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(57) ABSTRACT 

Amethod for recording data from parameter values captured 
using sensors in a vehicle, particularly for the reconstruction 
of accidents, as Well as a memory device and a device for 
recording such data, it being possible to record all relevant 
data continuously using loW memory volume, and to save it 
permanently in a short period of time. For this purpose, the 
parameter values and/or data calculated from them are 
recorded at increasing time intervals for the instantaneous 
capturing point in time at decreasing density. A suitable 
storage device has a RAM (random access memory) for 
recording the data in each case over a certain time space and 
in a nonvolatile memory (such as EEPROM), to Which the 
recorded data can be transmitted in parallel from the RAM 
Within a feW ms. An ASIC is suitable for its implementation. 

12 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR RECODING 
VEHICLE DATA 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a method and a device for 
recording data from parameter values captured or ascer 
tained in a vehicle, particularly by using sensors, especially 
for reconstructing accidents, and to a storage device for 
recording such data. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

For the purpose of ascertaining the course of an accident 
in vehicles having an antilock braking systems (ABS) it is 
knoWn from European Patent No. EP 0 078 807 B1 store 
travel condition quantities such as vehicle speed, braking 
distance and braking deceleration captured by sensors and 
calculable, in order to reconstruct the accident from this, 
since vehicles having ABS mostly do not leave behind clear 
skid marks. 

Accident data printers are introduced in an article in 
WirtschaftsWoche, No. 10, page 60 to 62, of Mar. 3, 1989 
(“Black Box im Auto”) (Black Box in the Automobile). The 
accident data printer is operated by sensors Which pick up all 
the motion changes of the automobile. Additional data (such 
as light or blinker sWitch position, steering, pedal or clutch 
motions, etc) can be registered. All the data are stored on a 
chip and overWritten every 30 seconds With up-to-date data. 
In case of an accident, the chip’s contents are frozen, and, 
until the automobile comes to a stop, further data are 
recorded. Finally, an accident data printer and a method of 
analyZing the occurrence of an accident are knoWn from 
German Patent No. DE 195 09 711 A1. There, the attempt 
is made to minimize the great inaccuracy in determining 
accident data (speed and braking distance) by making use of 
GPS (Global Positioning System) signals for the evaluation, 
in addition to the data from the accident data printer. Hereby, 
a sufficiently exact relative position ?nding can be made, the 
absolute position ?nding (Zero-point correction) being made 
by the knoWn accident data printer. This document takes up 
the problem that, in order to obtain a sufficiently accurate 
calculation of the accident data using a customary accident 
data printer, an individual sensor Would be required for each 
of the three translational and each of the three rotational 
degrees of freedom of the vehicle movement, Which Would 
result in an unacceptable computational and sensor-technical 
effort. 

Actually, evidence on vehicle dynamics during an acci 
dent (mostly connected With abrupt braking, skidding or 
crash) requires capturing parameters at an interval such as 
20—40 ms, and, for some parameters, such as Wheel-speed, 
at less than 20 ms. On the assumption that 70 parameters are 
captured for accident reconstruction every 20 ms at a scope 
of 2 bytes over a time span of 30 ms, this Would require a 
memory of 205 kByte. 

The method described in German Patent No. DE 195 09 
711 A1 for accident reconstruction, using GPS signals, 
requires a corresponding receiving system and likeWise a 
substantial effort With respect to technical computations. 
Besides, retro?tting existing systems turns out to be dif?cult. 
A further disadvantage of knoWn accident printers is the 

long transmission time of data recorded in a volatile memory 
(RAM) to a non-volatile memory (e.g. EEROM). Typically, 
the RAM content is Written into an EEPROM via a serial 
bus, such as the SP1. The transmission time groWs linearly 
With the number of bytes to be transmitted. The sloW 
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2 
transmission rate (eg 10 ms/byte) is unsuitable for trans 
mitting the necessary volume of data for the actualiZation of 
an accident data memory functionality, after a crash in Which 
there has been a probable collapse of the supply voltage as 
a result of damage to components of the vehicle’s electrical 
system, or a speci?c disconnecting of the battery after 
detection of the accident. 

Accident data printers are also knoWn in Which the 
corresponding data are not transmitted from a RAM to an 
EEPROM. For example, it is possible to con?gure the RAM 
battery-buffered, this actual construction being knoWn in at 
least one commercially available accident data printer. 
HoWever, in control equipment, battery-buffering is 
regarded as very unfavorable, since these do not have their 
oWn batteries, and the vehicle electrical system can break 
doWn during an accident. As Was already mentioned, 
hoWever, if data are to be transmitted in control equipment 
from a RAM to an EEPROM, a serial bus is frequently 
installed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a method 
and a device for recording data from parameter values 
captured by means of sensors in a vehicle, particularly for 
the reconstruction of accidents, as Well as a memory device 
for recording such data, it being possible to record all 
relevant data continuously using loW memory volume, and 
to save it in a short period of time. 

In addition, the present invention relates to a computer 
program, on a storage medium or data carrier, Which, by 
being run on a computer or a control device executes a 
method according to the present invention. In this regard, the 
referenced storage medium can be permanently integrated 
into the computer or the control device, as, for instance, a 
RAM, E(E)PROM, ?ash EPROM, hard disk, etc., or it can 
be mobile, such as a diskette, CD-ROM or the like. 

According to the present invention, the parameter values 
and/or data calculated from them are recorded at increasing 
time intervals at decreasing density for an instantaneous 
capturing point in time. For it has been shoWn that a high 
recording density is required in only a very short time space 
before an accident, since at that time high rates of change are 
probable in the parameter values. Values going back farther 
in time can be recorded at lesser resolution, since loWer rates 
of change can be assumed, and the relevance of the data 
decreases With increasing time interval from the accident. 

According to the present invention, the recording density 
can decrease, for example, exponentially, linearly or step 
Wise With increasing time interval from the instantaneous 
capturing point in time (that is, from the possible accident 
point in time). It is advantageous and easily feasible in 
practice to record the parameter values at discretely decreas 
ing recording frequency, a suitable, prede?ned number of 
steps (such as 2 to 8, advantageously 3 to 6) being set to 
cover the recording time space. 

In a particular embodiment of the method according to the 
present invention, representative data, such as extreme val 
ues or mean values are calculated from the captured param 
eter values and recorded. This is advantageous particularly 
When the data are recorded at a very loW recording fre 
quency. Then the information Which has been lost because of 
the large interval in the recording points in time can be 
partially compensated. For example, the minimum value, the 
maximum value and the mean value of a parameter can be 
calculated betWeen tWo recording times and stored. In this 
manner important data can be maintained, and yet feWer 
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values can be recorded than if the recording frequency Were 
at a maximum. 

The method according to the present invention cannot 
only be applied to the reconstruction of vehicle accidents by 
the use of recorded data, but also, for example, for the 
evaluation of parts requirements, for the determination of the 
service life and/or the Wear of individual parts, etc., provided 
that the parameters needed for this are measured or other 
Wise ascertained by the use of suitable sensors. The time 
period for recording and the timing of the recording fre 
quency has to be established for each application and each 
parameter. For example, the data can be evaluated along the 
lines of When the exchange of a replacement part is 
indicated, judging from the stress up to the present. 

It is advantageous for accident reconstruction if the 
recorded data are transmitted in parallel to a nonvolatile 
memory after a vehicle accident. The transmission time then 
no longer groWs linearly With data volume, but rather, 
immediate storage is possible after an accident or a speci?c 
event. 

Furthermore, the subject matter of the present invention is 
a memory device for recording data from parameter values 
captured by sensors in a vehicle, particularly for the recon 
struction of accidents, a RAM (random access memory) for 
recording the data, each time for a certain time period, and 
a nonvolatile memory being installed, to Which the recorded 
data from the RAM can be transmitted in parallel. 
An accident can be recogniZed in various Ways. Either the 

vehicle electrical system collapses because of damage to its 
components, or the accident is detected by sensor, special 
detection algorithms being used for this. In that case, it is 
necessary to save the recorded volume of data in a nonvola 
tile manner in as short a period of time as possible. In other 
applications too, it can be desirable to permanently save the 
recorded data immediately after a speci?c event. 

For this purpose, according to the present invention, a 
so-called nvSRAM (nonvolatile static random access 
memory) is used. During normal operation, the SRAM 
replaces the RAM, and is connected in parallel to a non 
volatile memory (such as an EEPROM). The circuit is set in 
such a Way that, if the supply voltage falls beloW a speci?ed 
threshold value, or at the occurrence of a speci?ed event, the 
entire SRAM content is saved in less than 10 ms. 

Alternatively, any other storage technology can be 
applied, if it permits nonvolatile storage in brief time, eg in 
a feW milliseconds (ms), of larger data volumes, e.g. several 
kilobytes (kbytes). Examples for this are FeRAM 
(ferroelectric RAM) and Flash-Banks (?ash memory). 

The use of an ASIC (application-speci?c integrated 
circuit) in the control unit of the vehicle is particularly 
suitable for the implementation of an accident data storage 
functionality in the vehicle. Many sensors do not commu 
nicate With the vehicle bus, but are connected to the control 
unit (directly or via the ?eld bus). For this purpose, the 
control unit makes available sensor data over the bus. 
Thereby structures present anyWay can be optimally used. 
The data supplied by the sensors are further used for 
accident reconstruction, the sensor data being available over 
the vehicle bus (e.g. CAN), and the desired data are evalu 
ated using softWare. An ASIC is particularly advantageous 
When an nvSRAM is used for data storage. Simply ?tting the 
control unit With the ASIC is required Without further 
hardWare changes; the required softWare changes are mini 
miZed. Selective out?tting With the accident data memory 
functionality is possible. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shoWs a ?rst Function 1, according to the present 
invention, on the decrease of the recording density of a 
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4 
parameter value With increasing interval in time to the 
instantaneous recording point in time. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a second Function 2, according to the 
present invention, on the decrease of the recording density 
of a parameter value With increasing interval in time to the 
instantaneous recording point in time. 

FIG. 3 shoWs the construction in principle of an ASIC 8 
using an nvSRAM 7 for data storage for the accident 
reconstruction. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In FIG. 1 the recording time space is denoted as T. T lies 
in the range of 60 seconds, for example, data being recorded 
a While longer for accident reconstruction after a crash 
detection, such as perhaps 5 to 10 seconds, before the entire 
memory content is saved, as far as this is possible in regard 
to the situation or the progression of the accident, respec 
tively. Depending on the requirements, longer or shorter 
recording time spaces are also conceivable. 

According to the present invention, the recording density 
decreases With groWing distance in time to the time of the 
accident. Function 1 shoWs a nonlinear, essentially expo 
nential pattern representing a continuous data compression. 

Function 2 shoWn in FIG. 2 describes multistep, here 
three-step reduction of the recording density. The recording 
frequency is f1[s_1] before the accident point in time t1, 
before that, up to time t2 it is f2, and subsequently, up to time 
t3 it is doWn to f3. The constants f1, f2, f3, t1 and t3 each have 
to be established parameter-speci?cally or arbitrarily pre 
de?ned. 

The savings E for the RAM and nonvolatile memory 
required for recording the parameters, as compared to the 
case of a non-changeable recording density, can be calcu 
lated as folloWs: 

E=l 
flUs-M) 

This formula (I) can be broadened to cover any arbitary 
number of steps. 

In one particular kind of implementation, for time space 
t3 to t2, values of a parameter calculated from several 
intermediate values are recorded for each recording time, but 
this involves in total feWer values than With the use of a 
recording frequency of f2. For example, the minimum value, 
the maximum value and the average value of the parameter 
can be stored betWeen tWo recording points in time. Thereby 
the information lost because of the loW recording frequency 
can be compensated for, at least in part. This makes par 
ticular sense When f1 is very small, such as When f1 is about 
1 HZ. If b calculated values of a parameter are recorded for 
each recording point in time (in the above example, b=3) in 
the time period t2 to t3, the memory savings Eb are 
additionally, according to the folloWing formula (II): 

Eb=1 
flUs-h) 

For typical practical applications, memory savings of 
80—90% can be achieved. 

FIG. 3 schematically represents the construction of an 
ASIC 8 for the implementation of the accident storage 
functionality in a motor vehicle control unit. Sensors, not 
illustrated, pass on their signals via motor vehicle bus 3 (eg 
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CAN) to corresponding receiving devices, such as the con 
trol unit. For this purpose, microprocessor 5 of the ASIC, 
Which communicates With motor vehicle bus 3 via bus 
controller 4, is connected to microprocessor 6 of the control 
unit. It should be noted here that the ASIC does not have to 
be provided With its oWn bus controller. But the use of its 
oWn bus controller is advantageous When the signals needed 
by the bus are different from the signals needed by the 
control unit into Which the ASIC is integrated. According to 
the present invention, an nvSRAM 7 is provided, Which 
records the parameter values relevant to accident 
reconstruction, particularly using the recording method 
according to the present invention, and saves them Within a 
feW ms during an accident. For this purpose, it is not 
necessary to fall back on discrete energy storage 
mechanisms, such as capacitors. 

In a combination of the ASIC 8 represented in FIG. 3 With 
the use of the nvSRAM 7 and a recording density function 
according to the present invention, plenty of advantages can 
be achieved, compared to knoWn accident data printers. 

The requirement for RAM and nonvolatile memory (e.g. 
?ash EEPROM) is signi?cantly reduced as compared to the 
knoWn ring storage principle having ?xed recording fre 
quency. This loWers the cost of the hardWare. The described 
method permits acquiring a long history before the accident 
With increasing accuracy. 

The problem of transmitting the entire RAM contents to 
the nonvolatile memory after omission of the supply voltage 
is solved by the present invention. In contrast to What is 
knoWn, the entire data set is Written in only a feW ms in 
parallel (eg in an EEPROM) and it is no longer necessary 
to use discrete capacitors as energy storage mechanisms in 
the control unit. 

Furthermore, through the use of an ASIC, it is of advan 
tage that no changes are required in the hardWare needed for 
the ful?llment of the control unit function. The softWare 
changes are minimiZed. The ASIC permits a selective imple 
mentation of the accident memory functionality due to the 
control unit’s being out?tted With the ASIC. 

The subject matter of the present invention is not, 
hoWever, limited to the examples mentioned. Comparable 
solutions are likeWise subsumed into the basic principle of 
the present invention of data recording using changeable 
density, measured at a time interval to the accident’s point 
in time. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for recording data from parameter values 

determined in a vehicle, comprising: 
recording, With decreasing density, at least one of (a) the 

parameter values and (b) data determined from the 
parameter values, With an increasing time interval from 
an instantaneous point in time at Which the parameter 
values are determined; and 

transmitting the recorded data in parallel to a nonvolatile 
memory after a vehicle accident. 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
recording the parameter values With a discreetly decreasing 
recording frequency. 

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
calculating and recording representative data from the 

6 
parameter values, the representative data including at least 
one of extreme values and mean values, for recording 
intervals at a loW recording frequency. 

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
5 using the recorded data for reconstructing a vehicle accident. 

5. A storage device for recording data from parameter 
values determined in a vehicle, comprising: 

a ?rst storage medium for recording data in each case over 
a predetermined time period; and 

a second nonvolatile storage medium to Which the 
recorded data from the ?rst storage medium is trans 
mitted in parrallel after a vehicle accident, 

Wherein a recording density is variable, dependent upon a 
point in time at Which the parameter values are deter 
mined. 

6. The storage device according to claim 5, Wherein the 
parameter values are determined for a reconstruction of a 
vehicle accident. 

7. The storage device according to claim 5, Wherein the 
?rst storage medium is a RAM. 

8. The storage device according to claim 5, Wherein the 
second storage medium is adapted to store at least a kilobyte 
of data in less than 10 milliseconds. 

9. A vehicle control unit for recording data from param 
eter values determined by at least one sensor in a vehicle for 
reconstructing an accident, comprising: 

25 

an ASIC including an integrated storage device, the 
storage device including: 
a ?rst storage medium for recording data in each case 

over a predetermined time period; and 
a second nonvolatile storage medium to Which the 

recorded data from the ?rst storage medium is trans 
mitted in parallel after a vehicle accident, 
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Wherein a recording density is variable, dependent upon a 
point in time at Which the parameter values are deter 
mined. 

10. A device for recording data from parameter values 
40 determined in a vehicle, comprising: 

at least one storage medium for recording, With decreas 
ing density, at least one of (a) the parameter values and 
(b) data determined from the parameter values, With an 
increasing time interval from an instantaneous point in 
time at Which the parameter values are determined, 
Wherein the recorded data is transferred in parallel to a 
non-volatile memory after a vehicle accident. 

11. The device according to claim 10, Wherein the 
recorded data is used for reconstructing a vehicle accident. 

12. A storage medium storing a computer program Which 
When executed by a processor performs the folloWing: 

45 

recording, With decreasing density, at least one of (a) 
parameter values determined in a vehicle and (b) data 
determined from the parameter values, With an increas 
ing time interval from an instantaneous point in time at 
Which the parameter values are determined, Wherein 
the recorded data is transferred in parallel to a non 
volatile memory after a vehicle accident. 
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