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FAN ONE WAY AIR VALVE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is related to a valve for a vent. More 
speci?cally, the present invention is related to a valve for a 
vent that can open 100% Which has an inner leaf and an outer 
leaf opposing the inner leaf. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Prior art fan air valves have restricted air?oW since they 
open less than essentially 100%. The present invention 
controls the air?oW When multiple fans Work in parallel in 
a vented enclosure When one or more fans stop functioning. 
It prevents the pressurized air?oW, pumped by the remaining 
fans, from leaking to the loWer pressure inlet end of fans. It 
has a nonrestrictive air?oW (it opens 100% ) and takes less 
space above the fans, than prior art fan air valves. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention pertains to a valve for a vent. The 
valve comprises an inner leaf having a closed state Which 
covers the vent and blocks gas ?oW through the vent in a ?rst 
direction, and an open state Which opens the vent and alloWs 
gas ?oW through the vent in a second direction. The valve 
comprises an outer leaf opposing the inner leaf. 

The present invention pertains to a method for controlling 
gas ?oW through a vent. The method comprises the steps of 
moving an inner leaf and an outer leaf opposing the inner 
leaf on the vent from a closed state Which covers the vent 
and blocks gas ?oW through the vent in a ?rst direction to an 
open state Which opens the vent and alloWs gas ?oW through 
the vent in a second direction With gas ?oW moving in the 
second direction through the vent. Then there is the step of 
stopping the gas ?oW in the second direction alloWing the 
inner leaf and the outer leaf to each move to the closed state. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying draWings, the preferred embodiment 
of the invention and preferred methods of practicing the 
invention are illustrated in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a valve of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of valves in an open 
state of one valve in a closed state. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring noW to the draWings Wherein like reference 
numerals refer to similar or identical parts throughout the 
several vieWs, and more speci?cally to FIG. 1 thereof, there 
is shoWn a valve 10 for a vent 12. The valve 10 comprises 
an inner leaf 14 having a closed state Which covers the vent 
12 and blocks gas ?oW through the vent 12 in a ?rst direction 
16, and an open state Which opens the vent 12 and alloWs gas 
?oW through the vent 12 in a second direction 18. The valve 
10 comprises an outer leaf 20 opposing the inner leaf 14. 

Preferably, When the inner leaf 14 and the outer leaf 20 are 
in the open state, a 100% open area for gas ?oW in the 
second direction 18 is created. The inner leaf 14 preferably 
includes inner lobes 22 that align With the gas ?oW in the 
second direction 18 When the inner leaf 14 is in the open 
state. The outer leaf 20 preferably includes outer lobes 24 
that align With the gas ?oW in the second direction 18 When 
the outer leaf 20 is in the open state. 
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2 
Preferably, inner lobes 22 oppose associated outer lobes 

24 and move aWay from each other When the inner leaf 14 
and the outer leaf 20 go from the closed state to the open 
state. The inner leaf 14 preferably has an inner portion 26 
that ?xes to the vent 12. Preferably, the outer leaf 20 has an 
outer portion 28 that ?xes to the vent 12. 
The inner lobes 22 preferably extend outWard from the 

inner portion 26. Preferably, the outer lobes 24 extend 
inWard from the outer portion 28. 
The inner leaf 14 is preferably made from a ?rst sheet of 

thin ?exible material, the outer leaf 20 is made from a 
second sheet of thin ?exible material, both sheets of Which 
are centric to each other and are cut into a speci?c pattern. 
Preferably, the valve 10 includes inner bolts 30 Which secure 
the inner portion 26 to the vent 12; and including outer bolts 
32 Which secure the outer portion 28 to the vent 12. 

The present invention pertains to a method for controlling 
gas ?oW through a vent 12. The method comprises the steps 
of moving an inner leaf 14 and an outer leaf 20 opposing the 
inner leaf 14 on the vent 12 from a closed state Which covers 
the vent 12 and blocks gas ?oW through the vent 12 in a ?rst 
direction 16 to an open state Which opens the vent 12 and 
alloWs gas ?oW through the vent 12 in a second direction 18 
With gas ?oW moving in the second direction 18 through the 
vent 12. Then there is the step of stopping the gas ?oW in the 
second direction 18 alloWing the inner leaf 14 and the outer 
leaf 20 to each move to the closed state. 

Preferably, the moving step includes the step of moving 
the inner and outer leafs to create a 100% open area. The 
moving step preferably includes the step of moving inner 
lobes 22 of the inner leaf 14 into alignment With the gas ?oW 
in the second direction 18 When the inner leaf 14 is in the 
open state and outer lobes 24 of the outer leaf 20 in the 
second direction 18 When the outer leaf 20 is in the open 
state. Preferably, the moving step includes the step of 
moving the inner lobes 22 and outer lobes 24 associated With 
the inner lobes 22 aWay from each other When the inner leaf 
14 and the outer leaf 20 go from the closed state to the open 
state. 

In the operation of the invention, the function of the fan 
air valve 10 is to permit the ?oW of air in one direction While 
preventing air from re?oWing in the opposite direction in a 
vented enclosure. It consists of the tWo leaves made from 
tWo sheets of centric, thin, ?exible materials cut into a 
speci?c pattern (see FIG. 1). Figure guards that could be a 
stiff grill or perforated material support the tWo leaves Which 
are attached to them (see FIG. 1), With the exception of the 
lobes. 
When placing the air valve 10 in a positive air stream, 

moving air forces the ?exible lobes to open in the desired 
air?oW direction. The lobes surfaces become aligned With 
the air?oW direction, creating a 100% open area for the air 
to pass through. Thus, the air valve 10 alloWs air?oW 
through With very little resistance. 
When the air?oW direction is reversed (such as during fan 

failure), the ?exible lobs are pressed against the ?nger 
guides, no opening is created and the air?oW is blocked. 
The performance of the fan air valve 10 is illustrated in 

FIG. 2 Where one of the fans is not Working. For the failed 
fan, its air valve 10 leaves are completely closed, While the 
remaining fans are Working With their air valve 10 leaves 
open. 

Although the invention has been described in detail in the 
foregoing embodiments for the purpose of illustration, it is 
to be understood that such detail is solely for that purpose 
and that variations can be made therein by those skilled in 
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the art Without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention except as it may be described by the following 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A valve for a vent comprising: 

an inner leaf having a closed state Which covers the vent 
and blocks gas ?oW through the vent in a ?rst direction, 
and an open state Which opens the vent and alloWs gas 
?oW through the vent in a second direction; and 

an outer leaf having an open state and a closed state, the 
outer leaf in alignment With the inner leaf and de?ning 
a plane When they are in the closed state. 

2. Avalve as described in claim 1 Wherein When the inner 
leaf and the outer leaf are in the open state, a 100% open area 
for gas How in the second direction is created. 

3. Avalve as described in claim 2 Wherein the inner leaf 
includes inner lobes that align With the gas How in the 
second direction When the inner leaf is in the open state; and 
the outer leaf includes outer lobes that align With the gas 
How in the second direction When the outer leaf is in the 
open state. 

4. A valve as described in claim 3 Wherein inner lobes 
oppose associated outer lobes and move away from each 
other When the inner leaf and the outer leaf go from the 
closed state to the open state. 

5. Avalve as described in claim 4 Wherein the inner leaf 
has an inner portion that ?xes to the vent. 

6. Avalve as described in claim 5 Wherein the outer leaf 
has an outer portion that ?xes to the vent. 

7. Avalve as described in claim 6 Wherein the inner lobes 
extend outward from the inner portion. 

8. Avalve as described in claim 7 Wherein the outer lobes 
extend inWard from the outer portion. 

9. Avalve as described in claim 8 Wherein the inner leaf 
is made from a ?rst sheet of thin ?exible material, the outer 
leaf is made from a second sheet of thin ?exible rnaterial, 
both sheets of Which are centric to each other and are cut into 
a speci?c pattern. 

10. Avalve as described in claim 9 including inner bolts 
Which secure the inner portion to the vent; and including 
outer bolts Which secure the outer portion to the vent. 

11. A method for controlling gas ?oW through a vent 
comprising the steps of: 

moving an inner leaf and an outer leaf in alignment With 
the inner leaf on the vent from a closed state Which 
covers the vent and blocks gas ?oW through the vent in 
a ?rst direction to an open state Which opens the vent 
and alloWs gas ?oW through the vent in a second 
direction With gas ?oW moving in the second direction 
through the vent, the inner leaf and the outer leaf 
de?ning a plane When they are in the closed state; and 

stopping the gas How in the second direction alloWing the 
inner leaf and the outer leaf to each move to the closed 
state. 
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12. Arnethod as described in claim 11 Wherein the moving 

step includes the step of moving the inner and outer leafs to 
create a 100% open area. 

13. A method as described in claim 12 Wherein the 
moving step includes the step of moving inner lobes of the 
inner leaf into alignment with the gas How in the second 
direction When the inner leaf is in the open state and outer 
lobes of the outer leaf in the second direction When the outer 
leaf is in the open state. 

14. A method as described in claim 13 Wherein the 
moving step includes the step of moving the inner lobes and 
outer lobes associated With the inner lobes away from each 
other When the inner leaf and the outer leaf go from the 
closed state to the open state. 

15. A valve for a vent comprising: 
an inner leaf having a closed state Which covers the vent 

and blocks gas ?oW through the vent in a ?rst direction, 
and an open state Which opens the vent and alloWs gas 
?oW through the vent in a second direction, the inner 
leaf includes inner lobes that align With the gas How in 
the second direction When the inner leaf is in the open 
state; and 

an outer leaf having a closed state and an open state, the 
outer leaf opposing the inner leaf, the outer leaf 
includes outer lobes that align With the gas How in the 
second direction When the outer leaf is in the open state, 
the inner lobes oppose associated outer lobes and move 
away from each other When the inner leaf and the outer 
leaf go from the closed state to the open state. 

16. A valve as described in claim 15 Wherein When the 
inner leaf and the outer leaf are in the open state, a 100% 
open area for gas How in the second direction is created. 

17. Avalve as described in claim 16 Wherein the inner leaf 
has an inner portion that ?xes to the vent. 

18. Avalve as described in claim 17 Wherein the outer leaf 
has an outer portion that ?xes to the vent. 

19. A valve as described in claim 18 Wherein the inner 
lobes extend outward from the inner portion. 

20. A method for controlling gas ?oW through a vent 
comprising the steps of: 
moving inner lobes of an inner leaf and outer lobes of an 

outer leaf opposing the inner leaf on the vent from a 
closed state Which covers the vent and blocks gas ?oW 
through the vent in a ?rst direction to an open state 
Which opens the vent and alloWs gas ?oW through the 
vent in a second direction With gas ?oW moving in the 
second direction through the vent by moving the inner 
lobes and outer lobes associated With the inner lobes 
away from each other When the inner leaf and the outer 
leaf go from the closed state to the open state; and 

stopping the gas How in the second direction alloWing the 
inner leaf and the outer leaf to each move to the closed 
state. 
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