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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention is a method of making a building Wall 
panel or building Wall panel system. The building Wall 
panels are made by taking a standard panel of metal roof 
decking having alternating ridges and channels and attach 
ing a length of board stock, such as a concrete board. These 
panels are then able to be attached to a steel frame or other 
type building shell. 

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD OF MAKING A WALL SYSTEM 

PRIORITY 

This application claims priority from co-pending provi 
sional application number 60/261,143, ?led on Jan. 11, 
2001, entitled “Method of Making a Wall System,” the 
disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

DESCRIPTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention generally relates to construction, 
and more particularly to building Wall panels. 

2. Background Information 
It is common in commercial building construction 

throughout the World to build buildings through ?rst build 
ing a structural frame and then attaching to the outside 
surface of the structural frame an exterior skin of metal, 
masonry, limestone, marble, granite, and/or precast concrete 
panels. 

It is also Well knoWn in the art to use steel decking 
members to form roo?ng materials, or as ?oor members 
Wherein the steel decking is laid out in a horiZontal fashion 
and ?lled With concrete. The great bene?ts in steel roof and 
?oor decking is in its great strength and rigidity. An eXample 
of such ideal decking is manufactured by Vulcraft, as a 
“Conform (Type “C”)” styled decking. 

It is also knoWn in the art the creation of board stock 
Which is a composite of concrete and Wood ?bers. These 
boards are often referred to as Wood cement boards or 

cement boards, a typical kind being manufactured by Allied 
Building Products Corporation of East Rutherford, N.J., 
under the trademark VIROC®. The bene?ts in using such a 
cement board are the great Water resistance, freeZe/thaW 
resistance, ?re resistance, impact resistance, and sound 
resistance. 
What is needed is a method of combining the bene?ts of 

steel decking With the bene?ts of Wood cement boards to 
create building Wall panels Which can be fabricated off-site, 
hauled to the job site and erected vertically. The present 
invention solves this need. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a method of making a building 
Wail panel or building Wall panel system. The building Wail 
panels are made by taking a standard panel of metal roof 
decking having alternating ridges and channels and attach 
ing a length of board stock, such as a concrete board. These 
panels are then able to be attached to a steel frame or other 
type building shell. 

Still other objects and advantages of the present invention 
Will become readily apparent to those skilled in this art from 
the folloWing detailed description Wherein I have shoWn and 
described only the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
simply by Way of illustration of the best mode contemplated 
by carrying out my invention. As Will be realiZed, the 
invention is capable of modi?cation in various obvious 
respects all Without departing from the invention. 
Accordingly, the draWings and description of the preferred 
embodiment are to be regarded as illustrative in nature, and 
not as restrictive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an environmental vieW of four panels of a ?rst 
embodiment of the present invention used as a Wall system. 
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2 
FIG. 2 is a partial cross-sectional vieW of a second 

embodiment of the present invention. 
FIG. 3 is a partial cross-sectional vieW of a third embodi 

ment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a ?rst sequential, partial, end vieW of a fourth 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a second sequential, partial, end vieW of the 
embodiment of FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 is a third sequential, partial, end vieW of the 
embodiment of FIG. 4. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

While the invention is susceptible of various modi?ca 
tions and alternative constructions, certain illustrated 
embodiments thereof have been shoWn in the draWings and 
Will be described beloW in detail. It should be understood, 
hoWever, that there is no intention to limit the invention to 
the speci?c form disclosed, but, on the contrary, the inven 
tion is to cover all modi?cations, alternative constructions, 
and equivalents falling Within the spirit and scope of the 
invention as de?ned in the claims. 

The present invention is a building Wall panel and method 
of making such a building Wall panel. Referring initially to 
FIG. 1, panels of one embodiment of the invented Wall panel 
are shoWn. This ?gure shoWs four panels 10, 10‘, 10“, 10‘" 
of the present invention placed together in series. This series 
of panels, in use, are attached to a framed building eXterior 
surface, such as a red iron steel building frame. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, a partial, cross-sectional vieW of 
a pair of adjacent panels 11, 11‘ of a second embodiment of 
the present invention are shoWn. Each of these panels 11, 11‘ 
are made of a piece of metal decking 12, and piece of board 
stock 30. 
The preferred decking 12 is standard galvaniZed steel 

decking standardly used in construction for mainly roof and 
?ooring purposes. An eXample of such decking is made by 
Vuicraft, a division of Nucor Corporation, as “2C Conform” 
steel decking. This decking comes in standard Widths of 36 
inches Wide and is corrugated, having alternating 5-inch 
long ridges 14 on each side. Innerspaced betWeen these 
ridges 14 are channels 16. The preferred decking has ridges/ 
channels Which are at least 2—3“ Wide, and can be of any 
gauge steel or other material. It is also envisioned to use any 
other type of metal decking, preferably corrugated, each of 
Which may have various different measurements, including 
different ridge Widths. 

In the preferred embodiment, adjacent panels 12 of this 
style decking are able to lock together through the tongue 
and groove style overlap shoWn FIGS. 4—6 (discussed infra). 
Similar decking is made by many different manufacturers, 
including Verco Manufacturing Company of PhoeniX, AriZ. 

Attaching to this steel decking 12 of the panels 11, 11‘ is 
a board stock 30. While various types of board stock 30 are 
envisioned, including board stock made of lumber, particle 
board, concrete itself, or various other types of boarding, the 
preferred board used With the present invention is a Wood 
cement board. An eXample of such a Wood cement board is 
manufactured under the trademark VIROC® by Allied 
Building Products Corporation of East Rutherford, NJ. The 
VIROC® concrete boards are cement bonded particleboards 
Which are made of particles of Wood and Portland cement. 
This combination results in a board having the strength and 
?exibility of Wood, and has the durability and resistant 
qualities of cement (for instance, termite resistance). Cement 
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boards come in various thicknesses, Widths and lengths, 
however, any thickness, Width or length can be used With the 
present invention, and With the preferred Width being 
roughly the Width of the decking panel attached thereto. It is 
preferred to additionally use a length of board stock Which 
is roughly the length of the decking panels attached thereto. 

The attachment of the board 30 to the decking results in 
a plurality of pockets 18 Which are able to receive insulation. 
The cement board 30 or boards attach to the ridges of the 
decking 12. Such attachment can be done through any 
appropriate means, including, but not limited to fasteners, 
such as bolts, screWs, nails, and adhesives. In the preferred 
embodiment, as shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 3, the cement board 
30 is approximately the Width of the decking 12, and are 
screWed to the ridges 14 of the decking through use of 
screWs 20. 

The embodiment shoWn in FIG. 2 Would then be attached 
to a building exterior With the channel 16 side attaching to 
the building, and the cement board 30 side facing outWards. 

Referring noW to FIG. 3, the versatility of the invented 
panels can be seen. In this embodiment, a pair of connected 
panels 9, 9‘ are shoWn. Each panel 9, 9‘ comprises a decking 
panel 12 attaching to a panel of board stock 30 through use 
of fasteners 20. The board stock 30 attaches to the ridges 14 
of the panels 9, ‘9. 

The ability to insulate the panels 9, ‘9 is shoWn. Insulation 
is optional. For instance, insulation 44 is shoWn in the 
channels betWeen adjacent corrugations of the decking pan 
els 12. This insulation 44 could be any common type of 
insulating material, including, but not limited to Styrofoam, 
?berglass, rockWool, cellulose, sprayed on insulation, bloWn 
in insulation, and expanding foam. The insulation 44 can be 
located only facing the board stock 30, only facing the 
building frame, or could be on both sides of the panels 12 (as 
shoWn in FIG. 3). This insulation 44 can be applied before 
the decking panels 9, 9‘ are erected or the panels can be 
insulated after they are installed on the building frame. 

The ability to receive decorative ?nishes 39 on the outer 
surface of the board stock 30 is also shoWn. ShoWn in FIG. 
1 is the application of tWo types of ?nishes 39, namely a 
brick applique outer surface treatment 40 and a stucco outer 
surface treatment 41. There are numerous types of outer 
surface treatments can be applied to the panels, including, 
but not limited to natural and man-made products such as 
stone, stucco, acrylic textures, siding, and other treatments. 
These treatments Would be attached to the outer surface of 
the board stock 30 through any of the common means knoWn 
to those skilled in the art, including, but not limited, to 
adhesives and fasteners. These treatments can be applied on 
the job site or at the factory. 

Referring to FIGS. 4—6, shoWn is a sequential vieW of 
another embodiment of the present invention. Particularly, 
these ?gures shoW the joining of adjacent panels. This 
joining method is common With the preferred decking panels 
12 manufactured by Vulcraft and other manufacturers. The 
inventor adds to this standard joining method a method of 
sealing the joint. 

Referring ?rst to FIG. 4, shoWn is a ?rst panel 12 to be 
joined With a second panel 12‘. The ?rst panel 12 has a 
tongue 34, and the second panel 12‘ has a groove 36 for 
receiving the tongue 34. Any standard Way can be used to 
further join the tWo panels together, including but not limited 
to, drilling a screW through the groove Walls, through the 
tongue, and into the second groove Wall (not shoWn). 

Sealing the joint can be done by placing a backer rod 32 
of a compressible material, such as foam, plastic or rubber, 
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4 
adjacent the tongue 34. Then, as the tongue 34 is inserted 
Within the groove 36, this backer rod 32 is compressed by 
the tip of the groove 36, thereby forming a seal (FIG. 5). 
This joint can be further sealed by adding a caulking 
material 38 to the front side of the joint, through the adjacent 
board stock panels, and into the groove 36. This caulking 
material can be a ?re rated caulk. 
The preferred method of manufacture of the invented Wall 

panels involves ?rst taking one of the deck panels and laying 
upon that deck panel a sheet of the board stock. ScreWs are 
then used to screW the board stock to the deck panels, 
preferably at the ridges. It is preferred that the screWs be 
countersunk and ?nished. This Wall panel is then able to be 
shipped to the job site and be erected. 

Before the board stock is applied to the deck panel, the 
channels of the panel can be insulated. For instance, Styro 
foam insulation could be applied. It is also possible to join 
the board stock to the deck panel and then apply the 
insulation, for instance by bloWing in insulation, sliding in 
an insulation insert, or by injecting in an expanding foam. 
The invented panel could also be used as a ?oor panel or 

a roof panel. 
While there is shoWn and described the present preferred 

embodiment of the invention, it is to be distinctly understood 
that this invention is not limited thereto but may be variously 
embodied to practice Within the scope of this application. 

I claim: 
1. A construction method, said method comprising the 

steps of: 
providing a ?rst corrugated galvaniZed steel decking 

panel and a second corrugated galvaniZed steel decking 
panel, each of said panels comprising: a top and a 
bottom de?ning a length there-betWeen, said panel 
having a ?rst side and a second side de?ning a Width 
there-betWeen, said panel having a ?rst face and a 
second face, said panel having a number of ridges and 
channels parallel to said panel’s length, said ridges and 
channels in said ?rst face and said second face, Wherein 
insulation is placed in at least one of said channels, said 
?rst side de?ning a ?rst tongue and said second side 
de?ning a ?rst groove, said ?rst tongue for interlocking 
With the groove of a second panel, said ?rst groove for 
interlocking With the tongue of a third panel, a piece of 
Wood cement board stock attached to said ?rst face of 
said decking panel by screWing a plurality of screWs 
through said board stock and into said decking panel; 

attaching said the second face of said ?rst panel to the 
steel frame of a building, said ?rst panel second face 
facing toWard said steel frame, said ?rst panel ?rst face 
facing generally aWay from said steel frame; 

attaching said the second face of said second panel to said 
steel frame of said building, said second panel second 
face facing toWard said steel frame, said second panel 
?rst face facing generally aWay from said steel frame, 
Whereby the tongue of one of said panels interlocks 
With the groove of the other of said panels; and 

attaching a decorative outer surface treatment to said ?rst 
panel ?rst faces. 

2. The construction method of claim 1 Wherein said 
groove has a tip and Wherein a backer rod of compressible 
material is placed on said second face adjacent said tongue 
so that through the interlocking of said panels said tip 
compresses said backer rod thereby forming a seal. 

3. The construction method of claim 2 Wherein the 
attachment betWeen said panels de?ne a joint, said joint 
being further sealed by adding a caulking material to the ?rst 
face through the adjacent board stock panels and into the 
groove. 
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4. The construction method of claim 3 wherein the 
caulking material is a ?re rated caulk. 

5. A construction method, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a ?rst corrugated galvaniZed steel decking 
panel and a second corrugated galvaniZed steel decking 
panel, each of said panels comprising: a top and a 
bottom de?ning a length there-betWeen, said panel 
having a ?rst side and a second side de?ning a Width 
there-betWeen, said panel having a ?rst face and a 
second face, said panel having a number of ridges and 
channels parallel to said panel’s length, said ridges and 
channels in said ?rst face and said second face, Wherein 
insulation is placed in at least one of said channels, said 
?rst side de?ning a ?rst tongue and said second side 
de?ning a ?rst groove, said ?rst tongue for interlocking 
With the groove of a second panel, said ?rst groove for 
interlocking With the tongue of a third panel, Wherein 
said grooves have a tip and Wherein a backer rod of 
compressible material is placed on said second face 
adjacent said tongue so that through the interlocking of 
said panels said tip compresses said backer rod thereby 
forming a seal, a piece of Wood cement board stock 
attached to said ?rst face of said decking panel by 
screWing a plurality of screWs through said board stock 
and into said decking panel; 

attaching said the second face of said ?rst panel to the 
steel frame of a building, said ?rst panel second face 
facing toWard said steel frame, said ?rst panel ?rst face 
facing generally aWay from said steel frame; 

attaching said the second face of said second panel to said 
steel frame of said building, said second panel second 
face facing toWard said steel frame, said second panel 
?rst face facing generally aWay from said steel frame, 
Whereby the tongue of one of said panels interlocks 
With the groove of the other of said panels; and 

attaching a decorative outer surface treatment to said ?rst 
panel ?rst faces. 

6. The construction method of claim 5 Wherein the 
attachment betWeen said panels de?ne a joint, said joint 
being further sealed by adding a caulking material to the ?rst 
face through the adjacent board stock panels and into the 
groove. 

7. The construction method of claim 6 Wherein the 
caulking material is a ?re rated caulk. 
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8. A construction method, said method comprising the 

steps of: 
providing a ?rst corrugated galvaniZed steel decking 

panel and a second corrugated galvaniZed steel decking 
panel, each of said panels comprising: a top and a 
bottom de?ning a length there-betWeen, said panel 
having a ?rst side and a second side de?ning a Width 
there-betWeen, said panel having a ?rst face and a 
second face, said panel having a number of ridges and 
channels parallel to said panel’s length, said ridges and 
channels in said ?rst face and said second face, said 
?rst side de?ning a ?rst tongue and said second side 
de?ning a ?rst groove, said ?rst tongue for interlocking 
With the groove of a second panel, said ?rst groove for 
interlocking With the tongue of a third panel, Wherein 
said grooves have a tip and Wherein a backer rod of 
compressible material is placed on said second face 
adjacent said tongue so that through the interlocking of 
said panels said tip compresses said backer rod thereby 
forming a seal a piece of Wood cement board stock 
attached to said ?rst face of said decking panel by 
screWing a plurality of screWs through said board stock 
and into said decking panel, Wherein the attachment 
betWeen said panels de?ne a joint, said joint being 
further sealed by adding a caulking material to the ?rst 
face through the adjacent board stock panels and into 
the groove; 

attaching said the second face of said ?rst panel to the 
steel frame of a building, said ?rst panel second face 
facing toWard said steel frame, said ?rst panel ?rst face 
facing generally aWay from said steel frame; 

attaching said the second face of said second panel to said 
steel frame of said building, said second panel second 
face facing toWard said steel frame, said second panel 
?rst face facing generally aWay from said steel frame, 
Whereby the tongue of one of said panels interlocks 
With the groove of the other of said panels; and 

attaching a decorative outer surface treatment to said ?rst 
panel ?rst faces. 

9. The construction method of claim 8, Wherein insulation 
is placed in at least one of said channels. 

10. The construction method of claim 8, Wherein the 
caulking material is a ?re rated caulk. 

* * * * * 


