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PRESS BUTTON SWITCH 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to electric switches and, 
more particularly, to a press button sWitch having a seesaW 
sWitching mechanism for sWitching the circuit betWeen 
on/off positions. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Avariety of electric sWitches, including seesaW sWitches 

and press button sWitches are knoWn. FIG. 1 shoWs a press 
button sWitch 1 according to the prior art. This design uses 
a press button 11 to move a metal contact plate 12 betWeen 
on/off positions. The metal contact plate 12 is pivoted to the 
end portion 15 of one terminal 14 by a hook plate 13, and 
moved by the push button 11 to sWitch on/off contacts 17 
and 18 subject to the effect of a spring plate 16. This design 
is not suitable for high current application. For high current 
application, additional component parts must be added, 
resulting in complicated structure and high frequency of 
failure. 

FIGS. 2A and 2B shoW a seesaW sWitch 2 according to the 
prior art. This design of seesaW sWitch 2 uses a plank 21 to 
move a spring 23 controlled push rod 22, causing the push 
rod 22 to push a metal contact plate 24 betWeen on/off 
positions. This design of seesaW sWitch 2 is suitable for high 
current application. 

FIG. 2C is a sectional vieW of a seesaW sWitch 20 
according to TaiWan patent publication no. 320355, Which 
Was issued to the present inventor. According to this design, 
turning the plank 201 leftWards or rightWards sWitches 
on/off the circuit. When an overcurrent occurred, the metal 
contact plate 202 automatically trips off. 

FIGS. 3A~3E shoW an overload protective press button 
sWitch according to TaiWan patent publication no. 458362. 
This structure of overload protective press button sWitch 
comprises a housing 31, the housing 31 having a top opening 
311 and tWo open chambers 313 and 314 separated by a 
partition plate 312, a metal contact unit 33 installed in the 
housing 31, a sWitching mechanism 35, a press button 
assembly 32, and a linkage 34. The linkage 34 comprises a 
spring member 342 supported on the partition plate 312, a 
press member 341 mounted on the spring member 342, and 
a sWivel holder 344 pivoted to the housing 31. The sWivel 
holder 344 has a guide hole 343, Which receives the press 
member 341, and a positioning portion 345 connected to the 
sWitching mechanism 35. 
When pressed the press button assembly 32, the press 

member 341 is forced doWnWards to compress the spring 
member 342 and to bias the sWivel holder 344, thereby 
causing the sWitching mechanism 35 to sWitch on the metal 
contact unit 33. When sWitched on, the spring member 342 
pushes the press member 341 back to the initial position. The 
upper part I of this overload protective press button sWitch 
is similar to the design of the aforesaid prior art press button 
sWitch. The loWer part II of this overload protective press 
button sWitch is similar to the design of the aforesaid prior 
art seesaW sWitch. This design is similar to Yu’s TaiWan 
utility model no. 83365 (equivalent to US. Pat. No. 5,262, 
748) With the exception of the additional press button 
assembly 32. The sWivel holder 344 is equivalent to Yu’s 
seesaW plank. This structure of overload protective press 
button sWitch is complicated, resulting in high manufactur 
ing cost and inconvenience of use. When the push button 
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2 
assembly 32 pressed to the position shoWn in FIG. 3C, and 
the sWivel holder 344 is biased leftWards, the metal contact 
unit 33 is sWitched on. When the user released the hand from 
the push button assembly 32, the push button assembly 32 
is moved to the position shoWn in FIG. 3D. VieWing from 
the outside, it shoWs no difference betWeen the position of 
3B and the opposition of 3D, therefore the user cannot knoW 
“on” or “off” status of the sWitch When vieWed from the 
outside. For on/off indication, a complicated indicator circuit 
must be installed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been accomplished under the 
circumstances in vieW. It is one object of the present 
invention to provide a press button sWitch, Which enables the 
user to knoW “on” or “off” status of the sWitch When vieWed 
from the outside. It is another object of the present invention 
to provide a press button sWitch, Which provides the advan 
tages of a seesaW sWitch. It is still another object of the 
present invention to provide a press button sWitch, Which is 
easy and inexpensive to manufacture. It is still another 
object of the present invention to provide a press button 
sWitch, Which has indicator means to indicate on/off status. 
It is still another object of the present invention to provide 
a press button sWitch, Which achieves the advantages of an 
overload protective type seesaW sWitch. It is still another 
object of the present invention to provide a press button 
sWitch, Which can easily be reset When tripped off due to an 
overload. To achieve these and other objects and according 
to one aspect of the present invention, the press button 
sWitch comprises a spring-supported press button, and a 
push member pivoted to the spring-supported press button 
and controlled by the spring-supported press button to slide 
along tWo symmetrical endless sliding tracks and to sWitch 
the seesaW sWitching mechanism betWeen on/off positions. 
According to another aspect of the present invention, the 
endless sliding tracks each have a top positioning point 
adapted for supporting the press button in “on” position, and 
a bottom positioning point adapted for supporting the press 
button in “off” position. Therefore, the user can knoW “on” 
or “off” status of the push button sWitch visually subject to 
the elevation of the push button. According to still another 
aspect of the present invention, the seesaW sWitching mecha 
nism can be equipped With a metal contact plate that 
automatically trips off upon an overload. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a sectional vieW of a press button sWitch 
according to the prior art. 

FIG. 2A is a sectional vieW of a seesaW sWitch according 
to the prior art When turned off. 

FIG. 2B is similar to FIG. 2A but shoWing the seesaW 
sWitch sWitched on. 

FIG. 2C is a sectional vieW of a seesaW sWitch according 
to TaiWan patent publication no. 320355, issued to the 
present inventor. 

FIG. 3A is an exploded vieW of an overload protective 
press button sWitch according to TaiWan patent publication 
no. 458362. 

FIGS. 3B~3C shoW the actions of the overload protective 
press button sWitch of FIG. 3A. 

FIG. 3D is a sectional vieW of a prior art press button 
sWitch in a ?rst position. 

FIG. 3E is a sectional vieW of a prior art press button 
sWitch in a second position. 
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FIG. 4 is an exploded vieW of a press button switch 
according to the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is an elevational vieW of the present invention, 
shoWing the press button sWitch sWitched off. 

FIG. 6 is similar to FIG. 5 but shoWing the press button 
sWitch sWitched on. 

FIG. 7A is a sectional vieW of the present invention, 
shoWing the press button sWitch sWitched off. 

FIG. 7B is similar to FIG. 7Abut shoWing the press button 
pressed. 

FIG. 7C is a sectional vieW of the present invention, 
shoWing the press button sWitch maintained in “on” posi 
tion. 

FIG. 7D is similar to FIG. 7C but shoWing the press 
button pressed. 

FIG. 7E is a schematic draWing the seesaW sWitching 
mechanism tripped off upon an overcurrent. 

FIG. 8A is a sectional vieW, in an enlarged scale, taken 
along line 8A—8A of FIG. 7A. 

FIG. 8B is a sectional vieW, in an enlarged scale, taken 
along line 8B—8B of FIG. 7C. 

FIG. 9 is a schematic draWing shoWing the design of the 
endless sliding track according to the present invention. 

FIG. 10A is a sectional vieW taken along line 10A—10A 
of FIG. 9. 

FIG. 10B is a sectional vieW taken along line 10B—10B 
of FIG. 9. 

FIG. 11 is a schematic draWing shoWing the continuous 
sWitching actions of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIGS. From 4 through 9, a press button 
sWitch is shoWn comprising a housing 4, a press button 5, 
three terminals 6 (the ?rst terminal 6a, the second terminal 
6b, and the third terminal 6c), a seesaW sWitching mecha 
nism 7, and an actuating structure 8. 

The housing 4 is a holloW member having a top opening 
42, and a side cover 41 covered on one lateral open side 
thereof. The press button 5 is vertically movably mounted in 
the top opening 42 of the housing 4 and supported on springs 
51. The terminals 6 are mounted in the housing 4 at a bottom 
side. The seesaW sWitching mechanism 7 is installed in the 
housing 4, and controlled to sWitch on/off the circuit of the 
terminals 6. The actuating structure 8 is installed in the 
housing 4, and controlled by the press button 5 to move the 
seesaW sWitching mechanism 7 betWeen on/off positions. 

The actuating structure 8 comprises tWo endless sliding 
tracks 81 bilaterally provided inside the housing 4, and a 
push member 82 (one of the endless sliding tracks 81 is 
formed in the inner side of the side cover 41). Each endless 
sliding track 81 is formed of four sliding rails 811m 812m 
813 and 814 connected to one another, forming a top 
positioning point A at the connecting area betWeen the ?rst 
sliding rail 811 and the fourth sliding rail 814, a bottom 
positioning point C at the connecting area betWeen the 
second sliding rail 812 and the third sliding rail 813, a ?rst 
turning point B at the connecting area betWeen the ?rst 
sliding rail 811 and the second sliding rail 812, and a second 
turning point D at the connecting point betWeen the third 
sliding rail 813 and the fourth sliding rail 814 (see FIG. 9). 
The top positioning point A and the bottom positioning point 
C are vertically aligned and disposed above the elevation of 
the ?rst turning point B and the second turning point D. The 
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4 
?rst turning point B and the second turning point D are 
equally spaced from the bottom positioning point D at tWo 
sides. The press button 5 is shaped like a rectangular cap, 
having tWo pivot holes 52 aligned at tWo sides. As illustrated 
in FIG. 4, the push member 82 is a substantially II-shaped 
member injection-molded from springy plastics, having tWo 
horiZontal pivot rods 823 respectively perpendicularly 
eXtended from tWo opposite vertical lateral sideWalls thereof 
near the top and respectively coupled to the pivot holes 52 
of the press button 5, tWo bottom push portion 821 pressed 
on the ?ank of the seesaW sWitching mechanism 7, and tWo 
guide rods 822 respectively perpendicularly extended from 
the tWo opposite vertical lateral sideWalls adjacent the 
bottom push portions 821 and respectively slidably coupled 
to the sliding tracks 81 for moving along the sliding tracks 
81 to guide the plank 71 of the seesaW sWitching mechanism 
7 betWeen on/off positions. The push member 82 forms With 
the press button 5 a linkage M. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 4, 8A and 8B, the plank 71 of the 

seesaW sWitching mechanism 7 has tWo pivot rods 711 
respectively perpendicularly eXtended from tWo opposite 
lateral sideWalls thereof and respectively pivoted to the tWo 
opposite vertical lateral sideWalls of the housing 4. The top 
side of the plank 71 is smoothly curved inWards, having a 
protruded middle portion 712 and tWo elongated side bear 
ing portions 713 respectively sloping toWard the protruded 
middle portion 712 at a loWer elevation than the protruded 
middle portion 712. When installed, the bottom push por 
tions 821 of the push member 82 are respectively stopped at 
the side bearing portions 713 of the plank 71 of the seesaW 
sWitching mechanism 7. Because the side bearing portions 
713 respectively sloping doWnWards toWard the protruded 
middle portion 712, the push member 82 is maintained 
coupled to the plank 71 of the seesaW sWitching mechanism 
7 for positive sWitching control. Further, the springy mate 
rial property of the push member 82 keeps the guide rods 
822 coupled to the sliding tracks 81 of the actuating structure 
8. 

Referring to FIGS. 10A and 10B, there are elevational 
differences h1, h2, h3, and h4 respectively disposed in the 
connecting area betWeen the ?rst sliding rail 811 and the 
second sliding rail 812, the connecting area betWeen the 
second sliding rail 812 and the third sliding rail 813, the 
connecting area betWeen the third sliding rail 813 and the 
fourth sliding rail 814, and the connecting area betWeen the 
fourth sliding rail 814 and the ?rst sliding rail 811, such that 
the guide rods 822 are con?ned to the moving direction 
along the sliding rails in the order of 811E|812|I|813|I|814 

Referring to FIGS. 7A~7D and FIG. 9, When sWitched off, 
the press button 5, the guide rods 822 of the push member 
82 are respectively positioned in the top positioning points 
A of the sliding tracks 81, and the press button 5 are 
supported in the upper limit position. When pushing the 
press button 5 doWnWards from the upper limit position 
shoWn in FIG. 7A to the elevation of the top side of the 
housing 4, i.e., the loWer limit position shoWn in FIG. 7B, 
the guide rods 822 of the push member 8 are moved along 
the ?rst sliding rail 811 to the ?rst turning point B. At this 
time, the bottom push portions 821 of the push member 82 
forces the plank 71 to tilt, and the metal contact plate 74 of 
the seesaW sWitching mechanism 7 is forced by the spring 72 
and push rod 73 of the seesaW sWitching mechanism 7 
toWard the ?rst terminal 6a, thereby causing the end contact 
portion 741 of the metal contact plate 74 to contact the 
contact portion 61 of the ?rst terminal 6a and to further 
sWitch on the sWitch. When releasing the hand from the 
press button 5 at this time, the springs 51 immediately push 
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the press button 5 upwards, thereby causing the guide rods 
822 to be moved upwards along the second sliding track 812 
to the bottom positioning point C (see FIG. 7C and FIG. 9). 
At this time, the press button 5 partially protrudes over the 
top side of the housing 4, and the sWitch is maintained in the 
“on” position. 

Further, a neo lamp 9 is connected betWeen the second 
terminal 6b and the third terminal 6c, and a resistor 92 is 
installed in one lead Wire 91 of the neo lamp 9 to the third 
terminal 6c. When the sWitch sWitched on, the neo lamp 9 
is turned on. When Wishing to sWitch off the sWitch, press 
the press button 5 to the loWer limit position as shoWn in 
FIG. 7D. At this time, the guide rods 822 are moved along 
the third sliding rail 813 to the second turning point D (see 
FIG. 9) to tilt the plant 71, thereby causing the metal contact 
plate 74 of the seesaW sWitching mechanism 7 to be dis 
connected from the ?rst terminal 6a, and therefore the 
sWitch is sWitched off. When released the press button 5, the 
guide rods 822 are moved from the second turning point D 
along the fourth sliding rail 814 to the top positioning point 
A shoWn in FIG. 7A, keeping the sWitch in “off” position. 

Furthermore, because the press button sWitch uses a 
seesaW sWitching mechanism for sWitching the circuit 
betWeen on/off positions, the seesaW sWitching mechanism 
can be made to trip off automatically upon an overload by 
means of the application of the knoWn techniques, for 
eXample, the use of a metal contact plate that changes the 
shape subject to a signi?cant temperature change. 

Although a particular embodiment of the invention has 
been described in detail for purposes of illustration, various 
modi?cations and enhancements may be made Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
Accordingly, the invention is not to be limited eXcept as by 
the appended claims. 
What the invention claimed is: 
1. A press button sWitch comprising: 
(a) a housing, having a top opening and a side cover 

covered on one lateral open side thereof; 

(b) spring means mounted inside said housing; 
(c) at least tWo terminals mounted in said housing for 

connecting to a poWer source; 

(d) a seesaW sWitching mechanism, installed Within said 
housing and having a plank With a ?rst stable position 
and a second stable position, Wherein said ?rst stable 
position closes a circuit betWeen said at least tWo 
terminals and said second stable position opens the 
circuit betWeen said at least tWo terminals betWeen; 

(e) a press button mounted in the top opening of said 
housing and supported on said spring means for press 
ing by hand; and 

(f) an actuating structure controlled by said press button 
and juxtaposed With said seesaW sWitching mechanism 
to displace said seesaW sWitching mechanism betWeen 
said ?rst stable position and said second stable position; 
Wherein said actuating structure includes: 
a pair of endless sliding tracks bilaterally provided 

inside said housing, said pair of endless sliding 
tracks each including a top positioning point dis 
posed in a top side thereof for supporting said seesaW 
sWitching mechanism in said ?rst stable position, 
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and a bottom positioning point vertically spaced 
beloW said top positioning point and supporting said 
seesaW sWitching mechanism in said second stable 
position, 

a ?rst turning point located aWay from said bottom 
positioning point at a left loWer side and for guiding 
said seesaW sWitching mechanism from said ?rst 
stable position to said second stable position, and 

a second turning point located aWay from said bottom 
positioning point at a right loWer side for guiding 
said seesaW sWitching mechanism from said second 
stable position to said ?rst stable position; and 

a push member pivotaly connected to said press button 
at a bottom side thereof, said push member including 
at least tWo bottom push portions respectively sup 
ported on said plank of said seesaW sWitching 
mechanism for synchronous movement With said 
push member to reversibly move said seesaW sWitch 
ing mechanism betWeen said ?rst stable position and 
said second stable position, and 

tWo guide rods extending from tWo opposite lateral 
sides of said push member and respectively slidably 
coupled to said pair of endless sliding tracks for 
guiding movement of said push member to displace 
said seesaW sWitching mechanism betWeen said ?rst 
stable and said second stable positions. 

2. The press button sWitch as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
said push member is a substantially II-shaped member, 
having tWo horiZontal pivot rods bilaterally disposed near a 
top side thereof and respectively coupled to respective pivot 
holes of said press button. 

3. The press button sWitch as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
said plank of said seesaW sWitching mechanism has a 
protruded middle portion, and tWo elongated side bearing 
portions disposed at tWo sides of said protruded middle 
portion at a loWer elevation than said protruded middle 
portion for supporting the bottom push portions of said push 
member. 

4. The press button sWitch as claimed in claim 3, Wherein 
said elongated side bearing portions of said plank of said 
seesaW sWitching mechanism are respectively doWnWardly 
sloping toWard tWo opposite lateral sides of said protruded 
middle portion. 

5. The press button sWitch as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
said endless sliding tracks of said actuating structure each 
are formed of a ?rst sliding rail, said ?rst sliding rail having 
a ?rst end and a second end, a second sliding rail, said 
second sliding rail having a ?rst end connected to the second 
end of said ?rst sliding rail and forming With the second end 
of said ?rst sliding rail said ?rst turning point and a second 
end, a third sliding rail, said third sliding rail having a ?rst 
end connected to the second end of said second sliding rail 
and forming With the second end of said second sliding rail 
said bottom positioning point and a second end, and a fourth 
sliding rail, said fourth sliding rail having a ?rst end con 
nected to the second end of said third sliding rail and 
forming With the second end of said third sliding rail said 
second turning point and a second end connected to the ?rst 
end of said ?rst sliding rail and forming With the ?rst end of 
said ?rst sliding rail said top positioning point. 


