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(57) ABSTRACT 

A napkin dispenser for dispensing a stack of interfolded 
napkins includes an enclosure With a top, bottom, sidewalls, 
a back Wall and a dispensing Wall provided With a dispensing 
aperture spanning along its major axis at least the transverse 
dimension of an interfolded napkin to be dispensed there 
through as Well as a pressure carriage slidably mounted in 
the enclosure provided With biasing means. The enclosure 
and pressure carriage are con?gured to receive a stack of 
interfolded napkins betWeen the dispensing Wall and the 
pressure carriage, Whereas the dispensing means urge the 
carriage and thus the interfolded napkins toWards the dis 
pensing Wall. The improved dispensing aperture of the 
napkin dispenser de?nes a narroW elongated slit about its 
central portion and a pair of open areas about its terminal 
portions. In another aspect of the invention there is provided 
a napkin dispenser insert for providing the geometry of the 
dispensing aperture to a conventional napkin dispenser 
provided With an aperture of relatively uniform Width. 

24 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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NAPKIN DISPENSER FOR INTERFOLDED 
NAPKINS WITH BAFFLED DISPENSING 

APERTURE 

CLAIM OF PRIORITY 

This non-provisional patent application claims the bene?t 
of Provisional Application Serial No. 60/239,310, of the 
same title, Which Was ?led on Oct. 10, 2000. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates generally to napkin dispens 
ers and more particularly to a napkin dispenser With a 
modi?ed dispensing aperture to prevent the unWanted dis 
pensing of bunches of napkins. 

BACKGROUND 

Napkin dispensers are Well knoWn in the art. See for 
example US. Pat. No. 4,838,454 of SalZmann et al.; US. 
Pat. No. 4,311,252 of Hope, Jr. et al.; and US. Pat. No. 
4,065,028 of Merila. One problem and indeed one of the 
major disadvantages of napkin dispensers of the class gen 
erally utiliZed to dispense interfolded napkins is the ten 
dency for a user to grasp and remove an entire group of 
napkins, Wastefully discarding What is not used. This prob 
lem is sometimes believed to be aggravated by bunching at 
the dispensing aperture and various means have been 
attempted to reduce or eliminate the problem of Wastage of 
a plurality of napkins. 

There is disclosed for example, in US. Pat. No. 4,679,703 
to De Luca a device from preventing napkins from bunching 
at the dispensing opening in a napkin dispenser including a 
pair of pressure relief rods along the upper and loWer 
portions of the dispenser face plate. The purpose of the rods 
is to relieve pressure betWeen the face plate and the center 
portion of the napkin stack. Accordingly, the friction 
betWeen each napkin is substantially reduced, thereby per 
mitting individual napkins to be WithdraWn from the dis 
penser Without displacing napkins remaining in the stack. 

There is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,343,415 to Radek a 
napkin dispenser con?gured for disposition on a table or 
counter including a top axis opening for loading and remov 
ing napkins. The opening is generally rectangular or may 
taper slightly from one end to the other. A salient feature is 
at the edges of the opening extend outWardly providing a 
relatively narroW peripheral arcuate ?ange or lip around the 
opening, the effect of Which is to lead a napkin gently 
outWardly Without likelihood of damaging the napkin. The 
design is reported to promote extraction of a single napkin 
at a time, resulting in substantial economy of operations. 

In US. Pat. No. 4,094,442 also to Radek there is disclosed 
another napkin dispenser With a generally rectangular open 
ing With a concavely arcuate edge on one side from Which 
the napkins are extracted. TWo opposed sides of the opening 
are provided With a pair of relatively narroW spring biased 
leaves resiliently extendable into the container to facilitate 
loading, the free edges of the leaves being longitudinally 
gently oblique and Widening toWard the arcuate edge of the 
opening. The various features are reported to contribute 
toWard convenient extraction of the napkin Without damage. 

The various techniques employed in the prior art for 
promoting extraction of a single napkin from an interfolded 
napkin dispenser are believed to have met With rather 
limited success, perhaps due to the relative complexity of the 
designs and the unpredictability of the consumer’s behavior. 
In accordance With the present invention there is provided a 
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2 
uniquely con?gured dispensing aperture Which restricts the 
ability of a napkin consumer from inserting his or her ?ngers 
into the interior of the interfolded napkin dispenser. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

There is provided in accordance With the present inven 
tion a napkin dispenser for dispensing a stack of interfolded 
napkins including an enclosure With a top, bottom, 
sideWalls, a back Wall and a dispensing Wall provided With 
a dispensing aperture spanning along its major axis at least 
the transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin to be 
dispensed therethrough; a pressure carriage slidably 
mounted in said enclosure provided With biasing means; the 
enclosure and pressure carriage are con?gured to receive a 
stack of interfolded napkins betWeen the dispensing Wall and 
the pressure carriage such that the biasing means urge the 
carriage and thus the stack of interfolded napkins toWards 
the dispensing Wall. The dispensing aperture de?nes a 
narroW elongated slit about its central portion and a pair of 
open areas about its terminal portions. The narroW elongated 
slit typically spans more than about 50 percent of the 
transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin being dis 
pensed therethrough. The narroW elongated slit Would still 
more typically span more than about 70 percent of the 
transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin being dis 
pensed therethrough. The elongated slit generally has an 
opening Width of from about 1/16 inch to about 5/8 inch With 
from about Vs inch to about 1/2 inch being typical. Particu 
larly preferred are embodiments Wherein the narroW elon 
gated slit has an opening Width of from about 1A inch to 
about 3/8 inch. 
At either end of the narroW elongated slit of the dispens 

ing aperture are terminal portions having an open area span 
(i.e. open diameter) of at least about 1/2 inch. The terminal 
portions preferably have an open area span of at least about 
% inch and most preferably an open area span of at least 
about 1 inch. This open area span is required since the 
interfolded napkin dispensers are frequently replenished by 
a technician Who fails to interfold the added napkins With the 
napkins already in the dispenser. Thus, When one interfolded 
stack charged to the dispenser is ?nished, the last napkin 
does not frictionally engage the next stack of napkins Which 
has been loaded into the container so that the napkin being 
dispensed fails to draW the next napkin through the aperture. 
In this situation the user must have an ability to insert his or 
her ?ngers into the napkin dispenser in order to draW out the 
next napkin. By restricting this open geometry to the termi 
nal portions the chances of a consumer grasping a plurality 
of bunched napkins is very much reduced. 

In another aspect of the present invention there is pro 
vided a novel retraining insert for use in a napkin dispenser 
of the class including an enclosure With a top, bottom, 
sideWalls, a back Wall and a dispensing Wall provided With 
a dispensing aperture of relatively uniform dispensing Width 
spanning along its major axis at least the transverse dimen 
sion of an interfolded napkin to be dispersed therethrough. 
The napkin dispenser typically includes a pressure carriage 
slidably mounted in the enclosure provided With biasing 
means Wherein the enclosure and pressure carriage are 
con?gured to receive the stack of interfolded napkins 
betWeen the dispensing Wall and the pressure carriage such 
that the biasing means urge the pressure carriage and thereby 
the stack of interfolded napkins toWard the dispensing Wall. 
The napkin retaining insert is provided for modulating the 
dispensing Width of the dispensing aperture. The insert is 
mounted on the dispensing Wall and projects into the dis 
pensing aperture of uniform Width and as positioned is 
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con?gured in dimension to de?ne a narrow elongated slit 
about the central portion of the dispensing aperture as Well 
as a pair of open areas about the terminal portions of the 
dispensing aperture. The open portions function as noted 
above, that is, Wherein a stack of napkins Which is not 
interfolded With the preceding stack loaded into the dis 
penser can be grasped so that the neXt collection of inter 
folded napkins can be dispensed Without opening the napkin 
dispenser. Generally the napkin dispenser insert is of suit 
able dimensions to de?ne the aperture characteristics 
referred to above. Typically the insert is adhesively mounted 
on the interior of the dispensing Wall and is substantially 
planar With ?rst and second parallel sides adjacent arcuatc 
sides therebetWeen, such that the arcuate sides Will cooper 
ate With the aperture in the dispensing Wall to de?ne the 
open terminal areas. In such embodiments the ?rst parallel 
side is typically longer than the second parallel side and the 
longer or ?rst parallel side is secured to the interior of the 
dispensing Wall. 

In general, the present invention relates to an improved 
dispensing aperture in a napkin dispenser including means 
for de?ning a restricted central portion of the aperture 
Wherein the restricted central portion is operable to impede 
the WithdraWal of more than a single napkin. The restricted 
central portion is adjacent tWo terminal open areas Which 
alloW a user to insert his or her ?ngers into the interior of the 
enclosures, Whereas the restricted central portion prevents a 
user from inserting his or her ?ngers into the interior of the 
enclosure and easily grasping a large plurality of napkins. 
Even if a consumer grasps a plurality of napkins through an 
open terminal portion of the aperture, the central restricted 
portion Will still operate to impede WithdraWal of more than 
a single napkin from the dispenser. The unique geometry of 
the aperture of the present invention has the further advan 
tage of better distributing the pressure over the napkins in 
the stack since there is more contact area in the dispensing 
Wall. Also, in some embodiments a baffle plate eXtends into 
the top interior of the dispenser, tending to equaliZe the 
pressure applied to the bottom portion of the interfolded 
napkin stack by a spring. The front dispensing Wall of the 
present invention typically includes a baffle plate Which may 
or may not be integrally formed With the front Wall and 
generally includes arcuate terminal portions. In some 
embodiments, an insert baffle plate is adhesively or other 
Wise secured in an aperture of relatively uniform Width, for 
eXample, an elongated oval structure, to de?ne the unique 
aperture geometry of the invention. 

In some embodiments the second parallel side Will have 
a matching radius of curvature of the dispensing aperture 
(typically its loWer lip) so that the dispensing slit is of 
relatively uniform dimensions thereacross. So also, the 
second parallel side may project outWardly from the ?rst 
parallel side particularly Where the dispensing Wall is gen 
erally conveX in construction. Here again, the particular 
geometry Will de?ne a dispensing Width of relatively uni 
form dimensions. The retaining insert may be made of any 
suitable material such as metal, plastic, ?lled plastic and so 
forth, but is perhaps preferably made of an amorphous 
plastic material such as polycarbonate. These and other 
features of the invention Will become better understood 
through the description and draWings Which folloW. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

The invention is described in detail beloW in connection 
With the various ?gures in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW shoWing a napkin dispenser 
constructed in accordance With the invention Wherein a 
napkin is shoWn projecting from the dispensing aperture; 
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FIG. 2 is a side vieW in elevation and section of the napkin 

dispenser of FIG. 1 With a stack of interfolded napkins 
loaded therein; 

FIG. 3 is a top plan vieW shoWing the illustrating napkin 
dispenser of FIG. 1 in open (loading) condition Without a 
stack of napkins; 

FIG. 4 is a front vieW in elevation of the napkin dispenser 
of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a vieW in perspective of an insert for a napkin 
dispenser constructed in accordance With the present inven 
tion; 

FIG. 6 is a top plan vieW of the insert for a napkin 
dispenser shoWn in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a vieW along the loWer edge of the napkin 
dispenser insert of FIG. 5; and 

FIG. 8 is an end vieW illustrating the napkin dispenser 
insert of FIGS. 5, 6 and 7. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The invention is described in detail beloW With reference 
to the ?gures for purposes of illustration only. Modi?cation 
to various embodiments illustrated Within the spirit and 
scope of the present invention, Which is set forth in the 
appended claims, Will be readily apparent to one of skill in 
the art. 

There is shoWn in FIGS. 1 through 4 a napkin dispenser 
instructed in accordance With the present invention. Napkin 
dispenser 10 generally includes an enclosure 12 With a top 
14, a bottom 15, a pair of sideWalls 16 and 18, a back Wall 
19, as Well as a dispensing Wall 20. The dispensing Wall 
de?nes a dispensing aperture 22 having a major aXis, that is, 
the length or span 24 of the opening, Which is generally 
larger than the interfolded napkins to be dispensed. As can 
be seen from FIG. 1, a napkin 25 has a transverse dimension 
26 Which is draWn through the dispensing aperture 22. 

Top 14 may be hingedly secured to the back Wall to 
provide for loading a stack 29 of interfolded napkins. Stack 
29 may be a stack of single folded or multi-folded napkins 
as are Well knoWn in the art. In the interior of dispenser 10 
there is provided a pressure carriage 27 Which is slidably 
mounted about a pair of mounting rails 30, 32 as can be most 
clearly seen in FIGS. 2 and 3. 

FIG. 2 is a side vieW in elevation and section illustrating 
the interior of dispenser 10 While FIG. 3 is a top plan vieW 
shoWing the interior of dispenser 10 With top 14 open and 
pressure carriage 27 fully retracted so that a stack of napkins 
such as stack 29 in FIG. 2 can be loaded into the dispenser. 

The dispenser further includes a spring 28 in the form 
generally of a reel Which is operative to urge pressure 
carriage 27 and thus stack 29 toWards dispensing Wall 20. 

In the embodiments shoWn dispensing Wall 20 is gener 
ally conveX outWardly as shoWn. Moreover this convexity 
may be in the vertical as Well as transverse direction 
depending on the particular geometry employed. LikeWise, 
pressure carriage 27 is shoWn provided With a sinuous plate 
31 Which is a preferred mode of distributing the pressure 
load about the stack of napkins 29 as Will be appreciated by 
one of skill in the art. Bottom 15 Which is optionally 
provided With coasters, such as coasters 21, 23 Which may 
be rubber or any suitable material for placing on a counter 
top or table. In general the inventive napkin dispenser is 
fabricated of metal, plastic or any other suitable material. In 
the particular embodiments shoWn the enclosure is generally 
constructed of metal, Whereas the insert (more fully 
described beloW) is fabricated of plastic. 
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In general the napkin dispenser operates by Way of 
loading a stack 29 of napkins betWeen pressure carriage 27 
and dispensing Wall 20. The stack of napkins is interfolded, 
preferably single folded, but multi-folded if so desired, and 
the stack is urged toWards Wall 20 by Way of spring 28. It is 
desired that the napkins be dispensed one at a time. Thus in 
accordance With the invention there is provided a baffle plate 
35 Which cooperates With dispensing Wall 20 to de?ne a 
narroW elongated slit 34 about the central portion of dis 
pensing aperture 22. On either side of narroW elongated slit 
34 there is provided a pair of relatively open areas 36 and 38. 
In general aperture 22 is of a length or major axis 24 of a 
length greater than the transverse dimension 26 of a napkin 
25 to be dispensed therethrough. The narroW elongated slit 
operates, in part, to prevent a consumer from inserting his or 
her ?ngers or hand into the interior of the napkin dispenser 
and grab a plurality of napkins leading to Waste. On the other 
hand, the relatively open areas 36 and 38 provide a means 
for a consumer to grasp a napkin and restart a stack of 
interfolded napkins once a protruding napkin edge has been 
lost. This frequently occurs since a food technician might 
load a neW stack of interfolded napkins behind a stack 
already in the dispenser yet fail to interfold the tWo stacks. 
Thus, the leading stack Will not frictionally pull the ?rst 
napkin out of the folloWing stack once it is exhausted. Thus 
a consumer Will ?nd on occasion that there is no protruding 
napkin to pull the next one. In this instance the open area 
Will require a signi?cant amount of effort for a consumer to 
restart the napkins through the slit. But in any event this may 
be accomplished and the narroW slit Will still require that 
only a single napkin is dispensed at a time. 

The dispensing aperture in accordance With the invention 
is generally of the dimensions shoWn, that is, having an 
elongated slit With open areas on either end. The elongated 
slit has a Width 40 (shoWn most clearly in FIG. 4), preferably 
fairly uniform, of from about 1/16 inch to about 5/8 inch. 
Typically the Width of the slit Would be from about 1/8 to 
about 1/2 inch and preferably from about 1A inch to about 3/8 
inch. The terminal portions have a span 42 of at least about 
1/2 inch. By span of the open area as used herein it is 
generally meant that the open area has a minimum dimen 
sion or span of about 1/2 inch. Typically the terminal portions 
of the dispensing aperture Will have an open area span or 
minimum dimension of at least about % inches. The span on 
the embodiment illustrated is shoWn as 42 in FIG. 4. 
Preferably the span of the terminal open areas is at least 
about 1 inch. 
With respect to elongated slot 34, the terminology span as 

used herein refers to the length, S, of the slot as shoWn in 
FIG. 4. 
Anapkin dispenser in accordance With the invention may 

be constructed of various materials and parts. One advantage 
of the present invention is that a baffle plate generally of the 
geometry shoWn as plate 35 may be integrally formed With 
plate 20 or retro?t into existing napkin dispensers. For 
example, there is shoWn in FIGS. 5 through 8, a baffle plate 
35 provided With an adhesive strip 48 of foamed adhesive or 
other suitable material, having a top edge 44 and a bottom 
edge 46. When ?t into a napkin dispenser having a relatively 
uniform dispensing aperture such as elongated oval aperture 
37 shoWn in FIG. 4, having a Width, W, of perhaps 1% inch 
or so the baffle plate operates to give the dispensing aperture 
the dimensions and general geometry referred to above. That 
is to say, When the plate of FIG. 5 is mounted into a napkin 
dispenser of FIGS. 1—4 having a dispensing aperture of 1A1 
inch Width, uniformly there across the baffle plate of FIG. 5 
Will con?gure the dispensing aperture to the dimensions 
shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 4 and discussed above. 
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The same is accomplished by mounting a baffle plate such 

as insert 35 by Way of adhesive strip 48 to the interior of Wall 
20 of FIG. 2. The insert 35 has the added bene?t that the 
extra dimensions of the baffle plate 35 and the adhesive strip 
48 Will apply pressure to the stack 29 of napkins and Will 
also help prevent bunching of the napkins. So also, the extra 
area along the front Wall provided by the baffle Will help 
equaliZe pressure on the stack; Whereas the extra dispenser 
at the top Will counteract extra pressure applied by spring 28 
at the bottom of the stack. In general When retro?tting a 
napkin dispenser provided With relatively uniform dispens 
ing Width With a plate 35 such as shoWn in FIGS. 5 through 
7, the plate Will generally have a longer side along edge 44 
and a shorter side along bottom side 46 as Well as a pair of 
arcuate portions 50 and 52 Which Will cooperate With the 
aperture de?ned by the dispensing Wall to de?ne the open 
areas. In general in such a con?guration the top edge 44 of 
insert 35 Would be longer than its parallel side 46. The top 
side, of course, is secured to the dispensing Wall 20. In 
general, the napkin dispenser Wall may have a radius of 
curvature Which is preferably matched With a radius of 
curvature of an insert such as 35, such that the dispensing 
Width, particularly the dispensing slit 34 Will remain of 
relatively uniform dimensions over its Width. In particular as 
Will be appreciated from FIGS. 1 through 4 an outWardly 
convex dispensing Wall Would generally require an insert 
having a outWardly projecting loWer side 46 as shoWn in 
FIG. 8. The insert for retro?tting the napkin holder may be 
made of any suitable material such as metal, plastic, ?lled 
plastic, and so forth, but is preferably made from an amor 
phous plastic such as polycarbonate. 

It Will be appreciated from FIGS. 1 through 8 that plate 35 
is of complex shape, being angled along a lateral edge 54 
such that the plate protrudes outWardly When mounted on 
plate 20 by Way of strip 48 as can be seen particularly in 
FIGS. 2 and 8. So also, plate 35 has generally a longitudinal 
convexity toWards side 56 as should be noted from FIGS. 5 
and 7 especially. With this geometry, the baffle may be 
inserted into an existing napkin dispenser and Will apply a 
gentle contacting force to stack 29 consistent With the shape 
of plate 20 in order to promote the dispensing of napkins one 
at a time. 

While the invention has been described in detail, various 
modi?cations Within the spirit and scope of the present 
invention, de?ned in the appended claims, Will be readily 
apparent to one of the skill in the art. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Anapkin dispenser for dispensing a stack of interfolded 

napkins comprising: 
(a) an enclosure including a top, a bottom, sideWalls, a 

back Wall and a dispensing Wall provided With a 
dispensing aperture spanning along its major axis at 
least the transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin 
to be dispensed therethrough; 

(b) a pressure carriage slidably mounted in said enclosure 
provided With biasing means; 
said enclosure and pressure carriage being con?gured 

to receive said stack of interfolded napkins betWeen 
said dispensing Wall and said pressure carriage 
Wherein said biasing means urge said carriage and 
said stack of interfolded napkins forWard said dis 
pensing Wall; and 

Wherein further said dispensing aperture de?nes a nar 
roW elongated slit about its central portion and a pair 
of open areas about its terminal portions, said narroW 
elongated slit spanning more than about 50% of the 
transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin being 
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dispensed therethrough and having an opening Width 
of from about 1/16 inch to about 5/8 inch so that the 
dispensing aperture impedes the ability of a napkin 
consumer from inserting his or her ?ngers into the 
interior of the interfolded napkin dispenser. 

2. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein 
said narroW elongated slit spans more than about 70% of the 
transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin being dis 
pensed therethrough. 

3. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein 
said narroW elongated slit has an opening Width of from 
about Vs inch to about 1/2 inch. 

4. The napkin dispenser according to claim 3, Wherein 
said narroW elongated slit has an opening Width of from 
about 1A inch to about 3/8 inch. 

5. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein 
said terminal portions have an open area span of at least 
about 1/2 inch. 

6. The napkin dispenser according to claim 5, Wherein 
said terminal portions have an open area span of at least 
about % inch. 

7. The napkin dispenser according to claim 6, Wherein 
said terminal portions have an open area span of at least 
about 1 inch. 

8. In a napkin dispenser for dispensing a stack of inter 
folded napkins of the class including an enclosure With a top, 
bottom, sideWalls, a back Wall and a dispensing Wall pro 
vided With a dispensing aperture of relatively uniform 
dispensing Width spanning along its major aXis at least the 
transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin to be dis 
pensed therethrough and a pressure carriage slidably 
mounted in said enclosure provided With biasing means 
Wherein the enclosure and pressure carriage are con?gured 
to receive said stack of interfolded napkins betWeen said 
dispensing Wall and said pressure carriage and the biasing 
means urge the pressure carriage and thereby the stack of 
interfolded napkins toWard the dispensing Wall, 

a napkin retaining insert for modulating the dispensing 
Width of said dispensing aperture, 

said insert being mounted on said dispensing Wall and 
projecting into said dispensing aperture of uniform 
Width and being positioned, con?gured and dimen 
sioned to de?ne a narroW elongated slit about the 
central portion of said dispensing aperture and a pair of 
open areas about the terminal portions of the dispensing 
aperture. 

9. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 8, 
Wherein said narroW elongated slit spans more than about 
50% of the transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin 
being dispenses therethrough. 

10. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 9, 
Wherein said narroW elongated slit spans more than about 
70% of the transverse dimension of an interfolded napkin 
being dispenses therethrough. 

11. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 8, 
Wherein said narroW elongated slit has an opening Width of 
from about 1/16 inch to about 5/8 inch. 
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12. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 11, 

Wherein said narroW elongated slit has an opening Width of 
from about Vs inch to about 1/2 inch. 

13. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 12, 
Wherein said narroW elongated slit has an opening Width of 
from about 1A inch to about 3/8 inch. 

14. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 9, 
Wherein said terminal portions have an open area span of at 
least about 1/2 inch. 

15. The retaining insert according to claim 14, Wherein 
said terminal portions have an open area span of at least 
about % inch. 

16. The retaining insert according to claim 15, Wherein 
said terminal portions have an open area span of at least 
about 1 inch. 

17. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 8, 
Wherein said insert is adhesively mounted on said dispensing 
Wall. 

18. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 8, 
Wherein said insert is substantially planar With ?rst and 
second parallel sides adjacent arcuate sides betWeen said 
?rst and second parallel sides Wherein said arcuate sides 
cooperate With the aperture of said dispensing Wall to de?ne 
said open areas. 

19. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 18, 
Wherein said ?rst parallel side is longer than said second 
parallel side and is secured to said dispensing Wall. 

20. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 19, 
Wherein said second parallel side has a radius of curvature 
matching a radius of curvature of said dispensing aperture. 

21. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 19, 
Wherein said second parallel side projects outWardly With 
respect to said ?rst parallel side. 

22. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 8, 
Wherein said napkin retaining insert is made of an amor 
phous plastic material. 

23. The napkin retaining insert according to claim 8, 
Wherein said amorphous plastic material is polycarbonate. 

24. In a napkin dispenser including an enclosure de?ning 
an interior for receiving a stack of interfolded napkins 
betWeen a biased pressure carriage and a dispensing Wall 
provided With a dispensing aperture, an improved dispens 
ing aperture Wherein a baffle plate With arcuate terminal 
portions is af?Xed to said dispensing Wall With fastening 
means to de?ne a restricted central portion of said dispens 
ing aperture, said restricted central portion being operable to 
impede WithdraWal of more than a single napkin there 
through and being adjacent terminal portions of relatively 
open area, said terminal portions of said aperture being 
con?gured to alloW a user to insert his or her ?ngers into the 
interior of said enclosure, Whereas said central portion of 
said dispensing aperture is con?gured to prevent a user form 
inserting his or her ?ngers into the interior of said enclosure. 
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