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To ctZZ whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HARRY S. ToMPKINs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Lamp-Covers; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to letters of reference marked there 
on, which form a part of this speci?cation. 
The objects of this invention are to provide 

a convenient, durable, and well-?tting cover 
for vehicle-lamps, and more particularly car 
riage-lamps; to obtain a close ?t upon the 
lamp and to enable the bottom of the cover 
to be drawn tightly together below the lamp; 
to provide a cover which can be ?tted equally 
well to a lamp with a short stem or a long 
stem and whether the supporting-arm pro 
jects from the extreme lower end of the lamp 
or from a higher point; to produce a cover 
which when made in a series of sizes can be 
used upon lamps of various forms, and to se 
cure other advantages and results, some of 
which may be referred to hereinafter in con 
nection with the description of the several 
parts. 
The invention consists in the improved 

lamp-cover and in the arrangements and com 
binations of parts of the same, all substan 
tially as will be hereinafter set forth, and 
?nally embraced in the clauses of the claim. 
Referring to the accompanying drawings, 

in which like letters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in each of the several views, 
Figure l is a perspective view of my improved 
lamp-cover. Fig. 2 is a central vertical sec 
tiouof the same, and Fig. 3 is a plan of the 
blank from which the said cover is formed. 
In said drawings, a indicates the body of 

the cover-,which is of an elongated form adapt 
ed to be pulled down over thelamp from above 
and inclose said lamp. Any suitably-?exible 
fabric may be used in the construction of the 
cover, said fabric being preferably water 
proof, so as to keep the rain and dampness 
from the lamp, as well as dust and dirt. The 
decorated and ?nished metal portions of the 
lamp are thus kept from defacement or rust 

when not in actual use, and the lamp will last 
for a much longer time than when neglected 
and exposed to the weather. _ 
The lower or main portion 1) of the body of 

my improved lamp-cover is preferably ap 
proximately cylindrical under normal condi 
tions, open at the lower end, as at c, and some 
what tapered at the top d, as will be herein 
after more fully described. 
At the extreme lower edges of the body a 

the fabric composing the same is folded or 
returned inward upon itself, forming a hem 
e, which gives a ?nish to the lower end of the 
body and also strengthens the margin of the 
same to receive eyelets f. Said eyelets are 
disposed in said doubled portion at suitable 
intervals around the body a and serve to re 
ceive a cord or draw-string f’, while at the 
same time they fasten the returned portion 6 
in place. The said cord f’ is threaded in and 
out through the eyelets alternately, as clearly 
shown in Fig. 1, and thus when the ends of 
said string are drawn upon the bottom edges 
of the body a of the lamp-cover will be gath 
ered into vertical plaits or folds, as indicated 
at g, Fig. 1, which will by further draft upon 
the cord be drawn flat against one another, 
and th us close together the walls of the lower 
end of the cover. It will be understood that 
the goods of which I preferably form my lamp 
cover is so heavy that it could not be drawn 
to a closure at the bottom by an ordinary in 
closed shirr-string, and. thus the arrangement 
of the cord f’ in the eyelets f, as described, is 
a very important feature of the invention, 
since it allows the opening 0 at the lower end 
of the cover to be entirely closed. 
At one side the main portion 1) of the body 

of the cover is provided with a verticalslit 
h, extending from the bottom half-way, more 
or less, upward to the extreme top of the 
lamp-cover. At the edges of said slit h the 
fabric is turned inward, as at h’, to form a 
stronger and neater edge, and in said doubled. 
edge are inserted eyelets 1", through which the 
ends f'/2 of the draw-string f/ may be laced to 
close the said slit h. Said slit not only on 
ables the lamp-cover to be more conveniently 
and readily placed on the lamp, but, further 
more, serves to receive the projecting arm or 
bracket which supports the lamp. Said arm 
may protrude through the slit at any point, 
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either high up or low down, depending upon 
the style of the lamp,_and in any case the slit 
may be eifectually closed by lacing it vtogether 
above and below said arm and tying ‘the ex 
tremities f3 of the string at the top. The eye 
lets vi, in connection with the vertical slit h, 
are preferably farther apart than the eyelets 
f around the bottom, so that since the slit 
must be laced and unlaced to put on and take 
oh? the lamp-cover less trouble will be occa 
sioned. . 

A gusset or strengthening-piece k is dis 
posed at the upper end of the slit h to pre 
vent tearing. The upper end d of my lamp 
cover I form tapering, as shown in Figs. 1 and 
2, whereby a neater fit and more pleasing ap 
pearance is secured and also the cover is'bet 
ter adapted to shed rain, snow, or the like 
without a?ording wrinkles or depressions for 
the lodgment of the same. This tapering 
upper end cl I secure by means of projecting 
tongues "n on the blank 0, from which the cover 
is formed, as shown in Fig. 3. These pro 
jectionsn may be of any desired number with— 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention; but I prefer to use four, as shown. 
Said projections taper from their bases up 
ward, as at n’, to form the inclined or beveled 
faces of the tapering end d of the lamp-cover, 
and the extreme end m of the projection 71 is 
made square in the quadruple construction 
shown, so that when the four projections are 
bent inward toward one another in forming 
the cover the said ends on may all be folded 
inward into a horizontal position, as shown 
in Fig. 2, where said ends on lie upon one an 
other, thus forming in the ?nished cover a 
quadruple thickness at the square top. 
In some cases I may vary the shape of the 

projections '11 to produce an oblong rectangu 
lar top, and in this construction the ends 42 
may not entirely overlap one another, except 
ing sufficiently for fastening. Again, I may 
sometimes prefer to cut o? some or all of said 
ends 72, except sui‘?cient to form a lapel for 
fastening to the other parts, and thus reduce 
the weight of said top. A lining q, of cham 
ois-skin or any other soft material, is ordi-‘ 
narily placed on the inner side of the top, 
and it will be evident that, if desired, said 
lining may extend farther over the interior 
of the cover. 
The blank 0 is preferably formed into the 

cover-body a by cementing together the con 
necting edges in any suitable manner, and for 
this purpose said blank is provided at one 
side, of its main portion with the lapel r, and 
the projections 17. have lapels s, all said lapels 
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being adapted to underlie the meeting edges 
when the cover is formed and be cemented 
or joined thereto in any ordinary manner. 
Under some conditions cemented 0r vulcan 
ized joints may not be sufficiently strong to 
withstand the strain brought upon them in 
drawing the cover down over the lamp, and 
the lines of joining will then require to be 
sewed. In this case I form additional lapels 
r’ and 8’ upon the blank, as indicated in out 
line in Fig. 3, so that all meeting edges are 
provided with lapels which can be brought 
?atwise together in an inwardly-projecting 
position and receive a line of stitching pass 
ing through both lapels. 
By my construction thus described I pro 

vide a neat, simply constructed, and yet very 
effective lamp<cover and, moreover,one which 
can be systematically manufactured in vari 
ous sizes and be carried in stock for different 
sizes and forms of lamps, a single size of my 
cover being adapted by its peculiar construc 
tion to be used equally well on any form .of 
lamp of that approximate size. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim as new is—— 
1. A lamp-cover formed of flexible water 

proof material and comprising a body portion 
adapted to be drawn down over a lamp, said 
body portion having a-tapering top formed 
by a plurality of independent tapering pro 
jections on the body portion and integral 
therewith, said projections being bent inward 
toward one another and having their adjacent 
edges connected for a portion of their lengths, 
the free extremities being folded horizontally 
upon one another and forming a ?at top for the 
lamp-cover, and means for closing together 
the lower end of the cover below the lamp, sub 
stantially as set forth. . 

2. The herein-described blank for a lamp 
cover, comprising a body part having at one 
end thereof integral tapering projections in 
dependently projectingfrom the same straight 
line as the base, lapels at the sides of said 
body part and tapering projections for join~ 
ing adjacent edges in forming the cover, and 
terminal extensions on the said tapering pro 
jections adapted to fold into superposed po 
sition in the completed cover, substantially 
as set forth. ' 

‘ In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 15th day of 
August, 1899. ‘ 

, HARRY S. TOMPKINS. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES H. PELL, 
O. B. PITNEY. 
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