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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention involves a vehicle seat and headrest 
arrangement for use With a seat having a seatback in a 
vehicle. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement com 
prises a headrest arrangement including a headrest, at least 
one impact target, and at least one of a guide member and a 
folloWer. The seatback has at least one of the other of a guide 
member and folloWer. The guide member has a guideWay 
and the folloWer engages the guideWay of the guide member 
such that upon impact to the vehicle a rearWard load by the 
occupant upon the impact target Will cause the folloWer to 
engage the guideWay in such a manner as to cause the 
headrest to be moved in a ?rst manner and a second manner 
so as to support the head of an occupant. 

25 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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VARIABLE MOVEMENT HEADREST 
ARRANGEMENT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the bene?t of US. provisional 
application Ser. Nos. 60/302,016; 60/302,024; and 60/302, 
019, all ?led on Jun. 29, 2001. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a variable movement 
headrest arrangement for providing support to the head of an 
occupant of a vehicle upon vehicle impact. 

2. Background Art 
Improvements in safety mechanisms in the automotive 

industry continue to be made year after year. Such safety 
mechanisms include safety headrests. Example safety seat 
headrests can be found in Viano et al., US. Pat. No. 
5,378,043, Which is incorporated herein by reference. Such 
safety headrest mechanisms provide support to the head of 
a vehicle occupant during crash situations. 
More speci?cally, upon rear impact of a vehicle, the 

occupant of the vehicle compresses into the vehicle 
seatback, as the head, neck, and torso move substantially in 
unison. There typically is greater compression in the torso 
and buttocks regions than in the shoulder region of the 
occupant. Thus, it has been a concern that the seatback may 
possibly de?ect under the torso and buttocks load before the 
head and neck of the occupant contacts the headrest attached 
to the seatback. 

Upon front impact of a vehicle, an occupant of the vehicle 
moves forWard relative to the vehicle seatback. Upon con 
tact With a front interior panel or a deployed air bag from the 
front panel, the occupant experiences rebound movement in 
a rearWard direction. Similar to a rear impact situation as 
described above, the occupant in such a situation Would then 
provide a rearWard load into the seatback and compress into 
the vehicle seatback, as the head, neck, torso, and buttocks 
move substantially in unison. Thus, in a front impact it is 
also a concern that the seatback may possibly de?ect under 
the torso load prior to the head and neck of the occupant 
contacting the headrest. 
As a result, safety headrest mechanisms have been 

designed such that, upon rear impact, the occupant’s torso 
contacts an impact target of a vehicle seat With a rearWard 
load or force. The impact target is operatively connected to 
a headrest cushion portion such that, upon the rearWard load 
on the impact target, the headrest cushion portion moves 
forWardly toWard the head of the occupant. The forWard 
movement of the cushion portion in the crash situation 
lessens the gap Which may eXist betWeen the head of the 
occupant and the headrest cushion portion, preventing or 
decreasing the risk of Whiplash to the occupant. 

HoWever, it Would be desirable to have the headrest 
arrangement move forWard at a higher velocity to decrease 
the gap more quickly, but Without contacting the occupant’s 
head While moving at the higher velocity. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a cost 
effective mechanism to support the head of an occupant of 
a vehicle upon vehicle impact. 

In carrying out the above object, and other objects and 
features of the invention, a neW vehicle seat and headrest 
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2 
arrangement for use With a seat having a seatback in a 
vehicle is provided. The vehicle seat and headrest arrange 
ment comprises a headrest arrangement including a 
headrest, at least one impact target, and at least one of a 
guide member and a folloWer. The seatback has the other at 
least one of a guide member and folloWer. The guide 
member has a guideWay and the folloWer engages the 
guideWay of the guide member such that upon impact to the 
vehicle a rearWard load by the occupant upon the impact 
target Will cause the folloWer to engage the guideWay in such 
a manner to cause the headrest to be moved in a ?rst manner 
and a second manner to support the head of an occupant. 

In a more speci?c embodiment, the guide member is a 
bushing having a cam con?guration and the folloWer is a 
cam such that engagement of the cam and cam con?guration 
together With the forWard momentum of the headrest cause 
the headrest to move in a ?rst manner and a second manner. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, the guideWay has a 
?rst guideWay Wall and a second guideWay Wall and the 
folloWer has a ?rst folloWer portion and a second folloWer 
portion Which engage the ?rst guideWay Wall and second 
guideWay Wall respectively to cause the headrest to move in 
a ?rst manner and a second manner to support the head of 
an occupant. The second guideWay Wall may have a ?rst 
contact portion and a second contact portion and the second 
folloWer portion may have a ?rst surface portion and a 
second surface portion such that upon impact to the vehicle, 
the ?rst surface portion slidingly engages the ?rst contact 
portion While the ?rst folloWer portion slidingly engages the 
?rst guideWay Wall so as to cause the headrest to move in a 
?rst manner before the second surface portion slidingly 
engages the second contact portion as ?rst folloWer portion 
continues to slidingly engage the ?rst guideWay Wall so as 
to cause the headrest to move in a second manner. The ?rst 
contact portion may have a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, the second contact portion may have a rela 
tively ?at surface con?guration, the ?rst and second surface 
portions may have relatively ?at surface con?gurations, the 
?rst guideWay Wall may have a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, and ?rst folloWer portion may have an 
arcuately-topped protrusion con?guration. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, the vehicle seat and 
headrest arrangement further includes a movement-alloWing 
connector connected betWeen the headrest arrangement and 
the seatback. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, the seatback may 
have a seatback frame having side members and the 
movement-alloWing connector may be at least one link 
pivotally connected betWeen the side members of the seat 
back frame and the impact target. The link may be connected 
to the side member along a pivot aXis offset relative to the 
impact target such that a rearWard force of an occupant on 
the impact target Will tend to cause the impact target to move 
in a generally rearWard and upWard direction and move the 
headrest arrangement 

In another more speci?c embodiment, the vehicle seat and 
headrest arrangement further includes a biasing member 
operatively associated With the seatback and the headrest 
arrangement Which tends to bias the headrest against move 
ment in a ?rst and second manner. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, movement in a ?rst 
manner is movement on a ?rst trajectory and at a ?rst 
forWard velocity and movement in a second manner is 
movement on a second trajectory and at a second forWard 
velocity Which is less than the ?rst forWard velocity. 

The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement for use With a 
seat having a seatback in a vehicle may also comprise a 



US 6,631,949 B2 
3 

headrest arrangement including a headrest and a headrest 
extension, the headrest extension having at least one of a 
guide member and a follower and an impact target located 
beloW the at least one of a guide member and a folloWer. A 
seatback frame of the seatback has an upper cross frame 
member. The upper cross frame member has at least one of 
a guide member and folloWer, the guide member has a 
guideWay and the folloWer slidingly engaging the guideWay 
of the guide member such that upon impact to the vehicle a 
rearWard load by the occupant upon the impact target Will 
cause the folloWer to be slidably guided by the guideWay 
such that the headrest is moved in a ?rst manner and a 
second manner. 

In a more speci?c embodiment, the vehicle seat and 
headrest arrangement further includes a movement-alloWing 
connector connected betWeen the headrest arrangement and 
the seatback frame. The movement-alloWing connector may 
be at least one link pivotally connected betWeen the side 
members of the seatback frame and the impact target. The 
link may be connected to the side member along a pivot axis 
offset relative to the impact target such that a rearWard force 
of an occupant on the impact target Will tend to cause the 
impact target to move in a generally rearWard and upWard 
direction and move the headrest arrangement. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, the vehicle seat and 
headrest arrangement further includes a biasing member 
operatively associated With the seatback and the headrest 
arrangement Which tends to bias the headrest against move 
ment in a ?rst and second manner. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, the guide member 
is ?xedly attached to the seatback frame and has a ?rst 
guideWay Wall and a second guideWay Wall and the folloWer 
is ?xedly attached to the headrest extension and has a ?rst 
folloWer portion and a second folloWer portion Which slid 
ingly engage the ?rst guideWay Wall and second guideWay 
Wall respectively. The second guideWay Wall may have a 
?rst contact portion and a second contact portion and the 
second folloWer portion may have a ?rst surface portion and 
a second surface portion such that upon impact to the vehicle 
the ?rst surface portion slidingly engages the ?rst contact 
portion While the ?rst folloWer portion slidingly engages the 
?rst guideWay Wall so as to cause the headrest to move in a 
?rst manner before the second surface portion slidingly 
engages the second contact portion as ?rst folloWer portion 
continues to slidingly engage the ?rst guideWay Wall so as 
to cause the headrest to move in a second manner. The ?rst 
contact portion may have a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, the second contact portion may have a rela 
tively ?at surface con?guration, the ?rst and second surface 
portions may have relatively ?at surface con?gurations, the 
?rst guideWay Wall may have a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, and ?rst folloWer portion may have an 
arcuately-topped protrusion con?guration. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, movement in a ?rst 
manner is movement on a ?rst trajectory and at a ?rst 
forWard velocity and movement in a second manner is 
movement on a second trajectory Which is generally more 
upWardly than the ?rst trajectory and a second forWard 
velocity Which is less than the ?rst forWard velocity 

The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement for use With a 
seat having a seatback in a vehicle may also comprise a 
headrest arrangement including a headrest and a headrest 
extension, the headrest extension having a folloWer ?xedly 
connected to the headrest extension and an impact target 
located beloW the folloWer. A seatback frame of the seatback 
has side members and an upper cross frame member. The 
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4 
upper cross frame member has a guide member ?xedly 
connected to the cross frame member through Which the 
folloWer extends and the guide member has a guideWay. The 
folloWer slidingly engaging the guideWay of the guide 
member such that upon impact to the vehicle a rearWard load 
by the occupant upon the impact target Will cause the 
folloWer to be slidably guided by the guideWay such that the 
headrest is moved in a ?rst manner and a second manner. 

In a more speci?c embodiment, the vehicle seat and 
headrest arrangement further includes a movement-alloWing 
connector and a biasing member, the movement-alloWing 
connector being at least one link pivotally connected 
betWeen the side members of the seatback frame and the 
impact target and the link being connected to the side 
member along a pivot axis offset relative to the impact target 
such that a rearWard force of an occupant on the impact 
target Will tend to cause the impact target to move in a 
generally rearWard and upWard direction and move the 
headrest assembly, the biasing member being operatively 
connected betWeen the seatback frame and the headrest 
arrangement so as to bias the headrest against movement in 
a ?rst and second manner. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, movement in a ?rst 
manner is movement on a ?rst trajectory and at a ?rst 
forWard velocity and movement in a second manner is 
movement on a second trajectory Which is generally more 
upWardly than the ?rst trajectory and a second forWard 
velocity Which is less than the ?rst forWard velocity. 

In another more speci?c embodiment, the second guide 
Way Wall has a ?rst contact portion and a second contact 
portion and the second folloWer portion has a ?rst surface 
portion and a second surface portion such that upon impact 
to the vehicle, the ?rst surface portion slidingly engages the 
?rst contact portion While the ?rst folloWer portion slidingly 
engages the ?rst guideWay Wall so as to cause the headrest 
to move in a ?rst manner before the second surface portion 
slidingly engages the second contact portion as ?rst folloWer 
portion continues to slidingly engage the ?rst guideWay Wall 
so as to cause the headrest to move in a second manner. The 

?rst contact portion may have a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, the second contact portion may have a rela 
tively ?at surface con?guration, the ?rst and second surface 
portions may have relatively ?at surface con?gurations, the 
?rst guideWay Wall may have a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, and ?rst folloWer portion may have an 
arcuately-topped protrusion con?guration. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a vehicle seat and headrest 
arrangement in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of a variable pivot mecha 
nism for a headrest on a seatback frame in accordance With 
one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-section vieW of the variable pivot 
mechanism for the headrest of FIG. 2 taken along lines 
3—3; 

FIG. 4 is a cross-section vieW of FIG. 2 along lines 4—4 
shoWing movement of the headrest upon impact in accor 
dance With the present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of another embodiment of the 
variable pivot mechanism in accordance With the present 
invention; 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional vieW of the embodiment in 
FIG. 5 taken along lines 6—6; and 
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FIG. 7 is a How chart of one method of providing head 
support With a movable headrest of a vehicle seat to a 
vehicle occupant head during impact of the vehicle. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a vehicle seat and headrest arrangement 
10 having seat bottom 11 With fore end 11a and aft end 11b, 
seatback 12 With seatback frame 13 joined to seat bottom 11 
adjacent aft end 11b, and headrest arrangement 14 pivotally 
and slidably attached to seatback frame 13. Headrest 
arrangement 14 includes moveable headrest 22 Which, in 
this and in most typical embodiments, is cushioned. As Will 
be described in greater detail beloW, headrest 22 moves 
variably upon vehicle impact. In the embodiment shoWn, 
such variable movement occurs in ?rst and second manners 
Wherein the ?rst and second manners relate to ?rst and 
second forWard velocities respectively, those being the 
velocities of the headrest 22 forWard toWard the occupant or 
the front of the vehicle, and ?rst and second trajectories 
respectively, those being the trajectories or paths of headrest 
22. Such variable movement could be along any suitable 
combination of trajectories and velocities. As long as at least 
one of the ?rst forWard velocity and ?rst trajectory is 
different than one of a second forWard velocity and second 
trajectory, movement in ?rst and second manners, variable 
movement, has been achieved. 

HoWever, as Will be explained in more detail, in the event 
of a vehicle impact, it is preferable that the headrest move 
in a ?rst manner so as to more quickly lessen the gap 
betWeen the head of an occupant and the headrest 22 and 
move in a second manner so as to decrease the forWard 

velocity and provide support upon contact With the occu 
pant’s head. More speci?cally, prior to impact of a vehicle 
in Which the seat is located, headrest 22 is in a normal 
position. In the embodiment shoWn, upon impact of the 
vehicle, headrest 22 moves at ?rst and second forWard 
velocities and in ?rst and second trajectories. First, the 
headrest 22 moves at the ?rst forWard velocity and in the 
?rst trajectory to quickly decrease any gap betWeen the head 
of an occupant and the headrest portion 22. Then, the 
headrest 22 moves at the second forWard velocity and in the 
second trajectory such that the velocity of the headrest 22 
movement relative to the head of the occupant of the seat is 
decreased and so as to provide support to the occupant’s 
head upon contact With the headrest 22. 

FIG. 2 depicts headrest arrangement 14 movable With 
respect to seatback frame 13. As shoWn, seatback frame 13 
includes upper cross member 16 having ends 17, each of 
Which has a side member 18 integrally attached thereto and 
extending doWnWardly therefrom. LoWer cross member 20 
extends across seatback frame 13 to connect side members 
18. LoWer cross member 20 may be attached to side mem 
bers 18 by any suitable means, such as by Welds or bolts (not 
shoWn). 

In this embodiment, the upper cross member 16 includes 
at least one guide member, in this embodiment bushings 21. 
Such bushings may be attached to the cross member 16 or 
formed Within the cross member 16. While not shoWn, the 
guide members could also be connected to any part of the 
seatback frame. Furthermore, the guide members, such as 
the bushings 21 shoWn, may be ?xedly, rotatably, or other 
Wise movably connected to seatback frame 13 by any 
suitable means. In this embodiment, bushings 21 are Welded 
to upper cross member 16. 

As shoWn, headrest arrangement 14 includes headrest 22 
having cushion frame 23, headrest extension 24 extending 
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6 
doWnWardly therefrom, and impact target 26 to Which 
extension 24 extends. The impact target 26 may have any 
suitable con?guration or shape and may be made from any 
suitable material. In this embodiment, impact target 26 is 
disposed Within seatback frame 13 and betWeen side mem 
bers 18. The headrest 22 and impact target 26 are operatively 
associated as the headrest arrangement 14 moves variably 
With respect to the seat back frame 13. As described in 
greater detail beloW, headrest arrangement 14 cooperates 
With seatback frame 13 to de?ne shifting axes about Which 
headrest arrangement 14 pivots. 
As depicted in FIGS. 2 and 3, headrest extension 24 

extends doWnWardly from cushion frame 23 through each 
guide member, in this embodiment bushings 21, to an impact 
target 26. Each guide member de?nes a guideWay, in this 
embodiment guideWay 25. As shoWn, the headrest extension 
24 in this embodiment constitutes tWo posts. HoWever, a 
single post or any other suitable extension may be utiliZed. 
LikeWise, a single guide member or any other suitable 
number of guide members may be utiliZed. Furthermore, 
While not shoWn the headrest extension of the headrest 
arrangement could include or constitute an upper portion or 
part of the seatback frame such that the upper portion or part 
could move variably. 
As shoWn in this embodiment, one or more movement 

alloWing connectors 28, such as links or hinges shoWn, may 
be used to pivotally or otherWise suitably attach impact 
target 26 to side members 18. Such movement-alloWing 
connectors 28 may be connected at each end to the impact 
target 26 and side member 18 respectively, in a pivotal, 
?xed, or otherWise suitable manner. More speci?cally, as 
shoWn in the embodiment depicted, each of the movement 
alloWing connectors 28 may be pivotally attached to the 
seatback frame 13 on pivot axis A generally perpendicular to 
the fore and aft direction. The other end of the movement 
alloWing connector may also be pivotally attached to the 
impact target 26. As shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 4, the pivot axis 
A is offset relative to the impact target 26 such that a 
rearWard force applied to the impact target 26 Will tend to 
cause the movement-alloWing connector 28 to pivot about 
the pivot axis A and the impact target to move in a generally 
rearWard and upWard direction. Of course, any other suitable 
movement-alloWing connector 28 betWeen the impact target 
26 and the side member 18, or betWeen any suitable portion 
of the headrest arrangement 14 and the seatback frame 13, 
could be used, such as multiple linkages for example, such 
that the impact target pivots about a ?xed or variable 
(instantaneous) pivot axis. 

RearWard loading of impact target 26 Will cause headrest 
22 to pivot toWard the head of the occupant. Preferably, a 
suitable biasing member is operatively associated With the 
seatback frame 13 and headrest arrangement 14 in order to 
bias headrest arrangement 14 against such movement. As 
shoWn in this embodiment, such biasing member may con 
sist of springs 29 attached betWeen the loWer cross member 
20 and each link 28. HoWever, such biasing member may be 
operatively associated With or betWeen the seatback frame 
13 and headrest arrangement 14 in any suitable manner. 
Furthermore, While in this embodiment, spring 29 is a 
metallic coil, any suitable biasing member, such as an elastic 
tube, may be used. 
As shoWn in FIG. 3, in one embodiment of the present 

invention the guide member, in this embodiment the bushing 
21, includes a guideWay 25, Which in this embodiment 
includes a cam con?guration 31 having a ?rst movement 
portion and a second movement portion, the operation of 
Which is described in paragraphs beloW. While the guideWay 
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25 in this embodiment has a ?rst movement portion and a 
second movement portion, the guideWay 25 is not limited to 
such a con?guration but may have any suitable con?gura 
tion. Furthermore, the guide member could utiliZe a slot or 
any other suitable con?guration in guiding the folloWer as 
Will be explained. 

The cam con?guration 31 in this embodiment includes a 
?rst guideWay Wall 32 and a second guideWay Wall 34. As 
shoWn, second guideWay Wall 34 may have ?rst contact 
portion 36 and second contact portion 38 formed vertically 
adjacent each other and integrally connected. In this embodi 
ment the ?rst guideWay Wall 32 has a relatively curved 
surface con?guration While the ?rst contact portion 36 and 
second contact portion 38 of the second guideWay Wall 34 
has a relatively curved surface con?guration and a relatively 
?at surface con?guration respectively. Of course, any other 
suitable con?guration of the ?rst and second guideWay Walls 
32, 34 may be used. Likewise, any suitable con?guration of 
?rst and second contact portions 36, 38, may be used. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3, the folloWer 39, in this embodi 

ment a cam 40, may be disposed on extension 24. Cam 40 
may be disposed on extension 24 by any suitable means such 
as by Welding or molding. The folloWer 39, in this embodi 
ment cam 40, cooperates With the guideWay 25 of the guide 
member, in this embodiment the bushing 21 having a cam 
con?guration 31 With a ?rst guideWay Wall 32 and second 
guideWay Wall 34. While the folloWer in this embodiment is 
a cam, any other suitable folloWer con?guration could be 
utiliZed, such as a projection projecting laterally from the 
extension 24 and engaging a slot or other suitable con?gu 
ration of the guide member. Furthermore, While in this 
embodiment the folloWer is connected to the extension 24 
and the guide member is connected to the seatback frame 13, 
the folloWer could also be connected to the seatback frame 
13 and the guide member could be connected to the exten 
sion 24. 

The folloWer, in this embodiment the cam 40, has a ?rst 
folloWer portion 41 and a second folloWer portion 43. The 
second folloWer portion 43 includes a ?rst surface portion 42 
and a second surface portion 44 formed vertically adjacent 
each other and integrally connected. First surface portion 42 
may have a relatively ?at surface con?guration Which 
extends at an angle from and relative to extension 24, to 
slidably cooperate With ?rst contact portion 36 of second 
guideWay Wall 34. HoWever, any other suitable ?rst surface 
con?guration may be used. While an angle of approximately 
30 degrees betWeen the ?rst surface portion 42 and the 
extension 24 has been found to be satisfactory, any suitable 
angle may be used. 

Second surface portion 44 may have a relatively ?at 
surface con?guration as shoWn. In this embodiment, the 
second surface portion 44 slidably cooperates With second 
contact portion 38. While the ?rst and second surface 
portions 42, 44 have been shoWn in this embodiment to have 
relatively ?at surface con?gurations, any other suitable 
surface con?gurations may be used. 
As shoWn, and as discussed in further detail beloW, in this 

embodiment the ?rst and second surface portions 42, 44 
slidably contact ?rst and second contact portions 36, 38, 
respectively, to provide improved head support to the occu 
pant upon vehicle impact. Of course, ?rst surface portion 42 
may also slidably contact second contact portion 38 and 
second surface portion 44 may also slidably contact ?rst 
contact portion 36 Without departing from the spirit or scope 
of the present invention. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 1—4, in this embodiment the ?rst 

folloWer portion 41 extends from extension 24 opposite ?rst 
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8 
and second surface portions 42, 44 to slidably contact the 
?rst guideWay Wall 32. While the ?rst folloWer portion 41 
has been shoWn in this embodiment to have an arcuately 
topped protrusion con?guration, any other suitable con?gu 
ration may be used. During normal use of the vehicle seat 
and headrest arrangement 10, the ?rst folloWer portion 41 
serves to prevent the extension 24 from shifting back and 
forth, and to provide a substantially snug ?t Within the guide 
member, in this embodiment the bushing 21. 

HoWever, upon vehicle impact, ?rst and second folloWer 
portions 41, 43 and ?rst and second guideWay Walls 32, 34, 
are con?gured to cooperate together to move headrest 22 in 
?rst and second manners, e.g., ?rst and second forWard 
velocities and ?rst and second trajectories of headrest 22. 
More speci?cally, upon impact of the vehicle, an occupant 
of the vehicle provides rearWard load on impact target 26. In 
turn, connectors 28 pivot about axis A and the impact target 
28 moves in a generally rearWard and upWard direction. As 
a result, extension 24 slides upWardly through the guideWay 
25 of the guide member, in this embodiment the bushing 21, 
and ?rst surface portion 42 slides along ?rst contact portion 
36, and ?rst folloWer portion 41 slides along ?rst guideWay 
Wall 32. This movement, movement in the ?rst manner, 
de?nes the ?rst forWard velocity and ?rst trajectory of 
headrest 22 toWard and relative to the occupant’s head. This 
movement also de?nes the ?rst movement portion. More 
speci?cally, this movement in the ?rst manner causes the 
headrest 22 of the headrest arrangement 14 to pivot With 
respect to the seatback frame 13 along a ?rst trajectory about 
and above a constant or shifting axis. The ?rst trajectory and 
the force of the impact de?ne a ?rst forWard velocity of the 
headrest 22 toWard the head of the seat occupant. 

Then, the second surface portion 44 slides along second 
contact portion 38, as folloWer portion 41 continues to slide 
along and past ?rst guideWay Wall 32. This movement, 
movement in the second manner, de?nes the second velocity 
and second trajectory of headrest 22 toWard and relative to 
the occupant’s head. This movement also de?nes the second 
movement portion. More speci?cally, this movement in the 
second manner causes the headrest 22 of the headrest 
arrangement 10 to pivot With respect to the seatback frame 
13 along a second trajectory about and above a constant or 
shifting axis. The second trajectory and the force of the 
impact de?ne a second forWard velocity of the headrest 22 
toWard the head of the seat occupant. 

Each of the constant or shifting axes is the pivot axis, also 
called the instant center axis, instantaneous pivot axis, or 
instantaneous axis, about Which the headrest 22 pivots at any 
given time during movement along a particular trajectory. 

In the embodiments shoWn, the pivot axis, also called the 
instant center axis, instantaneous pivot axis, or instantaneous 
axis, about Which the headrest portion pivots shifts through 
out the trajectories of the headrest 22 during a rearWard 
loading of the impact target. Shifting the instantaneous axis 
doWnWardly alloWs the headrest 22 to move in a more 
forWardly direction toWard the occupant’s head upon a 
rearWard force to the impact target. Preferably, the vehicle 
seat and headrest arrangement is such that the instantaneous 
axis shifts Within a relatively loWer range of positions during 
camming betWeen the ?rst surface portion 42 and the ?rst 
contact portion 36. The resulting trajectory is such that the 
headrest 22 Will move in a direction more directed toWard 
the occupant’s head during the course of the ?rst trajectory. 
Shifting the instantaneous axis upWardly, Within a relatively 
higher range of positions, after the movement in the ?rst 
manner has been accomplished, alloWs the headrest 22 to 
move more upWardly, and support the occupant’s head, 
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during movement in the second manner. In the embodiments 
shoWn, the cam is formed such that the instantaneous axis 
shifts upwardly upon contact of the second surface portion 
With the second contact portion 38. 

In summary, upon vehicle impact, the headrest 22 moves 
forwardly and upWardly in ?rst and second manners, along 
?rst and the second trajectories, and at ?rst and second 
forWard velocities. The greater the crash acceleration, the 
greater the velocity of headrest 22 in the ?rst and second 
manners. 

Although both trajectories provide for both forWard and 
upWard movement of the headrest 22, the ?rst trajectory 
alloWs the headrest 22 to move more forWardly and the 
second trajectory alloWs the headrest 22 to move more 
upWardly. The ?rst forWard velocity is preferably greater 
than the second forWard velocity. The ?rst forWard velocity 
alloWs the headrest 22 to quickly move a predetermined 
distance to lessen the gap betWeen the occupant’s head and 
the headrest 22. The second velocity alloWs the headrest 22 
to further lessen the gap and to sloW doWn or stop relative 
to the seat occupant’s head for supporting the occupant’s 
head upon contact. 

In this particular embodiment, headrest 22 moves in a 
forWard and upWard direction for a predetermined distance 
toWard the occupant’s head in order to lessen the gap 
therebetWeen. More speci?cally, during movement of the 
headrest 22 in the ?rst and second trajectories, the headrest 
22 is con?gured to move forWard a predetermined distance. 
While a distance range betWeen 2 and 25 centimeters may be 
suitable, any suitable distance may be used and Will be 
dependent, at least in part, on the interior design parameters 
of the particular vehicle. 

In the particular embodiment shoWn, due to the con?gu 
ration of the ?rst surface portion 42 and the ?rst contact 
portion 36, the headrest 22 moves more forWardly than 
upWardly to de?ne the ?rst trajectory, providing the ?rst 
forWard velocity. Due to the con?guration of the second 
surface portion 44 and the second contact portion 38, the 
headrest 22 moves more upWardly than forWardly to de?ne 
the second trajectory, providing the second forWard velocity. 
Thus, in this embodiment, the ?rst forWard velocity is 
greater then the second forWard velocity in the direction 
toWard the head of the vehicle occupant. Accordingly, 
surface portions 44, 46 and contact portions 36, 38 are 
designed to reduce headrest 22 movement directly toWard 
the occupant’s head after movement in the ?rst manner. 

In normal vehicle seat and headrest arrangements, during 
the initial stages of an impact, the occupant’s torso is in 
contact With the seatback While the occupant’s head is 
several inches forWard of the headrest 22. This condition is 
consistent With the body being reclined at about 20—25 
degrees from vertical With the neck being approximately 
vertical. In contrast, the seat is usually at a reclined angle of 
approximately 20—25 degrees from vertical, With the head 
rest either folloWing the inclination of the seatback or 
curving slightly forWard. In any event, for seating comfort, 
the head is usually not in contact With the headrest While 
driving. 
As the occupant loads the seatback in an impact, force 

builds up behind the torso and buttocks of the seat occupant 
as the head, neck, torso, and buttocks move in unison. 
Typically, there is a greater compression in the torso and 
buttocks regions of the seat, With a gradual reduction up to 
the shoulder level as the body remains upright. The more 
severe the crash, the greater the compression of the occupant 
into the seatback. As this action is occurring, the initial load 
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of the occupant tends to de?ect the seatback rearWardly. The 
amount of de?ection is related to the bending stiffness of the 
seatback. The seatback may possibly de?ect under the torso 
load prior to the head and neck of the occupant contacting 
the headrest. The current invention reduces this “Whiplash” 
effect by bringing the headrest forWard into a head support 
ing position. 

FIGS. 5 and 6 depict another embodiment Which operates 
similar to the embodiment described above. This embodi 
ment includes components similar to components of vehicle 
seat and headrest arrangement 10 above. Similar compo 
nents Will be referred to by the same reference characters 
used to identify like components in the ?rst embodiment. 
HoWever, in this embodiment, a different guide member, 
bushing 121, is disposed on seatback frame 113 and includes 
a ?rst guideWay Wall 132 and second guideWay Wall 134 
having a pair of ?rst and second contact portions 136, 138. 
A folloWer, in this embodiment a cam 140, is disposed on 
extension 124 and includes a pair of ?rst and second surface 
portions 142, 144 formed to cooperate With the pair of ?rst 
and second contact portions 136, 138, respectively. As 
shoWn, the ?rst guideWay Wall 132 includes a planar surface 
upon Which a ?rst folloWer portion 141 slides during move 
ment of the headrest arrangement 114. Similar to the 
embodiment described above, the ?rst and second surface 
portions 142, 144 slidably contact the ?rst and second 
contact portions 136, 138, respectively, to de?ne ?rst and 
second forWard velocities and ?rst and second trajectories of 
the headrest 22 during vehicle impact and to accordingly 
provide improved head support to the occupant upon vehicle 
impact. 
While not shoWn, as a further alternative example 

embodiment, the invention may be constructed such that the 
impact target 26 is not connected to the side member 18. In 
such an embodiment, the impact target could be supported in 
the non-impact position via a guide member and folloWer for 
example. 

It is to be noted that the embodiments described above 
may be made by any conventional means using any con 
ventional materials knoWn in the vehicle seating art. 

FIG. 7 depicts a method 310 of providing head support to 
an occupant of a vehicle during impact of the vehicle. 
Method 310 includes moving the headrest toWard the head 
of the occupant in a ?rst manner upon vehicle impact in 
block 312. A resulting rearWard force of the occupant 
contacting the impact target initiates movement of the head 
rest in the ?rst manner, such as a ?rst trajectory and a ?rst 
forWard velocity as described above. Then, in block 314, 
method 310 includes moving the headrest toWard the head of 
the occupant in a second manner, along second trajectory 
and at a second forWard velocity, different from the ?rst 
manner. The second manner includes a second trajectory and 
a second forWard velocity of the headrest. It is preferred that 
the ?rst trajectory is directed more forWardly than the 
second trajectory, and the ?rst forWard velocity is greater 
than the second forWard velocity. Method 310 further 
includes reducing movement of the headrest after moving 
the headrest in the second manner, preferably prior to 
contact With the occupant’s head, in block 316. Although the 
headrest may contact the occupant’s head While moving 
along the second trajectory, it is preferred that the headrest 
is at a reduced velocity or stationary upon contact With the 
head. Furthermore, in block 318, method 310 includes 
contacting the occupant’s head to provide support, lessening 
Whiplash to the occupant’s head upon impact of the vehicle. 

While embodiments of the invention have been illustrated 
and described, it is not intended that these embodiments 
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illustrate and describe all possible forms of the invention as 
claimed. It is understood that various changes or modi?ca 
tions may be made Without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the claimed invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Avehicle seat and headrest arrangement for use With a 

seat having a seatback in a vehicle, the vehicle seat and 
headrest arrangement comprising: 

a headrest arrangement including a headrest, an impact 
target, and one of a guide member and a folloWer; 

the seatback having the other one of a guide member and 
folloWer, the guide member having a guideWay and the 
folloWer extending laterally and engaging the guide 
Way of the guide member such that upon impact to the 
vehicle a rearWard load by the occupant upon the 
impact target Will cause the folloWer to engage the 
guideWay in such a manner to cause the headrest to be 
moved in a ?rst manner and a second manner to support 
a head of an occupant. 

2. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 1 
Wherein the guide member is a bushing having a cam 
con?guration and the folloWer is a cam such that engage 
ment of the cam and cam con?guration together With a the 
forWard momentum of the headrest cause the headrest to 
move in the ?rst manner and the second manner. 

3. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 1 
Wherein the guideWay has a ?rst guideWay Wall and a second 
guideWay Wall and the folloWer has a ?rst folloWer portion 
and a second folloWer portion Which engage the ?rst guide 
Way Wall and second guideWay Wall respectively to cause 
the headrest to move in the ?rst manner and the second 
manner to support the head of the occupant. 

4. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 3 
Wherein the second guideWay Wall has a ?rst contact portion 
and a second contact portion and the second folloWer portion 
has a ?rst surface portion and a second surface portion such 
that upon impact to the vehicle, the ?rst surface portion 
slidingly engages the ?rst contact portion While the ?rst 
folloWer portion slidingly engages the ?rst guideWay Wall so 
as to cause the headrest to move in the ?rst manner before 

the second surface portion slidingly engages the second 
contact portion as the ?rst folloWer portion continues to 
slidingly engage the ?rst guideWay Wall so as to cause the 
headrest to move in the second manner. 

5. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 4 
Wherein the ?rst contact portion has a relatively curved 
surface con?guration, the second contact portion has a 
relatively ?at surface con?guration, the ?rst and second 
surface portions have relatively ?at surface con?gurations, 
the ?rst guideWay Wall has a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, and ?rst folloWer portion has an arcuately 
topped protrusion con?guration. 

6. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 1 
further including a movement-alloWing connector connected 
betWeen the headrest arrangement and the seatback. 

7. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 6 
Wherein the seatback has a seatback frame having side 
members and the movement-alloWing connector is at least 
one link pivotally connected betWeen the side members of 
the seatback frame and the impact target. 

8. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 7 
Wherein the link is connected to the side member along a 
pivot axis and the pivot axis is offset relative to the impact 
target such that a rearWard force of an occupant on the 
impact target Will tend to cause the impact target to move in 
a generally rearWard and upWard direction and move the 
headrest arrangement. 
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9. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 1 

further including a biasing member operatively associated 
With the seatback and the headrest arrangement Which tends 
to bias headrest against movement in the ?rst manner and the 
second manner. 

10. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 1 
Wherein movement in the ?rst manner is movement on a ?rst 
trajectory and at a ?rst forWard velocity and movement in 
the second manner is movement on a second trajectory and 
at a second forWard velocity Which is less than the ?rst 
forWard velocity. 

11. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 1 
Wherein movement in the ?rst manner quickly decreases a 
distance betWeen the headrest and the head of the occupant, 
While movement in the second manner decreases a velocity 
of the headrest forWard the head of the occupant so as to 
provide support upon contact With the head. 

12. A vehicle seat and headrest arrangement for use With 
a seat having a seatback in a vehicle, the vehicle seat and 
headrest arrangement comprising: 

a headrest arrangement including a headrest and a head 
rest extension, the headrest extension having one of a 
guide member and a folloWer and an impact target 
located beloW the one of a guide member and a 

folloWer; 
a seatback frame of the seatback having side members and 

an upper cross frame member, the upper cross frame 
member having the other of a guide member and 
folloWer, the guide member having a guideWay and the 
folloWer extending laterally and slidingly engaging the 
guideWay of the guide member such that upon impact 
to the vehicle a rearWard load by an occupant upon the 
impact target Will cause the folloWer to be slidably 
guided by the guideWay such that the headrest is moved 
in a ?rst manner and a second manner. 

13. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 12 
further including a movement-alloWing connector connected 
betWeen the headrest arrangement and the seatback frame. 

14. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 13 
Wherein the movement-alloWing connector is at least one 
link pivotally connected betWeen the side members of the 
seatback frame and the impact target and the link is con 
nected to the side member along a pivot axis offset relative 
to the impact target such that a rearWard force of an occupant 
on the impact target Will tend to cause the impact target to 
move in a generally rearWard and upWard direction and 
move the headrest arrangement. 

15. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 13 
further including a biasing member operatively associated 
With the seatback and the headrest arrangement Which tends 
to bias headrest against movement in the ?rst and second 
manner. 

16. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 12 
Wherein the guide member is ?xedly attached to the seatback 
frame and has a ?rst guideWay Wall and a second guideWay 
Wall and the folloWer is ?xedly attached to the headrest 
extension and has a ?rst folloWer portion and a second 
folloWer portion Which slidingly engage the ?rst guideWay 
Wall and second guideWay Wall respectively. 

17. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 16 
Wherein the second guideWay Wall has a ?rst contact portion 
and a second contact portion and the second folloWer portion 
has a ?rst surface portion and a second surface portion such 
that upon impact to the vehicle, the ?rst surface portion 
slidingly engages the ?rst contact portion While the ?rst 
folloWer portion slidingly engages the ?rst guideWay Wall so 
as to cause the headrest to move in the ?rst manner before 
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the second surface portion slidingly engages the second 
contact portion as ?rst follower portion continues to slid 
ingly engage the ?rst guideWay Wall so as to cause the 
headrest to move in the second manner. 

18. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 17 
Wherein the ?rst contact portion has a relatively curved 
surface con?guration, the second contact portion has a 
relatively ?at surface con?guration, the ?rst and second 
surface portions have relatively ?at surface con?gurations, 
the ?rst guideWay Wall has a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, and ?rst folloWer portion has an arcuately 
topped protrusion con?guration. 

19. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 12 
Wherein movement in the ?rst manner is movement on a ?rst 
trajectory and at a ?rst forWard velocity and movement in 
the second manner is movement on a second trajectory 
Which is generally more upWardly than the ?rst trajectory 
and a second forWard velocity Which is less than the ?rst 
forWard velocity. 

20. A vehicle seat and headrest arrangement for use With 
a seat having a seatback in a vehicle, the vehicle seat and 
headrest arrangement comprising: 

a headrest arrangement including a headrest, a headrest 
eXtension eXtending from the headrest, a laterally 
extending folloWer ?Xedly connected to the headrest 
extension, and an impact target located beloW the 
folloWer; 

a seatback frame of the seatback having side members and 
an upper cross frame member, the upper cross frame 
member having a guide member ?Xedly connected to 
the cross frame member through Which the folloWer 
eXtends, the guide member having a guideWay and the 
folloWer slidingly engaging the guideWay of the guide 
member such that upon impact to the vehicle a rear 
Ward load by an occupant upon the impact target Will 
cause the folloWer to be slidably guided by the guide 
Way such that the headrest is moved in a ?rst manner 
and a second manner. 

21. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 20 
further including a movement-alloWing connector and a 
biasing member, the movement-alloWing connector being at 
least one link pivotally connected betWeen the side members 
of the seatback frame and the impact target and the link 
being connected to the side member along a pivot aXis offset 
relative to the impact target such that a rearWard force of an 
occupant on the impact target Will tend to cause the impact 
target to move in a generally rearWard and upWard direction 
and move the headrest assembly, the biasing member being 
operatively connected betWeen the seatback frame and the 
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headrest arrangement so as to bias headrest against move 
ment in the ?rst and second manner. 

22. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 21 
Wherein movement in the ?rst manner is movement on a ?rst 
trajectory and at a ?rst forWard velocity and movement in 
the second manner is movement on a second trajectory 
Which is generally more upWardly than the ?rst trajectory 
and a second forWard velocity Which is less than the ?rst 
forWard velocity. 

23. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 22 
Wherein the second guideWay Wall has a ?rst contact portion 
and a second contact portion and the second folloWer portion 
has a ?rst surface portion and a second surface portion such 
that upon impact to the vehicle, the ?rst surface portion 
slidingly engages the ?rst contact portion While the ?rst 
folloWer portion slidingly engages the ?rst guideWay Wall so 
as to cause the headrest to move in the ?rst manner before 

the second surface portion slidingly engages the second 
contact portion as ?rst folloWer portion continues to slid 
ingly engage the ?rst guideWay Wall so as to cause the 
headrest to move in the second manner. 

24. The vehicle seat and headrest arrangement of claim 23 
Wherein the ?rst contact portion has a relatively curved 
surface con?guration, the second contact portion has a 
relatively ?at surface con?guration, the ?rst and second 
surface portions have relatively ?at surface con?gurations, 
the ?rst guideWay Wall has a relatively curved surface 
con?guration, and ?rst folloWer portion has an arcuately 
topped protrusion con?guration. 

25. A seat and headrest arrangement for use in a vehicle 
comprising: 

a headrest arrangement including a headrest, an impact 
target, and one of a guide member and a folloWer; and 

a seatback having the other one of a guide member and 
folloWer, the guide member having a guideWay and the 
folloWer engaging the guideWay such that upon impact 
to the vehicle a rearWard load by the occupant upon the 
impact target Will cause the folloWer to engage the 
guideWay to cause the headrest to be moved in a ?rst 
manner and a second manner to support a head of an 

occupant; 
Wherein the guide member is a bushing having a cam 

con?guration and the folloWer is a cam such that 
engagement of the cam and cam con?guration together 
With a forWard momentum of the headrest causes the 
headrest to move in the ?rst manner and the second 
manner. 
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