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(57) ABSTRACT 

An in?atable container comprises a support Wall de?ning a 
storage cavity. The support Wall includes a ?exible material 
forming at least one air chamber that When full of air or other 
gas forms a structure for holding ice and other material 
received Within the storage cavity of the support Wall. A 
drainage compartment communicates With a generally loWer 
portion of and is disposed external to the storage cavity 
de?ned by the support Wall for draWing melted ice aWay 
from the storage cavity and into the drainage compartment. 

15 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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INFLATABLE CONTAINER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to an in?atable device, 
and more particularly to an in?atable container or cooler for 
holding ice and products such as beverages to be cooled 
therefrom, the container including a peripheral component 
for draWing aWay and capturing melted Water so as to 
prevent Water from remaining Within the container enclo 
sure. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In?atable or foam-?lled devices for advertising products 
are becoming increasingly popular in stores and in maga 
Zines for advertising products. These devices are typically 
enlarged representations of the products Which they are 
advertising With respect to shape or logo printed or other 
Wise af?xed to the advertising device. It has been discovered 
that an enlarged in?atable advertising device can also serve 
as a storage container for products to be sold. For example, 
these containers can hold beverages in a bed of ice so that 
the beverages are ready to drink When removed from the 
container and thereafter purchased. A draWback With such 
containers is that the melted ice Within the containers can 
pose a haZard should the container leak or otherWise be 
damaged. This problem is especially acute in states Where 
laWs prevent Water from accumulating in such containers. 

In vieW of the foregoing, it is a general object of the 
present invention to provide an in?atable container that 
avoids the above-described draWbacks of prior in?atable 
containers. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect of the present invention, an in?atable 
container comprises a support Wall de?ning a storage cavity. 
The support Wall includes a ?exible material forming at least 
one air chamber that When full of air or other gas forms a 
structure for holding ice and other material received Within 
the storage cavity of the support Wall. Provision is made for 
draining melted ice from the storage cavity. Preferably, a 
drainage compartment communicates With a generally loWer 
portion of and is disposed external to the storage cavity 
de?ned by the support Wall for draWing melted ice aWay 
from the storage cavity and into the drainage compartment. 

In a second aspect of the present invention, an in?atable 
container comprises a base and at least one sideWall coupled 
at one end to the base to form a storage cavity. The sideWall 
includes a ?exible material forming at least one in?atable air 
chamber that When in?ated With air or other gas forms a 
support structure for holding ice and other material received 
Within the storage cavity. A drainage compartment commu 
nicates With a generally loWer portion of and is disposed 
external to the storage cavity de?ned by the base and the 
sideWall for draWing melted ice aWay from the storage 
cavity and into the drainage compartment. 

In a third aspect of the present invention, an in?atable 
container comprises a base including a ?exible material 
forming at least one air chamber including a valve that When 
open permits air or other gas to pass therethrough for 
in?ating or collapsing the base, and that When closed permits 
the base to be maintained in an in?ated state. At least one 
sideWall is coupled at one end to the base such that the base 
and the sideWall form a storage cavity. The sideWall includes 
a ?exible material forming at least one air chamber includ 
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2 
ing a valve that When open permits air or other gas to pass 
therethrough for in?ating or collapsing the sideWall, and that 
When closed permits the sideWall to be maintained in an 
in?ated state. The base and the sideWall When in?ated form 
a support structure for holding ice and other material 
received Within the storage cavity. A bladder is generally 
disposed external to the storage cavity de?ned by the base 
and the sideWall, and communicates via a conduit With a 
generally loWer portion of the storage cavity for draWing 
melted ice aWay from the storage cavity and into the bladder. 
An advantage of the present invention is that the in?atable 

container prevents melted ice from accumulating Within its 
interior cavity and thereby posing the threat of leaking Water. 

These and other advantages of the present invention Will 
become more apparent in the light of the folloWing detailed 
description and accompanying ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a container in an in?ated 
state in accordance With the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the container of FIG. 1 in 
a collapsed state. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the cover of the container 
in a collapsed state. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

With reference to FIGS. 1—3, an in?atable container 
embodying the present invention is generally designated by 
the reference number 10. The container 10 comprises a 
support Wall 12 de?ning a storage cavity 14 for holding, for 
example as shoWn in FIG. 1, ice 16 and other products 18 for 
display, such as cans or bottles of soda, as Well as other 
products Which preferably should be cooled for consumption 
or other purposes. The support Wall 12 preferably includes 
a generally circular base 20 and a generally cylindrical 
sideWall 22. HoWever, it should be understood that the 
support Wall 12 may include one or more components and 
have other shapes Without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. For example, the support Wall 12 may be 
a single piece in the form of a concave boWl, or may 
comprise several components or pieces such as a base and 
four sideWalls to form a square or rectangular container. The 
support Wall 12 includes a ?exible material, such as but not 
limited to plastic or rubber, so as to be in?atable for use and 
collapsible for storage as Will be more fully explained. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, the base 20 includes an air 

chamber 24 including a valve 26a that When open permits air 
or other gas to pass therethrough into or out of the air 
chamber 24 for respectively in?ating or collapsing the base, 
and that When closed permits the base to be maintained in an 
in?ated state. Similarly, the sideWall 22 includes an air 
chamber 28 including a valve 26b for the passage of air or 
other gas therethrough into or out of the air chamber 28 to 
respectively in?ate (see FIG. 1) or collapse (see FIG. 2) the 
sideWall. The air chamber 24 associated With the base 20, 
and the air chamber 28 associated With the sideWall 22 are 
preferably separate and independent of one another for ease 
of fabrication and to permit one of the air chambers to 
remain in?ated should the other air chamber leak or other 
Wise be damaged. Although the base 20 is shoWn and 
described as being in?atable, it should be understood that the 
base may be substantially rigid Without departing from the 
scope of the present invention. 
With reference to FIG. 1, the in?atable container 10 

further comprises means for draining Water from the storage 
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cavity 14, such as, for example, a drainage compartment 30. 
The drainage compartment 30 may be in the form of a 
bladder fabricated from a ?exible material such as plastic, 
for draWing aWay from the storage cavity 14 and into the 
drainage compartment melted ice accumulating therein as 
Will be more fully explained. It should be understood that the 
drainage compartment 30 may have other forms Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. For 
example, the drainage compartment 30 may be a generally 
rigid and Watertight enclosure. 

The drainage compartment 30 ?uidly communicates With 
a generally loWer portion 31 of the storage cavity 14 via, for 
example, a conduit 32 having a ?rst end 34 coupled to the 
drainage compartment 30 and a second end 36 coupled to an 
opening 38 de?ned in the loWer portion 31 of the storage 
cavity 14. Preferably, the conduit 32 is fabricated from a 
?exible material such as, but not limited to, plastic or rubber 
for adjustable placement of the drainage compartment 30 
relative to the storage cavity 14. A valve 40 is preferably 
interposed betWeen the ?rst end 34 and the second end 36 of 
the conduit 32 for regulating the ?oW of ?uid from the 
storage cavity 14 to the drainage compartment 30. Further, 
the drainage compartment 30 preferably includes a valve 
26c that When open provides for emptying ?uid from the 
drainage compartment. 

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, the container 10 may 
include a cover 42 for enclosing the storage cavity 14 
de?ned by the base 20 and the sideWall 22. Preferably, the 
cover 42 includes a ?exible material, such as but not limited 
to plastic or rubber, forming an air chamber 44 including a 
valve 26d that When open permits air or other gas to pass 
therethrough into or out of the air chamber 44 to respectively 
in?ate the cover for use (see FIG. 1) or collapse the cover for 
storage (see FIG. 3), and that When closed permits the cover 
to be maintained in an in?ated state. Although the cover 42 
is shoWn and described as being in?atable, it should be 
understood that the cover may be substantially rigid Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. 

In operation, the container 10 including the support Wall 
12 and the cover 42 can each When in a collapsed state be 
folded into a desired form such as, for example, be folded 
one or more times upon itself so as to be in compact form 

for storage or transport. As shoWn in FIG. 2, for example, a 
top end of the sideWall 22 can be collapsed in the direction 
of the arroWs A toWard the base 20 by squeeZing or other 
Wise forcing air out of the air chambers 28 and 24 When the 
respective valves 26a and 26b associated With the air 
chambers for the sideWall and the base are open. As shoWn 
in FIG. 3, the cover 42 can be folded into a compact form, 
such as into quarters, by squeeZing or otherWise forcing air 
out of the air chamber 44 When the valve 26d associated With 
the cover is open. 

The container 10 may thereafter be transformed into 
usable form by pumping or otherWise forcing air into the air 
chambers 24, 28 and 44 of the base 20, the sideWall 22 and 
the cover 42, respectively. The valves 26a, 26b and 26d 
respectively associated With the base 20, the sideWall 22 and 
the cover 42 are then closed to maintain the base, the 
sideWall and the cover in an in?ated state. 

Once the container 10 is in an in?ated or usable form, the 
storage cavity 14 may be ?lled With material. For example, 
the storage cavity 14 may be ?lled With ice 16 and beverages 
18 to be kept cool for purchase and subsequent consumption. 
As the ice 16 melts Within the storage cavity 14, melted ice 
or Water 46 sinks to the loWer portion 31 of the storage 
cavity 14 Where it is draWn by Water pressure through the 
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4 
conduit 32 aWay from the storage cavity 14 and into the 
drainage compartment 30. The drainage compartment 30 
may be located at a suitable place such as over a permanent 
drain Where collected Water may be evacuated. 

Although the invention has been shoWn and described in 
preferred embodiments, it should be understood that numer 
ous modi?cations can be made Without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the present invention. For example, the 
base 20, the sideWall 22 and the cover 42 may each include 
several air chambers to further protect the container 10 from 
losing its shape should one of the air chambers leak or 
otherWise be damaged. Accordingly, the present invention 
has been shoWn and described by Way of illustration rather 
than limitation. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An in?atable container comprising: 
a support Wall de?ning a storage cavity and including a 

?exible material forming at least one air chamber that 
When full of air or other gas forms a structure for 
holding ice and other material received Within the 
storage cavity of the support Wall; 

a drainage compartment including a bladder for commu 
nicating With a generally loWer portion of and disposed 
external to the storage cavity de?ned by the support 
Wall for draWing melted ice aWay from the storage 
cavity and into the drainage compartment; 

a conduit having a ?rst end communicating With a gen 
erally loWer part of the storage cavity of the support 
Wall, and a second end communicating With the drain 
age compartment; and 

a valve interposed betWeen the ?rst end and the second 
end of the conduit for regulating the ?oW of ?uid from 
the storage cavity of the support Wall to the drainage 
compartment. 

2. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein 
the at least one air chamber of the support Wall includes a 
valve that When open permits air or other gas to pass 
therethrough for in?ating or collapsing the support Wall, and 
that When closed permits the support Wall to be maintained 
in an in?ated state. 

3. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein 
the drainage compartment includes a valve for emptying 
?uid from the drainage compartment. 

4. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein 
the conduit is generally of a ?exible material. 

5. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein 
the support Wall includes a base and at least one sideWall 
coupled at one end to the base, the at least one sideWall 
including at least one air chamber. 

6. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 5, Wherein 
the at least one sideWall is generally cylindrical. 

7. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 5, Wherein 
the base includes at least one air chamber that is independent 
of the at least one air chamber associated With the at least 
one sideWall. 

8. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 1, further 
including a cover for enclosing the storage cavity de?ned by 
the support Wall. 

9. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 8, Wherein 
the cover includes a ?exible material forming at least one air 
chamber. 

10. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 9, Wherein 
the at least one air chamber of the cover includes a valve that 
When open permits air or other gas to pass therethrough for 
in?ating or collapsing the cover, and that When closed 
permits the cover to be maintained in an in?ated state. 
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11. An in?atable container comprising: 
a base and at least one sidewall coupled at one end to the 

base to form a storage cavity, the at least one sideWall 
including a ?exible material forming at least one in?at 
able air chamber that When in?ated With air or other gas 
forms a support structure for holding ice and other 
material received Within the storage cavity; 

a drainage compartment including a bladder for commu 
nicating With a generally loWer portion of and disposed 
external to the storage cavity de?ned by the base and 
the at least one sideWall for draWing melted ice aWay 
from the storage cavity and into the drainage compart 
ment; 

a conduit having a ?rst end communicating With a gen 
erally loWer part of the storage cavity, and a second end 
communicating With the drainage compartment; and 

a valve interposed betWeen the ?rst end and the second 
end of the conduit for regulating the ?oW of ?uid from 
the storage cavity of the support Wall to the drainage 
compartment. 

12. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 11, Wherein 
the base includes a ?exible material forming an in?atable air 
chamber. 

13. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 11, further 
including an in?atable cover for enclosing the storage cavity 
de?ned by the base and the at least one sideWall. 

14. An in?atable container comprising: 
a base including a ?exible material forming at least one air 

chamber, the air chamber including a valve that When 
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open permits air or other gas to pass therethrough for 
in?ating or collapsing the base, and that When closed 
permits the base to be maintained in an in?ated state; 

at least one sideWall coupled at one end to the base such 
that the base and the at least one sideWall form a storage 
cavity, the at least one sideWall including a ?exible 
material forming at least one air chamber including a 
valve that When open permits air or other gas to pass 
therethrough for in?ating or collapsing the at least one 
sideWall, and that When closed permits the at least one 
sideWall to be maintained in an in?ated state, the base 
and the at least one sideWall When in?ated forming a 
support structure for holding ice and other material 
received Within the storage cavity; 

a bladder generally disposed external to the storage cavity 
de?ned by the base and the at least one sideWall, and 
communicating via a conduit With a generally loWer 
portion of the storage cavity for draWing melted ice 
aWay from the storage cavity and into the bladder; and 

a valve interposed betWeen the ?rst end and the second 
end of the conduit for regulating the ?oW of ?uid from 
the storage cavity of the support Wall to the drainage 
compartment. 

15. An in?atable container as de?ned in claim 14, further 
including an in?atable cover for enclosing the storage cavity 
de?ned by the base and the at least one sideWall. 


