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(57) ABSTRACT 

An eyeglass holder adapted to be used With a pair of 
eyeglasses. The eyeglass holder includes an elongated, nar 
roW generally V-shaped substantially rigid loop having an 
open central area de?ned by tWo upWardly diverging slender 
side portions or legs connected together at a narroW distal 
loWer tip of the loop. An eyelet is provided connected to a 
top portion of the loop so that the eyeglass holder may be 
suspended about the neck. The open central area is of a siZe 
suf?cient for a temple side piece of a pair of folded eye 
glasses to be hung over and receive support betWeen the side 
portions at a point just above the distal loWer tip Whereby the 
temple side piece becomes suf?ciently Wedged Within the 
loop so as to enhance retention of the eyeglasses in the 
eyeglass holder during active body movement. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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EYEGLASS HOLDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION SCOPE 
OF INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to eyeglass holders, and 
more particularly to an eyeglass holder Worn about the neck 
and having enhanced eyeglass retention properties. PRIOR 
ART 

When eyeglasses are not in use, they are often carried in 
a protective case, in a pocket or purse or about the neck by 
an elongated lanyard connected to each end of the side 
temples of the eyeglasses. Only in the later case are the 
eyeglasses ready for quick use and easily accessible. 

HoWever, With the use of the lanyard, the eyeglasses 
themselves Will dangle and sWing violently With body 
movement and are also typically in an orientation Where the 
lenses are someWhat horiZontally oriented and serve as a 
secondary bib or tray to collect food and other particles that 
drop either from one’s hands or mouth. 

Applicant is aWare of a number of devices Which are 
intended to hold the eyeglasses in a readily accessible 
position at the front of the upper torso and are also intended 
to be someWhat restrictive as to the movement of eyeglasses 
When supported in these devices. HoWever, applicant has 
found that all of these devices in one form or another are 
lacking in their ability to truly retain the folded eyeglasses 
in upright orientation about the pivotal stem joint of the 
eyeglass frames during normal body and torso movement. 

The folloWing prior art is included in such previously 
patented devices Which exhibit such a shortcoming:. 

U.S. Pat. No. 2,634,470 to DeGrafft, Jr. 
U.S. Pat. No. 3,956,795 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,894,887 to Ward, II 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,078,484 to Vaughn 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,305,934 to Grey 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,319,838 to Eppenauer 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,551,126 to Wallo 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,893,198 to DeCotis 
The present invention provides a very simple and deco 

rative eyeglass holder adapted to be used With a pair of 
eyeglasses for supportively retaining a pair of folded eye 
glasses in a generally vertical position against the front 
upper torso of the user. The present invention further pro 
vides for enhanced retention of the eyeglasses Within the 
holder during active and aggressive body movement so that 
the eyeglasses remain fully engaged and supported Within 
the eyeglass holder of the present invention. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is directed to an eyeglass holder adapted to 
be used With a pair of eyeglasses. The eyeglass holder 
includes an elongated, narroW generally V-shaped substan 
tially rigid loop having an open central area de?ned by tWo 
upWardly diverging slender side portions or legs connected 
together at a narroW distal loWer tip of the loop. An eyelet 
is provided connected to a top portion of the loop so that the 
eyeglass holder may be suspended about the neck. The open 
central area is of a siZe sufficient for a temple side piece of 
a pair of folded eyeglasses to be hung over and receive 
support betWeen the side portions at a point just above the 
distal loWer tip Whereby the temple side piece becomes 
sufficiently Wedged Within the loop so as to enhance reten 
tion of the eyeglasses in the eyeglass holder during active 
body movement. 
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2 
It is therefore an object of this invention to provide an 

eyeglass holder adapted to be used With a pair of eyeglasses 
for supporting the eyeglasses in a generally upright orien 
tation against the front upper torso and clothing of the user. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an eyeglass 
holder for eyeglasses With enhanced retention characteristics 
so that the eyeglasses are much less prone to be inadvert 
ently dislodged from the holder itself. 

It is still another object of this invention to provide an 
eyeglass holder adapted to be supported by a continuous 
necklace about the neck and for retaining a pair of eye 
glasses in a secure and substantially undislodgeable upright 
orientation against the front of the torso of the user. 

In accordance With these and other objects Which Will 
become apparent hereinafter, the instant invention Will noW 
be described With reference to the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective vieW of the invention in use 
attached to a necklace surrounding the neck of a user. 

FIG. 2 is a side elevation vieW of a portion of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the invention as shoWn in 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged vieW in the direction of arroWs 4—4 
in FIG. 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring noW to the draWings, the invention in a pre 
ferred embodiment thereof is shoWn generally at numeral 10 
attached to a necklace 14 formed of ?exible ornamental 
material and adapted in siZe to be ?tted about the neck of a 
user. The invention 10 further includes an elongated eye 
glass holder shoWn generally at 12 made attachable to the 
necklace 14 by an eyelet 18 connected at the upper end 16c 
of the eyeglass holder 12. 
The eyeglass holder 12 includes an elongated rigid or 

semi-rigid narroWly V-shaped loop 16 having upWardly 
divergent side portions or legs 16a and 16b Which are 
connected together at a loWer distal tip 22 of loop 16. The 
eyelet 18 is connected to an upper horiZontal portion 16c of 
the frame or loop 16 Which, in combination With side 
portions 16a and 16b, de?ne an open central area 32. 
When vieWed from the side as best seen in FIGS. 2 and 

3, the frame 16 has an outWardly arcuate or convex con 
?guration With respect to the torso C of the user for 
enhanced retention properties of a pair of eyeglasses shoWn 
generally at G, Which properties for retention are described 
in more detail herebeloW. 

The present invention 10 is adapted for retaining the 
eyeglasses G in a folded orientation and upright With respect 
to the user as shoWn in all ?gures. The eyeglasses G include 
elongated temple side pieces B Which are each pivotally 
connected about an axis D as best seen in FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, 
the pivotal connection being made to an extension A of the 
eyeglass frame J. Frame portion A extends someWhat 
orthogonally With respect to the eyeglass frame J itself. It is 
this frame portion A of the eyeglasses G Which applicant’s 
invention best utiliZes for enhanced retention. Although the 
hinge portion F is generally of the same Width as the frame 
portion A, as best seen in FIG. 4, the frame portion F 
becomes Wedged against the divergent side portions 16a and 
16b at points 22 as seen in FIG. 4. 

With frame portion F Wedged betWeen these side portions 
16a and 16b, the eyeglasses G cannot become dislodged 
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from this snug Wedging engagement due to the fact that, as 
best seen in FIGS. 2 and 4, the hinge portion F must not only 
move laterally aWay from the torso C and the eyeglass 
holder 12, but also must be raised suf?ciently so that this 
hinge portion F Will pass through the narroWest Wedging 
point 22 betWeen the side portions 16a and 16b. 

Although it is preferred that the frame 16b be elongated 
in V-shape and continuous as by the upper horiZontal portion 
16c, other arrangements of this structure Wherein the frame 
16 is not continuous yet embodies all of the above-described 
features is intended to be Within the scope of this invention. 

An important aspect of the present invention, ie the 
enhanced retention of the stem of the eyeglasses themselves, 
is achieved as best seen in FIG. 4 by minimiZing the 
divergent angle 26 betWeen the straight side portions 16a 
and 16b in front elevation vieW. When the frame portion F 
makes contact With, and Wedges betWeen, the side portions 
16a and 16b at 22, an interference of the hinge portion F is 
created such that, to remove the eyeglasses G from this 
Wedging engagement, they must be lifted upWardly. The 
upWard movement of the eyeglasses G While being sus 
pended around the neck of the user as above described is 
virtually impossible to occur. 

The preferred angle of divergence 26 betWeen the side 
portions 16a and 16b is in the range of 20°. A divergent 
angle substantially greater than 30° Will lose this Wedging 
action bene?t shoWn and described in FIG. 4 and the 
eyeglasses Will be no better retained during body and torso 
movement than other prior art devices. 

While the instant invention has been shoWn and described 
herein in What are conceived to be the most practical and 
preferred embodiments, it is recogniZed that departures may 
be made therefrom Within the scope of the invention, Which 
is therefore not to be limited to the details disclosed herein, 
but is to be afforded the full scope of the claims so as to 
embrace any and all equivalent apparatus and articles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An eyeglass holder adapted to be used With a pair of 

eyeglasses comprising: 
an elongated, narroW generally V-shaped substantially 

rigid loop having an open central area de?ned by tWo 
upWardly diverging side portions connected together at 
a narroW distal loWer tip of said loop; 
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4 
an eyelet connected to a top portion of said loop so that 

said eyeglass holder may be suspended about the neck; 
said open central area of a siZe sufficient for a temple side 

piece of a pair of eyeglasses to be hung over and 
receive support betWeen said side portions at a point 
just above said distal loWer tip Whereby the temple side 
piece becomes suf?ciently Wedged Within said loop so 
as to enhance retention of the eyeglasses in said eye 
glass holder; 

said loop having a generally arcuate shape in side eleva 
tion Whereby said distal loWer tip becomes oriented 
substantially parallel to or toWard a user’s upper torso 
When the eyeglasses are hung on said eyeglass holder 
so as to further enhance retention of the eyeglasses in 
said eyeglass holder. 

2. An eyeglass holder as set forth in claim 1, Wherein: 
said side portions are angularly oriented one to another at 

an angle of divergence of up to about 20°. 
3. An eyeglass holder as set forth in claim 1, Wherein: 
said side portions are angularly oriented one to another at 

an angle of divergence of up to about 30°. 
4. An eyeglass holder adapted to be used With a pair of 

eyeglasses comprising: 
an elongated, narroW generally V-shaped substantially 

rigid continuous loop having an open central area and 
tWo upWardly diverging substantially straight side por 
tions connected together at a narroW distal loWer tip of 
said loop; 

an eyelet connected to a top portion of said loop so that 
said eyeglass holder may be suspended about the neck 
on a necklace; 

said open central area having a siZe sufficient for a temple 
side piece of the eyeglasses to be hung over and receive 
support betWeen said side portions at a point just above 
said distal loWer tip Whereby the temple side piece 
becomes suf?ciently Wedged Within said frame so as to 
enhance retention of the eyeglasses in said eyeglass 
holder; 

said side portions being angularly oriented one to another 
at an angle of divergence of up to about 30° and the 
loop has a generally arcuate shape in the side elevation. 

* * * * * 


