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(57) ABSTRACT 

A sample observation plate is provided Which is smooth in 
a surface in molecular levels and cheap in price, thereby 
making feasible topological and optical observation in 
molecular levels. In a sample observation plate to be used on 
an apparatus for observation of topological and optical 
information in molecular levels, the sample observation 
plate is structured by bonding a crystalline thin ?lm on a 
glass plate. Furthermore, using this sample observation 
plate, an observation apparatus is structured. 

30 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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SAMPLE OBSERVATION PLATE AND 
OBSERVATION APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a sample observation plate and to 
an observation apparatus Which are used in conducting 
observation and analysis of a biological sample or an organic 
sample in molecular levels. 

In conducting observation of DNA or the like in molecu 
lar levels by using a probe microscope, Mica, HOPG, a glass 
plate or the like has been used. Among these, mica and 
HOPG have extremely smooth surfaces. HoWever, at the 
same time they are dif?cult to use to conduct optical 

transmission observation due to their loW optical transmis 
sivity. MeanWhile, there has been a problem in that a glass 
plate is insuf?cient in smoothness. On the other hand, 
although there is a method of using a sapphire substrate, a 
problem eXists of cost. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a sample 
observation plate Which has a smooth surface on atomic 

levels, and Which is capable of use for conducting transmis 
sion type optical observation but is cheap in price, and to an 
an observation apparatus using such a sample observation 
plate, thereby enabling topological and optical observation 
on molecular levels. 

In order to solve the above problem, a sample observation 
plate Was devised having a crystalline thin ?lm such as of 
mica bonded on a transparent substrate such as a glass plate. 
This utiliZes an fact that the extremely thin crystalline thin 
?lm possibly does not cause a problem With light transmis 
sion and scattering, and solves the problem by supporting 
the thin ?lm on the glass substrate. Furthermore, a sample 
observation plate is devised having a frame printed on a 
mica surface thereof, in order to enable observation of a 
plurality of samples at one time. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a ?gure shoWing a structure of a sample 
observation plate according to an embodiment of the present 

invention; 
FIG. 2 is a typical vieW shoWing an embodiment of a 

scanning near-?eld optical microscope for an observation 
apparatus according to the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a vieW shoWing an observation apparatus of an 
atomic force microscope and confocal microscope coupled 
type. 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are vieWs shoWing a sample observation 
plate having a frame printed on a mica surface of the 

invention; 
FIGS. 5A and 5B are vieWs shoWing the manner in Which 

a liquid is held on a frame structure of the invention; 

FIG. 6 is a ?gure shoWing the structure of a sample 
observation plate according to an embodiment of the present 

invention; 
FIG. 7 is a ?gure shoWing the structure of a sample 

observation plate according to an embodiment of the present 
invention; and 
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2 
FIG. 8 is a ?gure shoWing the structure of a sample 

observation plate according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

A sample observation plate, according to the present 
invention Will noW be described With reference to the 

draWings. 
Referring to FIG. 1, a sample observation plate of the 

invention is illustrated in structure including a glass plate 11 
as a transparent substrate, an adhesive 12 and a crystalline 
thin ?lm 12 such as a mica thin ?lm or the like. The close 

contact of the crystalline thin ?lm at its backside With the 
glass through the adhesive makes it possible to conduct 
microscope observation at a surface of the crystalline thin 
?lm through the glass. The adhesive in this case is most 
desirably formed of a material that does not give off ?uo 
rescent light upon conducting ?uorescence observation, and 
a cyanoacrylate adhesive is suitably used. 
The sample observation plate is usable in a scanning 

near-?eld optical microscope, as shoWn in FIG. 2. In FIG. 2, 
the scanning near-?eld optical microscope is structured by 
an optical probe 21, for undergoing relative scanning rela 
tive to the sample While irradiating the sample With light an 
objective lens 22, for focusing light emitted by the sample 
in response to irradiating by the probe and producing a 
focused light a photodetector 23, for detecting the focused 
light and producing a corresponding electrical signal a light 
source 24, or emitting light into the optical probe a displace 
ment detector 25, for detecting displacement of the probe 
during scanning thereof relative to the sample a scanning 
mechanism 26, for causing relative scanning movement of 
the probe relative to the sample a control/data processing 
unit 27 for determining a characteristic of the sample based 
on displacement of the probe detected by the displacement 
detector and so on, besides the sample observation plate 20. 

Referring to FIG. 3, an atomic-and-confocal microscope 
coupled observation apparatus is structured by a probe 31, 
an objective lens 32, a photodetector 33, a light source 34, 
a galvano-mirror 35, a dichroic mirror 36, a pinhole 37, a 
displacement detector 38, a scanning mechanism 39, a 
control/data processing unit 40 and so on, besides a sample 
observation plate 20. 

These observation apparatuses are suited for topological 
and optical observations on DNA, protein or the like in 
molecular levels. 

Incidentally, the transparent substrate can use various 
materials, including various glass substrates such as a boro 
silicate glass and a quartZ glass and a quartZ plate. It should, 
hoWever, be noted that Where conducting ?uorescence 
observation, a substrate small in ?uorescent light occurrence 
is preferable. The usually used cover glass has a thickness of 
nearly 0.17 mm, and a mica plate of about 0.01 mm is to be 
readily prepared the crystalline thin ?lm preferably has a 
thickness of 0.05 mm or less. 

Accordingly, it is possible for the sample observation 
plate to make the total thickness of the glass plate and the 
crystalline thin ?lm equal to or smaller than 0.25 mm. This 
makes possible to use an oil-immersed or Water-immersed 

type objective lens of an inverting microscope. 
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In order to enable the simultaneous observing of a plu 
rality of samples, a sample observation plate can be made to 
have a frame printed on a mica surface thereof. FIGS. 4A 

and 4B illustrate frame print examples Wherein shoWn are a 
lattice-formed frame 41 and a ring-formed frame 42. When 
a liquid containing a sample is dripped onto the frame, 
Where the frame 51 is hydrophobic, the liquid 53 is held as 
shoWn in FIG. 5A. Where hydrophobic treatment is made for 
the mica and the frame 52 is hydrophilic in material, the 
liquid 53 is held as shoWn in FIG. 5B. Sample observation 
is made With the liquid is dried, or by removing the liquid 
When the sample material is adsorbed or bound on the mica 
surface. 

Here, the hydrophilic frame can be formed of a material 
such as polyvinyl alcohol, cellulose acetate or polyamide. 
The hydrophobic frame can be formed of a material such as 

polyethylene, polypropylene, ?uoroplastic or silicone resin. 
Polymerization is performed after printing, or printing is 

made by dissolution in a solvent. Adhesion can be increased 
by heating after printing. MeanWhile, Where hydrophilic 
treatment is made on the mica surface, a silane coupling 
agent can be used. 

A plurality of micro-cells can be formed by providing a 
plurality of such frames. For example, if various DNA 
probes are previously adsorbed in the individual frames to 
Which a DNA sample to be tested is added, then it is possible 
to simultaneously examine on one sample observation plate 
Whether there is a corresponding sequence to the DNAprobe 
in the DNA to be tested by a topological or optical technique. 
Also, if a chromosome is previously adsorbed and a DNA 
probe is acted thereon, it is possible to identify a presence 
and position of various DNA sequences in the chromosome 
due to a combination of a topological and optical techniques. 
By making a plurality of frames, it is satisfactory to slightly 
slide an observation position Without requiring exchange of 
the sample observation plate. Thus, efficiency of observation 
is greatly improved. 

MeanWhile, the frame can be made, for example, approxi 
mately 200 pm in Width. In this case, one hundred cells can 
be formed Within a 2-mm square. Naturally, it is possible to 
form a smaller or greater number of cells than those. 

On the other hand, the glass plate and the crystalline thin 
?lm, if formed With their outer periphery substantially 
aligned as shoWn in FIG. 6, makes it easy to handle the 
sample observation plate. Also, other bonding methods than 
adhesion are possible to employ. For example, an interface 
bonding technique such as heating pressure bonding or 
anodic bonding can provide bonding With greater strength. 
In this case, no adhesive is required as shoWn in FIG. 7. 
Besides, it is possible to use a vacuum seal method in Which 
a glass substrate and a crystalline thin ?lm are closely 
contacted in vacuum to seal an outer peripheral portion With 
an adhesive or the like. 

In this manner, the bonding Without using an adhesive 
provides an effect of reducing background ?orescence. 

Furthermore, Where treatment is made by a liquid or 
observation is done in a liquid, the provision of an edge 61 
as shoWn in FIG. 8 enables to sustain the liquid 62 on the 

crystalline thin ?lm. In this manner, the provision of an edge 
at an outer periphery of the sample observation plate same 
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4 
in the outer periphery can prevent the liquid from in?ltrating 
into a bonding portion. The use of an agent-resistant material 
in this edge enables to treat a surface of the crystalline thin 
?lm With an organic solvent, acid or alkali. 

Incidentally, in the case that mica is used for the crystal 
line thin ?lm, reuse is possible by removing the outermost 
layer With using an adhesive tape. 
By the sample observation plate of the invention, a sample 

observation plate Was realiZed Which is smooth in a surface 
in atomic levels, capable of transmission type optical obser 
vation but cheap in price. Topological and optical observa 
tions are made possible to simultaneously perform in 
molecular levels by the observation apparatus. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A sample observation plate for use With an oil 

immersed or Water-immersed objective lens of an inverting 
microscope Which is used for observation of topological and 
optical features of a sample on a molecular level, the sample 
observation plate comprising: a transparent substrate; and a 
crystalline thin ?lm formed of a thin crystalline sheet of 
mica, the crystalline sheet being adhered to the transparent 
substrate for supporting the sample; Wherein an overall 
thickness of the transparent substrate and the crystalline 
sheet is 0.25 mm or less. 

2. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the transparent substrate comprises a glass plate. 

3. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
further comprising a frame formed on a surface of the 

crystalline thin ?lm for holding the sample. 
4. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 

Wherein the frame comprises a plurality of frames arranged 
in a lattice form. 

5. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the frame comprises a plurality of ring-shaped 
frames. 

6. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the frame is hydrophilic. 

7. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the frame is hydrophobic. 

8. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
further comprising a cyano-acrylate adhesive agent for 
bonding the crystalline thin ?lm to the transparent substrate. 

9. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the crystalline thin ?lm is bonded to the transparent 
substrate by an interface bonding method. 

10. A sample observation plate according to claim 8; 
Wherein the interface bonding method comprises a heating 
pressure bonding method. 

11. A sample observation plate according to claim 8; 
Wherein the interface bonding method comprises anodic 
bonding. 

12. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the crystalline thin ?lm is bonded to the transparent 
substrate by a vacuum sealing method. 

13. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein peripheral surfaces of the glass plate and the crys 
talline thin ?lm are aligned. 

14. A sample observation plate according to claim 11; 
further comprising a sideWall formed on a peripheral edge of 
the transparent substrate for holding a liquid on the crystal 
line thin ?lm. 
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15. An apparatus for observing topological and optical 
information on a molecular level, comprising: a sample 
observation plate according to claim 1 for holding a sample; 
an optical probe for undergoing relative scanning With 
respect to the sample While irradiating the sample With light; 
an objective lens for focusing light emitted by the sample in 
response to irradiation by the probe and producing a focused 
light; a photodetector for detecting the focused light and 
producing a corresponding electrical signal; a light source 
for emitting light into the probe; a displacement detector for 
detecting displacement of the probe during the scanning 
movement thereof relative to the sample; a scanning mecha 
nism for causing relative scanning movement of the probe 
relative to the sample; and a control/data processing unit for 
determining a characteristic of the sample based on displace 
ment of the probe detected by the displacement detector. 

16. An apparatus for observing topological and optical 
information on a molecular level, comprising: a sample 
observation plate according to claim 1 for holding a sample; 
a probe for undergoing relative scanning movement With 
respect to the sample; an objective lens for focusing a 
projected light and producing a focused projected light for 
irradiating the sample, and for focusing a light produced by 
the sample in response to irradiation thereof and producing 
a focused re?ected light; a photodetector for detecting the 
focused re?ected light and producing a corresponding elec 
trical signal; a light source for producing the projected light; 
a galvano-mirror for directing light from the light source; a 
dichroic mirror for receiving light from the galvano-mirror 
and directing it to the objective lens, and for directing the 
focused re?ected light to the photodetector; means de?ning 
a pin hole disposed betWeen the dichroic mirror and the 
photodetector; a displacement detector for detecting dis 
placement of the probe during the scanning movement 
thereof relative to the sample; a scanning mechanism for 
causing relative scanning movement of the probe relative to 
the sample; and a control/data processing unit for determin 
ing a characteristic of the sample based on displacement of 
the probe detected by the displacement detector. 

17. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
further comprising an adhesive for bonding the crystalline 
thin ?lm to the transparent substrate. 
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18. A sample observation plate according to claim 17; 

Wherein the adhesive is formed of a material Which does not 
emit ?uorescent light. 

19. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the transparent substrate comprises one of borosili 
cate glass and quartZ. 

20. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the transparent substrate is formed of a material 
Which produces little or no ?uorescent light. 

21. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the transparent substrate has a thickness of about 
0.17 mm. 

22. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the crystalline thin ?lm has a thickness of about 
0.01 mm. 

23. A sample observation plate according to claim 6; 
Wherein the frame is formed of one of polyvinyl alcohol, 
cellulose acetate and polyamide. 

24. A sample observation plate according to claim 7; 
Wherein the frame is formed of one of polyethylene, 
polypropylene, ?uoroplastic and silicone resin. 

25. A sample observation plate for use With an oil 
immersed or Water-immersed objective lens of an inverting 
microscope, comprising: a support substrate; and a crystal 
line thin ?lm formed of a crystalline sheet of mica disposed 
on the support substrate; Wherein an overall thickness of the 
support substrate and the crystalline sheet is 0.25 mm or less. 

26. A sample observation plate according to claim 25; 
Wherein the support substrate is transparent. 

27. A sample observation plate according to claim, 25; 
further comprising an adhesive agent for bonding the at 
crystalline thin ?lm to the substrate. 

28. A sample observation plate according to claim 27; 
Wherein the adhesive agent is a cyano-acrylate adhesive 
agent. 

29. A sample observation plate according to claim 25; 
Wherein the crystalline thin ?lm is bonded to the substrate 
Without an adhesive. 

30. A sample observation plate according to claim 1; 
Wherein the crystalline sheet has a thickness of 0.05 mm or 
smaller. 


