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’ ’ ’ ’ ’ to the static mixer, b) the spray section has inlet ports 

R f C, d for receiving pressurized air and c) the downstream end 
9 erences lte of the spray section has outlet ports for introducing air 

Us‘ PATENT DOCUMENTS into an atomizing zone formed betWeen the outlet ports 
and the spray tip, 
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AIR-ASSISTED, LOW PRESSURE SPRAY 
EQUIPMENT HAVING AN IMPROVED 

SPRAY NOZZLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to air-assisted, loW pressure 
spray equipment having an improved spray nozzle, Which is 
especially suited for applying highly reactive, tWo 
component coating, sealing or adhesive compositions, pref 
erably tWo-component polyurea coating compositions. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Several types of spray systems are knoWn for applying 

tWo-component coating compositions. If the tWo compo 
nents are not highly reactive, it is possible to mix the tWo 
components prior to use and apply the systems With knoWn 
one-component, airless or air-assisted spray systems. These 
systems are generally used With coating compositions hav 
ing a pot life of one hour to several hours. 

Preferably, the tWo-component compositions are applied 
With tWo-component spray systems, Which may be either 
high pressure (more than 100 bar) or loW pressure (less than 
100 bar) systems. The high pressure systems are usually 
airless or air-assisted airless spray systems. In these systems 
the tWo components are generally introduced under high 
pressure into a static mixer and are then passed through a 
spray tip under sufficient pressure to atomiZe the liquid. One 
disadvantage of these systems is their high cost. 

Also suitable are loW pressure or high pressure impinge 
ment mixers in Which the components are introduced 
through separate ori?ces into a mixing chamber and then 
pass through an atomiZation spray tip under ?uid pressure. 
The mixing chamber is generally purged With a purge rod or 
pressuriZed air. Disadvantages of impingement mixing sys 
tems are their cost, dif?culty to use and typical high pressure 
requirements. 

Examples of loW-pressure systems for applying tWo 
component compositions are air-assisted sprayers in Which 
the components are pre-mixed and then siphoned, passed by 
gravity or discharged from a pressure pot through an air 
atomiZation tip. Air is passed in a generally perpendicular 
manner to the mixed composition from opposing outlets to 
atomiZe the composition into the desired spray pattern. A 
disadvantage of these spray systems is that they are not 
suitable for spraying highly reactive tWo-component sys 
tems. Both during the spraying process and especially dur 
ing stoppages, the components can react to form polymer 
solids that clog both the liquid spray tips and/or the air 
outlets. This causes a lengthy doWn time to clean the 
equipment for further use. 

One alternative to prevent clogging in any of these loW or 
high pressure sprayers is to ?ush the equipment With a 
solvent or an air purge prior to stoppages. HoWever, this 
embodiment results in higher equipment costs due to the 
presence of a third stream. In addition, the use of a solvent 
is disadvantageous both from a cost standpoint and an 
environmental standpoint. 

It is an object of the present invention to overcome the 
disadvantages of prior art spray systems in a cost effective 
manner. It is an additional object of the present invention to 
provide an inexpensive, portable and efficient spray system 
for tWo-component, reactive compositions. 

This object may be achieved With the loW pressure, 
air-assisted spray system according to the present invention. 
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An important feature of the invention is the use of a 
disposable spray tip and static mixer to eliminate the clog 
ging problems of prior art systems When spraying highly 
reactive tWo-component systems. Another important feature 
of the present invention is the use of an optionally poWer 
assisted caulking gun to deliver the tWo-component com 
position to the spray tip. 

Copending applications, U.S. Ser. Nos. 09/838,792 and 
09/838,794, disclose the use of a disposable spray tip and 
static mixer in combination With a loW pressure, tWo 
component, air-assisted spray system. HoWever, that system 
is intended for larger applications and does not disclose the 
use of a caulking gun to deliver the tWo-component com 
position. Copending application, U.S. Ser. No. 09/917,309, 
describes the use of a caulking gun to deliver tWo 
component compositions to a static mixer having an option 
ally removable spray tip, but in that application the static 
mixer is inserted into a shroud. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to air-assisted, loW pressure 
spray equipment having an improved spray noZZle including 

1) a caulking gun having a carriage adapted to receive tWo 
or more cartridges having a noZZle, tWo or more rams 
mounted on the caulking gun for operatively engaging 
each cartridge to dispense a liquid component from the 
noZZle of the cartridge, a trigger mechanism for 
manually, pneumatically, hydraulically or electrically 
advancing the rams incrementally into operative 
engagement With each cartridge, 

2) a static mixer having an upstream end and a doWn 
stream end Wherein 
a) the upstream end has an inlet port for receiving a 

liquid component from the noZZle of each cartridge 
and the upstream end is dimensioned to be reversibly 
connected to the cartridges of the caulking gun, and 

b) the doWnstream end has an optionally removable 
spray tip for introducing the mixed liquid compo 
nents into an atomiZing Zone and the doWnstream 
end is dimensioned for reversibly connecting the 
static mixer to a spray section, and 

3) a spray section having an upstream end and a doWn 
stream end Wherein 
a) the upstream end of the spray section is dimensioned 

for being reversibly connecting to the static mixer, 
b) the spray section has inlet ports for receiving pres 

suriZed air and 
c) the doWnstream end of the spray section has outlet 

ports for introducing air into an atomiZing Zone 
formed betWeen the outlet ports and the spray tip, 

Wherein the spray tip of the static mixer passes through an 
ori?ce in the spray section such that the mixed liquid 
components are introduced into the atomiZing Zone. 
The present invention also relates to a process for spray 

ing a tWo-component composition by 
a) activating the trigger mechanism of a caulking gun 

having a tWo or more rams and containing tWo or more 

cartridges to incrementally advance a ram into opera 
tive engagement With each cartridge and dispense a ?rst 
liquid component from a ?rst cartridge and a second 
liquid component, Which is reactive With the ?rst liquid 
component, from a second cartridge into a static mixer 
having an optionally removable spray tip, 

b) mixing the ?rst component and the second component 
in the static mixer, 

c) discharging the mixed liquid components from the 
static mixer through the optionally removable spray tip 
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at the downstream end of the static mixer into an 
atomiZing Zone, 

d) introducing air into the atomiZing Zone, 
e) atomiZing the mixed liquid components in the atom 

1Z1ng Zone, 

f) spraying the atomiZed liquid components onto a sub 
strate and 

g) during an interruption in the spraying process or after 
termination of the spraying process, discarding the 
static mixer and the optionally removable spray tip. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 represents an exploded vieW of a preferred 
embodiment of the spray noZZle according to the invention. 

FIG. 2 represents another embodiment of the static mixer 
according to the invention. 

FIG. 3 represents an embodiment of the spray noZZle 
connected to the cartridges of a caulking gun. 

FIG. 4 represents an enlarged vieW of the spray section of 
the spray noZZle. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

In accordance With the present invention it is possible to 
spray tWo-component compositions using a caulking gun. 
The caulking gun may be operated manually or preferably 
may be driven pneumatically, hydraulically or With an 
electric motor to more accurately and easily dispense tWo or 
more liquid components into a static mixer connected to the 
discharge end of the caulking gun. 

The rams of the pneumatic or hydraulic caulking guns 
may be driven, e.g., by compressed air or a liquid such as 
Water, Which drives a piston connected to the ram. The rams 
of the electric caulking guns are driven by an electric motor, 
Which either rotates a screW or Worm drive to drive the ram. 

Any knoWn caulking guns are suitable for dispensing the 
liquid components according to the present invention. 
Examples of manual and pneumatic caulking guns are 
available from Cox North America. One advantage of using 
pneumatic caulking guns is that the same compressed air 
source used to drive the ram can be used to provide air to the 
spray system to be described hereinafter. 

When the caulking guns are used for dispensing materials 
from tWo or more cartridges, different mix ratios can be 
obtained by either using different siZe cartridges or by 
adjusting the rams for each cartridge to advance at different 
speeds, e.g., by using separate drive mechanisms. Another 
possibility for obtaining different mix ratios is to use more 
than one cartridge containing one of the liquid components. 
Preferably, different mix ratios are obtained by using differ 
ent siZe cartridges for the components. 

Examples of these cartridges include the Ratio-Pak car 
tridges from Plas-Pak Industries. Another advantage of these 
cartridges is that their noZZles are threaded and designed to 
be attached to the disposable static mixers described here 
inafter. When using tWo cartridges the tWo noZZles ?t 
together to form a threaded end that can be attached to the 
disposable static mixer. 

It is also possible in accordance With the present invention 
to overcome the problem of clogging in the static mixer, the 
spray tip and/or air entry ports When spraying compositions 
having a limited pot life, such as reactive, tWo-component 
compositions, especially highly reactive tWo-component 
compositions. This is accomplished by using a removable 
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static mixer having an optionally removable spray tip at the 
doWnstream end. In one embodiment the static mixer tapers 
at the doWnstream end to form a spray tip. In a preferred 
embodiment a removable spray tip is attached to the doWn 
stream end of the static mixer. In accordance With this 
preferred embodiment different siZe spray tips can be 
attached to control the volume of material to be sprayed. 
The static mixers can be made of metal or plastic or other 

suitable materials. They are preferably made from plastic for 
cost reasons because at the completion of the spraying 
process or during periods When the spraying process is 
interrupted, the static mixer and the optionally removable 
spray tip are removed and discarded. HoWever, the pressure 
limitations of the static mixers should not be exceeded. 
Accordingly, When operating at higher pressures, it may be 
necessary to use metal or other specially designed static 
mixers that can Withstand the operating pressure. 
Examples of suitable static mixers are available as 

motionless mixers from Tah Industries. Examples include 
stainless tube mixers, stainless pipe mixers, stainless/plastic 
pipe mixers and plastic tube mixers. Removable spray tips 
are also available from Tah Industries as Luer lock ?tting 
needles. 

In accordance With the present invention the upstream end 
of the static mixer is dimensioned to be reversibly connected 
to the caulking gun, preferably to the cartridges inserted into 
the caulking gun, and the doWnsteam end of the static mixer 
is dimensioned to be reversibly connected to the spray 
section. The type of connection is not critical, provided that 
the connection is reversible so that the static mixer and the 
optionally removable spray tip can be discarded. Suitable 
connections include threads, clamps, retaining rings and 
quick connectors. 

In one embodiment, Which is shoWn in FIG. 1, the 
upstream end of the static mixer is threaded so that it can be 
attached to the threaded end of the cartridges extending from 
the caulking gun. In another embodiment, Which is shoWn in 
FIG. 2, the upstream end of the static mixer is ?ared so that 
it can be held against the caulking gun by a retaining ring, 
preferably a threaded retaining ring. 

The upstream end of a conventional spray section having 
an atomiZing Zone is connected to the doWnstream end of the 
static mixer. Both ends are dimensioned to be reversibly 
connected to each other. This connection can be the same as 
those set forth previously for connecting the upstream end of 
the static mixer to the caulking gun cartridges. The spray tip 
extends through an ori?ce in the rear portion of the spray 
section and into the atomiZing Zone. 

After the components are mixed in the static mixer they 
are introduced into the atomiZing Zone of the spray section 
Where they are atomiZed With air, Which may stored in 
compressed gas cylinders or produced continuously in 
knoWn manner in a compressor. Methods of atomiZing the 
liquid components With air for spraying are Well knoWn and 
are not critical to the present invention. In a preferred 
embodiment as shoWn in FIG. 4, the mixed liquid compo 
nents are passed generally perpendicularly past tWo or more 
opposed air outlet ports. Depending upon the arrangement of 
these ports to the mixed components a ?at or conical spray 
pattern can be controlled in knoWn manner. 

Air may also be introduced through the same ori?ce in the 
spray section that the spray tip passes through. In this 
embodiment the air passes on the outside of the spray tip 
parallel to the mixed components. HoWever, less atomiZa 
tion occurs according to this embodiment. It is also possible 
to introduce air at other angles to the liquid components that 
range from parallel to perpendicular or slightly greater. 
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In accordance With the process of the present invention 
the liquid components are preferably introduced into the 
static mixer at a pressure of 2 to 100 bar, more preferably 5 
to 70 and most preferably 10 to 50 bar, Which is supplied by 
the caulking gun. The components are then mixed in the 
static mixer and discharged through the optionally remov 
able spray tip at the doWnstream end of the static mixer into 
an atomiZing Zone. Air is also introduced into the atomiZing 
Zone at a pressure of preferably 0.5 to 10 bar, preferably 1 
to 7 bar and more preferably 3 to 6 bar. The atomiZed liquid 
components are then applied to a suitable substrate. 

When spraying tWo-component compositions suitable 
?rst and second components include any compounds that are 
reactive With each other to form a polymer. Examples 
include the reaction of polyisocyanates With polyols to form 
polyurethanes, the reaction of polyisocyanates With 
polyamines to form polyureas and the reaction of epoxy 
resins or epoxidiZed urethanes With amine curatives to form 
polyamides. Examples of suitable components are Well 
knoWn. Preferred components are those that are highly 
reactive With each other, eg those that cure or react With 
each other Within a feW minutes to a feW seconds. When 
spraying these types of components any interruption of the 
spraying operation results in clogging of the static mixer, 
especially the spray tip and occasionally the air inlets to the 
atomiZing Zone. 

An example of highly reactive components are the poly 
isocyanates and polyaspartates described in US. Pat. Nos. 
5,126,170 and 5,236,741, Which are herein incorporated by 
reference. 

Other additives, such as catalysts, solvents and pigments, 
may also be present in the cartridges. For example, they may 
be mixed With one of the tWo liquid reaction components. 
Alternatively, they may in separate cartridges, e.g., in a third 
cartridge. This is especially advantageous When spraying 
pigmented compositions. Generally, the pigment is mixed 
With one of the tWo liquid reaction components. HoWever, 
When the pigment is present in a separate cartridge, it is 
easier to change the color of the composition since it is not 
necessary to maintain an inventory of each pigment blended 
With one of the reaction components. 

FIG. 1 represents a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. Static mixer 1 has threaded end 2 for receiving the 
tWo-component composition and tapered end 3 for receiving 
removable spray tip 5. Static mixer 1 has internal mixing 
unit 4 for homogeneously mixing the tWo-component com 
position. Spray tip 5 has an end 6. 

Static mixer 1 and spray tip 5 are inserted through spray 
section 10 such that end 6 extends into atomiZing Zone 16. 
Static mixer 1 has threaded end 7 for attaching to the 
cartridges of a caulking gun and threaded end 8 for con 
necting to spray section 10. Air is introduced into atomiZing 
Zone 16 via tube 12 through outlet ports in modi?ed ?uid 
noZZle 15 and through outlet ports 9 in air cap 14. Air cap 
14 is held against the modi?ed ?uid noZZle 15 by attaching 
threaded retaining ring 17 to threads 13 of spray section 10. 
In atomiZing Zone 16, the air passing through outlet ports 9 
atomiZes the liquid stream of the tWo-component coating 
composition passing through static mixer 1 and end 6 of 
spray tip 5. 

FIG. 2 shoWs an alternative embodiment in Which static 
mixer 1 has a ?ared end 19 Which is held against threaded 
end 20 of cartridges 23 and 24 of tWo-component caulking 
gun 18 by retaining ring 21. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a preferred embodiment of the spray noZZle 
according to the invention that has been connected to 
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6 
cartridges 23 and 24 of tWo-component caulking gun 18. 
Components A and B, Which are contained in cartridges 23 
and 24, are delivered under pressure by rams 22 and 25 into 
static mixer 1. Threaded end 20 of cartridges 23 and 24 is 
attached to threaded end 7 of static mixer 1. Components A 
and B are mixed in static mixer 1 and then pass through 
spray tip 5 and end 6 into the atomiZing Zone 16. The 
narroWed end 6 of spray tip 5 extends beyond the base of air 
cap 14. 

FIG. 4 shoWs an enlargement of a preferred embodiment 
of spray section 10. Spray tip 5 extends through spray 
section 10 such that end 6 passes through an ori?ce in air cap 
14, Which is held onto the end of spray section 10 by 
retaining ring 17. Air enters the upper portion of spray 
section 10 through tube 12 and passes through outlet ports 
in modi?ed ?uid noZZle 15 and through outlet ports 9 in air 
cap 14 into atomiZing Zone 16. 

Although the invention has been described in detail in the 
foregoing for the purpose of illustration, it is to be under 
stood that such detail is solely for that purpose and that 
variations can be made therein by those skilled in the art 
Without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention 
except as it may be limited by the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Air-assisted, loW pressure spray equipment having an 

improved spray noZZle comprising 
1) a caulking gun having a carriage adapted to receive tWo 

or more cartridges having a noZZle, tWo or more rams 
mounted on the caulking gun for operatively engaging 
each cartridge to dispense a liquid component from the 
noZZle of the cartridge, a trigger mechanism for 
manually, pneumatically, hydraulically or electrically 
advancing the rams incrementally into operative 
engagement With each cartridge, 

2) a static mixer having an upstream end and a doWn 
stream end Wherein 
a) the upstream end has an inlet port for receiving a 

liquid component from the noZZle of each cartridge 
and the upstream end is dimensioned to be reversibly 
connected to the cartridges of the caulking gun, and 

b) the doWnstream end has an optionally removable 
spray tip for introducing the mixed liquid compo 
nents into an atomiZing Zone and the doWnstream 
end is dimensioned for reversibly connecting the 
static mixer to a spray section, and 

3) a spray section having an upstream end and a doWn 
stream end Wherein 
a) the upstream end of the spray section is dimensioned 

for being reversibly connecting to the static mixer, 
b) the spray section has inlet ports for receiving pres 

suriZed air and 
c) the doWnstream end of the spray section has outlet 

ports for introducing air into an atomiZing Zone 
formed betWeen the outlet ports and the spray tip, 

Wherein the spray tip of the static mixer passes through an 
ori?ce in the spray section such that the mixed liquid 
components are introduced into the atomiZing Zone. 

2. The spray equipment of claim 1 Wherein said spray tip 
is removable. 

3. The spray equipment of claim 2 Wherein said static 
mixer is a plastic static mixer. 

4. The spray equipment of claim 3 Wherein said outlet 
ports are arranged for introducing air into the atomiZing 
Zone approximately perpendicular to the direction of How 
from the spray tip. 

5. The spray equipment of claim 4 Wherein the optional 
second liquid component is present. 
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6. The spray equipment of claim 3 wherein the optional 
second liquid component is present. 

7. The spray equipment of claim 2 Wherein said outlet 
ports are arranged for introducing air into the atomiZing 
Zone approximately perpendicular to the direction of How 
from the spray tip. 

8. The spray equipment of claim 7 Wherein the optional 
second liquid component is present. 

9. The spray equipment of claim 2 Wherein the optional 
second liquid component is present. 

10. The spray equipment of claim 1 Wherein said static 
mixer is a plastic static mixer. 

11. The spray equipment of claim 10 Wherein said outlet 
ports are arranged for introducing air into the atomiZing 
Zone approximately perpendicular to the direction of How 
from the spray tip. 

12. The spray equipment of claim 11 Wherein the optional 
second liquid component is present. 

13. The spray equipment of claim 10 Wherein the optional 
second liquid component is present. 

14. The spray equipment of claim 1 Wherein said outlet 
ports are arranged for introducing air into the atomiZing 
Zone approximately perpendicular to the direction of How 
from the spray tip. 

15. The spray equipment of claim 14 Wherein the optional 
second liquid component is present. 

16. The spray equipment of claim 1 Wherein the optional 
second liquid component is present. 

17. The spray equipment of claim 1 Wherein said static 
mixer tapers to form a spray tip. 

18. A process for spraying a one- or tWo-component 
composition Which comprises 
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a) activating a trigger mechanism of a caulking gun 

having one or more rams and containing one or more 

cartridges to incrementally advance a ram into opera 
tive engagement With each cartridge and dispense a ?rst 
liquid component from a ?rst cartridge and optionally 
a second liquid component, Which is reactive With the 
?rst liquid component, from a second cartridge into a 
static mixer having an optionally removable spray tip, 

b) mixing the ?rst component and the second component 
in the static mixer, 

c) discharging the mixed liquid components from the 
static mixer through the optionally removable spray tip 
at the doWnstream end of the static mixer into an 

atomiZing Zone, 
d) introducing air into the atomiZing Zone, 
e) atomiZing the mixed liquid components in the atom 

1Z1ng Zone, 

f) spraying the atomiZed liquid components onto a sub 
strate and 

g) during an interruption in the spraying process or after 
termination of the spraying process, discarding the 
static mixer and the optionally removable spray tip. 

19. The process of claim 18 Wherein said ?rst liquid 
component comprises a polyisocyanate and said second 
liquid component comprises a polyol. 

20. The process of claim 19 Wherein said ?rst liquid 
component comprises a polyisocyanate and said second 
liquid component comprises a polyaspartate. 


