap and said 
outer surface of said pocket and de?ned betWeen tWo 
sections of said surface fastener Which are bisected and 
spaced from each other in said vertical direction, and a 
dimension of said groove in a depth direction thereof is 
substantially equal to or larger than a thickness of said ?at 
cord. 

4. The buoyancy compensating jacket according to claim 
1, Wherein said pocket is formed With both said guide means 
according to claim 2 and said guide means according to 
claim 3. 

5. The buoyancy compensating jacket according to claim 
1, Wherein said pouch has an insertion opening for a Weight 
at a forWard end thereof in said Waist-circumferential 
direction, a second ?ap adapted to open and close said 
insertion opening and ?exible said ?at cord extending in said 
Waist-circumferential direction and adapted to be guided by 
said guide means and provided on a distal end thereof in said 
Waist-circumferential direction With a hand-grip extending 
in a transverse direction of said ?at cord beyond said Width 
of said ?at cord. 

6. The buoyancy compensating jacket according to claim 
1, Wherein said Waist portion is provided With a press ?ap 
adapted to overlap an outer surface of said ?rst ?ap in a 
closed state and extending forWard in said Waist 
circumferential direction, and said outer surface of said ?rst 
?ap and an inner surface of said press ?ap are adapted to be 
separably integrated With each other by means of a pair of 
surface fasteners attached to said surfaces. 

7. The bouyancy compensating jacket according to claim 
1, Wherein said surface fasteners comprise loop members 
and hook members adapted to be releasably engaged one 
With another. 


