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CHILD RESISTANT, DISPOSABLE, 
PREMEASURED DOSAGE SPOON 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to metering medicine dos 
ages and particularly to the need for supplying users With 
premeasured dosage packaging. More particularly, the 
present invention relates to child resistant premeasured 
packaging Which Will be convenient and ef?cient yet dif? 
cult for children to breach. Speci?cally, the present inven 
tion involves a child resistant, disposable, premeasured 
dosage spoon useful for liquid, poWder, bead, slurry or other 
?oWable medicine. 

2. Information Disclosure Statement 

The folloWing patents relate to the state of the art in the 
?eld of disposable spoons for metered dosage medicine: 
US. Pat. No. 5,988,459 to Nelson et al. describes a 

child-resistant package including a multilayered polymeric 
tray having a basin and a brim. The tray has a plastic 
structural layer and a bonding layer. A multilayered poly 
meric cover has a cross-oriented, tear-resistant layer, a 
bonding layer, and a moisture-barrier layer betWeen the 
tear-resistant layer and the bonding layer of the cover. The 
bonding layer of the cover is sealed to the bonding layer of 
the brim of the tray to form a closed cavity betWeen the tray 
and the cover. 

US. Pat. No. 5,975,305 to Steven J. Barger describes a 
unit dose spoon having a boWl portion, a recessed handle 
portion communicating With the boWl portion. An upWardly 
extending pedestal is mounted in the recessed handle portion 
and is provided With an upWardly extending cutting blade on 
the top surface thereof. A container is integrally hinged to 
the free end of the handle portion and contains a unit dose 
of ?uid such as medicine, Which is sealed in the container by 
a rupturable plastic cover. When the container is folded 
forWardly toWard the handle portion and pushed doWn 
Wardly toWard the pedestal, the blade thereon punctures the 
plastic cover to alloW ?uid to ?oW from the container into 
the recessed handle portion and into the boWl portion. The 
unit dose spoon is formed of molded plastic and is dispos 
able. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,724,615 to Mackles et al. describes a 
medicine spoon having a spoon boWl With a handle, and a 
?at cover completely covering the boWl in a closed position 
in Which the cover bears against the edge of the boWl. The 
cover has a handle attached to the boWl handle for pivotal 
movement betWeen the closed and open positions, and the 
cover has an opening through Which an amount of a foam 
product from a dispenser may be fed to the boWl in the 
closed position of the cover. The underside of the cover 
scrapes along the upper edge of the boWl for Wiping the 
underside clean during movement of the cover to its open 
position. Stop shoulders in the form of continuous ?anges 
are provided on the boWl and cover for both limiting the 
cover to its completely closed position and for preventing 
leakage of product through the cover When ?lling. 
US. Pat. No. 1,474,443 to Robert B. Rhyne describes in 

a medicine spoon, the combination With a boWl portion and 
a handle therefor; of a cover for the boWl thereof and having 
an angularly disposed handle, the angular juncture of the 
cover and its handle being engaged With the handle of the 
spoon to form a fulcrum, and said handle of the cover being 
arranged in space relation to the spoon handle and adapted 
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to be moved toWard the spoon handle to cause said angular 
juncture to fulcrum and move the cover aWay from the boWl 
of the spoon. 

NotWithstanding the prior art, the present invention is 
neither taught nor rendered obvious thereby. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention child resistant, disposable, premea 
sured dosage spoon, includes: 

(a.) a boWl portion having a premeasured dosage volume 
boWl and having a front end for oral insertion With said 
boWl, and having a back end; 

(b.) a handle portion having a front end and a back end, 
Wherein said back end is hingedly connected to said 
back end of said boWl portion; and, 

(c.) a child resistant mechanism having a male segment 
and a female segment adapted to interlock With one 
another. The child resistant mechanism is adapted to 
require at least a tWo step movement for release of 
interlock With one another. One of the male segment 
and the female segment may be located on the front end 
of the boWl portion and the other of the male segment 
and the female segment being located on the front end 
of the handle portion. For example, the male segment 
may be located on the handle portion and the female 
segment on the boWl portion, or vice versa. Optionally, 
but preferred is the present invention spoon Which 
further includes a removable seal panel extending over 
and sealing the boWl, especially With a pull tab for 
removal of the seal panel from the spoon. 

In some preferred embodiments, the child resistant 
mechanism male segment includes a living spring tongue 
With a ratchet protrusion, and the female segment includes 
a slot adapted to receive the tongue, Wherein the ratchet 
protrusion locks onto an underside of the front on Which the 
slot is located, requiring a push back and lift up tWo step 
movement for opening. 

In other preferred embodiments, the child resistant male 
segment includes a living spring “C” shaped catch With a 
ratchet protrusion at its base and the female segment 
includes an underside ledge for receiving and interlocking 
the male segment, requiring a pull doWn, pull out and lift up 
movement for opening. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention should be more fully understood 
When the speci?cation herein is taken in conjunction With 
the draWings appended hereto Wherein: 

FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 shoW a side cut vieW, a front vieW and 
a rear vieW of one embodiment of the present invention child 
resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage spoon; 

FIG. 4 shoWs a partial bloWn up cut vieW With details of 
the child resistant interlocking mechanism of the present 
invention spoon shoWn in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3; 

FIGS. 5, 6 and 7 shoW a side cut vieW of the present 
invention spoon of FIG. 1 With the handle portion partially 
open, a top vieW With the handle portion fully open and a 
side vieW of the handle portion fully open, respectively; 

FIGS. 8 and 9 shoW perspective vieWs of a child resistant, 
disposable, premeasured dosage present invention spoon in 
the opened and closed position, respectively, and; 

FIG. 10 shoWs a partial cut side vieW of its child resistant 
safety mechanism. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT 
INVENTION 

Referring noW to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, there is shoWn a 
present invention child resistant, disposable, premeasured 
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dosage spoon 1 in its side cut vieW, respectively. All of the 
elements shoWn in these Figures, as Well as FIGS. 4, 5, 6 and 
7 have identical parts identically numbered. 

Spoon 1 includes a boWl portion 3 With a front end 7 and 
a back end 13 as Well as a handle portion 21 With front end 
23 and back end 25. BoWl portion 3 includes a premeasured 
dosage volume boWl 5 and its back end 13 is hingedly 
connected to back end 25 of handle portion 41 at unistruc 
turally molded thin area 15 Which acts as a hinge. Also at the 
back end 13 of boWl portion 3 and back end 25 of handle 
portion 21 is a tWo component lock to maintain the spoon in 
a fully opened position. Thus, rigid insert member 29 on 
handle portion 21 ?ts into receiving member 17 on boWl 
portion 3 to create an approximately 180° angle betWeen 
boWl portion 3 and handle portion 21 When in its fully 
opened position. Further, these members interlock to prevent 
collapse of the fully opened spoon to avoid spillage during 
use. (In the alternative, the insert member could be located 
on the boWl portion and the receiving member on the handle 
portion.) BoWl 15 Would typically be used for a ?oWable 
medicine and Would be sealed With a foil or other seal such 
as removable seal 41. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 1 through 3 and FIG. 4 front end 
7 of boWl portion 3 and front end 23 of handle portion 21 
includes a child resistant mechanism With a male segment 
located on the front end 23 of handle 21 and a female 
segment located on front end 7 on boWl portion 3. Thus, 
front end 23 has a rim 31 and a male segment 27 doWn 
Wardly protruding With a locking ratchet, as shoWn in FIGS. 
1 and 4. Front end 7 has a lip 9 With a slot 11, for receiving 
male segment 27. Male segment 27 is a tongue member With 
a living spring feature molded to be biased in the position 
shoWn in FIG. 4. Male segment 27 must be pushed in and 
then up in order to release the interlock and open handle 
portion 21. 
As shoWn in FIG. 5, handle 21 has been opened partially 

and as shoWn in FIGS. 6 and 7, has been fully opened With 
insert member 29 of handle portion 21 and receiving mem 
ber 17 of boWl portion 3 interconnecting to establish a full 
length, rigged spoon. Foil 41 is removed prior to consump 
tion of the premeasured medication Which may be contained 
therein. 

FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 shoW another embodiment present 
invention child resistant, disposable, premeasured spoon in 
its open and closed perspective vieWs and a side cut vieW, 
respectively. Identical parts are identically numbered. 
Present invention spoon 200 includes a boWl portion 201 
With a front end 205 and a back end 209 hingedly connected 
to a handle portion 221 With front end 225 and back end 223. 
These are hingedly connected at thin area 217. As can be 
seen in FIG. 1, there is a receiving groove 207 in front end 
205 for receiving male segment 227 of the child resistant 
mechanism located at back end 225 of handle portion 221. 
Receiving groove 207 has a protrusion on its underside and 
receiving groove 207 is adapted to receive male segment 
227 and its protruding tongue 229 and ratchet 231. These are 
shoWn in detail in FIG. 10 and require a pull doWn, pull out, 
push and lift movement. 

Obviously, numerous modi?cations and variations of the 
present invention are possible in light of the above teach 
ings. It is therefore understood that Within the scope of the 
appended claims, the invention may be practiced otherWise 
than as speci?cally described herein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 

spoon, Which comprises: 
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4 
(a.) a boWl portion having a premeasured dosage volume 
boWl and having a front end for oral insertion With said 
boWl, and having a back end; 

(b.) a handle portion having a front end and a back end, 
Wherein said back end is hingedly connected to said 
back end of said boWl portion; and, 

(c.) a child resistant mechanism having a male segment 
and a female segment adapted to interlock With one 
another, and adapted to require at least a tWo step 
movement for release of interlock With one another, 
one of said male segment and said female segment 
being located on said front end of said boWl portion and 
the other of said male segment and said female segment 
being located on said front end of said handle portion. 

2. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 1 Wherein said spoon further includes a 
removable seal panel extending over and sealing said boWl. 

3. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 2 Wherein said seal panel contains a pull tab 
for removal of said seal panel from said spoon. 

4. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 1 Wherein said child resistant mechanism 
male segment includes a living spring tongue With a ratchet 
protrusion, and said female segment includes a slot adapted 
to receive said tongue and Wherein said ratchet protrusion 
locks onto an underside of the front end on Which said slot 
is located, requiring a push back and lift up tWo step 
movement for opening. 

5. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 4 Wherein said male segment is located on 
said front end of said handle portion. 

6. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 2 Wherein said ratchet protrusion locks onto 
an underside of the front end on Which said slot is located, 
requiring a push back and lift up tWo step movement for 
opening. 

7. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 2 Wherein said male segment is located on 
said front end of said handle portion. 

8. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 1 Wherein a tWo component lock is included 
to maintain said spoon in a fully opened position, said tWo 
component lock having an insert member and a receiving 
member, and one of said insert member and said receiving 
member is located on said boWl portion and the other is 
located on said handle portion. 

9. A child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon, Which comprises: 

a single piece structure unistructurally formed of plastic, 
Which includes: 
(a.) a boWl portion having a premeasured dosage vol 
ume boWl and having a front end for oral insertion 
With said boWl, and having a back end; 

(b a handle portion having a front end and a back end, 
Wherein said back end is hingedly connected to said 
back end of said boWl portion; and, 

(c.) a child resistant mechanism having a male segment 
and a female segment adapted to interlock With one 
another, and adapted to require at least a tWo step 
movement for release of interlock With one another, 
one of said male segment and said female segment 
being located on said front end of said boWl portion 
and the other of said male segment and said female 
segment being located on said front end of said 
handle portion. 

10. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 9 Wherein said spoon further includes a 
removable seal panel extending over and sealing said boWl. 
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11. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 10 wherein said seal panel contains a pull tab 
for removal of said seal panel from said spoon. 

12. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 9 Wherein said child resistant mechanism 
male segment includes a living spring tongue With a ratchet 
protrusion, and said female segment includes a slot adapted 
to receive said tongue and Wherein said ratchet protrusion 
locks onto an underside of the front on Which said slot is 
located, requiring a push back and lift up tWo step movement 
for opening. 

13. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 12 Wherein said male segment is located on 
said front end of said handle portion. 

14. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 10 Wherein said ratchet protrusion locks onto 
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an underside of the front on Which said slot is located, 
requiring a push back and lift up tWo step movement for 
opening. 

15. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 10 Wherein said male segment is located on 
said front end of said handle portion. 

16. The child resistant, disposable, premeasured dosage 
spoon of claim 9 herein a tWo component lock is included to 
maintain said spoon in a fully opened position, said tWo 
component lock having an insert number and a receiving 
member, and one of said insert member and said receiving 
member is located on said boWl portion and the other is 
located on said handle portion. 

* * * * * 


