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REPLACEMENT APPARATUS PROVIDING 
SELECTABLE CAMBER/CASTER 

CORRECTION 

RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a Continuation-In-Part of pending US. 
patent application Ser. No. 09/703,780 ?led on Oct. 31, 2000 
by Robert M. Allman and James H. Garrard and entitled 
“APPARATUS AND METHOD PROVIDING ADJ UST 
ABLE VEHICLE BALL JOINT POSITIONING”. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to Wheel adjustment/alignment 
apparatus and methods for vehicles, and, more particularly, 
relates to apparatus and methods for adjusting the control 
arm/Wheel spindle relationship at an upper or loWer ball 
joint connection to produce changes in the camber, caster or 
camber/caster combination angle of a vehicle Wheel. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Most vehicles consist of a tire/Wheel mounted to a spindle 
Which is attached to the vehicle through upper and loWer 
control arms With the main connection being through ball 
joints mounted to the control arms. Some vehicles, hoWever, 
are manufactured Without provision for adjusting camber 
angle in the Wheels. For example, some vehicles utiliZe an 
‘A’ shaped upper control arm With ‘silent-bloc’ type pivot 
isolators pressed into the inner pivot locations of the arm. 
The inner control arm in some such cases has a ‘u’ shaped 
bracket Welded into it, With cross-holes in the inner bracket 
and inner control arm for locating the mounting bolts that 
engage and clamp the ‘silent-bloc’ pivot isolators. This 
arrangement locates the inner pivots of the upper control 
arm in a ?xed position With no means of adjustment. 

The camber and caster angles of the tire/Wheel (relative to 
the vehicle frame) directly effect vehicle handling and tire 
Wear and is therefore of great importance. Camber angle is 
typically speci?ed by the factory at a speci?c vehicle ride 
height (the distance from the ground to some point in the 
vehicle suspension corresponding to the vehicle frame cen 
ter of gravity). The camber angle established betWeen the 
plane of the tire and Wheel and the vertical plane through the 
vehicle frame is directly impacted by any changes in the 
suspension components. Such changes can occur through 
damage to the components or through modi?cation, inten 
tional or unintentional, to the vehicle ride height. Thus, 
vehicles With raised or loWered ride height or damaged 
suspension links Will typically not maintain proper camber 
angle and require means for readjusting the camber angle to 
the original speci?cations if handling and tire longevity are 
not to be sacri?ced. Moreover, it may become desirable to 
correct a mis-aligned vehicle With other than strictly camber 
corrections. 

One current means for adjusting camber angle consists of 
changing the relative position of the control arm to the 
vehicle at the body mounting points. This alloWs the control 
arm, and thus the ball joint position, to be moved laterally 
With respect to the vehicle, thereby changing the camber 
angle of the spindle and the tire/Wheel. This method Will not 
Work if the vehicle’s control arm mounting scheme prevents 
replacing the ?Xed control arm body mounts With an adjust 
able mounting apparatus. 

Another current means for adjusting camber angle pro 
vides for replacement of the upper or loWer ball joint With 
an offset ball joint that, When rotated, alloWs changes of the 
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2 
position of the spindle mounting point around an offset arc. 
While this enables the camber angle to be modi?ed, it at the 
same time modi?es the caster angle, sometimes undesirably, 
due to its ?Xed radial offset arc. 

For some vehicles, such as Jeep Grand Cherokee, Jeep TJ 
and Dodge 1500, there are presently tWo means available to 
adjust camber angle on the front Wheels of the vehicles. 
These vehicles are provided With no factory adjustment of 
camber angle, original equipment consisting of a loWer ball 
joint that can pivot and rotate and an upper ball joint that is 
?Xed in all but vertical movement (to alloW for tolerance in 
the aXle and spindle machinings). While typically referred to 
herein, and in the automotive industry, as a “ball joints”, this 
is not technically correct terminology since such units pivot 
about their shaft centerlines and do not pivot and rotate 
about a ?Xed “ball”. The units are actually upper or loWer 
spindle pivots. 

Nevertheless, in alloWing for aXial travel of the shaft, the 
unit incorporates a plastic sleeve With a ridge mated to a 
Wide groove in the shaft to prevent the shaft from separating 
from the body. This method is not particularly vigorous but 
may be adequate since there is no vertical force transmitted 
through the upper pivot during vehicle use (even though 
there may be during installation and removal of the upper 
pivot). 
One means for camber adjustment is a copy of the original 

equipment upper pivot and consists of replacing the upper 
spindle pivot With a unit having a rotating shaft that is offset 
and angled (to maintain shaft alignment With the loWer ball 
joint pivot point) in the unit body Which is press ?t into the 
top of the aXle. This unit provides only four different offsets 
(0.5, 1, 1.5, and 2 degrees), but the unit can be rotated as 
installed to yield combinations of caster and camber adjust 
ment. Because of the limited offsets available, this unit 
addresses only a limited range of combinations of camber/ 
caster problems. 
A second knoWn means addresses adjustability at the 

loWer ball joint. A neW ball joint With a machined offset stud 
replaces the original part. Currently, only tWo offsets are 
available With such means, but as above the unit can be 
rotated When installed to provide combinations of caster and 
camber adjustment. Problems occur With this unit, hoWever, 
since it addresses only a feW of the possible combinations of 
camber/caster problems, and because it may also adversely 
affect steering since the offset in the ball joint Will change 
camber and caster as the Wheel is steered back and forth. The 
loWer ball joint is also vertically and laterally load bearing 
and more prone to failure than the upper ball joint, making 
it a less than ideal candidate for such replacements. Further 
improvements could thus be still be utiliZed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention provides apparatus for selective position 
ing of a vehicle Wheel suspension, or steering, spindle or 
knuckle relative to a control arm or knuckle mount to 

provide adjustability of Wheel camber, Wheel caster, and/or 
a combination of Wheel camber and caster. The apparatus is 
simple to install and adjust, requires no modi?cation of other 
suspension components, provides for adjustment of Wheel 
camber independent of caster adjustment, and is versatile, 
offering a Wide range of possible offsets. 
The apparatus includes an insert (or body) that is secured 

With the knuckle mount. An elongated slot eXtends through 
the insert betWeen ?rst and second contact surfaces, the 
second contact surface having positioning structure de?ned 
thereat. A loWer support assembly, secured at the knuckle 
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and positioned through the slot of the insert, is selectively 
linearly located and secured along the slot. Mating position 
ing structure at a surface of a ?ange at the loWer support 
assembly is engageable by the positioning structure of the 
insert. The loWer support assembly preferably includes a 
bearing insert ?t in an interior cavity of a support unit having 
the ?ange thereat. A shaft is receivable through the bearing 
insert for maintenance in the cavity and is secured at the 
knuckle. 

A guide channel is de?ned at the ?rst contact surface of 
the insert. An upper support assembly includes a securing 
member and a slide receivable at one part of the loWer 
support assembly. The slide is linearly moveable in the guide 
channel. The securing member is receivable at an engagable 
(preferably threaded) end of the loWer support assembly to 
thereby secure engagement of the positioning structures and 
selected location of the loWer support assembly along the 
slot. 

The apparatus of this invention alloWs for large camber/ 
caster angle adjustments by providing a means to change the 
upper shaft offset While maintaining the alignment With the 
loWer ball joint, and is a suitable replacement for original 
equipment. The apparatus incorporates teeth to maintain 
angular position and can be installed in any rotation to alloW 
for all combinations of camber/caster angle in 0.25 degree 
increments (from 0 to 2.5). Angular adjustability of the 
apparatus shaft centerline provides complete camber/caster 
angle coverage for the vehicle alignment requirements While 
using only one assembly of parts (not multiple part offsets as 
heretofore knoWn) While not adversely affecting Wheel 
caster angle during vehicle turning operations. A common 
center point betWeen apparatus body/mount and upper loWer 
supports alloWs for smooth adjustment at all angle incre 
ments While maintaining the ?Xed distance betWeen the 
upper and loWer knuckle mounts. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
apparatus for selective positioning of a vehicle ball joint 
relative to a control arm to provide adjustability of Wheel 
camber, Wheel caster, and/or a combination of Wheel camber 
and caster. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an appa 
ratus for selective vehicle Wheel angle positioning that is 
simple to install and adjust on a vehicle, requires no modi 
?cation of other suspension components, provides for 
adjustment of Wheel camber independent of caster 
adjustment, and is versatile, offering a Wide range of pos 
sible offsets. 

It is still another object of this invention to provide 
apparatus for selective positioning of a vehicle Wheel sus 
pension knuckle relative to a knuckle mount, the apparatus 
securable betWeen the knuckle mount and the knuckle and 
including an insert securable at the knuckle mount and 
having ?rst and second contact surfaces, a slot eXtending 
therethrough betWeen the contact surfaces and positioning 
structure de?ned at the second contact surface, and a loWer 
support assembly securable at the knuckle and positionable 
through the slot of the insert to the ?rst contact surface 
thereof and selectively linearly locatable and securable 
along the slot, the loWer support assembly having mating 
positioning structure at a surface thereof engageable by the 
positioning structure of the insert. 

It is yet another object of this invention to provide a 
replacement apparatus mountable at a vehicle knuckle 
mount opening and at a Wheel suspension knuckle to provide 
selectable angular correction of a vehicle Wheel that includes 
an insert securable in the knuckle mount opening and having 
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4 
?rst and second contact surfaces With a guide channel 
de?ned at the ?rst contact surface and positioning structure 
de?ned at the second contact surface, a slot eXtending 
through the insert betWeen the contact surfaces, a loWer 
support assembly securable at the knuckle and having one 
part positionable through the slot of the insert With an 
engageable end thereof extending above the ?rst contact 
surface of the insert, the one part selectively linearly locat 
able along the slot and having mating positioning structure 
at a surface thereof engageable by the positioning structure 
of the insert, and an upper support assembly including a 
slide and a securing member, the slide receivable at the one 
part of the loWer support assembly and at the guide channel 
of the ?rst contact surface of the insert, the securing member 
receivable at the engagable end of the one part of the loWer 
support assembly to thereby secure engagement of the 
positioning structures and selected location of the one part of 
the loWer support assembly along the slot. 

It is yet another object of this invention to provide an 
apparatus mountable betWeen a steering knuckle and 
knuckle mount to accommodate adjustment of vehicle Wheel 
camber, caster, or camber/caster angle that includes a body 
having ?rst and second surfaces and an elongated slot 
through the body betWeen the surfaces, a guide channel 
being de?ned at the ?rst surface, the body securable at the 
knuckle mount, a support having a threaded end receivable 
through the elongated slot of the body, a ?ange at an 
opposite end thereof to engage the second surface of the 
body, and an interior cavity, a bearing insert securable in the 
interior cavity of the support, a shaft receivable through the 
bearing insert and securable at the knuckle, a slide main 
tained over the threaded end of the support, the guide 
channel of the body receiving and guiding linear movement 
of the slide, and a retainer for engaging the threaded end of 
the support to thereby secure engagement of the ?ange of the 
support and the second surface of the body and selected 
location of the support along the elongated slot. 
With these and other objects in vieW, Which Will become 

apparent to one skilled in the art as the description proceeds, 
this invention resides in the novel construction, combination 
and arrangement of parts substantially as hereinafter 
described, and more particularly de?ned by the appended 
claims, it being understood that changes in the precise 
embodiment of the herein disclosed invention are meant to 
be included as come Within the scope of the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying draWings illustrate a complete 
embodiment of the invention according to the best mode so 
far devised for the practical application of the principles 
thereof, and in Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates one typical suspension system on a 
vehicle as supplied by a manufacturer; 

FIG. 2 illustrates the suspension system of FIG. 1 With a 
?rst embodiment of the apparatus of this invention installed; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the camber/caster adjust 
ing apparatus of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a front elevation vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 
3; 

FIG. 5 is a side elevation vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a top elevation vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 7 is a sectional vieW taken along section line 7—7 

of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 8 is an exploded vieW of the camber/caster adjusting 

apparatus of FIG. 3; 
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FIG. 9 illustrates a second typical suspension system on 
a vehicle as supplied by a manufacturer; 

FIG. 10 illustrates the suspension system of FIG. 9 With 
a second and, for purposes of this application, preferred 
embodiment of the apparatus of this invention installed; 

FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of the camber/caster adjust 
ing apparatus of FIG. 10; 
11FIG. 12 is a side elevation vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 

11,FIG. 13 is a front elevation vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 

11,FIG. 14 is a top elevation vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 

FIG. 15 is a sectional vieW taken along section line 
15—15 of FIG. 13; and 

FIG. 16 is an exploded vieW of the camber/caster adjust 
ing apparatus of FIG. 11. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

FIG. 1 illustrates a ?rst typical suspension system on a 
vehicle as supplied by the manufacturer. Upper control arm 
10 and loWer control arm 12 are both attached to the vehicle 
frame (not shoWn). Spindle 14, Which includes Wheel mount 
16 for supporting a Wheel With a tire mounted thereon (not 
shoWn), is pivotably attached to each control arm through 
upper ball joint 18 and loWer ball joint 19, the ball joints 
spaced a ?xed distance apart by spindle 14. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the suspension of FIG. 1 With a ?rst 
embodiment of a camber/caster adjusting apparatus 20 of 
this invention replacing the factory ball joint 18 for selective 
translation of the position of the upper ball joint along a 
linear distance “Y”, either inWard toWards the vehicle frame 
or outWard aWay from the vehicle frame. When set as 
illustrated and discussed in greater detail hereinbeloW, the 
effect of movement in the “Y” direction Will be to decrease 
or increase, respectively, the camber angle established by the 
plane of the tire and Wheel With the vertical plane of the 
vehicle frame in the direction from front to back of the 
vehicle. While use With the upper ball joint is illustrated 
herein, the apparatus could be applied to replace loWer ball 
joint 19 and/or applied at both locations. 

Camber/caster adjusting apparatus 20, as shoWn in FIGS. 
3 through 8, includes guide assembly 21 and mount assem 
bly 22. Guide assembly 21 includes insert 23 and guide plate 
24 maintained at opposite sides of control arm opening 25 
(see FIG. 8). Mount assembly 22 includes slide 26 having 
offset stud 28 extending therefrom through opening 29. Ball 
joint 30 is held at slide 26 by collar 32. The apparatus is held 
in relative positions, as discussed hereinafter, by fastener 34 
(for example a ?ange nut), ball joint 30 af?xable at spindle 
14 conventionally. 

Insert 23 is pressed into opening 25 of upper control arm 
10 (and/or loWer control arm 12) in place of the factory 
supplied ball joint (18 of FIG. 1). For camber only 
adjustment, insert 23 is oriented along the neutral caster 
angle by alignment of orientation mark 35 on the control arm 
(see FIG. 2) and a corresponding dimple or other orientation 
mark 36 on insert 23. Guide plate 24 and insert 23 each have 
a slot 38 and 40, respectively, Which are substantially 
coextensive and along Which stud 28 is linearly movable. 
Substantially parallel guide ridges 42 and 44 at guide plate 
24 maintain rotational stability and guide linear movement 
of slide body 46 of slide 26, by guiding engagement adjacent 
to spaced substantially parallel edges 48 and 50 of slide body 
46. 
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While a particular structure is shoWn for the guiding and 

stabiliZing interrelationship of guide plate 24 and slide 26, 
many different con?gurations at guide plate 24 and mating 
con?guration at slide 26 could be utiliZed to achieve the 
same purpose. For example, the guide ridges may be posi 
tioned at slide 26 and the matable edges at guide plate 24, 
or multiple spaced channels or a single centered channel 
could be provided at either guide plate 24 or slide 26 With 
corresponding structure at the other con?gured to ride in the 
channel or channels. 

Insert 23 includes a ?ange 52 and rim 54, slot 40 de?ned 
through rim 54. Rim 54 extends through opening 25 of 
control arm 10 and is received adjacent to annular extension 
56 of guide plate 24. Ball joint 30 is secured at slide 26 by 
means of a press ?t of ball joint end 58 and slide 26 into 
collar 32 With the addition of a staking process to provide a 
material deformation of collar end 60 over annular lip 62 of 
slide 26 to mechanically retain the unit (see FIG. 7). Ball 
joint 30 may be a factory supplied ball joint and is attached 
at its other end to spindle 14 using conventional means 
(applying nut and pin assembly 64 to loWer threaded stud 66 
after application thereof through opening 67 of spindle 14, 
for example). 
When ball joint 30 is connected to slide 26, it can be seen 

that the central longitudinal axis of stud 28 is offset relative 
to the central longitudinal axis of ball joint 30. This offset 
provides greater extent of Wheel angle adjustability, since 
neutral adjustment, corresponding to alignment of the cen 
tral axis of ball joint 30 (vertical axis in the FIGURES) With 
the central axis of opening 25 in control arm 10 (and thus the 
central axis of insert 23), locates stud 28 near an end of slots 
38 and 40 of guide plate 24 and insert 23. 

In use, insert 23 is installed into opening 25 of vehicle 
suspension control arm 10 (or other selected member) With 
orientation mark 36 at a selected position to achieve the 
desired direction of angle adjustability. For example, to 
alloW camber only adjustment, insert 23 should be mounted 
With marks 35 and 36 aligned as shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 8 
(caster neutral alignment), so that the length of slots 38 and 
40 of guide plate 24 and insert 23 are also aligned With the 
guide marks. 

Guide plate 24, With slide 26 thereat having stud 28 
extending through slot 38, is positioned at the opposite side 
of control arm 10. Ball joint 30 may be attached to spindle 
14 in advance of or after installation of mount assembly 22 
at guide assembly 21 With stud 28 extending through slot 40 
of insert 23 (and thus through opening 25 of control arm 10) 
and held by nut 34. Slide 26, With edges 46 and 48 engaging 
ridges 42 and 44 of guide plate 24 to stabiliZe and guide slide 
26, When moved in guide plate 24 alloWs only linear 
movement of stud 28 in opening 25 perpendicular to the axis 
of the opening. This sliding movement provides tire/Wheel 
camber adjustment Without affecting caster angle (When 
aligned for caster neutral adjustment as shoWn in FIG. 2). 
When the desired angle is achieved (With ball joint 30 and 
the central axis of opening 25 of control arm 10 in a selected 
relative position), nut 34 is tightened to retain the interre 
lationship of the components thus established by securing 
stud 28 at the selected position relative to the axis of opening 
25 and along slots 38/40 and slide 26 at guide plate 24. 

Should readjustment be desired, nut 34 may be loosened 
and mount assembly 22 of apparatus 20 can be moved 
inWard (toWards the vehicle frame) or outWards (aWay from 
the frame) by moving threaded stud 28 in guide assembly 
slots 38/40 until the corrected angle is achieved. The posi 
tion of apparatus 20 is then ?xed by applying suf?cient 
torque to ?ange nut 30. 
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As may be appreciated, the above described apparatus of 
this invention could be modi?ed for installation in such a 
Way as to affect only caster angle or in such a Way as to affect 
both caster and camber angles. A geometric relationship 
exists betWeen the upper and loWer Wheel spindle connec 
tions (ball joints 18 and 19) and the camber and caster angles 
of the Wheel to the vehicle. As previously indicated, altering 
the position of one of the ball joints in the neutral caster 
direction affects the camber angle in a desired fashion. 
Extending this to caster and camber/caster combination 
corrections and adjustments, the camber/caster adjusting 
apparatus of this invention can be used to adjust caster only 
angles or some combination of camber and caster. If so 
desired, by rotating insert 23 to another position of orien 
tation mark 36 relative to mark 35 on upper control arm 10 
during installation, camber/caster adjusting apparatus 20 can 
be rotated in a predetermined fashion to provide for adjust 
ment of caster only or some combination of camber and 
caster angles. 

FIG. 9 shoWs a second typical type of suspension system 
found on other vehicles as supplied by the manufacturer. It 
consists of axle housing 110 attached to the vehicle frame 
(not shoWn) Which incorporates upper knuckle mount 112 
and loWer knuckle mount 114. Knuckle 116 Which includes 
axle hole 118 as clearance for a Wheel axle (not shoWn) 
supporting a Wheel With a tire mounted thereon (also not 
shoWn), is pivotally attached to upper knuckle mount 112 
and loWer knuckle mount 114 through upper ball joint 120 
With tWo degrees of freedom (vertical and rotational about 
its cylindrical axis aligned With loWer knuckle mount 114) 
and through loWer ball joint 122 With three degrees of 
freedom (angular rotation about its center point and rotation 
about its cylindrical axis aligned With upper knuckle mount 
112). The ball joints are spaced apart at a ?xed distance “X” 
by knuckle 116. The arrangement of upper ball joint 120 and 
loWer ball joint 122 provide the axis necessary for knuckle 
116 to pivot during vehicle steering operations. 

FIG. 10 shoWs the suspension of FIG. 9 Wherein a second, 
and noW preferred for purposes of this application, embodi 
ment 123 of the adjusting apparatus of this invention has 
been added replacing upper ball joint 120 to translate the 
upper ball joint connection a distance “Y” either inWard 
toWards the vehicle frame, or outWard aWay from the vehicle 
frame for adjusting camber. The direction and distance for 
adjusting the upper ball joint connection is constrained by 
the con?guration of elongated slot 152 (not visible in this 
FIGURE; see FIG. 16) in body 124 Which constrains move 
ment of support 126 in directions other than the direction of 
slot elongation thereby alloWing loWer support 126 and 
ultimately knuckle 16 to move from a Zero degree change to 
some pre-determined angle based on the geometric con 
straints of the application. 

The effect of this modi?cation is to decrease or increase 
respectively the camber angle, that Which is established by 
the plane of the tire and Wheel With the vertical plane of the 
vehicle frame in the direction of front to back of the vehicle. 
This modi?cation could also apply to loWer ball joint 122 
and can be installed in alternate positions to affect other than 
camber only angles. Slot 152 can be oriented in any radial 
direction so adjusting apparatus 123 can correct camber 
only, caster only or some combination of camber and caster 
angles. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 11 through 16, adjusting apparatus 

123 includes insert body 124, loWer support assembly 125 
and upper support assembly 129. Insert body 124 has an 
orientation mark 148 thereat and positioning teeth 154 at 
contact surface 160 thereof. LoWer support assembly 125 
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8 
includes support 126 having degree offset marks 150 (see 
FIG. 12) and matching positioning teeth 156 at an upper 
surface of ?ange 163, bearing insert 128, and shaft 132. 
Bearing insert 128 is placed onto the small end of shaft 132 
to preserve rotatability and retain bearing insert 128. Shaft 
132, With bearing insert 128 and retaining ring 134 attached 
(in groove 162), is then press ?t into interior cavity 135 (see 
FIG. 15) of support 126, assembly 125 then being positioned 
through center elongated slot 152 of body 124, threaded end 
165 of support 126 protruding through and beyond surface 
158. As may be appreciated, support 126 is selectively 
linearly locatable along slot 152. Moreover, shaft 132 is 
alloWed to travel axially in cavity 135 to accommodate 
tolerances in the vehicle axle and knuckle but is prevented 
by retaining ring 134 and bearing insert 128 from separating 
from support 126. 

Matching positioning teeth 156 of support 126 may be 
meshed With positioning teeth 154 of body 124 at any of a 
plurality of possible relative locations to provide positive 
locking at predetermined angular increments (in one 
embodiment, 0.25 degree increments, from 0 to 2.5 degrees 
at teeth 154/156) for the subsequent camber, caster or 
camber/caster adjustment. Positioning teeth 154/156 may be 
constructed to accommodate more or feWer increments. 

Moreover, While the use of teeth is shoWn herein, other 
structures for positive locking and positioning of the ele 
ments could as Well be used. 

Upper support assembly 129, including slide 130, locking 
Washer 136 and retaining nut 138, is then placed over the 
threaded end of loWer support 126 to secure apparatus 123. 
Slide 130 is rotationally stabiliZing While being laterally 
moveable in guide channel 153 at surface 158 of body 124 
for camber, caster, or camber/caster adjustment. Grease 
?tting 140 is installed into an opening in threaded end 165 
of support 126 so a grease lubricant can be added for Wear 
resistance. Dust cover 142 (an elastomeric material member) 
is placed over the exposed end of shaft 132 and friction ?t 
(or otherWise secured) around ?ange 163 of support 126 to 
protect the internal components from foreign materials. 
Castle nut 144 and cotter pin 146 are installed onto shaft 132 
to provide mounting retention When shaft end 155 of shaft 
132 is installed in opening 156 of the vehicle’s knuckle 116. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 12 and 15, upper and loWer contact 

surfaces 158 and 160, respectively, of body 124 are arcuate, 
the degree of arc of each surface de?ned by radii extended 
to the surfaces from loWer ball joint 122 pivot point, thereby 
maintaining shaft 132, and thus knuckle 116, axis alignment. 
Slide 130 is complimentarily curved at its bottom (body 124 
contacting) surface to match surface 158 of body 124, but is 
?at on its other side to provide a bearing surface for nut 138. 
The upper surface of ?ange 163 of support 126 is likeWise 
complimentarily curved to match surface 160. 

For installation of adjusting apparatus 123 into upper 
knuckle mount 112, upper ball joint 120 is ?rst removed and 
the amount of camber and caster angle correction required is 
determined using standard geometric calculations. The 
amount of camber and caster angle needed Will determine 
shaft 132 angular position and the aZimuth orientation of 
body 124, and hence the entire apparatus. Once the correc 
tion is knoWn, orientation mark 148 is aligned, With a 
template or some other means to the proper aZimuth and 
body 124 is pressed into upper knuckle mount 112. Support 
126 is then adjusted in body 124 With degree offset marks 
150 set to the proper angular position and held in place by 
meshed positioning teeth 154 and matching positioning 
teeth 156. Retaining nut 138 is tightened to lock the appa 
ratus in place (thereby setting the engagement of positioning 
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teeth 154/156). Dust cover 142 is placed over shaft 132 and 
spindle 116 is attached to shaft 132 and castle nut 144 and 
cotter pin 146 secure the connection. Apparatus 123 is then 
?lled With grease through grease ?tting 140 to complete the 
assembly. 

If subsequent adjustment to camber and/or caster angle 
are required, the apparatus can be removed, readjusted and 
re-installed as required. 

Accordingly, it can be seen that the noW preferred 
embodiment of the adjustable apparatus of this invention 
provides a Wide range of possible offsets for restoring 
factory speci?ed camber and/or caster angle to a vehicle tire 
and Wheel in an assembly of the type shoWn in FIG. 9, or for 
setting the camber and/or caster angle to other user de?ned 
values. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Apparatus for selective positioning of a vehicle Wheel 

suspension knuckle relative to a knuckle mount, the appa 
ratus securable betWeen the knuckle mount and the knuckle, 
said apparatus comprising: 

an insert securable at the knuckle mount and having ?rst 
and second contact surfaces, a slot extending there 
through betWeen said contact surfaces and positioning 
structure de?ned at said second contact surface, said 
?rst contact surface of said insert including a guide 
channel de?ned thereat; 

a loWer support assembly securable at the knuckle and 
positionable through said slot of said insert to said ?rst 
contact surface thereof and selectively linearly locat 
able and securable along said slot, said loWer support 
assembly having mating positioning structure at a sur 
face thereof engageable by said positioning structure of 
said insert; and 

a slide receivable at said loWer support assembly, said 
guide channel receiving and guiding linear movement 
of said slide and thus said loWer support assembly. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said loWer support 
assembly includes one part having an interior cavity and a 
shaft held in said cavity but movable relative to said one 
part, said shaft securable at the knuckle at one end thereof. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said loWer support 
assembly includes an engageable end extending above said 
?rst contact surface of said insert When said loWer support 
assembly is positioned through said slot, said apparatus 
further comprising a securing member for engaging said 
engagable end to thereby secure engagement of said posi 
tioning structures and selected location of said loWer support 
assembly along said slot. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said ?rst and second 
contact surfaces of said insert are arcuate. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4 further comprising a slide 
receivable at said loWer support assembly and having a 
bottom surface to contact said ?rst arcuate contact surface of 
said insert, said bottom surface of said slide having a 
complementary curvature matching arc of said ?rst contact 
surface of said insert, said surface of said loWer support 
assembly having a complementary curvature matching arc 
of said second contact surface of said insert. 

6. Replacement apparatus mountable at a vehicle knuckle 
mount opening and at a Wheel suspension knuckle to provide 
selectable angular correction of a vehicle Wheel comprising: 

an insert securable in the knuckle mount opening and 
having ?rst and second contact surfaces With a guide 
channel de?ned at said ?rst contact surface and posi 
tioning structure de?ned at said second contact surface, 
a slot extending through said insert betWeen said con 
tact surfaces; 
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a loWer support assembly securable at the knuckle and 

having one part positionable through said slot of said 
insert With an engageable end thereof extending above 
said ?rst contact surface of said insert, said one part 
selectively linearly locatable along said slot and having 
mating positioning structure at a surface thereof 
engageable by said positioning structure of said insert; 
and 

an upper support assembly including a slide and a secur 
ing member, said slide receivable at said one part of 
said loWer support assembly and at said guide channel 
of said ?rst contact surface of said insert, said securing 
member receivable at said engagable end of said one 
part of said loWer support assembly to thereby secure 
engagement of said positioning structures and selected 
location of said one part of said loWer support assembly 
along said slot. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein the vehicle knuckle 
mount includes upper and loWer mounts, said insert of said 
apparatus located at the upper mount, and Wherein said 
second contact surface of said insert is arcuate, degree of arc 
of said second contact surface de?ned by a radius extended 
from the loWer mount. 

8. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein the vehicle knuckle 
mount includes upper and loWer mounts, said insert of said 
apparatus located at the upper mount, and Wherein said ?rst 
contact surface of said insert and a bottom surface of said 
slide are arcuate and have a degree of arc de?ned by radius 
extended from the loWer mount. 

9. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein said one part of said 
loWer support assembly has an interior cavity, said loWer 
support assembly including a shaft securable at the knuckle 
and held in said cavity but movable axially in said cavity to 
accommodate tolerances in the Wheel suspension. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9 Wherein loWer support 
assembly includes a bearing insert at said interior cavity of 
said one part and a retaining ring mounted at a position on 
said shaft to prohibit, in combination With said bearing 
insert, separation of said shaft from said one part. 

11. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein each of said 
positioning structures include teeth con?gured to accommo 
date positive locking When meshed at any selected one of a 
plurality of relative locations of said positioning structures 
corresponding to predetermined angular increments for 
vehicle Wheel correction. 

12. An apparatus mountable betWeen a steering knuckle 
and knuckle mount to accommodate adjustment of vehicle 
Wheel camber, caster, or camber/caster angle comprising: 

a body having ?rst and second surfaces and an elongated 
slot through said body betWeen said surfaces, a guide 
channel being de?ned at said ?rst surface, said body 
securable at the knuckle mount; 

a support having a threaded end receivable through said 
elongated slot of said body, a ?ange at an opposite end 
thereof to engage said second surface of said body, and 
an interior cavity; 

a bearing insert securable in said interior cavity of said 
support; 

a shaft receivable through said bearing insert and secur 
able at the knuckle; 

a slide maintained over said threaded end of said support, 
said guide channel of said body receiving and guiding 
linear movement of said slide; and 

a retainer for engaging said threaded end of said support 
to thereby secure engagement of said ?ange of said 
support and said second surface of said body and 
selected location of said support along said elongated 
slot. 
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13. The apparatus of claim 12 wherein positioning teeth 
are de?ned at said second surface of said body and Wherein 
mating positioning teeth are de?ned at said ?ange of said 
support. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13 Wherein each of said 
positioning teeth of said second surface of said body and 
said mating positioning teeth of said ?ange of said support 
are con?gured to accommodate positive locking When 
meshed at any selected one of a plurality of relative locations 
of said second surface and said ?ange corresponding to 
predetermined vehicle Wheel camber, caster, or camber/ 
caster angle correction. 

15. The apparatus of claim 12 Wherein said body includes 
an orientation marking for selected location of said body 
relative to the knuckle mount and Wherein said support 
includes degree offset marking for selected offset selection 
of said ?ange of said support relative to said second surface 
of said body. 

16. The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising a grease 
?tting mounted in an opening at said threaded end of said 
support opening to said interior cavity. 
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17. The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising a cover 

mountable at said ?ange of said support to protect said aXle 
and cover said interior cavity of said support and said slot of 
said body. 

18. The apparatus of claim 12 Wherein the knuckle mount 

includes upper and loWer mounts, said body of said appa 
ratus located at the upper mount, and Wherein said second 

surface of said body is arcuate, degree of arc of said second 
surface de?ned by a radius eXtended from the loWer mount. 

19. The apparatus of claim 18 Wherein the knuckle mount 

includes upper and loWer mounts, said body of said appa 
ratus located at the upper mount, and Wherein said ?rst 

surface of said body and a bottom surface of said slide are 

arcuate and have a degree of arc de?ned by radius eXtended 

from the loWer mount thereby maintaining said shaft, and 
thus the knuckle, aXis alignment. 

* * * * * 


