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UNITED STATES FFICEo 

THOMAS RUNE‘LL POST, OF WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA. 

DATiNG-STAM P. 

_ EPEGIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 669,661, dated March 12, 1901. 

I Application ?led October 4, 1900 serial No. 31,959. (No model.) 

T0 at” whmn it may concern: ‘ 
Be it known that I, THOMAS RUNELL PosT, 

._ a citizen of the United States, residing at Wil 
mington, in the county of New Hanover and 
State of North Carolina, have invented cer 
tain new and usefullmprovements in Dating 
Stamps, of which the following is a_ full and 
complete speci?cation, such as will enable 
those skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to dating-stamps, 

such as are usually employed in banks, rail 
" way~of?ces, steamshiplines, and other simi 

lar business places; and the object thereof is 
to provide an improved device of this class 
which is simple in construction and operation 
and which is also strong and durable and par 
ticularly designed to prevent fraud on the 
part of employees or others having charge and 
use thereof. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the fol 

lowingspeci?cation, of which the accompany 
ing drawings form a part, in Which— 
Figure 1 is a side View of my improved dat 

ing-stamp, part of the casing thereof being 
1; broken away to better show the interior; Fig. 

I‘ 2, a plan view; Fig. 3, a partial section on the 
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line 3 3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 4, an inside view of a 
detail of the construction; Fig. 5, a partial 
section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 2; Fig. 6, a side 
View similar to Fig. 1, showing a modi?cation; 
and Fig. 7, a sectional view of a detail of the 
construction shown in Fig. 6. 

In the drawings forming part of this speci 
?cation the separate parts of myimprovement 
are designated by the same reference charac 
ters in each of the views, and in the practice 
of my in ventionl provide a dating-stamp com 
prising a casing composed of sides a and d2 
and ends I), and a part of the side a2 consists 
of a door as, which, as shown in the drawings, 
is hinged at 0.4. 
The casing of my improved dating-stamp is 

also provided with a top cl, in which is formed 
a rectangular opening (12, which is preferably 
nearer one side than the other and one side 
of whicli is closed by the door a3, and for the 
purposes of this description one end of the 
dating-stamp is called the “right” and the 
other the “left” hand end. 
Placed over the rectangular opening (12 and 

almost centrally thereof is a plate e, having a 

central depending portion 62, which ?ts within 
the side walls of said opening, and a top flange 
23, which rests on said side walls, and the top 
surface of said plate is preferably provided 
with an elliptical bead 64, within which is 
formed a rectangular opening es, and the side 
wall of the opening 65, adjacent to the door as, 
is cut out, as shown at e6 in Fig. 3, beyond the 
bead 64, and mounted transversely of the cas 
ing, beneath said opening 65, is a shaft e7, on 
whichis placed the usual (late-disksf,f2, and 
f3, respectively, on which are placed the char 
acters which represent the months of the year, 
the days of the month, and the year, these ele 
ments being of the usual and well-known con 
struction. I also provide a detachable plate 
g, which is set into the space formed at e“ at 
the side of the opening 65 and on which is 
formed a part of the elliptical bead, and this 
plate is detachable and is designed as an ini 
tial-plate or name-plate, and in practice each 
party having a right to use my improved dat 
ing-stamp is provided with one of these plates, 
on which his name or initials are formed, the 
initials shown in the drawings being “ O. E. 
8.,” and by means of this construction the 
stamp itself or the imprint or mark formed 
thereby will always indicate by whom it was 
used, it being understood that if at any time 
any party having a right to use the stamp sur 
renders said right to another for a period of 
time he will remove his initial or name plate, 
and the party following him in the use of the 
stamp will insert his own initials or name 
plate. 
At the right of the plate 6 and adjacent 

thereto is placed a roller h, and a similar 
roller k2 is placed at the left of and far 
ther from the plate 62, said rollers being re 
spectively placed in the right and left hand 
ends of the opening (Z2, respectively, and be 
neath the roller h and slightly to the right 
thereof is placed another roller 77.3, while a 
roller 71.‘1 is placed below and to the left of the 
roller hz, and mounted on the rollers h, 722, if, 
and h4 is an endless inking-tape 7115, which 
passes over the plate 6. 
Beneath the bottom stretch of the inking 

tape .h‘‘ and substantially midway between 
the rollers h3 and h4 is a tension-roller he, the 
shaft of which is provided with spring-sup 
ported bearings 7L7, and the shaft h8 of the 

55 

65 

70 

75 

85 

9O 

95 



IO 

15 

25 

35 

.40 

45 

56 

55 

65 

roller h‘fis provided at one end with a ratchet 
wheel 70, and formed on the left end I) of the 
casing is a bearing 702, through which passes 
a shaft 703, on the ends of which is mounted a 
lever k4, provided with side jaws 765, through 
which the shaft 103 passes, and one of the jaws 
105 is provided with an arm m, to which is 
pivoted a pawl m2, which operates in connec 
tion with the ratchet-wheel 7a, and between 
the top plate of the casing and the lever k4is 
placed a strong spiral spring m3, and said le 
ver 704 is provided at its forward end with the 
usual stamp-head m4 and knob m5. I also 
provide an ink-reservoir 'n, having a top plate 
712, and the lower end of which is wedge-shaped 
in form, as shown vat 71.3, the back thereof or 
that side adjacent to the right end of the 
stamp being inclined forwardly and down 
wardly, and the front thereof or that side ad 
jacent to the roller it being straight, as shown 
at W, and at the lower end of the reservoir is 
an opening H5, and hinged to the top thereof 
at n6 is a plate 127, and the side walls of the 
reservoir 01 are provided with projecting jaws 
its, in which is mounted a rod n9, having a 
backwardly-directed projection 0, which is 
adapted to bear on the plate M, and the rod 
n9 is provided at one end with an angular 
handle 02, and said plate 017 is adapted to close 
the opening at n5 in the bottom of the reser 
voir 'n, and secured to the inclined back por 
tion of said reservoir is a brush 03, which pro 
jects downwardly and forwardly and which 
is adapted to bear on the inking-tape h“. The 
plate n2 of the reservoir 'n rests on the top of 
the stamp-casing, as shown in the drawings; 
but said reservoir may be secured in place in 
any desired manner. . ' 

Whenever it is desired to ink the tape k5, 
all that is necessary is to turn the shaft n9 by 
means of the handle 02 thereof, when the 
plate at will be released, so that the ink can 
?ow onto the brush m5, and by turning the 
handle 020i’ the shaft 719 back into the position 
shown in Fig. 1 the opening at the bottom of 
the reservoir will be closed. The connection 
of the pawl m2 with the lever 104 and the 
ratchet-wheel k is such that at each down 
ward movement of the lever 704 the roller it‘ 
will be turned and with it the rollers h, 712, 
and ha, and the tape 71.5 will move in the di 
rection of the arrow at in Fig. l, and a fresh 
portion of the tape is thus presented over the 
date-disks f, f2, and f8 at each downward 
movement of the lever k4. 

. By employing the endless tape h5 and op 
erating it in the manner herein described I 
secure a great advantage over most of the de 
vices of this class as now constructed and op 
erated. - The endless tape h5 will last inde? 
nitely and is kept constantly in condition for 
use by means of the ink supplied by the res 
ervoir n. . 

The shaft 67, on which the date-disks ?fz, 
and f3 are placed, and the shafts of the roll 
ers h, 719, ha, and k4 are provided with bear 
ings r on the inner side of the door a‘’, one of 
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said bearings being shown in Fig. 4 and all 
of them in Fig. l, partly in dotted and partly 
in full lines, and the side of the casing oppo 
site the door as is made thick as shown in. 7 

Fig. 3, so as to form an extended bearing for 
said shafts, the ends of said shafts being sim 
ply supported on the bearings '1', formed on 
or secured to the door (13. 

In the drawings forming part of this speci 
?mcation I have shown the door a3 hinged so 
as to swing laterally; but said door may be 
hinged at the bottom or the left-hand lower 
corner thereof, so that it would swing verti 
cally, and in either event the ends of the 
shafts will be suitably supported by the bear 
ings 0" when the door is closed, and any suit 
able means may be provided for securing the 
door in a closed position, and’ in Figs. (5 and 
7 I have shown a modified form of construc 
tion embodying these principles. In this form 
of construction the door a3 or that part of the 
stamp-casing which is hinged to the. body 
thereof is hinged at its lower left-hand corner, 
as shown at s, and the said end of the said 
door or hinged side of the casing is provided 
with a lug or projection 82, which ?ts in a cor 
responding recess ss, formed in the stationary 
part of the side a2 of the stamp casing or body. 
The door or hinged side a3 in this form of con 
struction is adapted to swing downwardly, 
and when raised into its normal position, as 
shown in Fig. 6, the lug or projection s2 is in 
the recess 33 and holds said hinged side or 
door in its proper position and prevents it 
from moving laterally; but any suitable de 
vice may be provided for preventing it from 
dropping downwardly when the stamp is 
raised. In this form of construction the bear 
ings r of the various shafts are the same as 
hereinbefore described, and the ends of the 
shafts rest thereon .when the door or hinged 
side of the stamp-body is in its raised posi 
tion, and in this form of construct-ion I have 
also shown a modi?ed support for the ink 
reservoir and a slight modi?cation in the con 
struction of the reservoir itself. The front 
end of the stamp casing or body, which in this 
view is designated by the reference character 
34, is hinged at the bottom thereof, as shown 
at s5 in Figs. 6. and 7, and secured to the bot 
tom of the stamp body or casing is a spring 36, 
which bears on the lower end of said hinged 
front end of the stamp body or casing, which 
in this case constitutes a door, and said lower 
end of said door is so formed that the spring 8 
will hold the door either in a closed or in an 
open position. The reservoir'nin this modi? 
cation is held in place by a screw 57, which 
passes through the door 34 and into the back of 
the reservoir or into the brush-holder, and in 
this form of construction the plate 127 is hinged 
at w and is provided at its lowerend with alip 
102, which closes the opening in the lower end 
of the reservoir, and said plate is normally 
held in the position shown by a spring 103, 
placed between the upper end thereof and the 
reservoir, and in order to open the. opening 
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in the lower end of the reservoir, so as to al 
low the ink to?ow therefrom onto the brush, 
the upper end of the plate is pressed in the 
direction of the reservoir. 
The hinged door or end 84 of the stamp 

‘frame or body may be held in the closed po 
sition ‘by any suitable means. By providing 
the shafts on which the various rollers and 
the date-disks are mounted with bearings of 
the form described, secured to or formed on 
tl16d00l‘a3, I provide a construction by means 
of which the endless tape 725 may be conven 
iently placed in position or removed when~ 

' ever desired. 

Myinvention is not limited to the construe 
tion herein shown and described, and many 
alterations in and modifications of the same 
may ‘be made without departing from the 
spirit of my invention or sacri?cing its ad 
vantages. ‘ 

Having fully described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent— 

1. In a dating-stamp of the class described, 
a casing provided in the top thereof with an 
opening, a plate set into said ‘opening trans 
versely thereof,said plate being provided with 
a central opening, a shaft mounted beneath 
said plate and provided with datedisks which 
pass upwardly through said opening, and a 
detachable name-plate mounted in the first 
named plate adjacent to one side of said open 
ing, substantially as shown and described. 

2. In a dating-stamp of the class described, 
a casing provided in the top thereof with an 
opening, a plate set into said opening trans 
versely thereof,said plate being provided with 
a central opening, a shaft mounted beneath 
said plate and provided with date-disks which 
pass upwardly through said opening, and a 
detachable nameplate mounted in the first 
named plate adjacent to one side of said open 
ing, and means for inking said disks and said 
name-plate, substantially as shown and de~ 
scribed. 

3. In a dating-stamp of the class described, 
a casing provided in the top thereof with an 
opening, a plate set into said opening trans 
versely thereof,said plate being provided with 
a central opening, a shaft mounted beneath 
said plate and provided with date-disks which 
pass‘ upwardly through said opening, and a 
detachable name-plate mounted in the ?rst~ 
named plate adjacent to one side of said open 
ing, and means for inking said disk and said 
name-plate, consisting of an endless tape 
mounted on rollers arranged within the eas 
ing forwardly and backwardly of said plates 
and said disks, substantially as shown and 
described. 

4. In a dating-stamp of the class described, 
a casing provided in the top thereof with an 

‘ opening, a plate set into said opening trans 
versely thereof,said plate being provided with 
a central opening, a shaft mounted beneath 
said plate and provided with date-disks which 
pass upwardly through said opening, and a 

detachable name-plate mounted in the ?rst 
named plate adjacent to one side of said open 
ing, and means for inking said disk and said 
name plate, consisting of an endless tape 
mounted on rollers arranged within the eas 
ing forwardly and backwardly of said plates 
and said disks, and means for inking said tape, 
substantially as shown and described. 

5. In a dating-stamp of the class described, 
a casing provided in the top thereof with an 
opening, a plate set into said opening trans 
verselytl1ereof,said plate being provided with 
a central opening, a shaft mounted beneath 
said plate and provided with date-disks which 
pass upwardly through said opening, and a 
detachable name-plate mounted in the first 
named plate adjacent to one side of said open~ 
ing, and means for inking said disks and said 
name - plate, consisting of an endless belt 
mounted on rollers arranged within the cas 
ing forwardly and backwardly of said plates 
and said disks, and means forinking said tape. 
consisting of a detachable reservoir mounted 
in the'casing at one end thereof and adjacent 
to said tape, and provided with devices for 
supplying ink thereto, substantially as shown 
and described. 

6. A dating-stain p, comprisinga casing pro 
vided with an opening in the top thereof, a 
plate mounted therein, and provided with a 

1 central opening,daie‘disks mount-ed on a shaft 
beneath said plate and adapted to project 
through the opening therein, a detachable 
name-plate mounted in the ?rst-named plate 
adjacent to one side of said disks, an endless 
tape arranged in said casing on rollers mount 
ed therein, and adapted to pass over said ?rst 
named plate, and a tension-roller operating 
in connection with said tape, substantially as 
shown and described. 

7. Adating-stamp, com prisinga casing pro 
vided with an opening in the top thereof, a 
plate mounted therein, and provided with a 
central opening,date-disks mounted on ashaft 
beneath said plate and adapted to project 
through the opening therein, a detachable 
name-plate mounted in the first~nan1edl plate 
adjacent to one side of said disks, an endless 
tape arranged in said casing on rollers mount 
ed therein, and adapted to pass over said ?rst 
named plate7 and a tension-roller operating 
in connection with said tape, said casing be 
ing provided at one side with a hinged door 
having bearings for the shaft of said disks 
and for the shafts of said rollers, substantially 
as shown and described. 

8. A dating-stamp, comprisinga casing pro 
vided with an opening in the top thereof, a 
plate mounted therein, and provided with a 
central opening, date - disks mounted on a 
shaft beneath said plate and adapted to pro 
ject through the opening therein, a detach 
able name-plate mounted in the ?rst-named 
plate adjacent to one side of said disks, an 
endless tape arranged in said casing on roll 
ers mounted therein, and adapted to pass 
over said ?rst-named plate, and a tension 

70 

75 

So 

90 

95 

105 

IIO 

I15 

[20 

I25 



.10 

20 

4:1: 

roller operating in connection with said tape, 
said casing being provided at one side with a 
hinged door having bearings for the shaft of 
said disks and for the shafts of said rollers, 
and one of said rollers on which said tape is 
mounted being provided at one end with a 
ratchet-wheel, and a spring-supported lever 
pivoted to said casing and provided with an 
arm having a pawl in operative connection 
with said ratchet - wheel, substantially as 
shown and described. 

- 9. Adating-stamp,comprisingacasingpro 
vided with an opening in the top thereof, a 
date-plate mounted in said opening, dating 
disks mounted beneath said opening and pro 
jecting therethrough, an endless inking-tape 
mounted on rollers Within said casing and 
vadapted to pass over said date -plate, and 
means for inking said tape consisting of a 
reservoir mounted in one end of said casing 
and provided with a brush which bears on 
said tape, said casing being also provided 
with a hinged side which is adapted to swing 
vertically, and which has bearings on its in 
ner side for the shaft of said rollers, and the 
shaft of the date-disks,substantially as shown 
and described. 

10'. A dating-stamp, comprising a casing 
' having a hinged door at one side,and an open 
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ing in the top thereof, a date-plate mounted 
in said opening, a shaft mounted thereunder 
and provided with date-disks which project 
through the opening in said plate, said plate 
being also provided at one side and adjacent 
to the opening therein with a detachable 
name-plate, rollers mounted in said casing, 
and provided at one end with bearings in said 
door, said rollers being adapted to receive an 
endless tape Which passes over the date-plate, 
one of said rollers being also provided with a 
ratchet-Wheel, and a spring-supported lever 

66.9.2651 

mounted over the casing, and in operative ‘ 
connection with said ratchet-Wheel, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

11. A dating-stamp, comprising a casing 
provided with an opening in the top thereof, 
a plate mounted therein, and provided with 
a central opening, date-di‘sks'mounted on 
a shaft beneath said plate and adapted to 
project through an opening therein, rollers 
mounted in said casing and adapted to re 
ceive an endless tape, one side of said casing 
being hinged and adapted to swing vertically, 
and the shafts of said rollers and the shaft of 
the date-disks being provided with open bear 
ings secured to said hinged door or side, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

12. A dating-stamp, comprising a casing 
provided with an opening in the top thereof, 
a plate mounted therein, and provided with 
a central opening, date-disks mounted on 
a shaft beneath said plate and adapted to 
project through an opening therein, rollers 
mounted in said casing and adapted to re—’ 
ceive an endless tape, said casing being also 
provided with a hinged door or side'which is 
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adapted to swing vertically, and 'the shafts v 
of said rollers and the shaft of the date-disks 
being provided with open bearings secured 
to said hinged door or side, and ‘means for 
inking said ribbon, consisting of an ink-res 
ervoir secured to the front of said casing, and 
provided with a brush adapted to hear there 
on, substantially as shown and described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 29th 
day of September, 1900. ‘ 

" THOS. RUNELL POST. 
, Witnesses: 

S. P. COLLIER, 
W. M. CUMMING. 
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‘Correction in Letters Patent No. 669,661. 

Affidavit having been ?led showing that the name of the patentee in Letters Patent 

No. 669,661, granted March 12, 1901, for an improvement in “ Dating-Stamps,” should 

have been written and printed Thomas Russell Post instead of “ Thomas Rnnell Post," 

it is hereby certi?ed that the proper correction has been made in the ?les and records 

pertaining to thecaise in the Patent O?ice, and should be read in the Letters Patent 

that the same may conform thereto. 

Signed, countersigned, and sealed this 9th day of April, A. D., 1901. 

[SEAL] F. L. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 

Gonntersigned : 
F. I. ALLEN, 

Commissioner of Patents. 


