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A system, method and device for selecting and displaying 
navigational information is presented Which displays navi 
gational procedures and/or options, alloWs for selecting and 
deselecting the procedures and/or options, and alloWs for 
generating a predetermined set of navigational procedures 
and/or options based upon the previous selection of navi 
gational procedures and/or options. The system, method and 
device provide a more ef?cient and intuitive method for 
planning and programming a navigational path With special 
emphasis on facilitating the planning and programming of a 
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SYSTEM FOR SELECTING AND 
DISPLAYING FLIGHT MANAGEMENT 

SYSTEM PROCEDURES 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application claims priority from and the bene?t of 
US. Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/233,825, 
?led Sep. 19, 2000, the entire contents of Which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Technical Field 

The present invention generally relates to a system, 
method and device for selecting and displaying procedures 
or information relating to a ?ight management system 
(FMS). More particularly, the present invention relates to an 
ef?cient system, method and device for selecting and dis 
playing navigational information relating to the arrival and 
departure phases of an aircraft. 

2. Background Information 
Avariety of instrumentation is included in the cockpits of 

military, commercial and private aircraft. Some of these 
cockpit instruments include ?ight computers, Primary Flight 
Displays (PFD), radios, gauges, and an instrument knoWn as 
a Flight Management System (FMS) Which assists a pilot in 
building and mapping out a ?ight plan by formatting navi 
gation data and forWarding that data to a display system for 
real time display during a ?ight. The FMS navigation data 
can include Waypoints, distances and headings betWeen 
Waypoints, airports and navaids. The latitude and longitude 
of the various Waypoints, airports, and navaids are pro 
grammed into the FMS computer prior to ?ight in order to 
chart a portion of an aircraft’s intended course. 

Aconventional FMS display 10 is shoWn in prior art FIG. 
1 and illustrates various Waypoints 12 plotted along a course 
from an origination point A to a destination point B. A 
triangle symbol is used to represent each Waypoint 12, Which 
has an associated latitude and longitude, Which are abbre 
viated as LAT and LNG. A line interconnects the various 
Waypoint symbols 12, and may be further identi?ed With a 
distance in nautical miles, as Well as a heading in degrees 
betWeen the associated Waypoints. The autopilot may ?y the 
aircraft from point to point based on the latitude and 
longitude points of the Waypoints. Alternatively, the pilot 
may manually ?y the aircraft the intended distance at the 
identi?ed heading along the charted course. 

HoWever, Without programming a ?ight arrival phase, the 
?ight plan remains programmed to ?y the aircraft to the 
destination airport and, in particular, the control toWer at that 
destination airport. Therefore, in order to get to the endpoint 
of an intended approach, the pilot programs the arrival phase 
of the ?ight plan by selecting the arrival and approach, the 
landing con?guration, and the landing data. The selection of 
the arrival and approach includes the selection of a runWay 
and the selection of an approach. In addition, depending 
upon the location of the aircraft, a transition and arrival route 
may also need to be selected and programmed by the pilot. 
Once the arrival phase is programmed, it Will be inserted 
into the eXisting ?ight plan and the Waypoint list Will change 
to add all of the arrival Waypoints. 

The continued advancement in the sophistication of air 
craft ?ight displays has resulted in increasingly higher levels 
of information density Which has presented a greater amount 
of visual information to be perceived and understood by the 
operator. In many applications, it is important that visual 
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2 
displays provide a proper cognitive mapping betWeen What 
the operator is trying to achieve and the information avail 
able to accomplish the task. As a result, such systems 
increasingly utiliZe the human-factor design principles in 
order to build instrumentation and controls that Work coop 
eratively With human operators. More particularly, Title 14 
of the US. Code of Federal Regulations, Federal Aviation 
Regulations Part 25, Sec. 25.1321 et seq. provides 
guidelines for the arrangement and visibility of instruments, 
Warning lights, indicators, and the like. Similarly, detailed 
guidelines related to electronics displays can be found in 
FAA Advisory circular 20-88A, Guidelines on the Marking 
of Aircraft Powerplant Instruments (September 1985). 

Current arrival phase programming of the FMS involves 
multiple pages of information Which must be sWitched back 
and forth depending upon the programming and changes in 
programming of the arrival phase of the ?ight plan during 
?ight. This format requires the pilot to access, scan and 
assimilate several pages of ?ight arrival information and 
procedures in order to program in and change the arrival 
phase of the ?ight plan. As a result, it may be dif?cult for a 
pilot to locate, assimilate and program the arrival phase 
information and procedures if ?ight conditions are dif?cult. 

Accordingly, systems and methods for programming FMS 
procedures, and especially those that relate to the ?ight 
arrival phase of the ?ight plan, are needed Which are more 
ef?cient, more intuitive, and easier to use for the pilot. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a system for selecting 
and displaying FMS information and procedure categories 
Which have a plurality of options available in each category. 
The system includes a display means for displaying the FMS 
information and procedure categories Wherein each category 
includes a plurality of options for selection, a selection 
means for selecting and deselecting the options, and a 
processor con?gured to generate a predetermined set of 
options for vieWing Within each category When an option in 
any one category is selected or deselected. Further, in order 
to arrive at the predetermined sets of options after the 
selection or deselection of any one option, the processor 
must have access to a database of information relating to any 
landing sites Which the aircraft intends to utiliZe. 
Accordingly, the predetermined sets of options Which are 
generated are done so With reference to a selected landing 
site. 

In another aspect of the present invention, a means for 
scrolling through the predetermined sets of options is pro 
vided so that a pilot can more easily carry out continued 
selections and/or deselections of single options, the selection 
or deselection of Which continues to result in one or more 
regenerated sets of options thereby providing interactive 
feedback to the pilot. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a pilot 
With a more ef?cient, more intuitive, and easier to use 
system and method for selecting and displaying FMS infor 
mation and/or procedures With particular emphasis on the 
FMS data and procedures Which relate to the arrival and 
departure phases of an aircraft. 

In one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, 
an FMS display device for displaying the arrival or depar 
ture phases of an aircraft is presented Which includes means 
for selecting and deselecting a navigational choice Within a 
navigational category. One eXample of the device includes, 
but is not limited to, a device Where the means for selection 
may include a cursor control device, the navigational cat 



US 6,707,475 B1 
3 

egories may include FMS procedures associated With the 
arrival phase of a ?ight plan, and the navigational options 
may include various options for carrying out the FMS 
procedure associated With a given navigational category. For 
example, the navigational categories may relate to the arrival 
phase of an aircraft’s ?ight plan and could therefore include 
such FMS procedures such as selecting a runWay, selecting 
an approach, selecting a start position, selecting a transition, 
and selecting an arrival route. The navigational options 
Would relate to options for each of those categories. For 
example, the options listed under the FMS procedure cat 
egory for selecting a runWay may include several different 
numbered runWays that are associated With a given landing 
site or airport. 

Further, in one exemplary embodiment of the method of 
the present invention for selecting and displaying naviga 
tional information, a series of scrollable display areas for a 
set of navigational categories may be vieWed on an overall 
display area Where navigational options for each naviga 
tional category are listed Within the display area for that 
category and the navigational options in any given category 
may be scrolled through in order to make a selection. After 
a selection is made, a predetermined set of options for one 
or more categories Will automatically be displayed as a 
result of selecting or deselecting an option. For further 
clari?cation, the steps for selecting and displaying naviga 
tional information relating to the arrival phase of an air 
craft’s ?ight plan Will be described beloW. 

First, a user selects a runWay option under the runWay 
category such as runWay 08L, for example, Which means 
that the user has selected the left-hand side of runWay 8 of 
that airport Which represents the arrival destination. The 
selection may be made by Way of actuating a cursor control 
device capable of moving a cursor across the options 
selections, or highlighting the options selections, and then 
clicking the device to select the designated or highlighted 
option. In another aspect of the present invention, the 
selection may also be made by Way of a keyboard using the 
directional areas of the keyboard for highlighting option 
selections. Once the user selects the runWay option from the 
runWay category, the other runWay options Which Were not 
selected are automatically removed from the display area 
and other options relating to other procedures for mapping 
the arrival phase of the aircraft’s ?ight plan are automati 
cally presented. The automatically presented options are 
predetermined based upon the remaining procedures for 
?ight arrival that are still available as a result of selecting a 
speci?c runWay of the destination airport. For example, the 
display area for the runWay category Will only shoW runWay 
08L and the display area for selecting the type of approach 
Will only shoW those approaches that are available for 
runWay 08L of the destination airport. Moreover, display 
areas for other categories (such as, for example, start posi 
tion for descent, transition, and arrival route) may also 
automatically present a set of predetermined options that are 
available for that category given the selections that have 
been made in other categories thus far. 

Next, the pilot scrolls though the options noW available 
under the approach category and selects a speci?c approach 
type of such as, for example, Instrument Landing System 
(ILS). The ILS approach utiliZes a localiZed guide slope 
Which guides you to the airport both laterally and vertically. 
Once the approach option is selected, predetermined sets of 
options are generated based upon the options chosen in other 
categories thus far and are then automatically displayed. 
Alternatively, if the pilot changes his mind about the 
approach, he can simply deselect the approach and the 
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4 
predetermined list of options that existed before that selec 
tion Will be redisplayed. The continued process of selecting 
an option in each of the navigational categories is repeated 
until all necessary information has been programmed into 
the computer to carry out the complete arrival phase of the 
aircraft. 

It should be understood that both the foregoing general 
description and the folloWing detailed description are exem 
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further 
explanation of the claimed invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY 
DRAWING FIGURES 

A more complete understanding of the present invention 
may be derived by referring to the folloWing detailed 
description and claims When considered in connection With 
the folloWing illustrative ?gures Where like numerals denote 
like elements. 

FIG. 1 is a conventional FMS graphic display illustrating 
various Waypoints determining a ?ight plan from an origi 
nation point Ato a destination point B, including the various 
latitude and longitude identi?ers With the various Waypoints; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic shoWing the system of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic overvieW of an exemplary FMS 
display shoWing both alphanumeric and graphic informa 
tion; 

FIG. 4 is an exemplary display image shoWing selections 
in planning the arrival phase of an aircraft’s ?ight plan in 
accordance With an exemplary embodiment of the present 
invention shoWn after the selection of a runWay; and 

FIG. 5 is another exemplary display image shoWing 
selections in planning the arrival phase of an aircraft’s ?ight 
plan in accordance With an exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention shoWn after the selection of an approach. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY 
EMBODIMENTS 

Systems, methods and display devices in accordance With 
various aspects of the present invention facilitate a user’s 
interface With an informational display to more accurately 
and ef?ciently select FMS procedures in an avionics system. 
In that regard, the present invention may be described herein 
in terms of functional block components and various pro 
cessing steps. It should be appreciated that such functional 
blocks may be realiZed by any number of hardWare, 
?rmWare, and/or softWare components con?gured to per 
form the speci?ed functions. For example, the present 
invention may employ various integrated circuit 
components, e.g., memory elements, digital signal process 
ing elements, look-up tables, and the like, Which may carry 
out a variety of functions under the control of one or more 
microprocessors or other control devices. Such general 
techniques and components that are knoWn to those skilled 
in the art are not described in detail herein. Moreover, it 
should be understood that the exemplary process illustrated 
may include more or less steps or may be performed in the 
context of a larger processing scheme. Furthermore, the 
various schematics, display images, and methods presented 
in the draWing ?gures or the speci?cation are not to be 
construed as limiting the order in Which the individual 
process steps may be performed or the Way in Which the 
images relating to the process steps may be displayed. 

It should be appreciated that the particular implementa 
tions shoWn and described herein are illustrative of the 
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invention and its best mode and are not intended to other 
Wise limit the scope of the present invention in any Way. 
Indeed, for the sake of brevity, conventional techniques and 
components related to aircraft ?ight instrumentation, liquid 
crystal displays, image rendering, head up displays (HUD) 
Which require the pilot to intermittently scan various areas of 
the cockpit to obtain and analyZe the aircraft information, 
image rendering, landing and guidance methodologies, and 
other functional aspects of the systems (and components of 
the individual operating components of the systems) may 
not be described herein in detail. Furthermore, as previously 
indicated, the FMS display images shoWn in various ?gures 
are illustrative in nature and are not intended to limit the 
scope or applicability of the present invention in any Way. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, an exemplary system of the 
present invention for selecting and displaying navigational 
information relating to a phase of ?ight is shoWn. Exemplary 
system 20 includes a user interface 22, a central processing 
unit (CPU) 24, an avionics data base 26, and a display device 
28. In general, a user such as a pilot enters data via user 
interface 22 Which is directed to CPU 24. User interface 22 
may comprise a variety of con?gurations including, but not 
limited to, a cursor control device, a joystick, a mouse, a 
track ball, a keyboard, and the like, as long as the con?gu 
ration is suitable to accept input from a user. One exemplary 
embodiment of user interface 22 includes a cursor control 
device having a touch-pad interface device With a thumb 
actuation sWitch located on its side. When employing the 
device, the user rests a hand on a built-in palm rest to 
stabiliZe the hand, positions the ?ngertip for pointing, and 
positions the thumb for clicking. In an alternate 
embodiment, user interface 22 may comprise a track ball 
device Which is coupled With one or more keys or push 
buttons that are used to select data captured by the cursor. 
CPU 24 may include one or more processors Which are 

used to accept data or information from user interface 22 and 
process the information or data With information contained 
in an avionics data base 26 to arrive at information Which is 
displayed on display device 28, CPU 24 may include any 
number of individual microprocessors, memories, storage 
devices, interface cards, and other conventional components 
knoWn in the art. 
CPU 24 accesses avionics data base 26 to compare and 

process data relating to data Which Was inputted by a user via 
user interface 22. Avionics data base 26 may include data 
such as ?ight plan data, runWay data, approach data, tran 
sition data, arrival route data, landing data, other data 
relating to the approach and/or departure of an aircraft, and 
the like. 

Once the data from avionics data base 26 and user 
interface 22 are processed by CPU 24, the resulting data 
and/or information is displayed by utiliZing display device 
28. Display device 28 includes various graphical elements 
associated With the lateral position, vertical position, ?ight 
plan, arrival phase, departure phase, and/or other indicia of 
an aircraft’s operational state as determined from the data in 
avionics data base 26 and/or data that is input via user 
interface 22. One skilled in the art Will appreciate that the 
pilot may modify the ?ight plan, arrival phase, departure 
phase, and/or other such indicia graphically and/or numeri 
cally in accordance With feedback received by CPU 24. 
Display device 28 may include any display monitor suitable 
for displaying the various symbols and information detailed 
herein. Many conventional monitors are suitable for this 
task, including, for example, various cathode ray tube 
(CRT), liquid crystal display (LCD), and other electronic 
?at-panel display systems. In addition to the enhanced 
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6 
features and indicia described in more detail beloW, display 
device 28 may include any number of conventional 
elements, e.g., visual indicators, alphanumeric text, lights, 
and the like. 

In accordance With an exemplary embodiment of the 
invention, CPU 24 is con?gured to receive and process 
information associated With an approach target for the 
aircraft, e.g., a destination runWay. CPU 24 may also be 
suitably con?gured to receive and process target and/or 
bearing data included in avionics data base 26 Which relate 
to an intended destination of the aircraft. In a practical 
commercial aircraft application, such avionics data may be 
associated With speci?c landing coordinates, a runWay, a 
type of approach, an arrival route, or the like. This avionics 
data may be received by the aircraft via a conventional 
landing guidance system. As described in more detail beloW, 
CPU 24 may process avionics data contained in avionics 
data base 26 and generate appropriate signals to display 
device 28 such that display device 28 displays indicia 
representative of an arrival phase of a ?ight plan. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a schematic overvieW of an FMS display 30 
shoWing both alphanumeric and graphic information. The 
FMS display is also knoWn as an FMS WindoW and provides 
an interface to the pilot for ?ight plan creation, performance 
initialiZation, performance data, procedure selection and 
revieW, and takeoff and landing initialiZation and data. The 
FMS WindoW can be displayed in a 1/6, 1/3, or 1/2 WindoW 
format, as Well as a full WindoW format. The FMS display 
30 in FIG. 3 is shoWn in a full WindoW format. 

In FMS display 30, various selection tabs 31, 32 and 33 
are shoWn Which shoW information relating to arrival pro 
cedure selection, landing con?guration, and landing data, 
respectively. Like the full FMS display, an arrival phase of 
an FMS display can be displayed in a 1/6, 1/3, or 1/2 WindoW 
format, as Well as a full WindoW format. 

The STAR-approach selection tab 31 alloWs for the dis 
play and selection of various navigational categories and 
their underlying navigational choices or options. 

For example, FIG. 3 shoWs a runWay navigational cat 
egory 34, an approach navigational category 36, and a STAR 
navigational category 38. Under runWay navigational cat 
egory 34, there are several runWay choices or options 40 
contained in a navigational runWay option display area 42. 
Further, approach navigational category 36 includes a navi 
gational approach option display area 52 Which contains a 
plurality of navigational approach options 50, and STAR 
navigational category 38 includes a navigational STAR 
option display area 62 Which contains a plurality of navi 
gational STAR options 60. 

Referring again to FIG. 3, a ?ight plan display 65 is 
shoWn Which includes the path of the ?ight having Way 
points 66. This ?ight plan display 65 Will automatically 
change to add Way points When a phase of arrival is 
programmed by selecting from the various navigational 
categories and options displayed in the STAR approach 
selection tab 31. FMS display 30 also includes a landing 
con?guration tab 32 Which is used to select the aircraft 
landing con?guration and a landing data tab 33 Which is 
used to display the FMS computed landing data. With 
respect to the landing con?guration tab 32, defaults are 
provided for all ?elds contained Within the tab except the 
?elds identifying surface Winds and OAT. Further, With 
respect to the landing data tab 33, the multiplier ?eld is the 
only ?eld Which permits entry of data by the pilot. 

Exemplary display images shoWing selections under the 
STAR/approach selection tab 31 in planning the arrival 
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phase of an aircraft’s ?ight plan are shown in FIGS. 4 and 
5. With respect to FIG. 4, display image 70 is shown after 
the selection of a navigational runWay option 40 in the 
navigational runWay category 34. Once the runWay option 
40 has been selected, all of the other runWay options are 
removed from the runWay option display area 42. Moreover, 
as a result of the runWay selection, a predetermined set of 
options in one or more other categories, such as approach 
category 36 and STAR category 38, is automatically pre 
sented. These predetermined sets of options are determined 
based upon the runWay that is selected. For example, as 
shoWn in FIG. 4, tWo different approach options 50 are 
available for selection after selecting the right-hand runWay 
of runWay 8 (RW08R) as the runWay option. Predetermined 
result options Which automatically appear in one naviga 
tional category as a result of a selection in another naviga 
tional category alloWs the pilot to eliminate the task of 
having to vieW and assimilate several pages before identi 
fying the options in a navigational category that are avail 
able as a result of his previous selection. For example, 
instead of having to revieW all of the pages containing the 
types of approaches that are available for an aircraft after 
selecting a runWay, the pilot can simply vieW the more 
limited set of predetermined approach options 50 that are 
automatically presented in the approach option display area 
52. 

Scroll bars 72 are included With each navigational cat 
egory to aid in selecting the particular options contained in 
that category. The scrollable area includes all available 
options in a given navigational category Which exist as a 
result of a previously made selection in a navigational 
category. For example, in FIG. 4, the scroll bar 72 is 
con?gured to scroll through all of the approach options that 
are available to the aircraft as a result of selecting runWay 
RW08R. 

FIG. 5 illustrates display image 90 Which shoWs the 
subsequent selection of a type of approach that can be used 
on the right-hand runWay of runWay 8 (or RW08R). In order 
to make the selection, an approach option 50 is selected by 
highlighting one of the approach options 50 used for the 
right-hand runWay of runWay 8 Which are contained in the 
approach category 36. After the approach option selection is 
highlighted and programmed, all other approach options 
remaining in option display area 52 are removed from 
display area 52 and a predetermined set of transitions that 
are available as a result of selecting that approach are 
displayed beneath the selected approach. For example, in 
FIG. 5, an instrument landing system approach (ILS) for the 
right-hand runWay of runWay 8 Was selected and entered/ 
programmed. As a result of that selection and entry, all of the 
other approach options 50 Were removed from approach 
option display area 52 and the resulting transitions 80 
available as a result of selecting that approach are listed 
beloW the ILS approach option 50. In FIG. 5, the only 
transition 80 available as a result of selecting the ILS 
approach 50 is the AVONA transition 80 listed under the ILS 
approach 50. 

This selection process then continues and predetermined 
sets of options are automatically displayed as a result of 
previously selected options. For example, in FIG. 5, the 
AVONA transition 80 may be selected and entered/ 
programmed and that entry Would then result in a predeter 
mined set of arrival route options 60 contained in arrival 
route display area 62 Within arrival route category 38. 
Basically, the arrival route options 60 represent different 
paths into the airport and, depending upon the type of 
approach and the direction from Which the approach is being 
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made, a transition 80 may or may not be necessary to utiliZe 
a particular arrival route 60. As can be seen from FIGS. 4 
and 5, the selection of an option may be represented by a box 
81 Which outlines or highlights the option and the entry or 
programming of the option may be represented by a check 
mark 83 placed next to the option. 

Although a system, method and device for displaying and 
selecting navigational information has been described and 
illustrated With reference to certain illustrative examples, it 
is not intended that the invention be limited to these illus 
trative embodiments. Those With skill in the art Will recog 
niZe that various modi?cations and alternatives are possible 
Without departing from the spirit of the invention. For 
example, although reference has been made throughout to 
“aircraft”, it is intended that the invention also be applicable 
to vehicles that are on the ground. Accordingly, it is intended 
that the invention include all such modi?cations and alter 
natives as fall Within the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. Asystem for selectively displaying an aircraft arrival or 

departure phase, comprising: 
a processor con?gured to supply one or more display 
commands; and 

a display coupled to receive the display commands from 
the processor and operable, in response thereto, to 
simultaneously display a plurality of navigational cat 
egories and one or more selectable and deselectable 
navigational choices Within each navigational category, 

Wherein the navigational choices displayed in one or more 
navigational categories change simultaneously as a 
navigational choice displayed in one or more other 
navigational categories is selected or deselected. 

2. The system of claim 1, Wherein: 
each navigational category and one or more of its asso 

ciated navigational choices are simultaneously dis 
played in separate display areas; and 

each display area includes a scroll bar con?gured to 
selectively display a number of the navigational 
choices therein. 

3. The system of claim 1, Wherein the plurality of navi 
gational categories include at least one of a runWay, an 
approach, a departure, a top of descent position, a top of 
ascent position, a transition, an arrival rout, and a departure 
route. 

4. The system of claim 1, further comprising: 
a user interface con?gured to accept one or more user 

input commands. 
5. The system of claim 4, Wherein: 
the user input commands include navigation choice selec 

tion and deselection commands, Whereby a naviga 
tional choice may he selected and deselected, respec 
tively; 

the processor is further con?gured to revive the navi 
gational choice selection and deselection commands 
from the user interface and (ii) supply, in response 
thereto, navigational choice selection and deselection 
display commands, respectively; and 

the display is further operable, in response to the naviga 
tional choice selection and deselection display 
commands, to display a single navigational choice in 
a navigational category When that single navigational 
choice is selected using the user interface and (ii) 
display all the selectable navigational choices in a 
navigation category When no single navigational choice 
is deselected using the user interface. 
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6. The system of claim 1, further comprising: 
an avionics database con?gured to store at least data 

related to aircraft arrival and departure, 
Wherein the navigational choices displayed Within each 

navigational category are based at least in part on the 
data stored in the avionics database. 

7. The system of claim 6, Wherein the stored data includes 
aircraft arrival and departure data for a plurality of aircraft 
landing sites. 

8. A method of displaying aircraft arrival or departure 
phase information, comprising: 

simultaneously displaying a plurality of navigational 
categories, and one or more selectable and deselectable 
navigational choices Within each navigational category, 
on a single display screen; and 

simultaneously changing the navigational choices dis 
played in one or more navigational categories When a 
navigational choice displayed in one or more other 
navigational categories is selected or deselected. 

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising: 
simultaneously displaying each navigational category and 

one or more of its associated navigational choices in 
separate display areas on the display screen; and 

associating a scroll bar With each display area that is 
con?gured to selectively display a number of the navi 
gational choices therein. 

10. The method of claim 8, Wherein the plurality of 
navigational categories include at least one of a runWay, an 
approach, a departure, a top of descent position, a top of 
accent position, a transition, an arrival rout, and a departure 
route. 

11. The method of claim 8, Wherein the navigational 
choices displayed Within each navigational category are 
based at least in part on stored aircraft arrival and departure 
data. 

12. The method of claim 11, Wherein the stored aircraft 
arrival and departure data includes such data for a plurality 
of aircraft landing sites. 

13. The method of claim 8, further comprising: 
displaying a single navigational choice in a navigational 

category When that single navigational choice is 
selected; and 

displaying all the selectable navigational choices in a 
navigation category When no single navigational choice 
is deselected. 
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14. A system for selecting and displaying ?ight manage 

ment system (FMS) procedures, comprising: 
a user interface con?gured to accept one or more user 

input commands; 
a processor coupled to the user interface and responsive 

thereto, to supply one or more display commands; and 

a display coupled to receive the display commands from 
the processor and operable, in response thereto, to 
simultaneously display a plurality of navigational cat 
egories and one or more selectable and deselectable 
navigational choices Within each navigational category, 

Wherein the navigational choices displayed in one or more 
navigational categories change simultaneously as a 
navigational choice displayed in one or more other 
navigational categories is selected or deselected. 

15. The system of claim 14, Wherein: 
each navigational category and one or more of its asso 

ciated navigational choices are simultaneously dis 
played in separate display areas; and 

each display area includes a scroll bar con?gured to 
selectively display a number of the navigational 
choices therein. 

16. The system of claim 14, Wherein: 
the user input commands include navigation choice selec 

tion and deselection commands, Whereby a naviga 
tional choice may be selected and deselected, respec 
tively; and 

the display is further operable, in response to the naviga 
tional choice selection and deselection display 
commands, to display a single navigational choice in 
a navigational category When that single navigational 
choice is selected using the user interface and (ii) 
display all the selectable navigational choices in a 
navigation category When no single navigational choice 
is deselected using the user interface. 

17. The system of claim 14, further comprising: 
an avionics database con?gured to store at least data 

related to aircraft arrival and departure, 
Wherein the navigational choices displayed Within each 

navigational category are based at least in part on the 
data stored in the avionics database. 


