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METHOD OF DETERMINING NETWORK 
PATHS IN A THREE STAGE SWITCHING 

MATRIX 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the bene?t of Provisional Appli 
cation No. 60/173,178 ?led Dec. 27, 1999. 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates in general to telecommuni 
cations switching and more particularly to a method of 
determining netWork paths in a three stage sWitching matrix. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

To provide path protection, or path sWitching, for netWork 
paths, there needs to be an ability to broadcast one path onto 
tWo paths from one netWork element and to select from one 
of the tWo paths at another netWork element. In considering 
a general broadcast/select scenario, Wherein broadcast is 
from one path to many paths and select is from many paths 
to one path, a number of broadcast/select paths Will be 
limited for one netWork element that uses a non-blocking 
three stage Clos matrix. Therefore, it is desirable to identify 
a path among any available paths in the matrix in order to 
perform the broadcast/select path protection. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

From the foregoing, it may be appreciated by those skilled 
in the art that a need has arisen for a technique to identify a 
path through a sWitching matrix in order to perform 
broadcast/select path protection. In accordance With the 
present invention, a method of determining netWork paths in 
a three stage sWitching matrix is provided that substantially 
eliminates or reduces disadvantages and problems associ 
ated With convention path protection techniques. 

According to an embodiment of the present invention, 
there is provided a method of determining netWork paths in 
a three stage sWitching matrix that includes identifying 
center stages available to each of three parts associated With 
either an originating stage or a terminating stage. Center 
stages available to any tWo of the three ports and available 
to all three ports are also identi?ed. Center stages available 
to any one of the three ports but not the other tWo are 
determined as Well as center stages not available to any of 
the three ports. A matrix connection is established through 
any center stage available to all three ports. If no center stage 
is available, then rearrangement candidates are determined 
to rearrange another matrix connection in order to free up a 
common center stage for all three ports. 

The present invention provides various technical advan 
tages over conventional path protection techniques. For 
example, one technical advantage is to identify paths 
through a sWitching matrix to perform a broadcast of one 
input onto tWo outputs. Similarly, another technical advan 
tage is to identify paths through a sWitching matrix to select 
one output from tWo inputs. Another technical advantage is 
to limit the number of center stage rearrangements required 
in a sWitching matrix to accommodate a broadcast or selec 
tion requirement. Other technical advantages may be readily 
apparent to those skilled in the art from the folloWing 
?gures, description, and claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a more complete understanding of the present inven 
tion and the advantages thereof, reference is noW made to 
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2 
the folloWing description taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings, Wherein like reference numerals 
represent like parts, in Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a three stage non 
blocking sWitching matrix; 

FIG. 2 illustrates broadcast and select scenarios for path 
protection; 

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of rearranging matrix con 
nections to accommodate path protection. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a three stage non-blocking 
sWitching matrix 10. SWitching matrix 10 includes a plural 
ity of originating stages 12, a plurality of center stages 14, 
and a plurality of terminating stages 16. For the example of 
FIG. 1, there are M originating stages 12. Each of the M 
originating stages 12 has N inputs and 2N-1 outputs. Each 
of the 2N-1 outputs of an originating stage 12 couples to a 
corresponding one of 2N-1 center stages 14. Each of the 
2N-1 center stages 14 has M inputs corresponding to each 
of the M originating stages 12. Each of the 2N-1 center 
stages 14 has M outputs. Each of the M outputs of a center 
stage 12 couples to a corresponding one of M terminating 
stages 16. Each of the M terminating stages 16 has 2N-1 
inputs and N outputs. Thus, sWitching matrix 10 can cross 
connect N><M paths. 
Assuming all of the other inputs to an originating stage 12 

are in use, for any input at originating stage 12 there are at 
least N center stages 14 available to pass the input through 
sWitching matrix 10, Wherein N is determined by 2N-1 
(N-1). Similarly, there are at least N center stages 14 
available for any output at a terminating stage 16. Thus, for 
any path from an input at an originating stage 12 to an output 
of a terminating stage 16, there must be at least one center 
stage 14 available to both input and output, since N+N=2N 
Which is greater than 2N-1. As a result, a strictly non 
blocking sWitching matrix 10 for non-broadcast connections 
is provided. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the broadcast and select scenarios for path 
protection. For both scenarios, three ports are involved. For 
the broadcast scenario, one input at an originating stage 12 
is placed onto an outputs at each of tWo terminating stages 
16 through a center stage 14. For the situation Where the tWo 
outputs are at a single terminating stage 16, the broadcast 
Will be performed by that terminating stage 16 instead of a 
center stage 14. For the select scenario, an input at each of 
tWo originating stages 12 are placed onto a single output of 
a terminating stage 16 by a center stage 14. For the situation 
Where tWo inputs are at a single originating stage 12, the 
selection Will be performed by that originating stage 12 
instead of a center stage 14. 

In the one-tWo or tWo-one path protection scenarios, there 
is no guarantee that a center stage 14 is available for the 
three ports involved. Thus, it is necessary to identify a 
commonly available center stage 14 for the three ports. 
Identi?cation of a commonly available center stage 14 may 
result in rearrangement of other connections Within sWitch 
ing matrix 10. The folloWing describes a one-tWo path 
location, Wherein the tWo-one path location is performed in 
a similar manner. 

In ?nding a center stage 14 available to an input t1, an 
output t2, and an output t3, the folloWing criteria is folloWed: 

A(t1) is the set of all available center stages to an 
originating stage having t1 as an input. 
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A(t2) is the set of all available center stages to a termi 
nating stage having t2 as an output. 

A(t3) is the set of all available center stages to a termi 
nating stage having t3 as an output. 

I(t1,t2) is the set of all center stages available to both t1 
and t2. 

I(t1,t3) is the set of all center stages available to both t1 
and t3. 

I(t2,t3) is the set of all center stages available to both t2 
and t3. 

I(t1,t2,t3) is the set of all center stages available to all 
ports t1, t2, and t3. 

I(t1,—t2,—t3) is the set of all center stages available to t1 
but not available for t2 or t3. 

I(—t1,t2,—t3) is the set of all center stages available to t2 
but not available for t1 or t3. 

I(—t1,—t2,t3) is the set of all center stages available to t3 
but not available to t1 or t2. 

I(—t1,—t2,—t3) is the set of all center stages not available 
to any of t1, t2, and t3. 

In a three stage matrix having siZe M><(2N—1)><M, among 
any three different ports (input or output) With no common 
available center stage 14 for all three ports, then there are at 
least N+1 center stages 14 commonly available for any tWo 
of the three ports. For three stage non-blocking sWitching 
matrix 10, each of A(t1) , A(t2), and A(t3) are equal to or 
greater than N. By three stage matrix property, each of 
I(t1,t2), I(t1,t3), and I(t2,t3) are equal to or greater than one. 
If I(t1,t2) is equal to K (Where K is betWeen 1 and N 
inclusive), then there are K center stages 14 belonging to 
both A(t1) and The siZe of the union of A(t1) and 
A(t2) is at least N+N—K=2N—K. Since the total number of 
center stages 14 is 2N-1, then there are 2N—1—(2N—K)=K—1 
center stages that do not belong to either A(t1) or A(t2). 
Since A(t3) is equal to or greater than N, there are at least 
N-(K-l) center stages 14 that are in A(t3) and also either in 
A(t1) or A(t2) Thus, the total number of center stages 
belonging to at least tWo of A(t1), A(t2), and A(t3) is 
(N—(K—1))+K=N+1. Therefore, if I(t1,t2,t3)=0 or is empty, 
then I(t1,t2)+I(t1,t3)+I(t2,t3)is equal to or greater than N+1. 
As stated before, if outputs t2 and t3 are in the same 

terminating stage 16, then broadcast Will be performed at 
that terminating stage 16. If the tWo outputs t2 and t3 are in 
different terminating stages 16, then the folloWing process is 
performed. A center stage 14 is selected to provide the 
one-tWo path from I(t1,t2,t3), if any. If I(t1,t2,t3) is empty, 
there is no common center stage 14 for all three ports. Thus, 
it is impossible to locate a common center stage 14 Without 
rearranging at least one other path. Asearch proceeds to ?nd 
a path that is a quali?ed candidate for rearrangement in order 
to free up a center stage for t1, t2, and t3. 

Every center stage 14 that is commonly available to tWo 
of the three ports is considered a rearrangement candidate of 
siZe one. For every pair of t1, t2, and t3 (thus I(t1,t2), 
I(t1,t3), and I(t2,t3)), there are more than tWo common 
center stages 14 available. A center stage 14 that is available 
to only one of the ports (such as I(t1,—t2,—t3) or I(—t1,t2,—t3) 
or I(—t1,—t2,t3) is considered a rearrangement candidate of 
siZe tWo. For any center stage 14 in, for example, I(t1,—t2,— 
t3), it is only available for t1. Thus, tWo rearrangements, one 
for t2 and one for t3, are needed to free up a center stage 14 
for all three ports. Such rearrangements are acceptable as 
they can be performed in parallel. A rearrangement candi 
date of siZe three is identi?ed if three rearrangements can be 
performed for a center stage 14 that is not available to any 
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4 
of the ports, as in I(—t1,—t2,—t3), so as to free up the center 
stage 14 for all three ports. Each center stage 14 is veri?ed 
to see if it could be available after one, tWo, or three 
rearrangements. Due to the degree of dif?culty to rearrange 
matrix connections in sWitching matrix 10, rearrangement 
preferences may be given a priority. When a quali?ed 
candidate is identi?ed, no further veri?cations are necessary. 

FIG. 3 shoWs an example of a rearrangement process. 
One matrix connection exists from originating stage O2 

through center stage C1 to terminating stages T2 and T3, 
providing a one-tWo path for input t4 and outputs t5 and t6. 
It is desired to have a one-tWo path from input t1 to outputs 
t2 and t3. The set I(t1,t2,t3) is empty since there is no center 
stage 14 available to all three ports. This unavailability is 
due to terminating stage T2 having output t3 also having an 
output t5 using the center stage C1 belonging to the set 
I(t1,t2). Since there is no common center stage 14 available 
for ports t1, t2, and t3, center stage C1 and terminating stage 
T2 is considered a rearrangement candidate. The requisite 
rearrangements are performed Without affecting live traf?c. 
The Worst case scenario of output t5 belonging to a 

one-tWo path is shoWn. If the set I(t4,t5,t6) is not empty, then 
this one-tWo path can be rearranged through the common 
center stage 14, such as center stage C2. Rearranging 
one-tWo path t4 to t5 and t6 leaves center stage C1 available 
for the t1 to t2 and t3 one-tWo path. If the set I(t4,t5,t6) is 
empty, then this candidate is disquali?ed and another can 
didate Will need to be located. If I(t1,t2) has siZe K, then 
there are K candidates. From the operation of a three stage 
non-blocking sWitching matrix, K is equal to or greater than 
tWo. If one of the K candidates involving t5 is a one to N 
path, then that candidate is disquali?ed. If another K can 
didate involving t5 is a one-one path, then there exists 
another center stage 14 that is available for the neW rear 
rangement path. The existence of another center stage 14 
turns this one of the K candidates into a quali?ed candidate. 

The process described above may be equally applicable to 
a tWo-one path identi?cation in a select scenario. If the tWo 
inputs are at the same originating stage 12, then that origi 
nating stage 12 performs the selection. If the tWo inputs are 
at separate originating stages 12, then the process described 
above is used to identify a center stage 14, either directly or 
through rearrangement, to set up the tWo-one path. 

Thus, it is apparent that there has been provided, in 
accordance With the present invention, a method of deter 
mining netWork paths in a three stage sWitching matrix that 
satis?es the advantages set forth above. Although the present 
invention has been described in detail, it should be under 
stood that various changes, substitutions, and alterations 
may be readily ascertainable by those skilled in the art and 
may be made herein Without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the present invention as de?ned by the folloWing 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for selecting a netWork path in a three stage 

sWitching matrix for a one-tWo or tWo-one connection, 
comprising the steps of; 

for a plurality of center stages, determine a number of 
available ports in the center stage associated With 
appropriate ?rst stage and third stage matrices needed 
to make the connection; 

if three ports are available in one of the center stages to 
make the connection, make the connection through 
such center stage; 

if three ports are not available in one of the center stages, 
analyZe the center stages With tWo ports available to 
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determine if a rearrangement of an existing connection 
can be made such that three ports Would be available; 
and 

if such a rearrangement can be made of a center stage With 
tWo ports available, perform the rearrangement and 
make the connection through such center stage. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
if a rearrangement can not be made in a center stage With 

tWo ports available, analyZe the center stages With one 
port available to determine if a rearrangement of an 
existing connection can be made in a center stage such 
that three ports Would be available; and 

if a rearrangement can be made in a center stage With one 
port available, perform the rearrangement and make the 
connection. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 
if a rearrangement can not be made in a center stage With 

one port available, analyZe the center stages With no 
ports available to determine if a rearrangement of an 
existing connection can be made such that three ports 
Would be available; and 

if a rearrangement can be made in a center stage With no 
port available, perform the rearrangement and make the 
connection. 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
if a rearrangement can not be made in any center stage to 
make three ports available, then deny the connection. 

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising: 
not alloWing any rearrangement of an existing connection 

that is a 1 to N connection. 
6. The method of claim 1, Wherein ports of the center 

stage needed for the connection include one input port from 
a ?rst stage and tWo output ports from one or more termi 
nating stages. 

7. The method of claim 1, Wherein ports of the center 
stage needed for the connection include tWo input ports from 
one or more ?rst stages and one output port from a termi 
nating stage. 

8. A method of selecting a center stage in a three stage 
matrix for making a one-tWo or tWo-one connection, com 
prising the steps of: 

determining for one or more of the center stages hoW 
many ports Would be available for the connection; 

if a center stage has three ports available, selecting the 
center stage for the connection; and 

if no center stage has three ports available, selecting a 
center stage With the greatest number of available ports 
and With an existing connection that can be rearranged 
to make three ports available for the connection. 
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9. The method in claim 8, Wherein the step of determining 

for one or more of the center stages hoW many ports Would 

be available for the connection, comprises: 
determining for one or more of the center stages if Zero, 

one, tWo or three ports of the center stage are available 
for the connection. 

10. The method in claim 9, Wherein the step of selecting 
a center stage With the greatest number of available ports and 
With an existing connection that can be rearranged to make 
three ports available for the connection, comprises the step 
of: 

eliminating for consideration a center stage if its ports 
Would be available for a connection by rearranging 
more than three ports of a 1 to N connection. 

11. The method in claim 10, Wherein the step of selecting 
a center stage With the greatest number of available ports and 
With an existing connection that can be rearranged to make 
three ports available for the connection, ?rer comprises the 
steps of: 

?rst analyZe the center stages With tWo ports available to 
determine if a rearrangement of an existing connection 
can be made such that three ports Would be available; 
and 

if such a rearrangement can be made of a center stage With 
tWo ports available, select such center stage for the 
connection; 

if a rearrangement can not be made in a center stage With 
tWo ports available, then analyZe the center stages With 
one port available to determine if a rearrangement of an 
existing connection can be made in a center stage such 
that three ports Would be available; and 

if a rearrangement can be made in a center stage With one 
port available, select such center stage for the connec 
tion. 

12. The method in claim 11, Wherein the step of selecting 
a center stage With the greatest number of available ports and 
With an existing connection that can be rearranged to make 
three ports available for the connection, further comprises 
the steps of: 

if a rearrangement can not be made in a center stage With 
one port available, analyZe the center stages With no 
ports available to determine if a rearrangement of an 
existing connection can be made such that three ports 
Would be available; and 

if a rearrangement can be made in a center stage With no 
port available, select such center stage for the connec 
tion. 


