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CLEANER STRIP FOR ROLLERS OF 
CARTRIDGE LOADER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates generally to robotic systems for 

handling magnetic cartridges and other data-storage devices. 
In particular, the invention relates to an adhesive strip for 
cleaning the rollers of cartridge loaders and similar handling 
apparatus. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Electronic data-storage equipment often involves remov 

able media that may take the form of a magnetic tape 
cartridge, an optical disk cartridge, a ?oppy disk, an optical 
cartridge, a magneto-optical disk cartridge, or other type of 
storage unit. The portability of these removable-media units 
makes it possible to store large amounts of data in many 
storage units Which can then be stored in readily accessible 
libraries or archived for future use. When a particular 
removable-media unit is needed for use in a computer, for 
example, the unit is retrieved and loaded for processing, 
either manually or automatically. 

Automatic retrieval is done either in libraries or automatic 
cartridge loaders (ACLs). Libraries use one or more mov 
able robotic pickers to retrieve cartridges from storage cells 
and load them into one or more 1/0 drives or devices. ACLs 
use a movable magaZine of cartridges and stationary robot 
ics to move cartridges to one drive. The cartridges are of tWo 
types, data and cleaner, and have the same general geometry, 
so that the robotic picker and the ACL need not be designed 
to handle tWo distinct cartridge designs. Conventional 
cleaner cartridges have internal mechanisms for cleaning the 
read/Write head of the device performing I/O. For example, 
tape cleaner cartridges may have a Woven fabric that runs 
over the magnetic head to clean it. Similarly, optical cleaner 
cartridges may have a brush Which is stroked over the focus 
lens of the device to clean it. 

The mechanism through Which a removable-media unit is 
transferred and/or loaded into a computer peripheral or 
device includes rollers and belts that guide and drive the unit 
in and out of the machine. An example of a mechanism the 
includes such loader rollers and belts is the pass-through 
picker assembly for magnetic tape cartridges used in the 
IBM® 3575 Magstar® MP tape library described in US. 
Pat. No. 5,601,391 (GaZZa). As illustrated in FIG. 1, the 
picker assembly 10 is interposed betWeen a storage device 
12, such as a magnetic tape drive, and a plurality of storage 
cells 14 in a magaZine 16 containing data cartridges 18 
available for selection and loading into the device 12. Upon 
being positioned in line With a selected data cartridge, the 
picker assembly automatically retrieves it from the maga 
Zine and retains it While the assembly 10 is translated for 
alignment With the storage device 12. The cartridge is then 
passed through the picker assembly 10 and loaded into the 
device 12. After processing, the data cartridge 18 is similarly 
removed from the storage device 10 and translated back in 
alignment With a preselected empty cell Where, folloWing a 
reverse pass-through operation, it is again stored in the 
magaZine 16. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, the picker assembly 10 incorporates 

independently operating, hinged, front and rear gripper arms 
20,22 and 24,26 aligned With the magaZine 16 and the 
storage device 12, respectively. Each set of gripper arms is 
operable betWeen an open position, such as necessary to 
receive a data cartridge, and a closed position, Wherein the 
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2 
arms grip the cartridge and automatically pass it through the 
picker assembly. FIG. 3 illustrates the front gripper arms 
20,22 in closed position over a data cartridge 18, shoWing 
the top and bottom sides of the cartridge in contact With a 
drive belt 28 and a pinch or feed roller 30 that cooperate to 
grab and move the cartridge through the gripper assembly. 
The rear gripper arms 24,26 are shoWn idle, in an open 
position, With a corresponding driver belt 32 and a feed 
roller 34 adapted to receive the cartridge and complete the 
pass-through operation. 
As apparent from the draWings, the belts 28,32 and rollers 

30,34 are necessarily exposed to the environmental condi 
tions of the automated storage system. Therefore, With use 
these belts and rollers accumulate dust and other debris that 
effect their performance and require periodic cleaning. 
Typically, this kind of maintenance may be neglected or 
performed manually by a service person, Which is expensive 
and time consuming. Accordingly, it Would be very desirable 
to be able to clean loader rollers and belts automatically. 
This invention provides a simple solution toWard that end. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The primary objective of this invention is a device for 
automatically cleaning loader rollers and belts in removable 
storage-media equipment. 

Another objective of the invention is a method and 
apparatus that can be used in equivalent fashion With all 
types of data-storage devices and loading mechanisms. 

Another goal is an invention that is suitable for relatively 
simple incorporation Within existing robotic equipment. 

Still another goal is a method and apparatus that can be 
carried out advantageously Without modi?cation to existing 
loading equipment. 
A ?nal objective is an approach that can be implemented 

easily and economically according to the above stated 
criteria. 

Therefore, according to these and other objectives, the 
invention consists of a strip With an exterior sticky surface 
judiciously selected for its ability to entrap dust and other 
loose debris Without interfering With the operation of mov 
ing parts contacted thereby. The strip is attached to the sides 
of a magnetic tape cartridge, With the sticky surface facing 
outWard, in places contacted by rollers and/or belts during 
the process of handling the cartridge in an automated 
system. Thus, any loose debris in the rollers or belts is 
retained by the tacky surface of the strip as the cartridge 
passes through the rollers and belts of the robotic system. 
The strips of the invention may be removably adhered to the 
data cartridge, or may be permanently attached. In a par 
ticular embodiment of the invention, the strips may be 
incorporated into a cleaner cartridge for the periodic main 
tenance of loading equipment. 

Various other purposes and advantages of the invention 
Will become clear from its description in the speci?cation 
that folloWs and from the novel features particularly pointed 
out in the appended claims. Therefore, to the accomplish 
ment of the objectives described above, this invention con 
sists of the features hereinafter illustrated in the draWings, 
fully described in the detailed description of the preferred 
embodiment and particularly pointed out in the claims. 
HoWever, such draWings and description disclose only some 
of the various Ways in Which the invention may be practiced. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a conventional dual 
gripper picker assembly in an automated storage system for 
data cartridges. 
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FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the picker assembly of 
FIG. 1 seen from the right side in that ?gure. 

FIG. 3 is an elevational vieW of the picker of FIG. 2 
showing a data cartridge held betWeen the roller and belt in 
the front gripper arms of the unit. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of a tape cartridge With a 
cleaner strip attached to its sides according to one embodi 
ment of the invention. 

FIG. 5 is a side vieW of a segment of sticky strip shoWing 
its various layers according to another embodiment of the 
invention. 

FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of a tape cartridge With a 
cleaner strip attached to a recessed channel on the side 
thereof according to another embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 7 is a partial cross-sectional vieW of the tape 
cartridge With a cleaner strip of FIG. 6 as seen from line 
7—7 in that ?gure. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

This invention lies in the idea of providing a sticky 
surface on a data cartridge for retaining dust and other loose 
debris contacted by the cartridge While it is being handled by 
a robotic system, thereby advantageously removing the dust 
from the system. In particular, the invention is directed at 
removing particles residing on loader rollers and belts. 
Therefore, such sticky surface is provided in the form of a 
strip placed along those portions of the cartridge contacted 
by rollers and belts With the tacky side of the strip facing 
outWardly. 

For purposes of illustration, the invention is described 
With reference to an automated magnetic tape storage system 
for use in a data processing environment, as described 
above. As one skilled in the art Would readily recogniZe, 
though, the invention is not intended to be limited to 
magnetic tape cartridges or to data storage systems, but it 
could apply in equivalent fashion to any data storage unit 
contacted by rollers and/or belts in a robotic handling 
system. Moreover, the invention is described in terms of 
feed rollers and drive belts, but it is understood that the 
inventive concept applies in equivalent fashion to either, 
hereinafter referred to as feeders. Therefore, any reference to 
feeders in the description and claims is intended to apply to 
rollers, belts and other contact driving means. 

Referring to the draWings, Wherein like parts are desig 
nated throughout With like numerals and symbols, FIG. 4 
illustrates a strip 40 attached to a conventional cartridge 18 
according to the invention. The cartridge 18 could be a 
magnetic-tape or a cleaner cartridge, both being equivalently 
suitable to practice the invention. The strip 40 is ?rmly 
adhered to the top and bottom sides 42,44 of the cartridge 
case, Where the belt 28 and roller 30 contact the cartridge in 
the process of loading it in and unloading it from a storage 
device. The interior side of the strip 40 may be permanently 
attached to the cartridge 18, or it may be removably adhered 
using conventional contact adhesives such as used in 
stamps, product labels and price stickers. The exterior side 
of the strip 40 includes a dry ?lm 46 of sticky material 
adapted to trap loose particles that contact the strip, so that 
they are removed from the surrounding environment. It is 
clear that the adhesive properties of the ?lm 46 need to be 
sufficiently strong to retain debris particles but not so strong 
as to bind the rollers and belts that come into contact With 
the strip of the invention. The idea is for the strip 40 to 
remove from the rollers and belts particles that tend to 
decrease friction With the cartridge and reduce the ef?ciency 
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4 
of their operation. Thus, the cleaner strip of the invention is 
intended to function in a manner similar to ?y paper for 
debris already present on the rollers and belts. In order to 
improve the adhesion of the strip 40 to the tape cartridge 18 
and ensure that it is not stripped by loader rollers and belts 
during use, the cleaner strip may also be Wrapped around the 
corners of the tape cartridge, as illustrated by the additional 
strip segment 48 in FIG. 4. 

Thus, as illustrated schematically in the side elevational 
vieW of FIG. 5, one embodiment of the cleaner strip 40 may 
comprise an exterior ?lm 46 of a ?rst, moderately adhesive 
substance deposited over a substrate layer 50. A removable 
top cover 52 is preferably provided to protect the adhesive 
layer 46 prior to use. A stronger or equally strong adhesive 
layer 54, Which may or may not be intended to alloW 
removal of the strip 40 after installation on a cartridge, is 
deposited on the opposite side of the substrate 50 for ?rmly 
attaching the cleaner strip to the surface of a data cartridge. 
Finally, a removable bottom cover 56 is also preferably 
provided to protect the adhesive layer 54 prior to use. 

For best performance, the outer layer 46 should have an 
adhesive strength in the 3.5—7.0 lbf/inch (60—120 NeWtons/ 
100 mm) according to ASTM D3330. The inner layer 54 
should have an adhesive strength in the 7.0—15.0 lbf/inch 
(120—260 NeWtons/100 mm) range according to ASTM 
D3330. Double-sided adhesive tapes sold by the 3M Com 
pany of St. Paul, Minn., as VHB Series 9460, 9469, and 
9473 are suitable to practice the invention. Outer layers 52 
and 56 may consist of any backing paper currently available 
for similar applications. 

In another, preferred, embodiment of the invention illus 
trated in FIGS. 6 and 7, a recessed channel 60 is provided on 
the side of the cartridge 18 for receiving and housing the 
sticky strip 40 of the invention in a slightly inset position. 
The depth of the channel is preferably only slightly greater 
than the thickness of the strip as applied to the cartridge. 
This is done to avoid contact betWeen the strip and any rigid 
structure that the sides 42,44 of the cartridge may butt 
against during normal use, thereby preventing binding of the 
cartridge Within the robotic system. A recess depth of 1.5 to 
3 times the thickness of the sticky strip 40 has been found 
to be suitable for the invention. At the same time, the 
recessed channel 60 and the sticky strip 40 are preferably 
Wider than the feeder, so that rollers and belts can contact the 
strip and perform their normal driving function Without 
interference With mechanical parts even With normal 
manufacturing, assembly, and interchange tolerances. 
As mentioned, it is apparent that the idea of the invention 

is applicable to any removable data storage unit having a 
surface contacted by a pinch roller or drive belt in a robotic 
handling mechanism. Thus, the cleaner strip of the invention 
could be advantageously applied to IBM® 3480, 3490, 
3590, 3570, and LTO (linear tape open) tape cartridges, as 
Well as to high-density ?oppy disk cartridges, hard-disk 
drive cartridges, optical cartridges such as DVD, and 
magneto-optical disk cartridges. 

Inasmuch as the cleaner strips of the invention necessarily 
Will tend to become saturated With debris, their effectiveness 
has a ?nite life. Accordingly, they may be used in conjunc 
tion With a conventional, disposable cleaner cartridge, to be 
recycled or throWn aWay When the cartridge is no longer 
usable. Such a cleaner cartridge could be used at predeter 
mined times for scheduled maintenance; or, automatically, 
Whenever a load failure is detected by the robotic system. 
Alternatively, the cleaner strips may be provided in remov 
able form for data as Well as cleaner cartridges, so that fresh 
strips may be applied to the cartridges periodically as old 
ones Wear out. 
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Thus, a method and a device are provided for cleaning 
feed rollers and drive belts of tape-cartridge loaders. The 
invention may be implemented in the form of a cleaner strip 
adapted for attachment to a data-storage or a cleaner 
cartridge, a data-storage unit or a cleaner unit incorporating 
the cleaner strip, or a robotic handling system incorporating 
the cleaner strip in its data-storage units or in a cleaner unit. 

Various changes in the details, steps and components that 
have been described may be made by those skilled in the art 
Within the principles and scope of the invention herein 
illustrated and de?ned in the appended claims. For eXample, 
the substrate layer 50 may be eliminated from the strip 40 if 
one of the adhesive layers is sufficiently strong to provide 
structural support for the strip. Therefore, While the inven 
tion has been shoWn and described in What is believed to be 
the most practical and preferred embodiments, it is recog 
niZed that departures can be made therefrom Within the 
scope of the invention, Which is not to be limited to the 
details disclosed herein but is to be accorded the full scope 
of the claims so as to embrace any and all equivalent 
processes and products. 

I claim: 
1. Acleaning device for use in a cartridge handling system 

that includes a feeder Which engages opposed side edges of 
a cartridge, comprising: 

a cartridge; and 

a cleaner strip attached to a surface of at least one side 
edge of the cartridge to be contacted by said feeder; 

Wherein the strip includes an outer adhesive layer adapted 
for trapping debris contacted thereby. 
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2. The device of claim 1 further comprising a protective 

layer removably attached to said adhesive layer. 
3. The device of claim 1, Wherein the strip further includes 

an intermediate substrate layer adhered to said surface of the 
cartridge to be contacted by said feeder. 

4. The device of claim 3, further comprising a protective 
layer removably attached to said adhesive layer. 

5. The device of claim 3, Wherein the strip further includes 
an inner adhesive layer betWeen the intermediate substrate 
layer and the surface of the cartridge to be contacted by said 
feeder. 

6. The device of claim 5, further comprising a protective 
layer removably attached to said outer adhesive layer. 

7. The device of claim 5, Wherein said inner adhesive 
layer has an adhesive strength in the 120—260 NeWtons/100 
mm range according to ASTM D3330. 

8. The device of claim 1, Wherein said outer adhesive 
layer has an adhesive strength in the 60—120 NeWtons/100 
mm range according to ASTM D3330. 

9. The device of claim 1, Wherein said cartridge is a 
magnetic-disk cartridge. 

10. The device of claim 9, Wherein said cleaner strip is 
Wrapped around a corner of said magnetic-disk cartridge. 

11. The device of claim 9, Wherein said magnetic-disk 
cartridge includes a recessed channel and the cleaner strip is 
housed in said channel. 

12. The device of claim 1, Wherein said cartridge is a 
cleaner cartridge. 
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