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DEVICE FOR LIMITING HEAD MOVEMENT 
WITHIN A HARD DISK DRIVE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to an element Which limits 

a movement of a head Within a hard disk drive assembly. 
2. Background Information 
Hard disk drives contain transducers that are magnetically 

coupled to one or more rotating disks. The transducers can 
Write and read information by magnetiZing the disk surface 
and sensing the magnetic ?eld that ?oWs from the disks, 
respectively. The transducers are integrated into a head that 
is mounted to a ?eXure arm. The head and ?eXure arm are 
typically referred to as a head gimbal assembly (HGA). 

The HGA’s of a hard disk drive are mounted to an 
actuator arm that is pivotally connected to a base plate of the 
drive. The drive may further include a voice coil motor that 
rotates the actuator arm and moves the heads across the 
surfaces of the disks. 

The disk drive may have a number of disks that are 
stacked onto a spin motor. There may be an HGA associated 
With each disk surface. The HGAs may be attached to the 
actuator arm so that rotation of the arm causes a correspond 
ing movement in all of the heads. The actuator arm may have 
a plurality of beams that each support a pair of HGAs. Some 
disk drives are manufactured Without a head coupled to 
every disk surface of the drive. To maintain the mechanical 
characteristics of the actuator arm assembly, “dummy” non 
active HGAs are typically attached to the actuator arm 
beams in lieu of the missing heads. 

Each head has an air bearing surface Which cooperates 
With an air ?oW generated by the rotating disks to create an 
air bearing betWeen the head and the disk surfaces. The air 
bearing prevents mechanical Wear betWeen the disks and the 
heads. 

The heads are essentially suspended from the actuator arm 
above or beloW the surfaces of the disks. Any shock or 
vibration loads essentially perpendicular to the disk surfaces 
may cause the heads to strike or “slap” the disks. Head 
slapping may damage both the heads and the disk. 
Head slapping typically occurs When the shock load is 

great enough to cause the head to “separate” aWay from the 
disk surface. The beams of the top and bottom actuator arm 
assemblies are typically thinner than other actuator arms 
since only one HGA is mounted to the actuator arm. This 
design minimiZes the overall ass movement of inertia for 
faster seek times. In these cases, the largest head slapping 
forces are typically associated With the top and bottom 
HGAs located adjacent to the base plate and the cover plate 
of the drive. There is also a relatively large amount of space 
betWeen the plates and the top and bottom HGAs. The large 
spaces alloW the heads to move aWay from the disk surfaces 
and then slap back onto the disks. 

The force required to create a head slap can be increased 
by reducing the length of the ?eXure arm. HoWever, reduc 
ing the length of the arm may create an undesirable change 
in other mechanical characteristics, such as larger actuator 
arm sWing, for example, on the hard drive assembly. It 
Would be desirable to provide a hard disk drive that limits 
the movement of an HGA Within the disk drive. It Would also 
be desirable to limit the movement of the HGA Without 
increasing the overall height of the hard disk drive. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One embodiment of the present invention is a hard disk 
drive assembly Which includes a limiter plate that is attached 
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2 
to an actuator arm. The limiter plate limits a movement of a 
?eXure arm that is attached to a head. The head is coupled 
to a disk. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top vieW of a hard disk drive assembly of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side sectional vieW of the disk drive assembly; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of a limiter plate Which limits 
a movement of a head Within the disk drive; and 

FIG. 4 is a side vieW of an alternate embodiment of the 
limiter plate Within a hard disk drive. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

One embodiment of the present invention is a hard disk 
drive assembly Which includes a limiter plate that is attached 
to an actuator arm. The limiter plate limits a movement of a 
?eXure arm that is attached to a head. The head is coupled 
to a disk. The limiter plate limits the distance that the head 
can move aWay from the disk. Limiting the movement of the 
head may reduce the impact force associated With the head 
slapping the disk. 

Referring to the draWings more particularly by reference 
numbers, FIGS. 1 and 2 shoW an embodiment of a hard disk 
drive assembly 10 of the present invention. The disk drive 
assembly 10 may include one or more disks 12 that are 
rotated by a spin motor 14. The spin motor 14 may be 
mounted to a base plate 16. Each disk 12 has a top surface 
18 and an opposite bottom surface 19. 
A plurality of heads 20 may be magnetically coupled to 

the disks 12. The heads 20 may each contain at least one 
transducer (not shoWn) that is electrically connected to 
electronic circuitry (also not shoWn) of the disk drive. The 
circuitry and transducers can Write and read information by 
magnetiZing and sensing the magnetic ?eld of the disks 12, 
respectively. 

Each head 20 is typically mounted to a ?eXure arm 22. 
The head 20 and ?eXure arm 22 are commonly referred to as 
a head gimbal assembly (HGA) 24. There is typically an 
HGA24 associated With each surface 18 and 19 of a disk 12. 
The HGAs 24 are mounted to beams 26 of an actuator arm 
28 that is pivotally mounted to the base plate 16. 

The actuator arm 28 may have a voice coil 30 that is 
coupled to a magnet assembly 32 Which is attached to the 
base plate 16. The voice coil 30 and magnet assembly 32 
provide a voice coil motor 34 Which can be actuated to rotate 
the arm 28 and move the heads 20 across the surfaces of the 
disks 12. The disks 12, HGAs 24, actuator arm 28 and voice 
coil motor 34 are enclosed by a cover 36 that is attached to 
the base plate 16. 

It is desirable to prevent movement of the heads 20 in a 
direction that is generally perpendicular to the disks 12, as 
indicated at “Z” and its associated arroWs shoWn in FIG. 2. 
This perpendicular Z movement may be induced by eXternal 
shock or vibration loads to the drive assembly 10. Z move 
ment of the heads 20 aWay from the disk surfaces may result 
in a counter movement back into the disks. The impact force 
of the heads 20 striking the disk surfaces 18 and 19 may 
damage the heads 20 and probably damage the disks 12. 
The disk drive 10 of the present invention may have a 

limiter plate 38 Which limits a Z movement of an adjacent 
?eXure arm 22. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the limiter plate 
38 may include a tab 40 that projects toWard a tip 41 of an 
adjacent ?eXure arm 22. The limiter plate tab 40 may have 
a Width that is smaller than the corresponding Width of the 
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?eXure arm 22, so that the tab 40 does not engage the rails 
42 typically formed in the arm 22. The limiter plate tab 40 
should have a length Which leaves a space 43 betWeen the 
tab 40 and the ?eXure arm 22 during normal operation of the 
drive. The space 43 should be suf?ciently Wide to accom 
modate manufacturing tolerances and insure that the tab 40 
does not inadvertently press against the ?eXure arm 22 
during the operation of the drive 10. The space 43 should 
also be suf?ciently narroW to prevent undesirable Z move 
ment of the head 20 aWay from the disk surface, 18, 19. 

The limiter plate 38 may include an aperture 44 and a lip 
46 Which alloW the plate 38 to be sWaged onto one of the 
beams 26 of the actuator arm 28. The limiter plate 38 can be 
attached to one side of the beam 26 While the ?eXure arm 22 

is sWaged onto the other side of the beam 26. 

The limiter plate 38 can be installed in lieu of an HGA. 
By Way of example, the disk drive 10 may have tWo limiter 
plates 38 and four HGAs 24 installed into a hard disk drive 
Which is originally designed to contain siX HGAs 24. In this 
manner the plate 38 can be incorporated into the disk drive 
10 Without increasing the overall height of the drive 10. 

The plate 38 may further have a step 48. The step 48 may 
alloW the plate 38 to be installed in lieu of an HGA Without 
changing the shipping and loading combs typically associ 
ated With the hard disk drive. 

By limiting the Z movement of the ?eXure arm 22 and 
head 20 aWay from the disk surface, the limiter plate 38 
limits the momentum and corresponding impact force of the 
head 20 slapping the disk 12. When the drive is subjected to 
a shock load, such as a shock load that is in the Z direction, 
for example, the corresponding forces Will cause both the 
?eXure arm 22 and the limiter plate 38 to move either up or 

doWn. The limiter plate 38 may be stiffer than the ?eXure 
arm 22 so that the plate 38 has relatively less ?eXure than the 
arm 22. Therefore, the limiter plate 38 of the present 
invention, particularly in an upWard or doWnWard direction, 
limits the movement of the arm 22 and the head 20 aWay 
from the disk 12. Thus, the invented limiter plate 38 limits 
the movement of the head 20 aWay from the surfaces 18, 19 
of the disk 12 to inhibit damage to the head 20 and disk 12. 

The limiter arm 38 may also have a mechanical transfer 

function that insures that the plate 38 does not move in phase 
With the ?eXure arm 22 during shock or vibrational loading. 
The mechanical transfer function also may limit the move 
ment of the head 20 aWay from the disk 12. 

FIG. 4 shoWs another embodiment of a limiter plate 38‘. 
In the alternative embodiment, a bumper 50 is provided to 
dampen the force of the ?eXure arm 22 striking the plate 38‘ 
if the arm 22 strikes the plate 38‘ due to shock loads along 
the Z direction. The bumper 50 can be constructed from an 
elastomeric material such as rubber Which is pressed into a 
corresponding aperture 52 ?rmed in distal end 53 of the 
limiter plate 38‘. 

While certain eXemplary embodiments have been 
described and shoWn in the accompanying draWings, it is to 
be understood that such embodiments are merely illustrative 
of and not restrictive on the broad invention, and that this 
invention not be limited to the speci?c constructions and 
arrangements shoWn and described, since various other 
modi?cations may occur to those ordinarily skilled in the art. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A hard disk drive assembly, comprising: 
a disk that has a surface; 
a spin motor that rotates said disk; 
a head coupled to said surface of said disk; 
an actuator arm that has an e-block; 

a ?eXure arm that has a proXimal end attached to said 
e-block of said actuator arm and a distal end attached 
to said head; 

a voice coil motor that is coupled to said actuator arm and 
moves said head across said surface of said disk; and, 

a limiter plate that is not attached to said ?eXure arm, said 
limiter plate has a proXimal end attached to said e-block 
of said actuator arm and a distal end that is not in 
contact With said ?eXure arm during normal operation 
of the hard disk drive and Which limits a movement of 
said ?eXure arm. 

2. The hard disk drive of claim 1, Wherein said limiter 
plate includes a tab that eXtends toWard said ?eXure arm. 

3. The hard disk drive of claim 1, Wherein said limiter 
includes a bumper that eXtends toWard said ?eXure arm. 

4. The hard disk drive of claim 3, Wherein said bumper is 
constructed from an elastomeric material. 

5. The hard disk drive of claim 4, Wherein said elasto 
meric bumper is pressed into said limiter plate. 

6. The hard disk drive of claim 1, Wherein said ?eXure arm 
and said limiter plate are sWaged into said actuator arm. 

7. The hard disk drive as recited in claim 1, Wherein said 
limiter plate has a step. 

8. A hard disk drive assembly, comprising: 
a disk that has a surface; 
a spin motor that rotates said disk; 
an actuator arm that has an e-block Which has a plurality 

of beams, each beam having a ?rst side and a second 
side; 

a ?eXure arm that is attached to said ?rst side of said 

beam; 
a head that is mounted to said ?eXure arm and coupled to 

said disk; 
a voice coil motor that is coupled to said actuator arm and 
moves said head across said surface of said disk; and, 

a limiter plate that is attached to said second side of said 
actuator arm beam and is not in contact With said 
?eXure arm during normal operation of the hard disk 
drive and Which limits a movement of said ?eXure arm. 

9. The hard disk drive of claim 8, Wherein said limiter 
plate includes a tab that eXtends toWard said ?eXure arm. 

10. The hard disk drive of claim 9 Wherein said tab is 
dimensioned to provide a space betWeen said limiter plate 
and said ?eXure arm. 

11. The hard disk drive of claim 10 Wherein the space 
provided betWeen said limiter plate and said ?eXure arm is 
suf?ciently Wide to accommodate manufacturing tolerances. 

12. The hard disk drive of claim 10 Wherein the space 
provided betWeen said limiter plate and said ?eXure arm is 
suf?ciently narroW to inhibit an undesirable movement of 

said ?eXure arm. 

13. The hard disk drive of claim 12 Wherein the space 
provided betWeen said limiter plate and said ?eXure arm is 
suf?ciently narroW to inhibit undesirable movement of said 
?eXure arm aWay from said disk. 

14. The hard disk drive of claim 8, Wherein said limiter 
plate includes a bumper that eXtends toWard said ?eXure 
arm. 
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15. The hard disk drive of claim 14 wherein said bumper 
is dimensioned to provide a space between said limiter plate 
and said ?eXure arm. 

16. The hard disk drive of claim 15 wherein the space 
provided between said limiter plate and said ?eXure arm is 
sufficiently narrow to inhibit an undesirable movement of 

said ?eXure arm. 

17. The hard disk drive of claim 10, wherein said bumper 
is constructed from an elastomeric material. 

6 
18. The hard disk drive of claim 17, wherein said elas 

tomeric bumper is pressed into said limiter plate. 
19. The hard disk drive of claim 8, wherein said ?eXure 

arm and said limiter plate are swaged into said actuator arm 
beam. 

20. The hard disk drive as recited in claim 8, wherein said 
limiter plate has a step. 

* * * * * 


