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the propeller. The torque produced by the drag of ?ns as the 
aircraft rotates in the opposite direction reacting the torque 
of the propeller equal to the torque of the propeller necessary 
to achieve hover. The rotational inertia of aircraft is made 
equal to the rotational inertia of the propeller. 
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MINIATURE VERTICAL TAKEOFF AND 
LANDING AIRCRAFT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to the ?eld of model aircraft and, in 
particular, to vertical takeoff and landing aircraft. 

2. Description of Related Art 
One of the problems in building micro-siZed vertical 

takeoff and landing (VTOL) aircraft is to make them light 
enough to maintain ?ight and to counteract the gyroscopic 
effects of the rotating fan or propeller so that stable ?ight is 
obtained. On a model helicopter aircraft, it is dif?cult, but 
not impossible to design a tail rotor to balance the torque. An 
example of a toy helicopter design can be found in US. Pat. 
No. 5,836,545 Rotary Wing Model Aircraft, by R. E. Arlton, 
et al. A small tWo-cycle engine is used to poWer both the 
main and tail rotors. A gear assembly alloWs the tail rotor to 
be driven at three times the speed of the main rotor to 
balance torque. 

Of course, counter-rotating propellers Would generally 
solve the stability problem, but it overly complicates the 
design of the vehicle and raises its cost. Another approach is 
disclosed in US. Pat. No. 5,634,839 Toy aircraft And 
Method For Remotely Controlling Same by D. Dixon. Here 
a pair of horiZontally ducted propellers are mounted to a 
frame. Also mounted to the frame are a pair of Wings. The 
propellers provide lift as Well as the Wings, Which rotate due 
to the frame reacting the torque of the propellers. While 
simpler than a helicopter, coupling poWer to the tWo pro 
pellers requires a complicated drive system. 

Thus, it is a primary object of the invention to provide a 
vertical takeoff and landing miniature aircraft. 

It is another primary object of the invention to provide a 
vertical takeoff and landing miniature aircraft that is inex 
pensive to manufacture. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a vertical 
takeoff and landing miniature aircraft that balances the 
rotational momentum of the propeller With counter rotation 
of the aircraft to provide stable ?ight. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is a vertical takeoff and landing aircraft 
including a holloW support structure. A motor is mounted 
vertically to the support structure. The motor, preferably an 
electric motor is included having a propeller for rotation in 
a horiZontal plane. ApoWer supply for the motor, preferably 
a capacitor is mounted to the support structure beloW the 
motor. A plurality of ?ns extend radially outWard from the 
capacitor. Vertical posts are connected to the ends of the ?ns 
that extend upWard and terminate in proximity to the rota 
tional plane of the propeller. A ring is mounted horiZontally 
to top of the vertical posts in proximity to the plane of the 
propeller to protect the propeller should the aircraft strike a 
Wall or the like. 

The torque produced by the drag of ?ns as the aircraft 
rotates in the opposite direction reacting the torque of said 
propeller is set equal to the torque of the propeller necessary 
to achieve hover. In addition, the rotational inertia of the 
aircraft is made equal to the rotational inertia of the propel 
ler. Thus the aircraft Will climb and descend in a stable 
manner. 

The novel features Which are believed to be characteristic 
of the invention, both as to its organiZation and method of 
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2 
operation, together With further objects and advantages 
thereof, Will be better understood from the folloWing 
description in connection With the accompanying draWings 
in Which the presently preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion is illustrated by Way of example. It is to be expressly 
understood, hoWever, that the draWings are for purposes of 
illustration and description only and are not intended as a 
de?nition of the limits of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the aircraft 

FIG. 2 is a side vieW of the aircraft. 

FIG. 3 is a top vieW of the aircraft. 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged vieW of the sWitching assembly 
controlling poWer from the capacitor to the motor. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIGS. 1—3, the aircraft, generally designated 
by numeral 10 includes a longitudinal axis or axis of rotation 
12. The aircraft 10 further includes a poWer source, as 
illustrated a cylindrical shaped capacitor 13. A sleeve 15 is 
bonded by its ?rst end 15A to the capacitor 14. A cylindrical 
shaped electric motor 18, having an output shaft 19, is 
bonded to the second end 15B of the sleeve 15 such that the 
motor is above and in a spaced relationship to the capacitor 
14. An electrical circuit assembly 20, Which Will be subse 
quently discussed, connects the motor 18 to the capacitor 14. 
A propeller 22 is connected to the output shaft 19 of the 
motor 18. 

Attached to the bottom end of the capacitor 14 are three 
thin ?at ?ns 24A, 24B and 24C, having a height 25. 
Attachment is accomplished by bonding the ?rst ends 26A 
to U shaped brackets 27 also bonded to the side of the 
capacitor 14 at its bottom end. They are equally spaced apart 
(120 degrees) With the angle indicated by numeral 28. The 
?ns 24A—C are preferably made of a very lightWeight 
material, such as balsa Wood and are designed to produce 
drag upon rotation of the aircraft. The second ends 30 of the 
?ns 24A—C are connected to three vertical posts 32A, 32B 
and 32C, respectively. The posts 32A—C extend upWard and 
terminate in proximity to the rotational plane of the propeller 
20 and join to a circular ring 34 that surrounds the propeller. 

Referring to FIG. 4, the capacitor 14 includes positive and 
negative terminals 40A and 40B and the motor 18 includes 
positive and negative terminals 41A and 41B. the sWitch 
assembly includes a double throW double pole sWitch 42 
having an actuation button 43 extending out a hole 44 in the 
sleeve 15. The sWitch is designed to either connect the 
capacitor 14 to the motor 18 or an electrical socket 48 
extending into hole 49 in the side of the sleeve 15. The 
terminal 40A is electrically connected to the socket 48 and 
the positive terminal 41A of the motor 18 by Wires 49A and 
49B respectively. The terminal 40B is connected to the 
socket 48 and sWitch 42 by Wires 50A and 50B. The sWitch 
42 is also connected to terminal 41B of the motor 18 by Wire 
51. Thus When the sWitch 42 has disconnected the terminal 
40B from the terminal 41B a plug 52 can be coupled to a 
battery (not shoWn) for charging the capacitor 14. 

After charging, the plug 52 is removed. The sWitch 42 is 
then used to connect the terminal 40B of the capacitor 14 to 
terminal 41B of the motor 18, Which Will start propeller 
rotation and initiate ?ight. When the motor 18 is started, the 
aircraft 10 Will take off vertically, With the ring 34 protecting 
the propeller 20 should the aircraft strike a structure. It 
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should be noted that there are numerous other Wiring con 
?gurations that Will Work. For example a switch that only 
couples the socket to the capacitor When the plug 52 is 
connected and automatically connects to the motor When the 
plug is removed. 

In the case of a helicopter the torque produced by the rotor 
blades is counteracted by the torque produced by the tail 
rotor. HoWever, in the subject vehicle, the voltage produced 
by the capacitor and thus the torque produced by the 
propeller is continuously decreasing. It has been found that 
the longest observed hover occurs When the propeller torque 
required for hover equals the drag produced by the aircraft. 
Since the drag for producing the “counter torque” is essen 
tially produced by the ?ns, drag is proportional to their siZe. 
Thus the ?ns are siZed to produce a drag torque equal to the 
propeller torque at hover. Thus initially, When the voltage is 
at its maximum, the aircraft Will rotate. When the voltage 
has dropped to near that required for hover, the aircraft’s 
rotation sloWs to a minimum. 

It is also important that the rotational inertia of the 
propeller is balanced by the inertia of the rest of the aircraft. 
When this is accomplished, the aircraft ?ies vertical upWard 
and doWnWard in a very stable manner. The inertia equations 
are as folloWs: 

Where: 

IP=moment of inertia of propeller 
IB=moment of inertia of components body of aircraft 
ZMB=mass of components of body of aircraft 
ZMp=mass of propeller 
RB=distance of center of mass of components from axis of 

rotation of aircraft 

Rp=distance of center of mass of propeller from center of 
rotation of aircraft 

The torque is handled in a similar Way: 

Where: 

TB=body torque due to aerodynamic resistance 
Tp=propeller torque 
ZDB=Drag of body summation 
ZDp=Propeller drag summation 
Np=Number of propeller blades 
NB=Number of ?ns 
RB=Center of drag distance from axis of rotation (half the 

span of the ?ns) 
Rp=Center of thrust of propeller blade distance form axis 

of rotation 
Thus it can be seen that the design for vertical takeoff and 

landing aircraft is simple to make and if the design consid 
erations outlined herein are folloWed, the aircraft Will rise 
and tend to hover and sloWly descend as the capacitor’s 
charge drops off. In addition, the aircraft Will be quite stable 
during the ?ight. 

While the invention has been described With reference to 
a particular embodiment, it should be understood that the 
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4 
embodiment is merely illustrative, as there are numerous 
variations and modi?cations, Which may be made by those 
skilled in the art. Thus, the invention is to be construed as 
being limited only by the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The invention has applicability to the model aircraft 
industry. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A vertical takeoff and landing aircraft comprising: 

a support structure; 

a motor mounted vertically to said support structure, said 
motor having a propeller for rotation in a horiZontal 
plane; 

a poWer supply for said motor mounted to said support 
structure beloW said motor; 

a plurality of ?ns having ?rst and second ends, said ?rst 
ends attached to said poWer supply, said plurality of ?ns 
extending radially outWard from said poWer supply and 
equally spaced from each other; 

vertical posts having ?rst and second ends, said ?rst ends 
of said vertical posts directly attached to said second 
ends of said plurality of ?ns and extending upWard; 

a ring mounted horiZontally to said second ends of said 
plurality of vertical posts in proximity to the rotational 
plane of and surrounding said propeller. 

2. The aircraft as set forth in claim 1 Wherein the torque 
produced by the drag of said ?ns opposes the torque of said 
propeller. 

3. The aircraft as set forth in claim 2 comprising the 
rotational inertia of said propeller equal to the rotational 
inertia of the remainder of the aircraft. 

4. The aircraft as set forth in claim 3 Wherein there are 
three ?ns. 

5. The aircraft as set forth in claim 4 Wherein said motor 
is and electric motor. 

6. The aircraft as set forth in claim 5 Where in said poWer 
supply is a capacitor. 

7. The aircraft as set forth in claim 6 further comprising: 

an electrical plug mounted on said support structure; and 
a sWitch mounted Within said support structure, said 

sWitch for either electrical coupling said capacitor to 
said motor or coupling said capacitor to said plug; 

such that said capacitor can be coupled to said plug for 
receiving a charging current or to said motor for 
poWering same. 

8. Avertical takeoff and landing aircraft having a support 
structure containing a motor mounted vertically to the 
support structure, the motor having a propeller for rotation 
in a horiZontal plane about a vertical axis, and a poWer 
supply; Wherein the torque produced by the drag of the 
support structure opposes the torque of the propeller, and the 
aircraft achieves hover When, the torque of the propeller is 
substantially equivalent to the torque of the support structure 
comprising: 

a plurality of ?ns having ?rst and second ends, said ?rst 
ends attached to the poWer supply, said plurality of ?ns 
extending radially outWard from the poWer supply and 
equally spaced from each other; 

vertical posts having ?rst and second ends, said ?rst ends 
of said vertical posts directly attached to said second 
ends of said plurality of ?ns and extending upWard. 

9. The aircraft as set forth in claim 8 comprising the 
rotational inertia of the propeller about the vertical axis 
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equal to the rotational inertia of the remainder of the aircraft 12. The aircraft as set forth in claim 11 Wherein the motor 
about the vertical axis. is an electric motor. 

10- The aircraft as Set forth in Claim 9 Comprising? 13. The aircraft as set forth in claim 12 Where in the poWer 

the poWer supply mounted vertically beloW the motor; Supply is a capacitor. 
5 a plurality of ?ns having ?rst and second ends, said ?rst 14. The aircraft as set forth in claim 13 further compris 

ends attached to the poWer supply; said plurality of ?ns ing; 
extending radially outWard from the poWer supply and 
equally spaced from each other; 

vertical posts having ?rst and second ends, said ?rst ends 
of said vertical posts attached to said second ends of 
said plurality of ?ns and extending upWard; 

an electrical plug mounted on said support structure; and 

a sWitch mounted Within said support structure, said 
10 sWitch for either electrical coupling the capacitor to the 

motor or coupling the capacitor to said plug; 

a ring mounted horiZontally to said second ends of said Such that the Capacitor can be coupled to Said Plug for 
plurality of vertical posts in proximity to the rotational receiving a Charging Current 0r to the motor for pOW 
plane of and surrounding said propeller. 15 ering same. 

11. The aircraft as set forth in 10 Wherein there are three 
?ns. * * * * * 
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