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REAL TIME BOXING SPORTS METER AND 
ASSOCIATED METHODS 

Related Applications 

This application claims priority to provisional application 
No. 60/161,846 ?led Oct. 27, 1999, and is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field of The Invention 

The invention relates to (a) a “poWer sensor” for boxing 
and to (b) an airtime and drop distance system for event 
locations. 

2. Description of The Related Art 
Useful background to the invention may be found in US. 

Pat. Nos. 5,960,380, 5,636,146 and 5,567,420, each of 
Which is incorporated by reference to the same extent as 
though fully disclosed herein. These patents disclose various 
poWer sensors that can be used to measure force, either 
directly or indirectly, such as: an accelerometer that 
senses a vibrational spectrum; a microphone assembly that 
senses a noise spectrum’; (iii) a sWitch that is responsive to 
a Weight; (iv) a voltage-resistance sensor that generates a 
voltage indicative of speed; and (v) a plurality of acceler 
ometers connected for evaluating speed. Other useful back 
ground can be found in PCT publication WO 98/54581, 
Which is attached hereto as an appendix. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention of one aspect provides a quantitative box 
ing poWer meter to actively gauge the impact of bloWs on 
another boxer in real time. In. accord With the invention, a 
poWer sensing unit is incorporated into both boxing gloves 
of each boxer; and impact forces are Wirelessly communi 
cated to a judging station at the rink. The poWer sensing unit 
preferably includes at least one translational accelerometer 
arranged to detect force along the strike axis of the boxer. 
The acceleration data is monitored during the strike in the 
poWer sensing unit. In one aspect, the poWer or impact 
“force” is determined Within the sensing unit and Wirelessly 
communicated to the judging station. In another aspect, 
acceleration data is Wirelessly communicated to the judging 
station; and softWare and a processor process the data to 
determine poWer or the impact force. 

In another aspect, a method is provided for statistically 
monitoring boxer performance during each round and during 
cumulative rounds. Impact force measurements through the 
poWer sensing unit provide near real time information; and 
this data is processed in a remote computer to statistically 
quantify the boxing match. 

In still another aspect, the poWer sensing unit has at least 
an additional translational accelerometer to detect forces 
transverse to the strike axis. Accelerations along this trans 
verse axis provide additional information, according to the 
invention, including “mis strike” information (i.e., informa 
tion that determines that the boxer’s bloW had signi?cant 
sideWays movement and this is detected) and imprecise hit 
information (i.e., information that the boxer’s bloW did not 
hit the ideal location of the opposing boxer). 

In yet another aspect, the invention tracks bloWs struck 
per boxer during a round and/or cumulatively through all 
rounds. The invention further determines an average strike 
force per boxer for each round and/or through all rounds. 
The average strike force is determined in one aspect by 
dividing each strike by the forWard peak acceleration (or 
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2 
deceleration) and by summing all such information during a 
round or cumulatively during the entire ?ght. This informa 
tion can then be used in comparison betWeen boxers to 
augment ?ght statistics. 

In still another aspect, strike speed is determined, prefer 
ably at the time of impact on the opposing boxer. Peak speed 
may alternatively be determined. In one aspect, acceleration 
is integrated to determine the speed for a particular time 
interval. Since a boxer’s arm moves sinusoidally, the inven 
tion of another aspect calibrates speed to the sinusoidal 
movement. For example, betWeen each strike, there is a 
position that is approximately Zero speed or Where speed (or 
acceleration) direction changes. It is at this point that a 
calibration can be obtained to re-set the accelerometer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram depicting a system for use 
in quantifying strike characteristics and statistics during a 
boxing match; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram depicting a poWer sensing 
unit for use in the system of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 provides additional detail With respect to the poWer 
sensing unit shoWn in FIG. 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 shoWs a system 10 constructed according to the 
invention for quantifying strike characteristics and statistics 
during a boxing match. Each boxing glove 12 (illustratively 
shoWn Without a boxer Within boxing rink 13) has a poWer 
sensing unit 14 disposed Within the glove 12. PoWer sensing 
meter 14 Wirelessly sends data 16 to judging station 18. Data 
16 can be in the form of processed “impact force” data or 
substantially unprocessed acceleration data that is processed 
at the judging station 18 by processor 20 (e.g., a computer). 
Those skilled in the art should appreciate that data 16 can 
alternatively be transmitted to a base station for doWnload 
ing on the Internet. 

Each boxer thus has preferably has tWo units 14, the ?rst 
boxer With units 14a Which transmit data 16a; and the 
second boxer 14b transmitting data 16b. Data 16 is encoded 
to tell Which boxer made the strike Without confusion 
betWeen the multiple data 16. A single sensor 14 might be 
used in one glove 12 in the alternative; hoWever this is 
deemed not as exciting as informing the judge (and hence 
the audience) of all strikes by a boxer. 
PoWer sensing unit 14 has at least one sensor 13 (FIG. 2) 

disposed Within unit 14 used to gauge impact force corre 
lated to the force by Which a boxer hits an opposing boxer. 
Preferably, the sensor is an accelerometer or a plurality of 
accelerometers. One accelerometer is preferably a transla 
tional accelerometer arranged With a sensitive axis 21 along 
the strike axis 22. FIG. 2 illustrates the strike axis 22 and 
mis-hit axes 25 in more detail. Speci?cally, a good strike 
along strike axis 22 onto opponent’s face 24 indicates a high 
direct impact force; While a poor strike along axis 22 Which 
produces a large force along axis 25 in addition, indicating 
that a substantial amount of poWer Went into the mis-hit 
direction. 

Data 16 is correlated and processed at processor 20 for 
display on display 22. Those skilled in the art should 
appreciate that processed data (e. g., hoW many hits and With 
What force did the ?rst boxer do against the second) can also 
be provided to a judge or other users in other formats, e.g., 
on an LED, by print-out summary at the end of the match; 
or some other mechanism. 
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Processor 20 preferably stores processed data to deter 
mine statistics, e.g., hoW many strikes by boxer 1 as com 
pared to boXer 2, the average strike poWer per boXer (per 
round or per match), and other useful metrics. In this 
embodiment, data 16 is time stamped and evaluated over 
time to make a statistical determination of each boXer’s 
performance. 

FIG. 3 shoWs one poWer sensing unit 30 constructed 
according to the invention. Preferably, unit 30 is small to ?t 
easily Within the glove 12 and Without obtrusion to the 
Wearer. One acceptable siZe is, for eXample, 1/2“ by 1“ by 2 
mm With a total Weight of less than one ounce. Unit 30 has 
a round, highly dense battery 32 to poWer unit 30. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for quantifying impact forces in a boXing 

match in real time, comprising the steps of transmitting 
impact force data from each glove Within the boXing match 
to a remote receiver, collating the force data to assess strike 
force generated by each boXer, and assessing statistics of the 
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strike force data for each boXer, during a round or cumula 
tively during a match, to compare one boXer to another. 

2. A method of claim 1, further comprising attaching or 
installing a poWer sensing unit With each glove. 

3. A method of claim 1, Wherein the step of transmitting 
comprises transmitting the data Wirelessly to the remote 
receiver at a judging station. 

4. A method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
acquiring acceleration data along a hit aXis of each glove, 
and Wherein the step of transmitting impact force data 
comprises transmitting the acceleration data to the remote 
receiver. 

5. A method of claim 1, further comprising acquiring 
rotational acceleration data indicative of mis-hit informa 
tion. 

6. A method of claim 1, further comprising acquiring a 
translational acceleration transverse to the hit aXis to process 
and quantify mis-hit information. 

* * * * * 


