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AUTOGRAPH VERIFICATION AND 
AUTHENTICATION SYSTEM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application claims the priority bene?t of US. pro 
visional patent application Ser. No. 60/180,706, ?led Feb. 7, 
2000, of the same title and by the same inventor. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to techniques and systems 
for verifying and authenticating the signatures of Well 
knoWn personalities. More particularly, the present inven 
tion relates to a comprehensive autograph authentication 
system that involves the cooperation of each signatory, a 
process for independent con?rmation of the signing, and a 
tamper-proof labeling system unique for each autographed 
item. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

The ?eld of autograph collection is a signi?cant one, 
involving the exchange of such collectibles for ever 
increasing fees. The autographs of interest run the range 
from sports personalities to politicians. As might be 
expected, the price that can be charged for a particular 
autographed item is dependent upon the celebrity of the 
personality, the item, and the rarity of the autograph, among 
other parameters. Needless to say, the money associated 
With this activity has generated a substantial industry in 
forged signatures. In fact, there are likely more items avail 
able for purchase having forged or faked rather than authen 
tic signatures thereon. The availability of forgeries or fakes 
necessarily harms the celebrity Whose signature has been 
passed off, both in terms of reputation and ?nancial loss. As 
importantly, it harms the consumer Who purchases the item 
With the false belief that the signature is real. That person has 
expended money-sometimes a signi?cant amount—in order 
to purchase a Worthless product. 

US. Pat. No. 5,971,435 issued to DiCesare et al. describes 
a system for verifying the authenticity of an autograph. The 
DiCesare system requires a consumer to Witness the signing 
of an item by a celebrity. A voucher is then provided to the 
consumer to con?rm the authenticity of the signature pur 
suant to the observation. The voucher includes identifying 
information as Well as a code number. The code number is 

also applied to the signed article. A database of veri?ed 
signings is then developed and is accessible to con?rm the 
authenticity of a signing of a particular item that has been 
cataloged. In that regard, DiCesare ensures that a consumer 
Who has vieWed an autographing by a celebrity of a par 
ticular item can prove to others the authenticity of the 
autograph. 

Unfortunately, there are several key limitations to the 
DiCesare system. First, it either requires the consumer, or 
tWo Witnesses, to be present at the signing of the item to 
establish the authenticity. In the ?rst instance, this can be an 
extremely dif?cult part of the process in that celebrities tend 
to be busy and the intersection of their availability and that 
of the particular consumer is likely to be quite small. While 
one could argue that such a restriction could be minimized 
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2 
at an organiZed signing for example, such an approach is 
unlikely to be suitable for such events Where the goal 
ordinarily is to have the signings proceed as rapidly as 
possible. In the second instance, there remains no assurance 
that the “Witnesses” are suf?ciently reliable to ensure that 
they are not part of a scheme in Which they claimed to have 
observed a celebrity signing that did not occur. That is, there 
still remains the possibility that a group of individuals Will 
generate faked signed and Witnessed items. 
The Witness reliability problem noted above leads to the 

second limitation of the DiCesare system. Speci?cally, there 
is insuf?cient reliability in the nature of the labeling system 
described in that patent. DiCesare fails to teach a veri?cation 
system that ensures the labels themselves cannot be faked. 
There is no indication that the DiCesare system includes 
means for preventing a compromise of the integrity of the 
labeling. As a result, authentication labels could in turn be 
faked, rendering the Whole system open to veracity com 
plaints. 

Therefore, What is needed is an autograph veri?cation and 
authentication system that can establish With certainty that a 
celebrity has, in fact, signed a particular item. What is also 
needed is such a veri?cation and authentication system that 
is suf?ciently convenient for the celebrity and does not 
require the presence of the purchaser/holder of the signed 
item. Further, What is needed is an autograph veri?cation 
and authentication system that includes tamper-proof means 
for establishing the authenticity of the signature. Moreover, 
What is needed is an autograph veri?cation and authentica 
tion system that includes the step of having the celebrity sign 
an af?davit attesting to the signing of a speci?c item or set 
of items and having corresponding code associated there 
With. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
autograph veri?cation and authentication system that can 
establish With certainty that a celebrity has, in fact, signed a 
particular item. It is also an object of the present invention 
to provide such a veri?cation and authentication system that 
is suf?ciently convenient for the celebrity and does not 
require the presence of the purchaser/holder of the signed 
item. Further, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an autograph veri?cation and authentication system 
that includes tamper-proof means for establishing the 
authenticity of the signature. Additionally, it is an object of 
the present invention to provide an autograph veri?cation 
and authentication system that includes the step of having 
the celebrity sign an af?davit attesting to the signing of a 
speci?c item or set of items and having corresponding code 
associated thereWith. 

These and other objects are achieved in the present 
invention by providing a comprehensive autograph veri? 
cation and authentication system. The system includes the 
step of having a celebrity meet directly With a representative 
of a provider of the veri?cation system of the present 
invention. At that time, upon having the celebrity sign an 
item or set of items, the representative af?xes to the item a 
tamper-proof label unique to the item. The label is preferably 
created prior to the signing of the item or items but may 
alternatively be created at the time of the signing. The label 
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includes tWo forms of coding. The ?rst is a visible one that 
provides unique identifying information. The second one is 
not visible but is instead embedded Within a hologram 
depiction and can only be observed by the authentication 
service provider. The label includes Information associated 
With the signing and that information is entered into a 
database of related information. The label may additionally 
include a piXelated kinetic matriX of a unique service 
provider image containing microteXt information only read 
able by magni?cation. That matriX, in addition to the embed 
ded information, ensures that the service provider is the only 
one able to read and qualify a particular portion of each label 
to verify its authenticity. This additional layer of protection 
ensures that counterfeiting cannot occur even if embedded 

information is not copied. Finally, the representative of the 
veri?cation system provider obtains from the celebrity a 
signed statement that identi?es the items(s) signed, the date 
and location of the signing, and reference to the label(s) 
af?Xed to the item(s). Having the celebrity sign a statement 
containing that information ensures that a speci?c item 
having a unique speci?c tamper-proof label is authentic. 

In addition to the important step of having the celebrity 
sign a statement verifying the items signed, the tamper-proof 
label is an important aspect of the system of the present 
invention. Speci?cally, the label is designed to be destroyed 
or obviously altered in any attempt to remove it from the 
item. The label may be made of any damage-evident mate 
rial but is preferably a hologram. In addition, the label 
includes digitally embedded coding, such as alphanumeric 
coding that is uniquely associated With the particular signed 
item. That coding may include the name of the celebrity, the 
date and location of the signing, and a sequential identi?er 
unique to that label. The label may also include a portion of 
the noted information, preferably not including the unique 
sequential code, that is observable by the item oWner With 
out requiring special reading equipment. It is important to 
note that each signed item have a single unique code 
associated thereWith to establish With certainty the unique 
ness of that signed item. 

The database of information related to the signed item and 
its associated coding is a preferred means to ensure con 

sumers that an autograph is authentic. Speci?cally, using 
Well-knoWn database development means, a representative 
of the veri?cation system provider records the details of a 
particular signing and the embedded coding applied to the 
labeling for the item. In addition, the names and addresses 
of Witnesses to the signing may be included, as Well as the 
information related to the signed af?davit from the celebrity, 
Which af?davit is retained in a secured facility. The database 
may then be accessed by the system provider in order to 
con?rm or refute the authenticity of a signed item, Which 
access must be accompanied by a scanning of the label 
applied to the item. This database may be particularly useful 
if and When a particular signed item is transferred from one 
oWner to another and the second oWner Wishes to verify the 

authenticity of the signature. That second purchaser may 
retain the service provider to access the database, revieW the 
item and its label, and establish With substantial certainty the 
authenticity of the autograph. Additionally, the celebrity 
may access the database to verify speci?c signings as 
desired. 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

4 
These and other advantages of the present invention Will 

become apparent upon revieW of the folloWing description 
and the accompanying draWing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a simpli?ed ?oWchart representation of the 
primary steps and components of the autograph veri?cation 
and authentication system of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a simpli?ed front vieW of an eXemplar tamper 
proof label of the system of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a simpli?ed representation of an interconnected 
computer system including the autograph information stored 
in a database accessible through a Website controlled by the 
authentication system provider. 

FIG. 4 shoWs a photograph of a celebrity including the 
celebrity’s signature and an exemplar label of the system of 
the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

An autograph veri?cation and authentication system of 
the present invention is represented in FIG. 1. The system is 
a process including a series of steps related to the develop 
ment of unique encoded tamper-proof labels and the forma 
tion of an expandable database. The ?rst step in the process 
includes providing one or more items to be autographed. 
Such an item may be provided by the celebrity, the consumer 
interested in obtaining a signature, the veri?cation system 
service provider, or a sponsor. The second step is identifying 
and establishing a location for the celebrity to conduct a 
signing. That location may be at the celebrity’s of?ce, for 
eXample, at a sponsor’s chosen site, at the service provider’s 
facility, or an alternative location. The third step of the 
system is joining the celebrity and one or more representa 
tives of the service provider together at the location at a 
mutually acceptable time. It is important in the process that 
a representative of the service provider be at the location in 
order to maintain the integrity of the process. 

The fourth step in the system is to have available at the 
signing event a sufficient number of tamper-proof encoded 
and encodeable security labels to ensure that each item to be 
signed has its oWn unique sequentially encoded alphanu 
meric security code. It can be seen from FIG. 1 that the 
security labels are preferably prepared on holographic 
material, Which material includes a self-adhering adhesive 
and the appearance of Which is readily identi?ed as damaged 
in the event an attempt is made to remove it from the item. 

In addition, each security label is preferably encoded in 
advance With the unique code such that each label can be 
identi?ed With one and only one item by that code. The 
unique code is preferably only machine-readable and can 
only be accessed through a keyed security system. The label 
may further include a piXelated kinetic matriX image unique 
to the service provider and readable only under magni?ca 
tion. Such a label arrangement may be obtained from 
CFC/Northern Bank Note, Security Holographics, 
Countryside, Ill. 
The ?fth step in the process is to have the celebrity sign 

each of the one or more items to be autographed. NeXt, a 

label is ?naliZed for each item signed, preferably after each 
individual item is autographed. At this time, the additional 
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information applied to the label may include the name of the 
celebrity, the date of the signing, the location of the signing, 
and the type of item signed. Of course, depending upon the 
particular situation, any of that information knoWn in 
advance may be coded on the label in advance. In any event, 
visible as Well as machine-readable-only information may 
be applied to the label. 

The encoded label With a unique embedded security code 
is an important component of the system to ensure the 
authenticity of the autograph associated thereWith. A repre 
sentation of an exemplar label is shoWn in FIG. 2. For 
illustration purposes only, that draWing shoWs that the label 
may include for vieWing With the naked eye, among other 
information, the name of the celebrity, the date of the 
signing, the location of the signing, and the particular item 
signed. Of course, it Would have that information and the 
unique sequential code embedded and not visibly readable. 
It may additionally include the unique code in a readable 
form as Well as a pixelated kinetic matrix image readable by 
magni?cation only. 

Referring again to FIG. 1, after the items to be auto 
graphed by a particular celebrity have been signed, a key 
aspect of the present invention is the step of having the 
celebrity sign an af?davit related to the signing event. The 
af?davit Would include a complete listing of the items signed 
by that celebrity. It Would also include the date of the signing 
event, its location, and the celebrity’s statement to the effect 
that the autograph is that of the celebrity on the items listed. 
If desired, a corresponding set of labels matching those 
applied to the individual items listed in the af?davit could be 
applied to the af?davit or otherWise retained by the service 
provider representative. The representative could optionally 
sign a corresponding af?davit. 

The ?nal step in the process of the present invention as 
represented in FIG. 1 involves inputting into a centraliZed 
database managed by the service provider the information 
associated With the signing event. That information Would 
include, but not be limited to, the name of the celebrity, the 
name of the one or more obtainers of the item or items 

signed, if knoWn, the date of the signing, the location of the 
signing, the items signed, and the unique sequential code 
associated With each item signed. That database of informa 
tion may be used by the service provider to establish and 
maintain the integrity of the signing information in that only 
true autograph events Would be recorded therein. The data 
base could be accessed upon request from a celebrity, the 
original obtainer of the signed item, or a subsequent inter 
ested buyer. The party seeking veri?cation of the authentic 
ity of the autograph Would either have to knoW and provide 
the unique sequential code or, preferably, the item in ques 
tion. In the latter instance, the label could be observed by the 
service provider for evidence of tampering. Additionally, the 
label could be subjected to machine reading of the embed 
ded code for evaluation. 

Referring to FIG. 4, an article 12 (a photograph of a 
celebrity in this representative example) is shoWn. The 
article 12 has the celebrity’s signature 14 Written thereon. 
Also affixed to the article 12 is a label 16. As discussed 
above the label 16 is preferably prepared on holographic 
material, Which material includes a self-adhering adhesive 
and the appearance of Which is readily identi?ed as damaged 
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in the event an attempt is made to remove it from the item. 
In addition, the label 16 is provided With a ?rst code 18 
providing unique identifying information and a second code 
20 providing unique identifying information. The ?rst code 
18 is visible With the naked eye, and the second code 20 is 
not visible With the naked eye. The second code 20 (Which 
is shoWn in outline characters to represent its non-visible 
nature) is only machine-readable and can only be accessed 
through a keyed security system. The label 16 further 
includes a pixelated kinetic matrix image 22 unique to the 
service provider and readable only under magni?cation. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3, the unique identifying informa 

tion including the relevant coding information for each 
autographed item may be stored in the database. That 
database is retained on a computing system controlled by the 
authentication system provider. The computing system may 
be connected via signal exchange means to other computing 
systems via an interconnection system such as a Wide area 

netWork, a local area netWork, or the global interconnection 
system commonly referred to as the Internet. The provider 
optionally provides as a feature of the system a portal or 
Website that users, including signed item purchasers or 
potential purchasers, individual celebrities, parties With 
security interests in signed items, or the like, may access. 
That access is controlled by the provider Who provides 
unique security codes for such accessing. Further, the com 
puting system is con?gured to alloW parties seeking access 
to the database to access only those items for Which they 
have the visible code information. The provider remains the 
only party enabled to observe the embedded code. 

While the invention has been described With reference to 
a particular example embodiment, it is intended to cover all 
modi?cations and equivalents as described in the folloWing 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A process for verifying and authenticating the auto 

graph of an individual, the process comprising the steps of: 
a. providing to the individual one or more items to be 

autographed and having the individual autograph each 
of the one or more items in the presence of a repre 
sentative of a veri?cation system provider; 

b. generating for each of the one or more items a label to 
be applied to the one or more autographed items, 
Wherein each said label is tamper-proof; 

c. creating as part of each said label a ?rst code providing 
unique identifying information related to the particular 
autographed item and the individual, Wherein said code 
is visible; and 

d. creating as part of each said label a second code 
providing unique identifying information, Wherein said 
second code is not visible With the naked eye. 

2. The process as claimed in claim 1 Wherein the step of 
generating each said label is performed prior to having the 
individual autograph the one or more items. 

3. The process as claimed in claim 1 Wherein the step of 
generating each said label is performed While the individual 
autographs the one or more items. 

4. The process as claimed in claim 1 Wherein said second 
code is embedded in a hologram depiction of each said label. 

5. The process as claimed in claim 1 further comprising 
the step of inserting said unique identifying information into 
a database. 
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6. The process as claimed in claim 5 wherein said 
database is con?gured to be accessed by said veri?cation 
system provider to con?rm or refute the authenticity of an 
autograph by the individual based upon receipt from a user 
of said ?rst code. 

7. The process as claimed in claim 6 further comprising 
the step of scanning the label of the item offered for 
autograph authenticity and detecting said second code. 

8. The process as claimed in claim 5 further comprising 
the step of enabling the individual to access the database to 
revieW said unique identifying information for one or more 
items for Which the individual has said ?rst code. 

9. The process as claimed in claim 8 further comprising 
the step of enabling an item purchaser to retain said veri? 
cation system provider to access said database to revieW said 
unique identifying information for one or more items for 
Which the purchaser has said ?rst code. 

10. The process as claimed in claim 5 Wherein said 
veri?cation system provider manages a Website accessible 
through an interconnected computer system, Wherein said 
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Website includes access to said database, Wherein said 
database is accessible via said Website by users. 

11. The process as claimed in claim 1 Wherein each said 
label includes a piXelated kinetic matriX representing a 
unique image associated With said veri?cation system pro 
vider thereby providing counterfeit protection for each label. 

12. The process as claimed in claim 1 further comprising 
the step of obtaining from the individual a signed statement 
identifying the one or more items autographed, the date and 
location of the autographing, and a reference to each said 
label. 

13. The process as claimed in claim 1 Wherein each said 
unique identifying information includes alphanumeric cod 
ing uniquely associated With each of the one or more 
autographed labels. 

14. The process as claimed in claim 13 Wherein said 
unique identifying information includes the name of the 
individual, the date and location of the autographing, and a 
sequential identi?er unique to each said label. 


