
(12) United States Patent 
Di Girolamo 

US006553690B2 

(10) Patent N0.: 
(45) Date of Patent: 

US 6,553,690 B2 
Apr. 29, 2003 

(54) 

(75) 

(73) 

(*) 

(21) 
(22) 
(65) 

(63) 

(51) 
(52) 
(58) 

(56) 

VENTILATED FOOTWEAR 

Inventor: Mario Di Girolamo, Chorneday Laval 
(CA) 

Assignee: Opal Limited, Nassau (BS) 

Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. 

Appl. No.: 10/016,425 

Filed: Dec. 10, 2001 

Prior Publication Data 

US 2002/0095819 A1 Jul. 25, 2002 

Related US. Application Data 

Continuation of application No. 09/430,791, ?led on Oct. 
29, 1999, now abandoned. 

Int. Cl.7 ................................................ .. A43B 7/08 

US. Cl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 36/3 R; 36/3 B 

Field of Search ......................... .. 36/3 B, 3 R, 3 A 

References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

80,518 A 7/1868 Thomas 
425,254 A 4/1890 Rau 
452,655 A 5/1891 Valiant 
760,401 A * 5/1904 Sandmeyer 
895,950 A 8/1908 Von Bracht 
997,658 A 7/1911 Duncan 

1,086,925 A 2/1914 Loffler 
1,103,874 A 7/1914 Halley 
1,128,391 A 2/1915 Valiant 
1,317,161 A 9/1919 Hay 
1,962,822 A 6/1934 Kiakaii 
RE19,494 E 3/1935 Glidden et al. 
2,027,757 A 1/1936 Whit?eld et al. 
2,190,802 A * 2/1940 Powell 
2,266,476 A 12/1941 Riess 
2,318,148 A 5/1943 Ettelbrick, Sr. et al. 
2,344,762 A 3/1944 Wylie 

2,408,792 A 10/1946 Morgolin 

(List continued on neXt page.) 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

BE 534562 1/1955 
EP 0 100 067 A2 7/1983 
EP 350103 * 1/1990 
EP 0 350 103 A2 1/1990 
EP 0 437 869 A2 7/1991 
FR 854.586 1/1939 
FR 1.024.960 1/1953 
FR 1.310.482 1/1961 
FR 2 109 206 10/1970 
FR 2116790 7/1972 
FR 2 515 938 11/1981 
FR 2 614 510 4/1987 
WO 95/13716 5/1995 
WO 98/14081 4/1998 

Primary Examiner—Ted Kavanaugh 
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Dykema Gossett PLLC 

(57) ABSTRACT 

The ventilated footwear comprises a lower part incorporat 
ing a sole, an upper part coupled to the lower part and shaped 
to receive a foot of a wearer. The upper part has an arch 
portion and is provided with an inside surface adapted to 
permit air circulation therethrough, and an outside surface 
provided with ventilation holes located in the arch portion of 
the upper part of the footwear. Awaterproof and breathable 
membrane is sandwiched between the inside and outside 
surfaces in the arch portion of the upper part of the footwear 
across the holes. Furthermore, an insole is preferably dis 
posed into the footwear. The insole has an arch portion 
adj acently located to the arch portion of the upper part of the 
footwear. The upper layer of the insole is adapted to permit 
air circulation therethrough. The insole has a bottom layer 
provided with transverse intersecting channels extending 
inwardly from a peripheral edge of the insole. At least one 
of the channels is adjacent to the holes located in the arch 
portion of the outside surface of the upper part of the 
footwear. The channels are provided with openings in com 
munication with the upper layer. 

11 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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VENTILATED FOOTWEAR 

This application is a continuation of US. application Ser. 
No. 09/430,791 ?led on Oct. 29, 1999 noW abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to ventilated footWear. More 
speci?cally, the present invention relates to footWear having 
openings in the arch area of the upper, a Waterproof and 
breathable membrane across said openings, and a compress 
ible insole With openings in the top side in communication 
With channels on the underside Which are in communication 
With the openings in the arch area of the upper for ventilating 
the interior of a footWear. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many kinds of footWear, such as athletic shoes, everyday 
Walking shoes, and Work boots have the draWback of poor 
ventilation. The inherent con?ning of the foot does not alloW 
it to breathe, causing the foot to perspire and thereby 
promoting the development of bacteria, fungi and the like as 
Well as the accompanying unpleasant odors and skin prob 
lems. 

There have been various attempts to solve the problem of 
ventilating a shoe. A plethora of footWear constructions 
having various ventilation arrangements are knoWn in the 
art. Openings in the upper are Well knoWn but suffer from the 
obvious problem of admitting debris and Water. Complicated 
valve arrangements have been suggested by the prior art to 
close the opening. Many of the approaches have included a 
pumping means encased Within the sole of the shoe, some 
times in communication With the openings in the upper. 
Generally, the Weight of the foot is used to compress a 
bladder and force air out of apertures to ventilate the foot. 
Problems have also eXisted With failure of the bladder to 
rein?ate. The shape and position of the bladder, or air pump, 
has been such that enough Weight is alWays on it to prevent 
full in?ation. Such mechanisms are typically prohibitively 
eXpensive to build into footWear and such complicated 
multi-component mechanisms are prone to failure and given 
that most of these prior art devices are built into the shoe, 
they are not easily repairable or replaceable. 

There are also a variety of other solutions disclosed in 
order to improve ventilation, such as that disclosed in US. 
Pat. No. 5,044,096. In this patent, the outsole is coupled to 
an insole, in Which holes are traversing the thickness of the 
combined insole/outsole structure. The sole structure has a 
microporous, Waterproof membrane disposed betWeen the 
insole and the outsole, in order to alloW the transpiration of 
the foot While keeping the foot dry. Aprimary disadvantage 
of that systems is that the openings to the exterior of the 
footWear are generally disposed a substantial part of the time 
against a surface, and such surface itself may be a source of 
hot air, for eXample hot road pavement. Another disadvan 
tage With this solution is that since the holes for breathing 
are on the bottom of the outsole, the holes are often blocked 
by mud, dust or the like debris, resulting in the inef?cient 
operation of the ventilation system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An article of footWear comprising: 
a loWer part incorporating a sole, 
an upper part coupled to said loWer part and shaped to 

receive a foot of a Wearer, said upper part having an 
arch portion With a plurality of openings providing 
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2 
communication betWeen the outside of the upper part 
and the interior of the upper part, 

a Waterproof, breathable membrane across the openings, 
and 

a compressible insole With openings in the top side in 
communication With channels on the underside Which 
are in communication With the openings in the arch 
area of the upper part, 
for ventilating the interior of a footWear. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention and its advantages Will be more 
easily understood after reading the folloWing non-restrictive 
description of preferred embodiments thereof, made With 
reference to the folloWing draWings Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a preferred embodiment of 
the ventilated footWear according to the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an eXploded vieW of the arch portion of the 
footWear. 

FIG. 3 is an under vieW of the insole. 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of a insole operatively 

inserted Within a footWear. 

FIG. 5 is a cross-longitudinal vieW of a channel commu 
nicating With the arch portion of the insole of FIG. 3 taken 
along the line V—V. 

FIG. 6 is a cross-vieW of the insole of FIG. 3 taken along 
the line VI—VI. 

FIG. 7 is a cross-vieW of the insole of FIG. 3 taken along 
the line VII—VII. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

With reference to FIGS. 1 to 4, ventilated footWear (10) 
according to the present invention comprises a loWer part 
(12) incorporating a sole (14), an upper part (16) coupled to 
the loWer part (12) and shaped to receive a foot of a Wearer. 
The upper part (16) may be of any type of footWear (an 
athletic shoe, a Work boot, a hiking boot, etc.) and may be 
of any type of material (canvas, leather, synthetic leather, 
vinyl, plastic, etc.). These materials have a Wide range of 
breathability, but often the construction of the upper part 
(16), particularly because of the use of adhesives, substan 
tially reduce the breathability of the upper part (16). 
The upper part (16) may also have a lining (20) to provide 

a comfortable interior surface to be in contact With the foot 
and/or sock of the Wearer. Such linings are typically Woven 
or non-Woven textiles, and may have Wicking properties. 
The upper part (16) may be treated With oils, silicone or the 
like to provide Water resistant or Water proof properties. Of 
course, such treatments usually interfere With the breathabil 
ity of the material comprising the upper part. Waterproof and 
breathable membranes such as that sold under the GORE 
TEX trademark are often also used on the inside of the upper 
part of footWear to provide Water resistance With the inten 
tion of minimiZing the interference With the breathability of 
the material comprising the upper part (16). 
The upper part (16) has an arch portion (18) located on the 

medial side of the footWear. Aplurality of openings (24) are 
located in the arch portion (18) of the upper part (16) of the 
footWear on the outside (22) thereof. The greater the number 
of openings (24) and the larger the openings (24) the greater 
degree of ventilation may be provided. The openings (24) 
may be arranged in almost any con?guration to satisfy the 
aesthetic requirements of the design of the footWear. 
Typically, the openings (24) Will be in the order of a feW mm 
in diameter. 
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AWaterproof, breathable membrane (26) larger than the 
area of the openings (24) is secured to the upper part (16) 
across the openings. The membrane (26) is preferably made 
of material such as the material knoWn by the trademark 
GORETEX or another equivalent material. Such material 
alloWs air and Water vapor to move across it, but does not 
alloW Water in liquid form to move across it. In the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, membrane (26) is secured to 
the interior (20) of the upper part (16) and may be secured 
betWeen the upper part and any interior lining, although is 
contemplated that it may be secured to the exterior of the 
upper part (16). The membrane (26) may be secured by 
adhesive about the periphery or adhesive tape or stitched, 
although stitching may require the stitch holes to be sealed 
to ensure that the stitch holes do not admit Water to the 
interior of the footWear. 

The membrane may also be combined With a lining 
material Which may be particularly advantageous When the 
membrane is to be disposed on the interior of the upper part 
With no liner betWeen it and the foot (or sock over the foot) 
of the Wearer. 

Given the usual location and general con?guration of the 
structure of the present invention, the membrane of the 
preferred embodiment is generally a half circle in shape as 
shoWn in FIG. 2. 

An insole (28) is preferably disposed into the footWear 
and it is preferably made of a resilient and compressible 
material, such as polyurethane, although EVA and other such 
materials may be used. The insole (28) is shaped to ?t Within 
the upper part and is contoured to provide a comfortable 
footbed for the foot of the Wearer. Insoles of this type are 
Well knoWn, an example of one such footbed can be found 
in US. Pat. No. Des. 290,423. The contouring of the insole 
includes an arch portion (30) Which extends upWardly (see 
FIG. 4) to provide support and comfort for the medial arch 
of the foot of the Wearer. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, a plurality 
of openings (40) are provided substantially vertically 
through the thickness of the insole (28). As With the open 
ings (24) in the upper part, the greater the number of 
openings (40) and the larger the openings (40) the greater 
degree of ventilation may be provided by the invention. The 
siZe and shape of the openings (40) are limited only to the 
extent that the support and comfort function of the insole 
(28) Would be compromised. The openings (40) may be 
arranged in a variety of con?gurations, again With consid 
eration of the support and comfort function of the insole in 
mind, and With consideration of the structure of the bottom 
side of the insole as discussed beloW. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, a lining 
material (32) preferably made of a quilted textile such as the 
one knoWn by the trademark CAMBRELLE is secured to 
the top surface in order to provide a comfortable surface for 
the foot of the Wearer as Well as air circulation and Wicking 
properties. An alternative lining material such as kidskin 
leather may also be employed. In the case Where a lining 
material such as the CAMBRELLE textile is employed, the 
openings (40) may not have to extend through the lining 
material; hoWever, in the case Where kidskin leather is 
employed, it is desirable that the openings (40) pass through 
the lining material in order to maximiZe breathability. 

The bottom of the insole is provided With a plurality of 
substantially horiZontal grooves or channels (36) in register 
With the substantially vertical openings (40) through the 
thickness of the insole (28) such that the channels (36) are 
in communication With the openings (40). The channels may 
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4 
be arranged in a variety of con?gurations With consideration 
of the location of the substantially vertical openings (40) 
through the thickness of the insole (28) as Well as the support 
and comfort function of the insole (28) in mind. 
The durometer of the insole (28) material, the thickness of 

the insole (28), and the depth of the channels (36) should be 
selected such that When a person Walks or runs, the insole 
(28) should substantially compress to provide a pumping 
action but alloW the channels (36) to remain open in order 
to permit adequate air circulation. The Weight of the Wearer 
must, of course be taken into account in making such 
selections. Such selections are Within the abilities of one of 
ordinary skill in the art and the ranges are not particularly 
different than that generally presently employed. 
The plurality of channels (36) are arranged to be in 

communication With a plurality of channels (42) Which 
extend to the upWardly extending arch portion (30) of the 
insole (see FIG. 4). These channels (42) are located so as to 
be in register With the openings (24) in the upper part. In an 
alternative embodiment of the invention, the channels (42) 
extending to the upWardly extending arch portion (30) of the 
insole may terminate in a cavity located in the upWardly 
extending arch portion (30) underside of the insole (28) and 
that cavity Would be in communication the plurality of the 
openings (24) in the upper part. 
As is apparent from a study of the structure shoWn and 

described, upon even the minimal almost imperceptible 
rocking a person experiences When standing still and even 
more so in the course of Walking, the insole (28) compresses 
resulting in air being pumped through the channels (36) (42) 
and through the openings (24) in the upper part. As the 
Wearer’s foot is lifted off the ground, and the insole (28) 
expands to its uncompressed state, loW pressure is created 
Within the interior of the upper part and air is thereby draWn 
into the upper part through the openings (24) therein, 
through the channels (36) (42). Because of the properties of 
the membrane (26) across the openings, air carrying Water 
vapor may pass out of the interior of the footWear and fresh 
air but not Water in liquid state or debris may pass into the 
shoe. The openings (40) through the thickness of the insole 
permit the circulation of air to extend to that portion of the 
interior of the footWear above the insole and closer to the 
foot of the Wearer. 

The present invention may be provided to a footWear 
manufacturer or even a shoe repair facility as a kit compris 
ing a template for the openings (24) in the upper part (16), 
an insole (28) constructed according to the invention and a 
membrane (26) With adhesive means. Alternatively, the 
insole can be sold separately for insertion in any kind of shoe 
that is provided With holes but not necessarily provided With 
a membrane. Of course, such a combination Would provide 
ventilation but not Waterproof capabilities, unless the shoe is 
provided With a Waterproof membrane across the holes. As 
mentioned herein, the present invention may be employed in 
Wide variety of footWear types employing a Wide variety of 
materials. The overall cost of adding the present invention to 
footWear is loW compared to other ventilation schemes. 

It should be understood that the present invention relates 
to a ventilated footWear (10) such as, regular shoes, athletic 
shoes, outdoor shoes, casual shoes, ski boots and ?shing 
boots, Where there is a need to ventilate the foot of a Wearer, 
and is meant to include, but is not limited to: all categories 
of children’s, Women’s and men’s footWear; basketball, 
football, soccer, tennis, golf, bicycle shoes; skates (ice or 
inline); coWboy boots; Work boots and shoes; military boots 
and shoes; nurse’s, doctor’s and other medical personnel’s 
shoes. 
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It should also be understood that the holes on the upper 
part of the shoe could be placed anywhere else on the shoe 
With appropriate conduits betWeen the holes and the chan 
nels of the insole, and such a modi?cation falls Within the 
skill of a person versed in this ?eld. Furthermore, it is 
apparent that the Waterproof membrane can be located on 
the outside of the shoe or on the inside of the shoe, as long 
as the membrane is properly protected from accidental 
rupture, Which Would remove the Waterproof properties of 
the membrane. 

Although the present invention has been explained herein 
above by Way of a preferred embodiment thereof, it should 
be pointed out that any modi?cation to this preferred 
embodiment Within the scope of the present description is 
not deemed to alter or change the nature and scope of the 
present invention, as de?ned in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An article of footWear comprises: 
an upper part having a plurality of openings directly 

formed in the upper part in an arch portion thereof, said 
upper part being shaped to receive a foot of a Wearer, 
said plurality of openings providing communication 
betWeen an exterior of the upper part and an interior of 
the upper part and comprising tWo-Way air ?oW open 
ings extending betWeen the interior and the exterior of 
the upper part and alloWing a How of air both in and out 
of the article of footWear; 

a Waterproof, breathable membrane attached to said upper 
part across the plurality of openings; 

there being no dust or mud protector on the article of 
footWear outWardly of the upper part adjacent the air 
?oW openings; and 

a compressible insole having an upper surface providing 
a foot bed for the foot of the Wearer, and a bottom 
surface having a plurality of outWardly open channels 
formed therein in communication With the plurality of 
openings in the arch portion of the upper part, said 
plurality of channels serving to guide the How of air 
both in and out of the article of footWear via the air ?oW 
openings and the membrane. 
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2. The article of footWear according to claim 1, Wherein 

said compressible insole further comprises a plurality of 
substantially vertical through openings in register and com 
munication With said plurality of channels. 

3. The article of footWear according to claim 1, Wherein 
said compressible insole further comprises a textile lining 
disposed on an upper side of said insole. 

4. The article of footWear according to claim 1, Wherein 
said arch portion is located on a medial side of said upper 
part, and said compressible insole further comprises an 
upWardly extending portion in said arch portion. 

5. The article of footWear according to claim 4, Wherein 
said upWardly extending portion has a plurality of channels 
in communication With one or more of said plurality of 
channels on the bottom surface of said compressible insole. 

6. The article of footWear according to claim 5, Wherein 
said plurality of channels in said upWardly extending portion 
in the arch portion located on said medial side are in register 
and communication With said plurality of openings in said 
upper part. 

7. The article of footWear of claim 5, Wherein said 
plurality of channels in said upWardly extending portion in 
the arch portion of said compressible insole located on said 
medial side terminate in a cavity in said compressible insole 
that is in communication With said plurality of openings in 
said upper part. 

8. The article of footWear of claim 1, further comprising: 
a loWer part incorporating a sole. 
9. The article of footWear of claim 1, Wherein said 

membrane is a siZe approximating an area covering a surface 
area of said plurality of openings. 

10. The article of footWear of claim 1, Wherein said 
membrane is a siZe having dimensions approximating an 
area larger than a surface area covering said plurality of 
openings. 

11. The article of footWear of claim 1, Wherein each of 
said plurality of openings has a diameter approximating a 
feW millimeters. 


