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AUGMENTED RING-BANYAN NETWORK 
AND METHOD FOR CONTROLLING 

ROUTING THEREIN 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part (CIP) of Appli 
cant’s Ser. No. 08/950,099, ?led in the US. Patent & 
Trademark Of?ce on the Oct. 14, 1997, entitled “AUG 
MENTED RING-BANYAN NETWORK AND METHOD 
FOR CONTROLLING ROUTING THEREIN”, and 
assigned to the assignee of the present invention. 

CLAIM OF PRIORITY 

This application makes reference to, incorporates the 
same herein, and claims all bene?ts accruing under 35 
U.S.C. §119 from an application for AUGMENTED RING 
BANYAN NETWORK AND METHOD OF CONTROL 
LING ROUTING THEREOF earlier ?led in the Korean 
Industrial Property Of?ce on the 14th day of October 1996 
and there duly assigned Serial No. 1996-45749, a copy of 
Which application is anneXed hereto. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to the sWitching fabric in a 

B-ISDN sWitching system, and more particularly to an 
enhanced ring-banyan netWork and a method for controlling 
routing in such a netWork. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Aclass of multiple interconnection netWork (MIN) archi 

tectures With considerable commercial potential for fast, 
broadband sWitching applications is the banyan netWork 
architecture de?ned by Goke and Lipovski. The banyan 
architecture provides parallel connections betWeen proces 
sors and storage device modules and is a good substitute for 
the crossbar sWitch in terms of effectiveness in contradis 
tinction to cost. Enhancements of the basic banyan structure 
have been proposed to provide further improvements in 
performance by taking advantage of the underlying relation 
ships betWeen the nodes and links in such netWorks. 
A banyan netWork as so de?ned provides unique paths 

betWeen processors and storage device modules. More 
particularly, the set of paths destined for a sWitch element 
(SE) constitutes a spanning tree, and the set of paths from the 
sWitch element also forms a spanning tree. HoWever, only a 
certain class of spanning trees, from among all such span 
ning trees, is important in this regard. This class is de?ned 
by the property that all sWitch elements belonging to the 
class can deliver a packet through the same output port by 
using a basic self-routing control method for the netWork. 
Thus, the performance of the banyan netWork may be 
considered in terms of the relationships betWeen and limi 
tations on equivalence classes of paths. 

Commercial systems implementing banyan netWorks 
have already been introduced, but their performance has in 
practice been rather loW. This is because each pair of the 
input/output ports (one input port and one output port) has 
only a single path betWeen the ports. The absence of 
alternative paths betWeen input ports and output ports has 
the consequence that, When random internal collisions occur 
betWeen tWo data units being transmitted across the 
netWork, one of these data units Will be lost. These 
collisions, therefore, deteriorate the overall performance of 
the netWork. 

Enhancements of the basic banyan architecture, as repre 
sented by the delta netWork, offer improvements upon its 
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2 
performance. For eXample, “augmented” banyan netWorks 
can provide improved performance by supplementing the 
spanning trees of the basic netWork With alternative paths. In 
one type of augmented banyan netWork, such alternative 
paths arise through additional links that chain together 
various sWitch elements corresponding to the same stage of 
the netWork tree. When a collision occurs at a selected 
output link of a sWitch element, a data unit (such as a. 
packet) being transmitted across the netWork can be deliv 
ered from that sWitch element to another sWitch element at 
the same level Within the tree. Thus redirected, the data unit 
being transmitted across the netWork (hereinafter referred to 
as a “data transmission”) can be properly delivered to its 
intended destination port by means of the eXisting self 
routing control algorithm corresponding to the netWork. 

In a load-sharing banyan netWork (or B-netWork), on the 
other hand, additional links may provide alternative paths by 
connecting sWitch elements in a given stage to other sWitch 
elements in adjacent stages. The adjacent stage, relative to a 
sWitch element of Which the additional link connects a 
sWitch element of the given stage, may either precede or 
succeed the given stage. This arrangement enables the 
netWork to avoid loss of transmissions, Which otherWise 
Would arise from collisions at sWitch element output links, 
in a manner essentially similar to the redirection that occurs 
in an augmented banyan netWork. 
The B-netWork and the intrastage augmented netWork 

both provide robustness against processing malfunctions 
arising from collision-engendered transmission losses. Their 
success derives from the existence of supplemental links that 
permit data transmissions to proceed over additional, alter 
native paths in the event of collisions. They in fact have 
improved reliability relative to the basic banyan netWork; 
hoWever, they too can suffer degraded performance due to 
data loss. In particular, if a collision at an output port of the 
penultimate stage causes a data transmission to be redirected 
to an alternate sWitching element of the ?nal stage, then the 
supplemental links may not suf?ce to provide a path to the 
sWitching element of the destination port. In such a case the 
transmission must be discarded, just as any collision in the 
basic banyan netWork causes the discard of a transmission. 
Apromising type of augmented banyan netWork has been 

proposed and termed the “ring-banyan” netWork. See J. 
Park, et al., The Ring-Banyan Network: A Fault Tolerant 
Multistage Interconnection Network with an Adaptive Self 
Routing, Proc. 1992 Int’l Conf. Parallel & Distributed 
Systems, December 1992, at 196—203. A ring-banyan net 
Work comprises a basic banyan structure augmented by 
additional links betWeen successive sWitch elements Within 
each stage, so that each stage of the netWork comprises a 
closed chain of sWitching elements. Such a structure can 
signi?cantly decrease the frequency of data loss due to 
collisions betWeen transmissions traversing the netWork 
simultaneously. 
The ring-banyan structure shares the limitation of other 

augmented banyan netWorks that a data transmission arriv 
ing at the ?nal stage in the Wrong sWitching element may not 
be deliverable to its intended output port and thus may be 
discarded. The authors of the cited paper, hoWever, recog 
niZed and focused their efforts upon a separate issue. In 
particular, they noticed that the failure in the ring-banyan 
structure of the ?nal stage output link connected With the 
designated output port Would result in the loss of the data 
transmission intended for that port. A failure of any one of 
the intrastage links in the ?nal stage Would similarly prevent 
a data transmission misdirected at the ?nal stage from 
reaching its designated destination port. 
The paper’s authors addressed these related problems by 

modifying the basic ring-banyan topology to include a ?nal 
stage made up of a series of interconnected sWitch element 
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pairs, instead of a series of single switch elements. In this 
Way, the failure of any one intrastage link or output link in 
the ?nal stage Would not cause the network itself to mal 
function. This modi?ed ring-banyan structure included, as 
Well as an additional set of ?nal-stage sWitch elements and 
a mesh of links betWeen the ?nal-stage sWitch element pairs, 
tWo sets of supplementary 1x2 sWitches positioned after the 
?nal stage of sWitch elements. The supplementary sWitches 
alloWed each sWitch element of each sWitch element pair in 
the ?nal stage to connect With either of the tWo output ports 
corresponding to that sWitch element pair. 

The cited reference provided a complex but insightful 
solution to the problem addressed therein. HoWever, it did 
not consider the more fundamental problem that misdirected 
data transmissions may be lost in the ?nal stage, even 
Without a link failure. This “no-fault” data loss problem has 
appeared to constitute an intrinsic Weakness of augmented 
banyan netWorks, including the ring-banyan netWork. 
We have, therefore, found that a need continues to exist 

for an enhanced MIN architecture and associated self 
routing method that provide greater robustness against trans 
mission losses than is provided by existing link-augmented 
banyan netWorks. A netWork With such an architecture 
should comprise the same node and link hardWare arrange 
ments as existing netWorks, yet it should also have substan 
tial resistance to transmission losses arising from redirection 
to an alternative path at the ?nal stage of the netWork. 
Preferably, a netWork With this architecture could be con 
structed by a simple modular addition to a basic or link 
augmented netWork. Ideally, it Would eliminate or substan 
tially reduce the incidence of “no-fault” data losses but 
Would require hardWare and interconnections no more 
complex, at Worst, than the hardWare and interconnections 
of the existing netWork. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an augmented Ring-Banyan netWork and a routing 
control method thereof, Wherein the above netWork com 
prises a part for processing a misrouted packet Which has 
failed to arrive at the destination in the ?nal stage. According 
to the present invention, an augmented ring-banyan netWork 
comprises a qth augmenting stage (qil, qeN) having pre 
scribed sWitch elements each connected to the respective 
sWitch elements of the ?nal stage in said ring-banyan 
netWork, and a (q+1)st augmenting stage having prescribed 
sWitch elements each connected to said prescribed sWitch 
elements of said qth augmenting stage, respectively, Wherein 
the topology for the output links of each of the sWitch 
elements is represented as folloWs: 

[51[(Pl> Pkl: - - - y P1)i]=(Pl> P14, - - - y P1)i+1 Connected With 

1ink(Pl> P14, - - - y P1: 1),‘, 

611K131: Pkl: - - - y P1)i]=(Pl> P14, - - - y P1)i+1 Connected With 

1ink(Pl> P14, - - - y P1: 0),‘, 

Where 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

Amore complete appreciation of this invention, and many 
of the attendant advantages thereof, Will be readily apparent 
as the same becomes better understood by reference to the 
folloWing detailed description When considered in conjunc 
tion With the accompanying draWing ?gures, in Which like 
reference symbols indicate the same or similar components, 
but Which are attached only by Way of example, Wherein: 

1O 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

4 
FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the equivalence 

classes and the alternative paths of the spanning trees and 
sWitching elements in a delta netWork (With N=16); 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
a sWitch element having a chain-in link and a chain-out link 
as required for use in a ring-banyan netWork; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
a ring-banyan netWork (With N=16); 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
an augmented ring-banyan netWork (With N=16) according 
to an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 5A and 5B are block diagrams illustrating hoW 
packets are transferred through the augmented ring-banyan 
netWork of FIG. 4 by a routing control method in accordance 
With the present invention; 

FIG. 6 shoWs a block diagram of a sWitch element for use 
as an alternative to the sWitch element of FIG. 2 in the 
augmented ring-banyan netWork of FIG. 4; and 

FIG. 7 shoWs a block diagram of an augmented ring 
banyan netWork in accordance With an alternative embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

FIG. 8 shoWs a block diagram of another augmented 
ring-banyan netWork in accordance With an alternative 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The present invention Will hereinafter be described and 
de?ned With reference to numerous speci?c details such as 
concrete constituent elements of the netWork. HoWever, in 
the folloWing description, these speci?c examples are given 
only for the purpose of alloWing those skilled in the art to 
better understand the present invention, and they should in 
no Way be construed, either explicitly or implicitly, to limit 
the scope of the invention itself. For example, the folloWing 
description Will consider the speci?c case Where the data 
transmissions being communicated over a netWork are data 
packets. This reference is not intended and should not be 
construed to imply that the present invention is limited to the 
case of packetiZed transmissions. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the arrangement of 
links and nodes in an exemplary delta netWork 20 (for a 
particular case in Which the number of input ports and output 
ports, respectively, is N=16). The links depicted by continu 
ous lines in FIG. 1, such as links 22, form a spanning tree 
that represents an equivalence class of spanning trees for the 
output ports of a sWitching element 25 corresponding to the 
identi?er 000 at stage 4 of this netWork. Continuous lines 
also depict several supplemental links, Which are denoted by 
the reference characters A, B, and C and Which add alter 
native paths to the tree. Trees such as this consist of the links 
from all the output nodes (referred to as “roots” of trees) to 
all the input nodes (referred to as “leaves” of trees), together 
With nodes representing the sWitch elements of the netWork. 

The netWork of FIG. 1 also illustrates an additional, 
intrastage link A, such as might exist in an augmented 
banyan netWork. Link A provides supplemental paths 
betWeen the ports of input/output pairs for Which the single 
path provided by the basic netWork includes the sWitch 
elements connected by the additional link. These supple 
mental paths alloW the delivery of a data transmission to its 
correct destination output port, through application of the 
netWork’s existing self-routing control algorithm, even 
When a collision occurs on the path provided by the basic 
netWork. When such a collision occurs, the data transmis 
sion can be delivered from that sWitch element to another 
sWitch element in the same stage of the netWork. 

Links B and C of FIG. 1 illustrate supplemental links in 
a B-netWork and a Load-Sharing Banyan NetWork, Where a 
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backward or forward link connects a switch element 27 at a 
given stage to a switch element 29 in a preceding stage or a 
switching element 30 in a given stage to a switching element 
31 in a succeeding stage, respectively, thereby providing 
alternative paths. The preceding-stage switch element 27 
may be termed a “parent,” because of its position in a 
lower-numbered or earlier stage, and similarly the 
succeeding-stage switch element 31 may be termed a 
“child.” When a collision occurs, a blocked data transmis 
sion can be delivered instead to the parent (or child) switch 
element, at a stage lower (or higher) within the tree, through 
link B (or C) in FIG. 1. 
An augmented ring-banyan network according to one 

embodiment of the present invention utiliZes a routing 
algorithm appropriate to the basic ring-banyan network. 
Moreover, the complexity of the switching elements of the 
augmented network is maintained the same as those of the 
basic network. 
An explanation of the topological relationship between 

the routing control algorithm and the switch elements of the 
basic banyan network will be presented ?rst, because the 
ring-banyan structure derives from the basic banyan archi 
tecture. The following discussion will refer to the delta 
network for the sake of simplicity and clarity, and because 
it is widely known that many multistage interconnection 
networks (MINs) are topologically equivalent. Also, the 
discussion will refer to nodes and links through a numbering 
convention of the same type as that proposed in C. L. Wu & 
T. Feng, On a Class ofMultistage Interconnection Networks, 
IEEE Trans. Comp., v. C-29, August 1980, at 694—702. This 
convention will be used both to describe the con?gurations 
of the delta network and the ring-Banyan network and to 
prove the validity of the routing control method. 

The switching elements (SEs) of the network 20 depicted 
in FIG. 1 form a regular array of columns and rows. Each 
column is termed a “stage” and corresponds to a serial step 
in a communication process between one of the input ports 
on the left side of the array, such as input port 33, and one 
of the output ports on the right side, such as output port 35. 
Each stage has N input links and N output links. It will be 
assumed for the sake of the present discussion that N=2”, for 
some positive integern. Persons of ordinary skill in the 
networking arts will readily observe, however, that the 
present invention applies, with appropriate modi?cations, 
for any integer N with N24. 

The stages are numbered consecutively from 1 to log2N, 
beginning with the leftmost stage as stage 1. For each of the 
stages, each link (input or output) associated with the stage 
has a relative position, with respect to the top of the stage, 
that can be identi?ed by a binary numeral, such as link 
position identi?er 37, having log2N digits. In the arrange 
ment of FIG. 1, each stage has at each such position one 
input link and one output link. It is noted that these link 
positions are numbered consecutively, from top to bottom, 
beginning with 0. 
A link in a given stage can be represented by an expres 

sion link(plogzN, p00g T1, . ~. . , p1), where ('pIOgZN, 
p00g _1, . . . , p1) is the 1nary identi?er for the position of 
the ink. In network 20 of FIG. 1, for example, the lower 
position of switch element 39, which is the ?fth SE from the 
top of stage 1, has associated with it link position identi?er 
37 having the binary value 1001, which is the binary 
representation of the number 9. The identi?er value 1001 
thus indicates the fact that this position is the tenth position 
from the top of the stage (recalling that, unlike the stages, 
these positions are numbered beginning with Zero). An 
output link at a given position, such as output link 38, is 
represented by the expression link(1001) 
An SE of a given stage has a relative position, with respect 

to the top of the stage, that will be termed the “level” of the 
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6 
SE and can be identi?ed by a level identi?er, such as level 
identi?er 41, that is a binary numeral with (log2N)—1 digits. 
The levels are numbered consecutively, from top to bottom 
and beginning with 0, in a manner similar to the numbering 
of the link positions. It is noted that, for the system of FIG. 
1, each level identi?er corresponds to the three most sig 
ni?cant bits of the link position identi?ers associated with 
the SEs at that level. Each SE can be represented generically 
by an expression (p(,0g2N)_1, p(,0g2N)_2, . . . , p1), in a manner 
similar to the representation of a given link. 

The destination port of an input packet can be identi?ed 
by a binary numeral having log2N digits and corresponding 
to the link position of the destination port in the ?nal stage 
of the network. A generic object address can be represented 
by an expression A=(a1, a2, . . . , aIOgZN). 

The delta network exempli?ed by network 20 has the 
following topogical de?nition. 

De?nition 1: For each SE (p(lOg2N)_1, paogzjvyz, . . . , p1) 
at a stage i of the delta network, each output link of the SE 
is connected with an input link of stage i+1 in accordance 
with 

150K131: plila - - - 7 P1)i]=(Pl*1> P14, - - - t P1: O)i+1 Connected With 

link(pb P14, - - - t P1: 0),‘ 

and 

151K131: plila - - - 7 P1)i]=(Pl*1> P14, - - - t P1: 1)i+1 Connected With 

link(pb P14, - - - t P1: 1),‘, 

where 

For je{0,1}, the function [3]- de?nes a mapping from a 
switch element SE1 at the stage i to a switch element SE2 at 
an adjacent stage i+1 according to [3]-[SE1]=SE2. [3]- is useful 
for deriving the topological relationships between the switch 
elements in a banyan network. [3]- can also be used to 
describe the set of attainable switch elements for a particular 
link. In accordance with the convention for the binary 
link-position identi?ers, [3O denotes a mapping for the upper 
output link of switch element SE1, and [3, denotes the 
corresponding mapping for the lower output link of the 
switch element SE1. 
The symbol nix]- is de?ned to indicate a particular switch 

element by its stage and level. 
De?nition 2: ni- is a switch element located at level j of 

stage i, where léliélogzN, 0éjéN/2. 
It will now be shown that, for each stage of network 20 

of FIG. 1, an equivalence relation exists between the net 
work output ports for which a path exists from a given 
switch element of the stage to the output port. 

De?nition 3: For the self-routing control functional imple 
mented in the delta network, R(ni 2]) denotes the set of output 
links in the ?nal stage (i.e., the stage log2N) attainable from 
the switch element nip; that is, R(ni 21-) is the set of output 
links reached when (X,- is applied to all of the available object 
addresses A, where (X,- is de?ned by 

QIKPb Pkl: - - - t P1)» (‘11> a2, - - - t al+1)]=(Pl*1> P14, - - 

ai)l-+1 connected with link(Pl, Plil, . . . , P1, at)? 

The expression (a1, a2, . . . , a1+1) above represents an 

available object address, potentially associated with a 
packet, to which the function (xi is to be applied. When a 
packet arrives at an input link of a switch element of stage 
i, the function (X,- is applied to its address in order to transfer 
the packet through an output link to a switch element at the 
stage i+1. 
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De?nition 4: The relation “~” de?ned on the set AixAi is 
given by 

nLjNniJc@R(ni,j)=R(ni,k)> 
Where Ai is the set of sWitch elements at stage i. 
Lemma 1: The relation “~” is an equivalence relation. 
The fact that “~” de?nes an equivalence relation facili 

tates the proof of certain properties of the delta netWork that 
are useful for deriving an adaptive self-routing control 
method. 

Theorem 1: Let i denote a given stage of the delta netWork 
(for Which léiélogzN). If the sWitch elements nip and ni)q 
belong to the same equivalence class With respect to the 
relation “~”, then their level identi?ers both terminate With 
the same (i—1)-digit binary sequence (d1, d2, . . . , di_1) ; that 

is, if nap has the identi?er (PH-+1, . . . , P1, d1, d2, . . . , di_1)i, 

then ni)q has the identi?er (QM-+1, . . . , Q1, d1, d2, . . . , di_1)i. 

Moreover, When i=1, that is, at the ?rst stage, all the sWitch 
elements belong to a single equivalence class. 

Proof: By mathematical induction. From the de?nition of 
the routing control function (xi at the ?nal stage, i.e., at stage 
1Og2N> 

Moreover, by the de?nition of R(ni 21-) and the distinctness of 
the output ports of the delta netWork, a Whenever j¢k for 
sWitch elements at the stage log2N We have R(n,0g2NJ-)#R 
(n10g 2Mk). This is equivalent to the statement that When level 
q differs from level p, i.e., n10g 2N) q#nlog 2MP, for each output 
port link(Pl0g2N, Pl0g2N_1, . . . , 1 IOgZN of sWitch element 

nlogzmp and output port link link(Q,0g2N, QlogzNfl, . . . , 
Q1),0g2N of switch element nIOgZNH, there exists a k, 
lékélogzN, such that Pk#Qk. Thus, each of the sWitch 
elements at stage log2N corresponds to a different equiva 
lence class, and no tWo such sWitch elements have output 
links that share a common link position identi?er. 

If the consequent is true for the stage k+1, then it folloWs 
that 

It therefore folloWs, from the de?nition of (xi, that at stage 
k 

Upon application of the earlier result for stage k+1, then, 

(lira/((Plkb Pkiz, , P1, ak, 

Theorem 1 provides a basis for the folloWing de?nitions 
and results, Which establish a topological characteriZation of 
the ring-banyan architecture. 

De?nition 5: At stage i in the delta netWork, the sWitch 
element that is k levels aWay from the sWitch element nix,- is 
given by the function yk de?ned by 
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The folloWing corollary and theorem constitute the basis 
of the netWork and the adaptive routing control method of 
the present invention. 

Corollary 1: 

Proof: Apply De?nition 5 and Theorem 1 above. 
Theorem 2: 

Where 

1§i<log2N, je{0,1}. 

Proof: Let j=1. We have, by De?nitions 1 and 5, 

NoW assume the consequent for j=d; that is, assume that 

=y2d[[51[y1[(P,, Plil, . . . , P1),-]]], by the assumption for the case 

=Y2.1[Y2[[51[(P,, PH, - - - 1 P1),-]]], by the result for d=1; 

This proves the equality for [31. The case for [30 folloWs in 
a similar manner, mutatis mutandis. 
The folloWing Lemma 2 shoWs that a path starting from 

an output link can be replaced With another path starting 
from another output link Within the same sWitch element. 

Lemma 2: 
For 1 i i<log2N, 

(b) Y2"1[l31[ni,j]]~l30[ni,j] 
Proof: Part (a) folloWs from De?nitions 1 and 5. For part 

(b), We have from part (a) that 
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by De?nition 5 and Theorem 2. 
NoW, by Corollary 1, 

Part (b) therefore obtains. 
As the foregoing discussion indicates, banyan netWorks 

have topological properties that make them attractive start 
ing points from Which to derive neW, malfunction-resistant 
MIN structures and appropriate self-routing control methods 
for those structures. If interconnections are established 
betWeen sWitch elements Within a stage (e.g., from a sWitch 
element nix,- to another sWitch element yk[nizl-]), then all the 
additional links as Well as all the eXisting links can be used 
for adaptive routing control. There may be various kinds of 
interconnections to provide paths from a sWitch element nix, 
to another sWitch element yk[nizl-]. 

The ring-banyan architecture speci?es a particular type of 
intrastage connection betWeen sWitching elements, and it 
provides a netWork With ef?ciency and cost advantages 
relative to the basic banyan netWork. The folloWing discus 
sion Will describe the ring-banyan structure and eXplain an 
appropriate self-routing control method for it. 

First, the structural features of the ring-banyan netWork 
Will be presented. An N><N ring-banyan con?guration can be 
obtained from an N><N delta netWork, such as that depicted 
in FIG. 1, by the addition of links connecting all of the 
sWitching elements of a stage into a chain. Implementation 
of these additional links requires the netWork to comprise 
augmented sWitching elements, each having a chain-in link 
and a chain-out link as Well as the input/output links 
appropriate for the delta architecture. 

FIG. 2 illustrates, in block form, a sWitch element 50 
having the additional links appropriate for use in a ring 
banyan netWork. The con?guration of sWitch element 50 is 
derived from a 2x2 con?guration having only tWo input 
links 51 and tWo output links 53, such as Would be used in 
the delta netWork 20 of FIG. 1. One chain-in link 55 and one 
chain-out link 57 have been added to the con?guration of a 
2x2 sWitch. SWitch element 50 is thus a 3x3 crossbar sWitch 
that operates in accordance With a self-routing control 
method to be described beloW. 

De?nition 1 and the folloWing De?nition 6 provide a 
precise topological characteriZation of the ring-banyan 
structure. 

De?nition 6: The chain-out link of a sWitching element nix, 
in a ring-banyan netWork connects to the chain-in link of the 
switching element y1[ni>]-] given by 

Y1[ni,j]=ni,(j+1)mud(N/2)' 

FIG. 3 shoWs an example of a 16x16 ring-banyan netWork 
100 con?gured from the general 16x16 delta netWork 20 of 
FIG. 1. The function Y1 maps a given sWitch element to 
another sWitch element Within the same stage. The physical 
channels for these intrastage transmissions are provided by 
intrastage connections such as links 121. 
A ring-banyan netWork, like many other MIN systems, 

performs routing control by means of destination tags. It also 
uses, for each packet, a deviation tag K having a ?Xed siZe 
of log2(N/2) binary digits. The deviation tag is updated at 
each stage to represent the value of a generaliZed (i.e., 
topological) distance betWeen the sWitch element that actu 
ally receives the packet and the originally intended sWitch 
element (or a sWitch element equivalent to the originally 
intended sWitch element). Here the originally intended 
sWitch element is that element at a given stage that Would 
have received the packet in accordance With the self-routing 
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system of the underlying banyan netWork. The value of K for 
a selected sWitch element depends upon the current value of 
K, the selected link, and the originally intended link. 
At each stage, therefore, the destination address of a 

packet in transit across the ring-banyan netWork comprises 
a pair (A,K). K has the value 0 When the packet arrives at an 
input link of stage 1 of the netWork, i.e., the packet has the 
destination address (A,0). The routing control method set 
forth in De?nition 7 determines thereafter hoW successive 
sWitching elements transfer the packet and update the value 
of K. 

De?nition 7: Let (A,K) denote the destination address for 
an input packet at to be transferred across a ring-banyan 
netWork, and let (Xi denote the routing control function for 
the banyan netWork from Which the ring-banyan netWork is 
con?gured. Let 5 denote the binary complement of se{0,1}; 
that is, s=1 When s=0, and §=0 When s=1. 

(A) The folloWing steps de?ne a link allocation procedure 
that, together With the updating procedure of part (B) beloW, 
de?nes an adaptive routing control method for routing 
packets from a sWitch element nix,- in the ring-banyan net 
Work: 

1. If K=0, then 

(b) if (a) fails, send at to [3;[nizf]; 
(c) if (c) fails, send at to y1[nl-J-]. 

2. If K#0, then 
(a) send at to y1[niz/-]; 
(b) if (a) fails, send at to [31[ni>]-] 
(c) if (b) fails, send at to [3O[ni)j]. 

(B) The adaptive routing method of part (A) includes 
updating K at each stage i in accordance With the folloWing 
procedure: 

1. If K=0, then 
(a) If otl-[nl-J,A]=[3O[nizf] but the [30 link fails and [31[ni)j] 

is selected in accordance With (A)(1)(b) above, then 
set Ke2i—1; 

(b) If al-[nl-J,A]=[31[ni>j] but the [31 link fails and [3O[ni>]-] 
is selected in accordance With (A)(1)(b) above, then 
set Kel; 

(c) If y1[ni)]-] is selected in accordance With (A)(1)(c), 
then set Ke2i_1—1. 

2. If K#0, then 
(a) If al-[ni>j,A]=[3j-[ni 21-] and [3j-[ni 21-] is selected, for je{0, 

1}, then set KeZK; 
(b) If al-[nl-J,A]=[3O[ni>j] but the [30 link fails and [31[ni>]-] 

is selected in accordance With (A)(1)(b) above, then 
set K+2K—1; 

(c) If otl-[ni z]-,A]=[3 1[ni 21-] but the [31 link fails and [3O[ni>]-] 
is selected in accordance With (A)(1)(b) above, then 
set K+2K+1; 

(d) If y1[niz/-] is selected in accordance With (A)(1)(c), 
then set K+K—1. 

The folloWing Theorem 3 shoWs that, for any SE not in 
the ?nal stage of the ring-banyan netWork, a packet can be 
routed to either of the SE’s output links, or to the chain-out 
link, and still be deliverable to a designated output port of 
the netWork. 
Theorem 3: Let 1§i§log2N—1 and 0§j<N/2. For each 

port of nix,- connected With [3O[ni)]-], Bing], or y1[nl-J-], a valid 
path exists, in accordance With the self-routing method of 
De?nition 7, through the port from nl-J- to a designated output 
port of the netWork. 

Proof: From Lemma 2, it folloWs that, When al-[nl-J,A]= 
[3S[ni 21-], a valid alternative path eXists through the port 
connected With [3;[nl-J] (Where s denotes the binary comple 
ment of se{0,1}); that, instead of the intended output link as 
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alternative path for correctly arriving at the destined output 
node, another output link can be utilized. Similarly, by 
Theorem 1, a valid alternative path exists through the port 
connected With y1[ni ], that is, through the chain-out port. 
Conversely, if a valid] path exists through the chain-outport, 
then Theorem 2 provides that a valid alternative path exists 
through [3;[nl-J], se{0,1}. 

Theorem 4 shoWs the validity of the adaptive routing 
control algorithm of De?nition 7 for the ring-banyan net 
Work. 

Theorem 4: The routing control method of De?nition 7, as 
applied in a ring-banyan netWork, correctly delivers an input 
packet With an arbitrary destination tag to the indicated 
destination port. 

Proof: The method ?rst allocates an available link in 
accordance With the procedure of part Theorem 3 
provides the existence of a valid path from that link to the 
destination port. 

Next, the method updates the deviation tag K in accor 
dance With the procedure of part The folloWing shoWs 
that this updating procedure actually causes the packet to 
proceed along a path to the destination port. 

(1) For (B)(1)(a) and (B)(1)(b), apply Lemma 2. For 
(B)(1)(c), apply Theorem 1. 

(2) For (B)(2)(a), apply Theorem 2. For (B)(2)(b) and 
(B)(2)(c), apply Lemma 2 and Theorem 2. 

(3) K represents the required number of additional routing 
steps through successive levels of the present stage, by 
means of the chain-in and chain-out links, for the 
packet to proceed to the next stage on a path to the 
destination port and in accordance With the routing 
method. Thus, step correctly updates the 
value of K. 

It, therefore, folloWs from Lemmas 1 and 2 and Theorem 
2 that the routing control procedure of De?nition 7, includ 
ing the updating protocol for K as provided in part (B), 
delivers each packet correctly to its indicated destination 
port in the ?nal stage. 

The constraint that Theorem 3 applies only for 
1§i§log2N—1 represents a substantial limitation on the 
effectiveness of the ring-banyan structure because it 
excludes any inference that a packet can reach its indicated 
destination port if it arrives at the ?nal stage (i=log2N) in the 
incorrect sWitching element. 

FIG. 4 illustrates the con?guration of an augmented 
ring-banyan netWork 200 (for an exemplary case Where 
N=8) in accordance With a ?rst embodiment of the present 
invention. An augmenting block 210 has several augmenting 
stages 211-1, 211-2, and 211-3. Generally, augmenting block 
210 comprises a plurality of augmenting stages 211, a ?rst 
one of Which (here, augmenting stage 211-1) couples to the 
N=8 output links of an existing ring-banyan netWork 220. In 
the exemplary netWork 200 of FIG. 4, ring-banyan netWork 
220 has log2N=3 stages. The structure of ring-banyan net 
Work 220 has the same basic topological characteristics as 
delta netWork 20 of FIG. 1 and ring-banyan netWork 120 of 
FIG. 3, as Will be summariZed beloW. The numbering 
convention presented above for stages, levels, and link 
positions in the delta netWork 20 of FIG. 1 and the ring 
banyan netWork 120 of FIG. 3 Will carry forWard to ring 
banyan netWork 220 of FIG. 4. 

Each augmenting stage 211 includes N/2=4 sWitch ele 
ments 215, With one sWitch element 215 positioned at each 
level of ring-banyan netWork 220. We can designate par 
ticular sWitch elements 215 by the reference numbers 215 
(i,j), Where as usual i and j indicate the stage and level, 
respectively, of the sWitch element. To maintain consistency 
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With the numbering convention for ring-banyan netWork 
220, the stages of augmenting block 210 are numbered 
consecutively beginning With the number next folloWing the 
number of the ?nal stage of ring-banyan netWork 210. Thus, 
stage 211-1 corresponds to stage number i=4, stage 211-2 
corresponds to stage number i=5, and stage 211-3 corre 
sponds to stage number i=6. The levels of augmenting block 
210 correspond directly to the levels of ring-banyan netWork 
220. The third stage element from the top in stage 211-2, 
therefore, is sWitch element 215(5,2) (again recalling that 
0§j<N/2). 

Each stage 211 of augmenting block 210 includes intrast 
age connections 221 substantially the same as intrastage 
connections 121 of ring-banyan netWork 100 of FIG. 3. Each 
sWitch element 215 may be substantially identical to sWitch 
element 50 shoWn in FIG. 2. Each intrastage connection 221 
comprises the chain-out link 57 of a ?rst sWitching element 
215(i,j) connected to chain-in link 55 of sWitching element 
215(i,(j+1)mod(N/2)). Thus, intrastage connections 221 join 
the sWitch elements 215 of each stage 211 into a ring With 
the same structure as the stages of ring-banyan netWork 220. 
The banyan netWork aspect of ring-banyan netWork 220 

has the same topological description as presented above With 
respect to delta netWork 20 of FIG. 1 and ring-banyan 
netWork 120 of FIG. 3. That is, ring-banyan netWork 220 
comprises intrastage connections 222 linking together 
log2N=3 stages 223-1, 223-2, and 223-3, respectively. Each 
stage 223 includes N/2=4 sWitch elements 225, each of 
Which can be identi?ed uniquely by the reference numbers 
225(i,j) in the same manner as With sWitch elements 215 of 
augmenting block 210. The structure of each sWitch element 
225 is identical to the structure of sWitch element 50 shoWn 
in FIG. 2. Intrastage connections 222 join together sWitching 
elements 225 in adjacent stages 223 and are de?ned for 
ring-banyan netWork 220, as for delta netWork 20 and 
ring-banyan netWork 120, in accordance With [30 and [31 of 
De?nition 1. 
Augmenting block 210 also includes intrastage connec 

tions 229 that connect successive stages 211. The intrastage 
topology of augmenting block 210 differs substantially, 
hoWever, from the intrastage topology of ring-banyan net 
Work 220. For 1 i i<log2N and 0; j <N/2, each output link 53 
(see FIG. 2) of sWitch element 225(i,j) connects to an input 
link 51 of a sWitch element 225 of stage i+1 in accordance 
With [30 and [31 as provided next in De?nition 8. 

De?nition 8: Let l=log2N—1. For i§l+1, each output link 
of sWitch element (p(,0g2N)_1, p(,0g2N)_2, . . . , p1) at stage i of 
an augmenting block of an augmented ring-banyan netWork 
is connected With an input link of stage i+1 in accordance 
With 

The addition of augmenting block 210 to ring-banyan 
netWork 220 signi?cantly increases the probability that a 
packet Will arrive at the correct terminal sWitch element, and 
therefore be deliverable to its destination output port. This 
performance enhancement results from the orderly ?oW 
pattern to Which most packets conform in traversing aug 
menting block 210, in contrast to the random ?oW that 
normally exists in ring-banyan netWork 220. The folloWing 
discussion Will describe these contrasting ?oW patterns and 
explain their relevant effects. 

To traverse ring-banyan netWork 220, a packet typically 
must transfer from a level J, Where it enters the netWork 
through an input port of a sWitch element nil, to a level J‘ 
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corresponding to the switch element connected to the pack 
et’s destination output port. This transfer requirement arises 
because the basic function of a netWork sWitch, such as 
augmented ring-banyan netWork 200, is exactly to transfer a 
data transmission from an input channel to a desired output 
channel. No orderly relationship exists betWeen the input 
level and the output level of a packet, and so packets traverse 
ring-banyan netWork 220 in a random ?oW pattern as each 
folloWs a path to the sWitch corresponding to its destination 
port. 

Most packets arrive at the ?nal stage of ring-banyan 
netWork 220 at the correct sWitch element corresponding to 
their destination ports. During its traverse a packet may 
encounter a collision (or fault) at the output link speci?ed for 
stage i by the self-routing function (xi. The adaptive self 
routing method set forth in De?nition 7 then speci?es hoW 
the sWitch element nix,- should redirect the packet, either to an 
alternate output link or to the chain-out link of nl-J. The 
packet then proceeds on an alternative path that has a high 
probability of carrying the packet to the correct sWitch 
element. The fact that the sWitch elements 225 of each stage 
223 are chained together provides additional paths that alloW 
most packets to arrive at the correct sWitch element of the 
?nal stage, even if they become redirected in transit. Thus, 
all but a feW packets arrive at the ?nal stage 223-3 of 
ring-banyan netWork 220 at the correct level to be output 
from netWork 200 through their destination ports. 
Some of those feW packets misdirected at the ?nal stage 

of ring-banyan netWork 220 may reach their correct levels 
through intrastage connections 227, but others may not. 
Without augmenting block 210, those packets that did not 
reach their correct sWitch elements Would necessarily be 
discarded at the ?nal stage 223-3. Augmenting block 210 
signi?cantly reduces the incidence of these packet losses 
through orderly packet ?oW. 

Because most packets reach augmenting block 210 at 
their correct output levels, only a feW packets Will require 
transfer betWeen levels by augmenting block 210. This fact 
is re?ected in the intrastage topology of augmenting block 
210, as set forth in De?nition 8, Which provides intrastage 
connections 229 betWeen sWitch elements 215 at the same 
level j only. After traversing ring-banyan netWork 220, most 
packets require no transfer betWeen levels and traverse 
augmenting block 210 at a single level to reach their 
destination ports. 

This orderly ?oW pattern substantially reduces the chance 
that a packet Will encounter a collision, and thus be 
redirected, after it enters augmenting block 210. First, only 
a loW probability exists that tWo packets exiting ring-banyan 
netWork 220 at their correct respective levels Will collide 
With each other. Such a collision can occur only When the 
paths of the tWo packets cross. But because each one of tWo 
such packets Will traverse augmenting block 210 at the same 
link position at each stage i, their paths Will cross only if they 
both have the same designated output port. If they do, 
hoWever, a high probability exists that one of them Will have 
been redirected to an alternate path upon or before reaching 
?nal stage 223-3 of ring-banyan netWork 220. Thus, only a 
small likelihood exists that either of tWo such packets Will 
reach ?nal stage 211-3 of augmenting block 210 at the 
Wrong level. An even smaller likelihood exists that a packet 
Would be both lately misrouted and also unable to reach the 
correct level for its designated output port. 

Second, a packet that enters augmenting block 210 at the 
Wrong level must reach the correct level by transferring 
betWeen levels through one or more of intrastage connec 
tions 221. Such a packet may possibly collide With another 
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packet at one of stages 211 of augmenting block 210. The 
other packet could be either another packet similarly mis 
directed from stage 223-3, or a packet that entered augment 
ing block 210 at the correct level and is proceeding along 
that level toWard its designated output port. At each succes 
sive stage i of augmenting block 210, the likelihood 
increases that a packet that must change levels to reach its 
designated output port Will have reached the correct level 
and can proceed as if it had entered block 210 at the correct 
stage. We see that each of the tWo recited collision possi 
bilities for a misdirected packet becomes less likely at each 
succeeding stage. Augmenting block 210, therefore, tends to 
direct to their correct levels packets that enter it at an 
incorrect level, While tending to keep at their correct levels 
those packets that enter at their correct respective levels. 
Thus, augmenting block 210 enhances the reliability of 
ring-banyan netWork 220. 

This enhancement of performance occurs because intrast 
age connections 221 of augmented block 210 provide alter 
nate paths, but these alternate paths are utiliZed only if, and 
for as long as, needed to direct a misdirected or redirected 
packet to its correct level. To accomplish this selective path 
use, augmenting block 210 employs a simpli?ed routing 
control method as given by De?nition 9. 

De?nition 9: An augmenting block attached to a ring 
banyan netWork routes packets in accordance With the 
method of De?nition 7, except for the folloWing modi?ca 
tions: 

(A) 
1. If K=0, then 

(a) send at to [30; 
(b) if (a) fails, send at to [31; 
(c) if (b) fails, sent at to y1[ni)]-]. 

(B) The deviation tag K is not updated except for the 
folloWing tWo cases: 
1. If K=0 and y1[nl-J-] is selected, then set K+K+1; 
2. If K¢0 and y1[niz/-] is selected, then set K+K—1. 

A packet is routed repeatedly through the augmented net 
Work by using the existing adaptive routing method and, 
consequently, the packets arriving at the desired destination 
are delivered to the output port through the output link, 
Which can thus reduce the discard possibility of packets. 

In order to utiliZe such paths, it is necessary to simplify 
the routing control algorithm for the sWitch element of the 
augmented stages. 

(1) The k value is unchangeable except in cases Where the 
packet is sent out through yk[.], Whereby k value is 
changed into k-1, or k equals Zero(0) and is 
selected. 

(2) When k=0, the sWitch element allocates links by 
attempting to send out the packet ?rst to [30L] and next 
to 

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate routing control in augmented 
ring-banyan netWork 200 in accordance With the method of 
De?nition 9. Here a packet collision is represented by the 
symbol “X”. In one case, a packet tries to move from the 
input node 0 (i.e., link position 0) to the output node 0. As 
indicated in FIG. 5A, hoWever, a collision occurs at intrast 
age connection 222-1. In response to this situation, collision 
sWitch element 225(1,0) transfers the packet from the 
intended output link, noW blocked by the collision, to 
another output link. The packet then travels through ring 
banyan netWork 220 along an alternate path in accordance 
With the routing control method of De?nition 7. 

The objective of De?nition 7’s routing control method is 
to send the redirected packet to a sWitch element equivalent 
to the intended sWitch element 225(3,0), that is, a sWitch 
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element sharing a spanning tree in common With switch 
element 225(3,0). TWo such equivalent switch elements are 
sWitch element 225(2,2) in stage 2 and sWitch element 
225(3,3) in stage 3. Unfortunately, in this case, the links to 
each of these equivalent sWitch elements are blocked by 
collisions. SWitch element 225(2,1) receives the packet, and 
Would transfer it to sWitch element 225(2,2) but for the 
collision at intrastage connection 227-1. The packet, 
therefore, travels instead to sWitch element 225(3,2), Which 
in turn Would transfer it to sWitch element 225(3,3) but for 
the collision at intrastage connection 227-2. The packet 
consequently exits ring-banyan netWork 220 from sWitch 
element 225(3,2), rather than from sWitch element 225(3,0). 

Without augmenting block 210, this packet Would be 
discarded. The additional stages 211-1, 211-2, and 211-3, 
hoWever, provide suf?cient additional paths to alloW the 
packet to reach its designated output port in accordance With 
the simpli?ed routing method of De?nition 9. One notes that 
the method of De?nition 9 directs the packet to sWitch 
element 225(4,3), Which Would send the packet out on 
intrastage connection 221-1. HoWever, another collision 
blocks this path. De?nition 9’s method, therefore, selects an 
alternate port, and the packet subsequently makes its Way 
successfully to the designated output port. 

FIG. 5B details a second case in Which a packet enters 
netWork 200 at input port 5 and has output port 5 as its 
designated output port. The packet’s path, according to the 
method of De?nition 7, Would proceed successively through 
sWitch elements 225(1,2), 225(2,1) and 225(3,2) to the 
designated output port of ring-banyan netWork 220. 
HoWever, the path is blocked Within sWitch element 225(2,1) 
(due to an internal collision, or perhaps due to a fault in the 
circuit) and the routing method redirects the packet to sWitch 
element 225(3,3). The loss resistance features of the routing 
method again function to direct the packet through intrastage 
connection 227-4 to sWitch element 225(3,0). The packet 
Would proceed to sWitch element 225(3,2), at its correct 
level for output, but for a collision at intrastage connection 
227-5. Instead, it exits ring-banyan netWork 220 from sWitch 
element 225(3,1). 
As in the previous example, this packet could not reach its 

correct output level Within ring-banyan netWork 220 and, 
therefore, Without augmenting block 210, it Would be dis 
carded. It instead proceeds to stages 4, 5, and 6 of augment 
ing block 210, Which provide additional paths that alloW it 
to reach the correct level. One notes that here the packet 
Would move from level 1 to level 2 (the correct level) at 
stage 4, but a collision in intrastage connection 221-2 blocks 
this path. The method of De?nition 9, therefore, sends the 
packet on to stage 5, Where it successfully reaches the 
correct level 2 for output from netWork 200. 
A further advantageous feature of augmenting block 210 

arises indirectly from the netWork topology as set forth in 
De?nition 8. One observes that, for a banyan netWork, such 
as the delta netWork de?ned by De?nition 1, each sWitch 
element has several input links and several output links. 
Moreover, except for sWitch elements in stage 1, the input 
links of a sWitch element connect to sWitch elements at 
different levels of the preceding stage. Similarly, in all but 
the ?nal stage, the output links of a sWitch element connect 
to sWitch elements at different levels of the succeeding stage. 
For example, in FIG. 3, the input links of sWitch element 
125(2,7) connect to sWitch element 125(1,3) at level 3, and 
to sWitch element 125(1,7) at level 7. The output links of 
sWitch element 125(2,7) connect, in turn, to sWitch elements 
125(3,7) and 125(3,6). 

SWitch elements for a banyan netWork, therefore, require 
several physical input links and several physical output links 
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because their logical links connect to physically separated 
receiving or transmitting units. Such sWitch elements may 
have a structure similar to sWitch element 50 shoWn in FIG. 
2, Which is suitable in particular for ring-banyan applica 
tions. 
The structure of augmenting block 210 differs from 

banyan structures because both output links connect to the 
same succeeding sWitch element, and both input links con 
nect to the same preceding sWitch element. This can be seen 
by comparing, in FIG. 4, intrastage connections 222 of 
ring-banyan netWork 220 With intrastage connections 229 of 
augmenting block 210. The precise topological difference 
betWeen these tWo con?gurations can be seen by comparison 
of De?nition 1 With De?nition 8. 

Unlike a banyan structure, therefore, a netWork conform 
ing to De?nition 8 does not require ?b a separate physical 
link for each logical connection betWeen sWitch elements. 
For example, FIG. 4 depicts sWitch elements 215(4,2) and 
215(5,2) connected by intrastage connections 229-1 and 
229-2. These logical connections can be implemented in an 
augmenting netWork, such as augmenting block 210, by 
multiplexing signals betWeen the tWo sWitch elements over 
a single physical link. 

FIG. 6 shoWs a block diagram of a sWitch element 250 
having a single input link 251 and a demultiplexer 252 that 
separates tWo distinct logical channels arriving at input link 
251 in the same signal. A single output link 253 sends out a 
multiplexed signal generated by a multiplexer 254, Which 
combines distinct logical intrastage connections into a single 
output signal. SWitch element 250 also includes a chain-in 
link 255 and a chain-out link 257, Which make this sWitch 
con?guration suitable for use in the augmenting stages of 
augmenting block 210. This arrangement Would have par 
ticular advantages in situations, for example, Where addi 
tional physical links incur high added costs, or Where 
hardWare faults in the physical links are rare but, more 
frequently, congestion causes collisions at logical links. 

FIG. 7 shoWs an augmented ring-banyan netWork 200‘ 
that provides an alternative embodiment of the present 
invention generaliZing the con?guration shoWn in FIG. 4. 
An augmenting section 210‘ includes three stages and a 
connection topology in accordance With De?nition 8, just as 
Was the case With augmenting block 210 of FIG. 4. In this 
case, hoWever, augmenting section 210‘ includes an inter 
posed part 210‘-1 consisting of a single stage, numbered as 
stage 4, interposed betWeen stages 1 and 2 of a ring-banyan 
netWork 220‘. A terminal part 210‘-2 connects to the output 
links of stage 3 of ring-banyan netWork 220‘, just as aug 
menting block 210 connects the output links of stage 3 of 
ring-banyan netWork 220 in FIG. 4. Terminal part 210‘-2 
includes additional stages 5 and 6. 

De?nition 8 provides the topological de?nition for the 
connections from all sWitch elements included in augment 
ing section 210‘, in the same manner as for augmenting 
block 210. With the numbering of stages as shoWn in FIG. 
7, the routing method of De?nitions 7 and 9 directly applies 
to netWork 200‘. Generally, interspersed augmenting stages, 
such as stage 4 of interposed part 210‘-1, should be num 
bered as augmenting stages i, Where i§l+1, just as if they 
Were included as terminal augmenting stages such as stages 
5 and 6 of terminal part 210‘-2. This numbering convention 
ensures consistency When the routing method of De?nitions 
7 and 9 is applied. 

Consequently, the present invention provides signi?cant 
advantages for the design of high performance ATM sWitch 
ing systems in terms of cost effectiveness and enhanced 
performance relative to existing ring-banyan netWorks. It is 
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also noted that the present invention applies, With changes 
Well Within the ability of persons of ordinary skill in the 
networking arts, to netWorks con?gured With sWitch ele 
ments having more than the tWo input links and tWo output 
links of sWitch element 50 shoWn in FIG. 2. Moreover, the 
present invention can also be applied, With changes Within 
the ordinary skill in the art, to MIN systems of types other 
than ring-banyan or banyan con?gurations. 

FIG. 8 shoWs an augmented ring-banyan netWork 300 that 
illustrates another alternative embodiment of the present 
invention. NetWork 300 includes an augmenting block 310 
that resembles augmenting block 210 of FIG. 4 in that 
augmenting block 310 of FIG. 8 includes three augmenting 
stages 311-1, 311-2, and 311-3, respectively, and each stage 
311 has four levels. Moreover, each stage 311 has disposed 
at each level a sWitch element 315. The overall con?guration 
of interconnections betWeen sWitch elements 311 also 
resembles the interconnection con?guration of augmenting 
block 210 of FIG. 4. 

HoWever, unlike sWitch elements 215, Which have tWo 
input links such as input links 51 and tWo output links such 
as output links 53 (see FIG. 2), each of the sWitch elements 
315 of augmenting block 310 has four input links 317 and 
four output links 319. Thus, augmenting stage 311-1 
includes a total of 16 input links 317, Which receive packets 
input to augmenting block 310. De?nition 10, together With 
De?nition 7, provides a modi?cation of the method of 
De?nitions 7 and 9 to accommodate the different structure of 
augmenting block 310. 

De?nition 10: An augmenting block comprising m><m 
sWitch elements and attached to a ring-banyan netWork 
routes packets in accordance With the method of De?nition 
7, eXcept for the folloWing modi?cations: 

(A) 
1. If K=0, then 

(a) send at to [30; 
(b) for 0§j<m, if transmission to [3]- fails, send at to 

[341; 
(c) if transmission to [3m fails, send at to y1[nl-J-]. 

(B) The deviation tag K is not updated eXcept for the 
folloWing tWo cases: 
1. If 

and y1[niz/-] is selected, then set 

and y1[niz/-] is selected, then set 

We) 
Input links 317 of stage 311-1 couple to a 16x16 ring 

banyan netWork 320 similar to ring-banyan netWork 120 of 
FIG. 3 Ring-banyan netWork 320 includes four stages 323 
having eight levels each, and a sWitch element 325 is 
disposed at each level of each stage 323 for a total of 32 
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sWitch elements 325. Ring-banyan netWork 320, therefore, 
differs in siZe from ring-banyan netWork 220, Which has 12 
sWitch elements 225 in three stages 223 having four levels 
each. In other Words, netWork 220 and block 210 each have 
four levels, Whereas ring-banyan netWork 320 has tWice as 
many levels (8 levels) as augmenting block 310 (8 levels). 

In spite of this structural disparity betWeen ring-banyan 
netWork 320 and augmenting block 310, augmented ring 
banyan netWork 300 functions in a manner similar to aug 
mented ring-banyan netWork 200. The randomness that 
characteriZes packet How in ring-banyan netWork 220 also 
characteriZes the ?oW in ring-banyan netWork 320. 
Moreover, just as in netWork 220, this randomness becomes 
substantially resolved by the time the packets reach ?nal 
stage 323-4 of ring-banyan netWork 320. SWitch elements 
325 provide a total of 16 output links through Which this 
substantially orderly How of packets transfers to the 16 input 
links 317 of augmenting stage 311-1. At stage 323-4, most 
packets traversing netWork 300 have reached the levels of 
ring-banyan netWork 320 that correspond to their designated 
output ports. 
The packets proceed across augmenting block 310 With a 

substantially orderly ?oW pattern, notWithstanding the fact 
that augmenting block 310 has only half the levels of 
ring-banyan netWork 320. Each level of augmenting block 
310 corresponds to tWo levels of ring-banyan netWork 320 
and to four output ports 335. This means that a packet that 
arrives at an output link 331 of ring-banyan netWork 320, at 
a level of netWork 320 Which is correct for its designated 
output port, Will transfer to an input port 317 of augmenting 
block 310 at the level of block 310 Which is correct for that 
output port. Therefore, the orderly ?oW that occurs in 
augmenting block 210 also takes place in augmenting block 
310, and augmented ring-banyan netWork 300 has the same 
kind of enhanced performance as augmented ring-banyan 
netWork 200. 

Persons of ordinary skill in the netWorking arts Will 
realiZe that the embodiment of the present invention illus 
trated by augmented ring-banyan netWork 300 has many 
variations. First, the ratio betWeen the number of levels m1 
of the ring-banyan netWork and the number of levels n1 of 
the augmenting block can be nay positive integer. Fog 
r=m1/n1=1, the augmented netWork is of the class illustrated 
by netWork 200 of FIG. 4. For r22, the augmented netWork 
corresponds to the class illustrated by netWork 300 of FIG. 
8. That is, each level of the augmenting block can corre 
spond to 2, 3, or more levels of the ring-banyan netWork. 
A second variation of the embodiment of FIG. 8 consists 

of a similar structure, but With sWitch elements having a 
single input port, a single output port, and a multipleXer/ 
demultipleXer pair, in the same manner as sWitch element 
250 of FIG. 6. This variation Would have the same advan 
tages as the embodiment discussed above With respect to 
FIG. 6, but Would require feWer (albeit more complex) 
sWitch elements in the augmenting block. Alternatively, the 
augmenting block may have a separate level of sWitch 
elements for each output link of the ?nal stage of the 
ring-banyan. SWitch elements in the augmenting stages of 
this arrangement Would need a single input link and a single 
output link, as Well as a chain-in link and a chain-out link, 
but Would not need the multipleXer/demultipleXer pair of 
FIG. 6. 

Although the present invention is described in detail 
above With reference to various speci?c embodiments, this 
description should not be construed in any Way as a limi 
tation upon the scope of the invention. It Will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that many changes and modi?cations 
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may be made thereto Without departing from the present 
invention as claimed below. Therefore, the appended claims 
are intended to cover all such changes and modi?cations and 
should be construed to be limited only by their express 
terms. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An augmented ring-banyan netWork, comprising: 
a ring-banyan netWork including at least one main stage 

and a ?nal stage, With each one of said ?nal stage and 
said at least one main stage having m1 levels arranged 
consecutively from a ?rst level to an ml-st level and 
having disposed at each said level a ?rst sWitch element 
that includes m2 input links and m2 output links, Where 
m1 and m2 are ?rst and second predetermined positive 
integers, respectively, With m1§2 and mZZZ; 

a ?rst augmenting stage having n1 levels arranged con 
secutively from a ?rst level to an nl-st level Where 
m1/n1=r Which is a positive integer Z1, and having 
disposed at each said level a second sWitch element that 
includes rm2 input links, rm2 output links, a chain-in 
link, and a chain-out link; and 

a second augmenting stage having n1 levels arranged 
consecutively from a ?rst level to an nl-st level and 
having disposed at each said level a third sWitch 
element that includes rm2 input links, rm2 output links, 
a chain-in link, and a chain-out link; 

Wherein for each k With lékéml/r: 
each input link of said second sWitch element disposed 

at said k-th level of said ?rst augmenting stage 
connects to one of said output links of said ?rst 
sWitch element disposed at one of said rk-th, (rk—1) 
th, . . . , (rk—r+1)th levels of said ?nal stage and said 
chain-out link of said second sWitch element dis 
posed at said k-th level of said ?rst augmenting stage 
connects With said chain-in link of said second 
sWitch element disposed at said [(k+1)modm1]-st 
level of said ?rst augmenting stage, and 

each input link of said third sWitch element disposed at 
said k-th level of said second augmenting stage 
connects to one of said output links of said second 
sWitch element disposed at said k-th level of said ?rst 
augmenting stage, and said chain-out link of said 
third sWitch element disposed at said k-th level of 
said second augmenting stage connects With said 
chain-in link of said third sWitch element disposed at 
said [(k+1)modm1]-st level of said second augment 
ing stage. 

2. The augmented ring-banyan netWork of claim 1, 
Wherein m1=8. 

3. The augmented ring-banyan netWork of claim 2, 
Wherein m2=2. 

20 
4. The augmented ring-banyan netWork of claim 1, 

Wherein said at least one main stage comprises L stages and 
m1=2L, Where L is and integer With L21. 

5. The augmented ring-banyan netWork of claim 4, 
5 Wherein L=3. 

6. An augmented ring-banyan netWork, comprising: 
a ring-banyan netWork including at least one main stage 

and a ?nal stage, With each one of said ?nal stage and 
said at least one main stage having m1 levels arranged 
consecutively from a ?rst level to an ml-st level and 
having disposed at each said level a ?rst sWitch element 
that includes m2 input links and m2 output links, Where 
m1 and m2 are ?rst and second predetermined numbers, 
respectively; 
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a ?rst augmenting stage having n1 levels arranged con 
secutively from a ?rst level to an nl-st level Where 
r=m1/n1 is a positive integer Z1, and having disposed 
at each said level a second sWitch element that has a 

chain-in link, a chain-out link, rm2 input links, rm2 
output links, and a multiplexer; and 

20 

a second augmenting stage having n1 levels arranged 
consecutively from a ?rst level to an nl-st level and 
having disposed at each said level a third sWitch 
element that has a chain-in link, a chain-out link, 
exactly rm2 input links, rm2 output links, a demulti 
plexer coupled to said input links, and a multiplexer 
coupled to said output links; 

Wherein for each k With lékéml/r: 
each input link of said second sWitch element disposed 

at said k-th level of said ?rst augmenting stage 
connects to one of said output links of said ?rst 
sWitch element disposed at one of said rk-th, (rk—1) 
th, . . . , (rk—r+1)th levels of said ?nal stage, and said 
chain-out link of said second sWitch element dis 
posed at said k-th level of said ?rst augmenting stage 
connects With said chain-in link of said second 
sWitch element disposed at said [(k+1)modm1]-st 
level of said ?rst augmenting stage, and 

each input link of said third sWitch element disposed at 
said k-th level of said second augmenting stage 
connects to one of said output links of said second 
sWitch element disposed at said k-th level of said ?rst 
augmenting stage and said chain-out link of said 
third sWitch element disposed at said k-th level of 
said second augmenting stage, connects With said 
chain-in link of said third sWitch element disposed at 
said [(k+1)modm1]-st level of said second augment 
ing stage. 
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