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DISPOSABLE DEVICE FOR END FINISHING 
OF PLASTIC OPTICAL FIBER 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to the utilization of plastic 
optical ?ber, and, more particularly, to the ?nishing of the 
end of a plastic optical ?ber for insertion into an optical 
connector. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Optical plastic ?bers are in general very easy to Work With 
and are economical. An ongoing problem With the utiliZation 
of plastic optical ?bers has been the problem of polishing the 
ends of a plastic optical ?ber before insertion into an optical 
connector. The prior art polishing techniques have yielded 
connectors With a high insertion loss. These losses are 

typically in the 1.5 dB to 2.0 dB range. These insertion 
losses are high. For example, losses for multimode connec 
tors made With silica ?bers are less than 0.5 dB. Within the 
prior art, the ?nishing of ends of plastic optical ?bers in the 
?eld and the manufacturing environment have utiliZed tWo 
or three different grits of optical polishing paper to polish the 
end of the optical. ?ber. The utiliZation of optical polishing 
paper has resulted in the high insertion losses previously 
mentioned. Within the laboratory environment, it has been 
shoWn that by dipping the ends of optical ?bers into an 
appropriate solvent that an instant good ?nish is achieved on 
the end of the optical ?ber. The end ?nish achieved by the 
method of dipping the ?ber into a solvent alloWs connector 

losses of typically 1 dB or loWer. However, dipping optical 
?bers into a beaker full of solvent is not appropriate for ?eld 
or factory utiliZation When fabricating optical connectors. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A departure in the art is achieved by an apparatus and 
method for ?nishing the end of a plastic optical ?ber by a 
device having a semi-rigid or rigid base, a solvent liner for 
absorbing and holding a solvent, and a re-attachable pull-off 
cover for keeping the solvent from evaporating When not in 
use. To polish the end of a plastic optical ?ber, the cover is 
peeled off, the end of the optical ?ber is contacted With the 
solvent liner such that solvent is transferred to the end of the 
optical ?ber, the cover may be reapplied (using a pressure 
sensitive adhesive integral to either the bottom of the peel off 
cover or the top of the liner), the excessive solvent, if any, 
is removed by using an appropriate sWab, and the end of the 
plastic optical ?ber is alloWed to return to its normal state. 
The method Works by the solvent temporarily dissolving the 
surface layer of the end of the optical ?ber. The resulting 
surface tension automatically polishes the end of the optical 
?ber giving a better ?nish than that Which could be achieved 
using optical polishing paper. 

Other and further aspects of the present invention Will 
become apparent during the course of the folloWing descrip 
tion and by reference to the accompanying draWing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

Referring noW to the draWing: 
FIG. 1 illustrates a top vieW of a polishing device With a 

pull-off cover covering a solvent soaked liner attached to a 

base of the device; 
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2 
FIG. 2 illustrates a top vieW of the device With the pull-off 

cover removed; and 

FIG. 3 illustrates a side vieW of the device With the 

pull-off cover covering the solvent soaked liner. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

A device for polishing the ends of plastic optical ?bers is 
illustrated in a top vieW in FIG. 1 With FIG. 2 shoWing the 
same vieW With the pull-off cover 101 removed. Finally, 
FIG. 3 illustrates a side vieW of the device. Base 102 can be 

any material that Will not interact With the solvent Which is 
placed on solvent liner 201 of FIG. 2. Such a material could 

be glass, hoWever any rigid or semi-rigid material that does 
not interact With the solvent can be used. As Will be 

described in greater detail, pull-off cover 101 covers the 
solvent liner attached to base 102 and adheres to base 102 by 

a pressure sensitive adhesive. Lift tab 103, Which is part of 
pull-off cover 101, is not adhered to base 102 and is utiliZed 
to facilitate the removal either entirely or partially of pull-off 
cover 101. 

FIG. 2 illustrates base 102 and solvent liner 201 With 
pull-off cover 101 being entirely removed. Solvent liner 201 
is soaked in a solvent Which Will perform the polishing of the 
end of the optical ?ber by dissolving the surface layer of the 
end of the optical ?ber causing a surface tension Which Will 
automatically polish the optical ?ber. Advantageously, for 
end ?nishing per?uorinated plastic optical ?bers, solvents 
include per?uorinated solvents, such as heXa?uorobenZene, 
PF 6050 performance ?uid from the 3M Corp., and FC-77 
solvent, better knoWn as FLUORINERT®, also from the 3M 
Corp. If any of these per?uorinated solvents are utiliZed 
then, the pressure sensitive adhesive could advantageously 
be a silicone resin, a hydrocarbon material, such as 
polyisobutylene, natural rubber, or a polyalkyl acrylate. It is 
necessary that the adhesive not be attacked by the solvent. 
The material of solvent liner 201 can advantageously be 

cotton or a suitable synthetic medium. In addition, solvent 
liner 201 could be attached to base 102 using a suitable 
adhesive that does not chemically interact With the solvent. 
For plastic optical ?bers based on other materials, such as 
PMMA, other solvents knoWn to those skilled in the art 
Would be employed. 

To polish the end of a plastic optical ?ber, the folloWing 
steps are performed. First pull-off cover 101 is entirely 
peeled off or partially peeled off. Second, the plastic optical 
?ber is contacted With solvent liner 201 to transfer solvent 

to the end of the optical ?ber, pull-off cover 101 is then 
reapplied being held in place by the pressure sensitive 
adhesive integral to either base 102 or pull-off cover 101. 

Third, if necessary, eXcess solvent may be removed using an 
appropriate sWab With care being taken not to touch the end 
of the plastic optical ?ber. After the end of the plastic optical 
?ber returns to its normal unsoftened state, the polishing 
operation is ?nished. 

Of course, various changes and modi?cations to the 
illustrative embodiment described above Will be apparent to 
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those skilled in the art. These changes and modi?cations can 
be made Without departing from the spirit and the scope of 
the invention and Without diminishing its attendant advan 
tages. It is therefore intended that such changes and rnodi 
?cations be covered by the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Arnethod for polishing the end of a plastic optical ?ber 

comprising the steps of: 
a. providing an applicator, the applicator comprising a 

combination of: 
i. a rigid planar substrate, 
ii. a solvent liner for absorbing and holding a solvent, 

the solvent liner being attached to the substrate, and 
being smaller than the substrate; 

iii. a solvent absorbed into the solvent liner, and 
iv. a peel-off cover covering the solvent liner, and 

attached to the substrate by pressure sensitive 
adhesive, the peel-off cover having a tab portion 
extending from one end thereof, the tab portion 
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being free of pressure sensitive adhesive and not 
adhered to the substrate; 

. lifting the tab portion to peel off at least a portion of the 
peel-off cover to separate the peel-off cover from the 
solvent liner and eXpose the solvent liner; 

. contacting the end of the plastic optical ?ber With the 
solvent in the solvent liner; 

. removing the end of the plastic optical ?ber frorn 
against the solvent liner such that solvent transferred 
from the solvent liner to the end of the plastic optical 
?ber dissolves a surface layer of the end of the plastic 
optical ?ber, thereby polishing the end of the plastic 
optical ?ber; and 

. re-covering the solvent liner With the peel-off cover by 
adhering the peel-off cover to the rigid substrate by 
means of the pressure sensitive adhesive. 
The method of claim 1 Wherein the solvent is heXa?uo 


