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(57) ABSTRACT 

A multi-session data storage facility coordinates similar 
status changes across all sessions at appropriate times. In 
each session, a data mover implements data mirroring by 
copying updates from the primary storage to the secondary 
storage. A master data set, accessible by all sessions, 
includes a common area for posting commands and/or errors 
to all sessions and individual session areas for posting errors 
occurring in particular sessions. When a data mover receives 
a host initiated command, this data mover becomes a “mas 
ter.” Initially, the master data mover lists the command in the 
master data set’s common area. Whenever other, “slave” 
data movers notice a command in the master data set’s 
common area, they respond by suspending their formation 
of consistency groups and responding With a “ready” mes 
sage. The “ready” message comprises the slave data mover’s 
consistency form time (i.e., the earliest of most-recent 
update time from all controllers in that session). 
Accordingly, after posting the command, the master data 
mover revieWs the slave data movers’ responses. If these 
responses indicate all sessions can execute the command at 
a requested consistent time, then the master data mover 
instructs the slave data movers to execute the command by 
entering an execute instruction in the master data set’s 
common area. Otherwise, the master data mover enters a 
cancel operation in the master data set’s common area. 

24 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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COORDINATING REMOTE COPY STATUS 
CHANGES ACROSS MULTIPLE LOGICAL 
SESSIONS TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a system, method, and 

program for ensuring data consistency across different stor 
age areas and, in particular, coordinating similar status 
changes across multiple logical sessions at the appropriate 
consistency time. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Disaster recovery systems typically address tWo types of 

failures, a sudden catastrophic failure at a single point in 
time or data loss over a period of time. With the gradual type 
of disaster, updates to volumes may be lost. To assist in 
recovery of data updates, a copy of data may be provided at 
a remote location. Such “dual” or “shadoW” copies are 
typically made as the application system is Writing neW data 
to a primary storage device. International Business 
Machines Corporation (IBM), the assignee of the subject 
patent application, provides tWo systems for maintaining 
remote copies of data at a secondary site, eXtended remote 
copy (XRC) and peer-to-peer remote copy (PPRC). 

These system recover data updates betWeen a last, safe 
backup and a system failure. Such data shadoWing systems 
can also provide an additional remote copy for non-recovery 
purposes, such as local access at a remote site. The XRC and 
PPRC systems are described in IBM publication “Remote 
Copy: Administrator’s Guide and Reference,” IBM docu 
ment SC35-0 169-02 (IBM Copyright 1994, 1996), Which 
publication is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 
In such backup systems, data is maintained in “volume 
pairs”. Avolume pair is comprised of a volume in a primary 
storage device and a corresponding volume in a secondary 
storage device that includes an identical copy of the data 
maintained in the primary volume. Typically, the primary 
volume Will be maintained in a primary direct access storage 
device (DASD) and the secondary volume of the pair is 
maintained in a secondary DASD shadoWing the data on the 
primary DASD. A primary storage controller may be pro 
vided to control access to the primary DASD and a second 
ary storage controller may be provided to control access to 
the secondary DASD. 

In the IBM XRC environment, the application system 
Writing data to the primary volumes includes a syspleX timer 
Which provides a time-of-day (TOD) value to time stamp 
data Writes. The application system time stamps data sets 
When Writing such data sets to volumes in the primary 
DASD. The integrity of data updates depends upon perform 
ing updates at the secondary volumes in the same order as 
they Were done at the corresponding primary volume. In 
systems such as XRC, the time stamp provided by the 
application program determines the logical sequence of data 
updates. In many application programs, such as database 
systems, certain Write operations cannot occur unless a 
previous Write operation has already occurred; otherWise the 
data integrity is jeopardized. A data Write Whose integrity 
depends on the occurrence of previous data Writes is a 
“dependent Write”. For instance, if a customer opens an 
account, deposits $400, and then WithdraWs $300, the With 
draWal update to the system is dependent on the occurrence 
of the other Writes, including the opening of the account and 
the $400 deposit. When such dependent transactions are 
copied from the primary volumes to secondary volumes, the 
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2 
transaction order must be maintained to preserve the integ 
rity of dependent Write operations. 

Volumes in the primary and secondary DASDs are “con 
sistent” When all Writes have been transferred in their logical 
order, i.e., all earlier Writes transferred ?rst before their 
corresponding dependent Writes. In the banking eXample, 
this means that the $400 deposit is Written to the secondary 
volume before the $300 WithdraWal. A “consistency group” 
is a collection of updates to the primary volumes such that 
dependent Writes are secured in a consistent manner. In the 
banking example, this means that the WithdraWal transaction 
is in the same consistency group as the deposit or in a later 
group; the WithdraWal cannot be in an earlier consistency 
group. Consistency groups maintain data consistency across 
volumes and storage devices. If a failure occurs, consistency 
groups ensure that data is recovered from the secondary 
volumes Will be consistent. 

Each consistency group has a “consistency time” Which is 
derived from the application system’s time stamps. More 
particularly, the consistency time is a time that is alWays 
equal to or after every time stamp from a data Write of that 
consistency group. In the XRC environment, the consistency 
time is the latest time to Which the system guarantees that 
updates to the secondary volumes are consistent. As long as 
the application program is Writing data to the primary 
volume, the data Writes’ time stamps increase, and so does 
the consistency time. HoWever, if update activity ceases, 
then the consistency time does not change as there are no 
data sets With time stamps to provide a time reference for 
further consistency groups. If all the records in the consis 
tency group are Written to secondary volumes, then the 
reported consistency time re?ects the latest time stamp of all 
records in the consistency group. Methods for maintaining 
the sequential consistency of data Writes and forming con 
sistency groups to maintain sequential consistency in the 
transfer of data betWeen a primary DASD and secondary 
DASD are described in US. Pat. Nos. 5,615,329 and 5,504, 
861, Which are assigned to IBM and incorporated herein by 
reference in their entirety. 

Consistency groups are formed Within a “session.” All 
volume pairs assigned to a session Will have their updates 
maintained in the same consistency group. Thus, the ses 
sions determine the volumes Whose updates Will form a 
consistency group. Consistency groups are formed Within a 
journal. From the journal, updates from a consistency group 
are applied to the secondary volume. If the system fails 
While updates from the journal are being applied to a 
secondary volume, during recovery operations, the updates 
that did not complete Writing to the secondary volume can 
be recovered from the journal and applied to the secondary 
volume. 

In some data storage systems, consistency problems are 
possible if a database or data set spans multiple sessions. In 
these systems, consistency groups are not able to maintain 
consistency across sessions; in such systems, consistency 
groups are only formed Within one session. This concern, 
namely alloWing consistency across sessions or other group 
ings of storage areas, Was addressed by US. patent appli 
cation Ser. No. 09/422,595, entitled “Method, System, and 
Program For Maintaining Data Consistency Across Groups 
of Storage Areas,” ?led on Oct. 21, 1999 in the names of R. 
M. Kern et al., and assigned to IBM. The foregoing appli 
cation is hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

Although the approach of the foregoing application might 
be satisfactory for many applications, the present inventors 
are actively involved in researching possible improvements 
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for products such as these. In this respect, one area of focus 
involves preserving consistency during backup operations. 
In this endeavor, the present inventors have recognized that 
status changes in one of the sessions can impede the ability 
of the other sessions to maintain mutual consistency. In 
particular, if one of the sessions is suspended (for example, 
With the XSUSPEND command), then this session is not 
processing any updates and also not incrementing its time of 
the last consistency group in the journal. Another situation 
arises When a complete set of consistent secondary devices 
is desired, for example, to capture a point in time backup of 
all of the volumes. In this case, the normal means of 
obtaining this condition in a single session is insuf?cient in 
the multiple session environment. Consequently, knoWn 
multi-session data storage facilities may not be completely 
adequate for some applications due to certain unsolved 
consistency issues. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Broadly, the present invention concerns a multi-session 
data storage facility that coordinates similar status changes 
across all sessions at appropriate times. The data storage 
facility includes multiple sessions, each session having 
primary and secondary storage. In each session, a data 
mover implements data mirroring by copying updates from 
the primary storage to the secondary storage. Amaster data 
set, accessible by all sessions, includes a common area used 
by a master data mover to post “universal” commands 
applicable to all sessions. The master data set also includes 
individual session areas. Whenever a data mover receives a 

host-initiated command, this data mover becomes a 
“master,” and the remaining data movers become “slaves” 
With respect to this command. The command is initially 
received along With a “start time,” Which may be immediate 
or some time in the future. Initially, the master data mover 
lists the command in the master data set’s common area. 

Whenever a slave data mover detects a command in the 
master data set’s common area, it suspends the formation of 
consistency groups and responds by posting a “ready” 
message in the slave’s session area. The “ready” message 
comprises the slave data mover’s consistency form time 
(i.e., the earliest most-recent update time from all controllers 
in that session). 

After posting the command, the master data mover 
revieWs the slave data movers’ responses. If these responses 
indicate all slave data movers are capable of executing the 
command in a consistent manner, then the master data mover 
instructs the slave data movers to execute the command. 
This is done by entering the command’s start time in the 
master data set’s common area. OtherWise, the master data 
mover enters a cancel instruction in the master data set’s 
common area. 

In addition to commands, errors may also be entered into 
the master data set. When an individual data mover detects 
an error in its oWn processing, it records the type of error and 
the time of day in its session area to advise other data movers 
that the error-initiating data mover is processing its error. 
The error-initiating session then begins to process the errors. 
When other data movers detect the error listing in the 
error-initiating data mover’s session area, they proceed to 
process equivalent errors locally, such as by suspending data 
mirroring operations as appropriate. When the error is 
corrected, the error-initiating data mover resets the error 
handling indication in its session area to shoW that the error 
has been corrected. 

The foregoing features may be implemented in a number 
of different forms. For example, the invention may be 
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4 
implemented to provide a method of distributing and locally 
processing commands and errors among multiple remote 
copy backup sessions of a data storage system. In another 
embodiment, the invention may be implemented to provide 
an apparatus, such as a data storage facility, con?gured to 
perform operations to distribute and locally process com 
mands and errors among multiple remote copy backup 
sessions of a data storage system. In still another 
embodiment, the invention may be implemented to provide 
a signal-bearing medium tangibly embodying a program of 
machine-readable instructions executable by a digital data 
processing apparatus to perform such operations. Another 
embodiment concerns logic circuitry having multiple inter 
connected electrically conductive elements con?gured to 
perform the foregoing operations. 

The invention affords its users With a number of distinct 
advantages. Chie?y, the invention maintains data consis 
tency by coordinating the local processing of errors and 
commands among separate storage sessions. The invention 
also provides a number of other advantages and bene?ts, 
Which should be apparent from the folloWing description of 
the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1A is a block diagram of the hardWare components 
and interconnections of a primary/secondary storage pair, 
according to the invention. 

FIG. 1B is a block diagram of the hardWare components 
and interconnections of a multi-session storage system, 
according to the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a digital data processing 
machine according to the invention. 

FIG. 3 shoWs an exemplary signal-bearing medium 
according to the invention. 

FIG. 4 is a ?oWchart of an operational sequence for a 
master data mover to initiate a universal command for 
performance by other slave sessions, according to the inven 
tion. 

FIG. 5 is a ?oWchart of an operational sequence per 
formed by a session When it experiences an error, according 
to the invention. 

FIG. 6 is a ?oWchart of an operational sequence per 
formed by slave data movers to respond to errors and 
commands, thereby synchroniZing operations among con 
current sessions according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The nature, objectives, and advantages of the invention 
Will become more apparent to those skilled in the art after 
considering the folloWing detailed description in connection 
With the accompanying draWings. 

HardWare Components & Interconnections 
Computing Environment 
One aspect of the invention concerns a data storage 

system, Which may be embodied by various hardWare com 
ponents and interconnections, With one example being 
described in FIG. 1A. A primary control unit 104 provides 
one or more host 106 computers access to a primary DASD 
108. The primary control unit 104 has a primary cache 110 
that maintains updates to tracks in the DASD 108 until 
destaged to the DASD 108. A secondary DASD 122 main 
tains back-up copies of some or all volumes of the DASD 
108, under direction of a secondary control unit 120. A 
“volume pair” comprises a volume in the primary DASD 



US 6,484,187 B1 
5 

108 and the shadow of that volume in the secondary DASD 
122 that maintains a back-up copy of the data at the primary 
volume in the volume pair. Thus, for each primary volume, 
there is a corresponding secondary volume With identical 
contents; this is a volume pair. 

Updates to the primary DASD 108 are transferred to the 
secondary control unit 120 for storage in the secondary 
DASD 122 to assure that the secondary DASD 122 main 
tains a consistent and concurrent image of the primary 
DASD 108. The primary control unit 104 may further 
include a non-volatile storage unit (not shoWn), such as a 
battery-backed up. volatile memory, to maintain a non 
volatile copy of data updates. Examples of the control units 
104 and 120 include IBM 3990, Model 6 Storage 
Controllers, or other suitable control units knoWn in the art. 
Asystem data mover (SDM) 130, such as the system data 

mover program included in the IBM XRC system, commu 
nicates With the primary 104 and secondary 120 control 
units, and manages the transfer of updates to the secondary 
DASD 122. Thus, data is transferred betWeen the primary 
104 and secondary 120 control units via the system data 
mover 130. In preferred embodiments, the system data 
mover 130 and the control units 104 and 120 communicate 
via communication paths 132a, 132b, Which may comprise 
direct high speed transmission lines, such as an Enterprise 
System Connection (ESCON) link. (ESCON is a registered 
trademark of IBM). HoWever, the communication paths 
132a, 132b may comprise other communication means 
knoWn in the art, including netWork transmission lines, ?ber 
optic lines, conductive busses, intelligent channels, Wireless 
links, etc. The system data mover 130 softWare may be 
incorporated at the site of the primary control unit 104, the 
secondary control unit 120, or an independent site. 

The primary control unit 104 initially Writes data updates 
to a side?le 124 in the cache 110. The system data mover 
130 retrieves data updates from the side?le 124 and Writes 
them to a journal 126. Within the journal, updates are 
arranged into consistency groups. Consistency groups are 
formed for all updates to volumes that share a session. The 
consistency group contains records that have their order of 
update preserved, even across multiple storage controls. 
This preservation of order is important for applications that 
process dependent Write input/output operations. 

Amaster data set 128 maintains a list of the sessions being 
managed, and for each managed session, the time of the 
most recent update to a volume in that session. The master 
data set 128 may be implemented in various forms of shared 
memory, such as a common cache, table, physical device, 
logical device, etc. Master data set contents are described in 
greater detail beloW. 

The journal data sets for a primary/secondary control unit 
pair may reside on any device, although illustrated in the 
conteXt of the journal 126. Further details of the arrangement 
of the system data mover, journal data sets, primary and 
secondary control units, and DASDs are described in the 
IBM publication “Planning for IBM Remote Copy,” IBM 
document SG24-2595-00 (Copyright IBM Corp., 1995), 
Which publication is incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirety. 
Multi-session System 

Each primary/secondary control unit pair manages a ?xed 
number of volumes. Thus, for mass storage applications that 
require a greater number of volumes, multiple sessions may 
be used concurrently. Furthermore, volumes from multiple 
primary/secondary control unit pairs may be included Within 
a single session. Further, data sets may span sessions Within 
a single primary/secondary control unit pair or across mul 
tiple primary/secondary control unit pairs. 
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Relatedly, FIG. 1B illustrates a multi-session system 100 

comprising multiple instances of the primary and secondary 
storage controller system pairs interconnected to form a 
single mass storage space. The multi-session system 100 
includes various components, including: 

1. several primary/secondary pairs each including a pri 
mary control unit such as 150a—150a' and a secondary 
control unit such as 152a—152d; 

. system data movers such as 154a—154c; 

. primary DASDs such as 156a—156d; 

. secondary DASDs 158a—158a'; 

. journal data sets 160a—160c; 

. a master data set (MDS) 162; and 

7. consistency formations, such as 190—192. 
Each of the primary 150a—150a' and secondary 152a—152a' 
control units may have the architecture described With 
respect to FIG. 1A, as an eXample. AnetWork 164 provides 
communication among the components and the data movers 
154a—154c. Although shoWn separately, one or more of the 
data movers 154a, 154b, 154c may be implemented in other 
hardWare of that session, such as a corresponding primary 
control unit, e.g. 150a—150a'. 
The foregoing components are arranged to form multiple 

sessions, including Sessions A, B, and C. The volume pairs 
in the primary and secondary DASDs 156a, 158a and 156b, 
158b form the volumes of “Session A,” the volume pairs in 
primary and secondary DASDs 156C, 158c form the vol 
umes in “Session B,” and the volume pairs in primary and 
secondary DASDs 156a', 158a' form the volumes in “Session 
D.” HoWever, volumes in the multiple primary/secondary 
pairs can be arranged in any number of different sessions. 

Thus, the mass storage space formed by the volumes in 
the DASDs 156a—156a' and 158a—158a' de?ne three sessions 
A, B, and C. Data sets may span different sessions and span 
the volumes betWeen primary/secondary control unit pairs. 
The master data set 162 includes a storage region for each 
session indicating among other things, the time the most 
recent update to a volume in that session Was entered into the 
journal. For each session, the corresponding system data 
mover 154a—154c communicates any journaled changes 
(160a—160c) to the master data set 162 via the netWork 164. 
A common system clock 166 provides the time stamps for 

updates to ensure that a common time is used across all 
primary/secondary pairs in the system 100. Thus, the system 
clock 166 provides a common time reference for application 
programs Writing updates to volumes in the system 100 to 
ensure that updates are not shadoWed out of sequence. 

After updates are entered into a journal and included 
Within a consistency group, updates Within a consistency 
group are applied to the secondary volumes. This may be 
achieved in a manner already knoWn in the art. The creation 
of consistency groups guarantees that the system Will 
shadoW data to a remote site in appropriate order to maintain 
sequence integrity for any type of data. If the session spans 
multiple primary/secondary control unit pairs, such as Ses 
sion A, then the consistency group preserves the order of 
updates betWeen primary control units 150a and 150b. 
Details of applying data from consistency groups is 
described in US. Pat. No. 5,734,818 entitled “Forming 
Consistency Groups Using Self-describing Record Sets for 
Remote Data DupleXing,” assigned to IBM and incorporated 
herein by reference in its entirety. Using consistency groups 
helps ensure that updates applied to the secondary DASDs 
Within a session are consistent as of the consistency time of 
the consistency group. If a failure occurs While updates are 
Written from the journal to secondary volumes in the sec 

OUI-PWN 
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ondary DASD, then during recovery, the updates that Were 
interrupted during system failure can be recovered from the 
journal and reapplied to the secondary volume. In this Way, 
data is ensured consistent Within each session during recov 
ery as of a point in time, de?ned by the consistency group 
time for a session. To provide consistency across multiple 
sessions, techniques such as described in the above-cited 
US. patent application Ser. No. 09/422,595 may be used. 
Consistency Formation Storage Regions 

The consistency formations 190—192 are used by their 
respective data movers When forming consistency groups. 
Consistency groups may be formed according to knoWn 
techniques, one example being described in the above-cited 
US. Pat. No. 5,734,818. 
Master Data Set 
TABLE 1, beloW, shoWs some exemplary contents of the 

master data set 162. As illustrated, the master data set 162 
lists each session in the multi-session system 100, along With 
various statistics about activity in that session. The master 
data set 162 also lists various “common” statistics of the 
system 100 as a Whole. For individual sessions, the statistics 
listed in the master data set 162 may include: 

1. most-recent update time, de?ned as the time of the last 
update occurring to any volume in the session. 

2. journal time, de?ned as a timestamp of a record stored 
in the journal, and signi?es the latest time at Which that 
data can be recovered. 

3. consistency form time, de?ned as the earliest of all 
controller’s most-recent update times. 

4. secondary data consistency time, de?ned as timestamp 
of the data that Was last Written to the secondary data 
storage by any controller. 

5. identi?cation of any errors occurring on the session. 
6. the state of this session’s processing of any universal 
commands. 

7. the state of this session’s processing of this or any other 
session’s errors. 

TABLE 1 

MASTER DATA SET 

MASTER DATA SET AREA CONTENTS 

common area (“system” or commands and/or errors applicable to all 

“master”) sessions, e.g., XSUSPEND command 
(and start time), XEND command (and 
start time) 

session A most-recent update time, ournal time, 
consistency form time, secondary data 
consistency time, identi?cation of any 
errors, command processing indications, 
error handling indications 

session B 
session C 

Exemplary Digital Data Processing Apparatus 
Another aspect of the invention concerns a digital data 

processing apparatus, Which may be used to implement any 
one of the system data movers 154a, 154b, 1546. This 
apparatus may be embodied by various hardWare compo 
nents and interconnections; one example is the digital data 
processing apparatus 200 of FIG. 2. The apparatus 200 
includes a processor 202, such as a microprocessor or other 
processing machine, coupled to a storage 204. In the present 
example, the storage 204 includes a fast-access storage 206, 
as Well as nonvolatile storage 208. The fast-access storage 
206 may comprise random access memory (RAM), and may 
be used to store the programming instructions executed by 
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the processor 202. The nonvolatile storage 208 may 
comprise, for example, one or more magnetic data storage 
disks such as a “hard drive”, a tape drive, or any other 
suitable storage device. The apparatus 200 also includes an 
input/output 210, such as a line, bus, cable, electromagnetic 
link, or other means for the processor 202 to exchange data 
With other hardWare external to the apparatus 200. 

Despite the speci?c foregoing description, ordinarily 
skilled artisans (having the bene?t of this disclosure) Will 
recogniZe that the apparatus discussed above may be imple 
mented in a machine of different construction, Without 
departing from the scope of the invention. As a speci?c 
example, one of the components 206, 208 may be elimi 
nated; furthermore, the storage 204 may be provided 
on-board the processor 202, or even provided externally to 
the apparatus 200. 
Logic Circuitry 

In contrast to the digital data storage apparatus discussed 
previously, a different embodiment of the invention uses 
logic circuitry instead of computer-executed instructions. 
Depending upon the particular requirements of the applica 
tion in the areas of speed, expense, tooling costs, and the 
like, this logic may be implemented by constructing an 
application-speci?c integrated circuit (ASIC) having thou 
sands of tiny integrated transistors. Such an ASIC may be 
implemented With CMOS, TTL, VLSI, or another suitable 
construction. Other alternatives include a digital signal pro 
cessing chip (DSP), discrete circuitry (such as resistors, 
capacitors, diodes, inductors, and transistors), ?eld program 
mable gate array (FPGA), programmable logic array (PLA), 
and the like. 

Operation 
In addition to the various hardWare embodiments 

described above, a different aspect of the invention concerns 
a method for coordinating remote copy status changes across 
multiple logical sessions to preserve consistency. 
Signal-Bearing Media 

In the context of FIGS. 1A—1B and 2, this method for 
coordinating remote copy status changes may be 
implemented, for example, by operating each system data 
mover, as embodied by digital data processing apparatuses 
200, to execute a respective sequence of machine-readable 
instructions. These instructions may reside in various types 
of signal-bearing media. In this respect, one aspect of the 
present invention concerns a programmed product, compris 
ing signal-bearing media tangibly embodying a program of 
machine-readable instructions executable by a digital data 
processor to perform a method to coordinate remote copy 
status changes across multiple logical sessions to preserve 
consistency. 

This signal-bearing media may comprise, for example, 
RAM (not shoWn) contained Within the system data mover, 
as represented by the fast-access storage 208. Alternatively, 
the instructions may be contained in another signal-bearing 
media, such as a magnetic data storage diskette 300 (FIG. 3), 
directly or indirectly accessible by the processor 202. 
Whether contained in the storage 206, diskette 300, or 
elseWhere, the instructions may be stored on a variety of 
machine-readable data storage media, such as direct access 
storage (e.g., a conventional “hard drive”, redundant array of 
inexpensive disks (RAID), or another DASD), magnetic 
tape, electronic read-only memory (e.g., ROM, EPROM, or 
EEPROM), optical storage (e.g., CD-ROM, WORM, DVD, 
digital optical tape), paper “punch” cards, or other suitable 
signal-bearing media including transmission media such as 
digital and analog and communication links and Wireless. In 
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an illustrative embodiment of the invention, the machine 
readable instructions may comprise software object code, 
compiled from a language such as “C,” etc. 
Logic Circuitry 

In contrast to the signal-bearing medium discussed above, 
the method aspect of the invention may be implemented 
using logic circuitry, Without using a processor to execute 
instructions. In this embodiment, the logic circuitry is imple 
mented in the system data mover, and is con?gured to 
perform operations to implement the method of the inven 
tion. The logic circuitry may be implemented using many 
different types of circuitry, as discussed above. 
Initiating Commands 

FIG. 4 shoWs a sequence 400 by Which a master data 
mover submits a universal command for performance by all 
sessions, according to the invention. For ease of explanation, 
but Without any intended limitation, the example of FIG. 4 
is described in the context of the system 100 described 
above. The steps are initiated in step 402, When one of the 
sessions receives a command request from a “host initiator.” 
This command request is called the “current” command 
request. The command request includes a command accom 
panied by a designated “start time,” Which is a scheduled 
time for the slave sessions to begin performing the com 
mand. The start time may be immediate, in Which case the 
effective start time is the host initiator’s time of submitting 
the command. Or, the start time may be some time in the 
future, in Which case the effective start time is that future 
time. The host initiator may comprise a physically separate 
host machine (such as 106, FIG. 1A), for example. The 
command may be received, for example, by a primary 
control unit, data mover, or even separate hardWare (not 
shoWn) of the receiving session. The data mover of the 
receiving session is called the “master” data mover for that 
command. In response to the command, the master data 
mover examines the current command to determine Whether 
it is proper (step 403). For example, the command may be 
improper if it does not appear on recogniZed commands, 
fails to include proper syntax adversely affects the status of 
any individual session, etc. If the current command is 
improper, the master data mover returns a rejection message 
to the host initiator (step 405). 

If the current command is proper, the master data mover 
proceeds by preventing any changes to the master data set 
162 (step 404). This is called “freezing” or “suspending” the 
master data set. After step 404, the master data mover posts 
the current command in the common area of the master data 
set 162 (step 406), for execution by the slave data movers as 
discussed beloW. Next, the master data mover queries the 
slave data movers to return consistency timestamps (step 
408). Each consistency timestamp represents the past time to 
Which data in that session is recoverable. In step 410, the 
master data mover identi?es the most recent one of these 
returned consistency timestamps from step 408. 

Next, the master data mover determines Whether the start 
time from step 402 is at or after the last timestamp from step 
410. If so, this means that the requested time can be reached 
in a consistent manner; in this case, the master data mover 
lists an “execute instruction” in the common area of the 
master data set 162 (step 414). The execute instruction, for 
example, may comprise entry of the start time. OtherWise, if 
the start time from step 402 occurs before the last timestamp 
from step 410, this means that the requested time cannot be 
reached in a consistent manner; accordingly, the master data 
mover lists a “cancel” instruction in the master data set 162 

(step 416). 
After either steps 414 or 416, the master data mover 

unfreeZes the master data set 162 (step 418). The foregoing 
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sequence is repeated by each data mover When that data 
mover receives a host-initiated command and thereby 
becomes the master data mover for that command. 
As an alternative to step 412, if no time is speci?ed in step 

402, the master data mover may progress to step 414. This 
alternative is possible because in that case the latest times 
tamp is requested, and thus no session’s timestamp can be 
even later. In other Words, one or more of the sessions have 
already applied updates With timestamps after the requested 
start time, and the command therefore cannot be executed in 
a consistent manner. 

Initiating Error Processing 
FIG. 5 shoWs an operational sequence 500 that is per 

formed When a session experiences an error, triggering other 
sessions to process equivalent errors locally. For ease of 
explanation, but Without any intended limitation, the 
example of FIG. 5 is described in the context of the system 
100 described above. The steps are initiated in step 502, 
When one of the sessions experiences an error. This session 
is referred to as the “error-initiating” session, and its data 
mover acts as a master data mover With respect to the other, 
non-error-initiating sessions. 

In response to step 502, the error-initiating session posts 
the error in its respective session area of the master data set 
162 (step 504). Step 504 may include, for example, posting 
an identi?cation of the type of error, along With a time that 
the error occurred. In step 506, the error-initiating session 
takes measures to process the error, Which may include 
changing to a suspended state to stop updates to secondary 
storage, While continuing to journal and update the primary 
storage. As an alternative to the illustrated description, step 
506 may be performed before or concurrently With step 504. 

After step 506, the error-initiating session determines 
Whether the other sessions are still processing the error 
locally at step 508. Namely, When the other sessions start 
processing the error locally, they post an error handling 
indication in their session area; upon completion, a session 
removes its error handling indication. When all other ses 
sions have signaled successful processing of the error, the 
error-initiating session removes its posting of the error (step 
510), completing the sequence 500. 
Processing Errors/Commands Among Multiple Concurrent 
Sessions 

FIG. 6 shoWs a sequence 600 that is performed repeatedly 
by each data mover to process commands and errors initi 
ated by other data movers. The sequence 600 synchroniZes 
errors and commands among different concurrent sessions. 
In contrast to FIGS. 4—5, each data mover performing the 
sequence 600 acts as a “slave” data mover. 

For ease of explanation, but Without any intended 
limitation, the example of FIG. 6 is described in the context 
of the system 100 described above. The sequence 600 is 
discussed in the context of an illustrative, “slave” data 
mover. The steps are initiated in step 602, When the slave 
data mover accesses the master data set 162. Namely, the 
slave data mover reads the common area and all session 
areas of the master data set. In step 603, the slave data mover 
determines Whether there are any neW entries appearing in 
the master data set 162, Whether in the common area or in 
any data mover’s session area. “Entries” comprise errors 
(Which appear in the session areas) and commands (Which 
appear in the common area). 

If step 603 detects posting of a neW error, the slave data 
mover proceeds to process the error as folloWs. First, the 
slave data mover makes a representative “error handling” 
entry in the data mover’s session area of the master data set 
to shoW that the current error is being processed (step 604). 
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This entry may be made, for example, by recording the time 
of day in this data mover’s session area of the master data 
set; this signals to other data movers that this error is being 
processed. Also in step 604, the slave data mover processes 
an equivalent error locally. This involves the slave data 
mover changing to a suspended state to stop updates to its 
secondary storage, While continuing to journal and update 
the primary storage. 

Next, the slave data mover Waits for correction of the 
error (step 606). As an example, the error may be corrected 
by hardWare technicians, by a system administrator, soft 
Ware programming, or another source. In response, the slave 
data mover proceeds to step 608, Where it exits its suspended 
state (entered in step 604) and also updates its session area 
of the master data set 162 to clear the error handling 
indication previously entered in step 604. 

FolloWing step 608, the slave data mover may institute an 
optional delay (step 610), before returning to step 602. As an 
example, this delay may be introduced for the purpose of 
ensuring that the master data set is accessed (step 602) on a 
speci?c time schedule, such as four times per second. 

In contrast to the foregoing description, if step 603 detects 
a neW command rather than an error, the routine 600 
proceeds to step 612. Here, the slave data mover freeZes the 
consistency formation, thereby stopping that data mover’s 
process of forming consistency groups. This is necessary 
because the consistency formation time must not change 
betWeen its reporting to the command initiator (discussed 
beloW in step 614) and its use in the master data mover’s 
analysis of all slave data movers’ timestamps (step 410, FIG. 
4). Such a change Would invalidate the result of step 410. 
After step 612, the slave data mover reports the consistency 
form time to the command initiator by making a represen 
tative entry in the slave’s session area of the master data set 
(step 614). This entry is made for the purpose of providing 
a time for the master data mover’s calculation of step 410. 

After step 614, the slave data mover attempts to access the 
common area of the master data set 162 to determine hoW to 
further process the current command (step 616). If the 
master data set 162 contains a start time in the common area 

in association With the current command, this time arose 
from step 414 (FIG. 4) and indicates that the command is to 
be processed at that respective start time. In this case, step 
618 advances to step 620, Where the slave data mover 
executes the current command. FolloWing step 620, the 
slave data mover unfreeZes the consistency formation (step 
622), thereby resuming the formation of consistency groups. 
On the other hand, if the master data set 162 contains a 

“cancel” instruction, this cancel instruction arose from step 
416 and indicates that time-consistent command processing 
is not possible. In this case, step 618 proceeds straight to step 
622, discussed above. 

FolloWing step 622, the slave data mover proceeds to step 
610, to optionally institute a delay before returning to step 
602. 

Other Embodiments 

While the foregoing disclosure shoWs a number of illus 
trative embodiments of the invention, it Will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that various changes and modi?ca 
tions can be made herein Without departing from the scope 
of the invention as de?ned by the appended claims. 
Furthermore, although elements of the invention may be 
described or claimed in the singular, the plural is contem 
plated unless limitation to the singular is explicitly stated. 
Additionally, ordinarily skilled artisans Will recogniZe that 
operational sequences must be set forth in some speci?c 
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order for the purpose of explanation and claiming, but the 
present invention contemplates various changes beyond 
such speci?c order. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for coordinating operations among multiple 

remote copy backup sessions of a data storage system, Where 
each session includes a primary storage subsystem and a 
corresponding backup storage subsystem, Where the data 
storage system includes a master data set With individual 
areas corresponding to each session and a common area 
corresponding to all sessions, the method comprising the 
operations of: 

a ?rst one of the sessions receiving a command request 
from a host, including a command and a start time; 

in response to the command request, the ?rst session 
performing operations comprising: 
disalloWing changes to the master data set; 
storing the command in the common area; 
retrieving time stamps from the sessions, each time 

stamp representing a past time to Which data in that 
session can be recovered; 
determining a most recent one of the returned time 

stamps, and 
if the command’s start time is after the most recent 

returned time stamp, listing the command and the 
most recent time stamp in the common area of the 
master data set; 

if the command’s start time is before the most recent 
returned time stamp, listing a cancel instruction in 
the common area of the master data set; 

re-alloWing changes to the master data set. 
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising rejecting the 

command request if it fails to satisfy prescribed criteria. 
3. The method of claim 1, further including processing 

entries in the common area of the master data set, compris 
ing the folloWing sequence repeatedly performed by each 
session: 

a ?rst session accessing other sessions’ areas of the master 
data set; 

in response to appearance of an error therein, 
the ?rst session of locally processing the error and; 
responsive to correction of the error, the ?rst session 

entering an error-corrected indication in the ?rst 
session’s area of the master data set. 

4. The method of claim 1, further including processing 
entries in the common area of the master data set, compris 
ing the folloWing sequence repeatedly performed by each 
session: 

a ?rst session accessing the common area of the master 
data set; 

in response to appearance of an error in the common area, 
the ?rst session locally processing the error and; 
responsive to correction of the error, the ?rst session 

entering an error-corrected indication in the ?rst 
session’s area of the master data set. 

5. The method of claim 1, further including processing 
entries in the common area of the master data set, compris 
ing the folloWing sequence repeatedly performed by each 
session: 

in response to a ?rst session detecting appearance of a 
command in the common area of the master data set, 
the ?rst session suspending formation of consistency 

groups; 
the ?rst session entering a consistency form time in the 

?rst session’s area of the master data set; 
the ?rst session accessing the common area of the 

master data set, and 
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responsive to appearance of an execute instruction, 
executing the command; 

responsive to appearance of a cancel instruction, 
foregoing execution of the command and; 

the ?rst session resuming formation of consistency 
groups. 

6. The method of claim 5, the operation of entering a 
consistency form time in the ?rst session’s area of the master 
data set comprising: 

determining a most-recent update time for each controller 
in the ?rst session; 

identifying an earliest one of the most-recent update time 
and; 

entering the earliest most-recent update time in the ?rst 
session’s area of the master data set. 

7. The method of claim 5, the execute instruction com 
prising a start time for the command. 

8. A method for coordinating operations in a data storage 
system With multiple remote copy backup sessions each 
supervised by a different data mover, Where each session 
includes a primary storage subsystem and a corresponding 
backup storage subsystem, Where the data storage system 
includes a master data set With individual areas correspond 
ing to each session and a common area corresponding to all 
sessions, the method comprising the folloWing operations 
performed by each individual session: 

determining Whether the master data set contains any neW 
entries; 

responsive to determining that the master data set contains 
a neW entry; 

if the neW entry is an error, 
locally processing the error in the individual session; 
after correction of the error, entering an error 

corrected indication in the master data set in 
association With the individual session; 

if the neW entry is a command contained in the common 

area, 
suspending formation of consistency groups in the 

individual session; 
determining a most-recent update time for each 

controller in the individual session, and identify 
ing an earliest one of the most-recent update 
times; 

accessing the common area of the master data set to 
determine Whether the command has associated 
thereWith an execute or a cancel instruction, and 
only if the command is associated With an execute 
instruction, the individual session locally execut 
ing the command and; 

resuming the formation of consistency groups in the 
individual session. 

9. A data storage medium tangibly embodying a program 
of machine-readable instructions executable by a digital data 
processing machine to perform operations to coordinate 
operations among multiple remote copy backup sessions of 
a data storage system, Where each session includes a primary 
storage subsystem and a corresponding backup storage 
subsystem, Where the data storage system includes a master 
data set With individual areas corresponding to each session 
and a common area corresponding to all sessions, the 
operations being performed by a session and comprising: 

a ?rst one of the sessions receiving a command request 
from a host, including a command and a start time; 

in response to the command request, the ?rst session 
performing operations comprising: 
disalloWing changes to the master data set; 
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storing the command in the common area; 
retrieving time stamps from the sessions, each time 

stamp representing time to Which data in that session 
can be recovered; 

determining a most recent one of the returned time 
stamps, and 
if the command’s start time is after the most recent 

returned time stamp, listing the command and the 
most recent time stamp in the common area of the 
master data set; 

if the command’s start time is before the most recent 
returned time stamp, listing a. cancel instruction in 
the common area of the master data set; 

re-alloWing changes to the master data set. 
10. The medium of claim 9, the operations further com 

prising rejecting the command request if it fails to satisfy 
prescribed criteria. 

11. The medium of claim 9, the operations further includ 
ing repeatedly processing entries in the master data set, 
comprising: 

a ?rst session accessing other sessions’ areas of the master 
data set; 

in response to appearance of an error therein, 
the ?rst session locally processing the error and; 
responsive to correction of the error, the ?rst session 

entering an error-corrected indication in the ?rst 
session’s area of the master data set. 

12. The medium of claim 9, the operations further includ 
ing repeatedly processing entries in the master data set, 
comprising: 

a ?rst session accessing the common area of the master 
data set; 

in response to appearance of an error in the common area, 
the ?rst session locally processing the error and; 
responsive to correction of the error, the ?rst session 

entering an error-corrected indication in the ?rst 
session’s area of the master data set. 

13. The medium of claim 9, the operations further includ 
ing repeatedly processing entries in the master data set, 
comprising: 

in response to a ?rst session detecting appearance of a 
command in the common area of the master data set, 
the ?rst session suspending formation of consistency 

groups; 
the ?rst session entering a consistency form time in the 

?rst session’s area of the master data set; 
the ?rst session accessing the common area of the 

master data set, and responsive to appearance of an 
execute instruction, executing the command; 
responsive to appearance of a cancel instruction, 

foregoing execution of the command and; 
the ?rst session resuming formation of consistency 

groups. 
14. The medium of claim 13, the operation of entering a 

consistency form time in the ?rst session’s area of the master 
data set comprising: 

determining a most-recent update time for each controller 
in the ?rst session; 

identifying an earliest one of the most-recent update times 
and; 

entering the earliest most-recent update time in the ?rst 
session’s area of the master data set. 

15. The medium of claim 13, the execute instruction 
comprising a start time for the command. 

16. Adata storage medium tangibly embodying a program 
of machine-readable instructions executable by a digital data 
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processing machine to perform operations to coordinate 
operations in a data storage system including multiple 
remote copy backup sessions Where each session includes a 
primary storage subsystem and a corresponding backup 
storage subsystem, multiple data movers, each remote copy 
backup session being supervised by one of the data movers, 
a master data set With individual areas corresponding to each 
session and a common area corresponding to all sessions, the 
operations being performed by each individual session: 

determining Whether the master data set contains any neW 

entries; 
responsive to determining that the master data set contains 

a neW entry, 

if the neW entry is an error, 
locally processing the error in the individual session; 
after correction of the error, entering an error 

corrected indication in the master data set in 
association With the individual session; 

if the neW entry is a command contained in the common 

area, 
suspending formation of consistency groups in the 

individual session; 
determining a most-recent update time for each 

controller in the individual session, and identify 
ing an earliest one of the most-recent update 

times; 
accessing the common area of the master data set to 

determine Whether the command has associated 
thereWith an execute or cancel instruction, and 
only if the command is associated With an execute 
instruction, the individual session locally execut 
ing the command and; 

resuming the formation of consistency groups in the 
individual session. 

17. A data storage system, comprising: 
multiple remote copy backup sessions, each session 

including a primary storage subsystem and a corre 
sponding backup storage subsystem; 

a master data set With session areas each corresponding to 
an individual session and a common area correspond 

ing to all sessions; 
Where the sessions are programmed to coordinate opera 

tions among the sessions by each session performing 
operations comprising: 
receiving a command request from a host, including a 
command and a start time; 

in response to the command request, the session perform 
ing operations comprising: 
disalloWing changes to the master data set; 
storing the command in the common area; 
retrieving time stamps from the sessions, each time 

stamp representing time to Which data in that session 
can be recovered; 

determining a most recent one of the returned time 
stamps, and 
if the command’s start time is after the most recent 

returned time stamp, listing the command and the 
most recent time stamp in the common area of the 
master data set; 

if the command’s start time is before the most recent 
returned time stamp, listing a cancel instruction in 
the common area of the master data set and; 

re-alloWing changes to the master data set. 
18. The system of claim 17, the operations further com 

prising rejecting the command request if it fails to satisfy 
prescribed criteria. 
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19. The system of claim 17, each session being further 

programmed to repeatedly perform operations to process 
entries in the master data set, the operations comprising: 

accessing other sessions’ areas of the master data set; 
in response to appearance of an error therein, 

the session locally processing the error and; 
responsive to correction of the error, the session enter 

ing an error-corrected indication in the session’s area 
of the master data set. 

20. The system of claim 17, each session being further 
programmed to repeatedly perform operations to process 
entries in the master data set, the operations comprising: 

accessing the common area of the master data set; 
in response to appearance of an error in the common area, 

the session locally processing the error and; 
responsive to correction of the error, the session enter 

ing an error-corrected indication in the session’s area 
of the master data set. 

21. The system of claim 17, each session being further 
programmed to repeatedly perform operations to process 
entries in the master data set, the operations comprising: 

in response to the session detecting appearance of a 
command in the common area of the master data set, 
suspending formation of consistency groups at the 

session; 
entering a consistency form time in the session’s area 

of the master data set; 
accessing the common area of the master data set, and 
responsive to appearance of an execute instruction, 

executing the command; 
responsive to appearance of a cancel instruction, 

foregoing execution of the commands and; 
re-alloWing changes to the consistency formation. 

22. The system of claim 21, each session being pro 
grammed such that the operation of entering a consistency 
form time in the ?rst session’s area of the master data set 
comprising: 

determining a most-recent update time for each controller 
in the ?rst session; 

identifying an earliest one of the most-recent update times 
and; 

entering the earliest most-recent update time in the ?rst 
session’s area of the master data set. 

23. The system of claim 21, the execute instruction 
comprising a start time for the command. 

24. A data storage system, comprising: 
multiple remote copy backup sessions, each session 

including a primary storage subsystem and a corre 
sponding backup storage subsystem; 

multiple data movers, each remote copy backup session 
being supervised by one of the data movers; 

a master data set With session areas each corresponding to 
an individual session and a common area correspond 

ing to all sessions; 
Where the sessions are programmed to coordinate opera 

tions among the sessions by each individual session 
performing operations comprising: 
determining Whether the master data set contains any 
neW entries; 

responsive to determining that the master data set 
contains a neW entry, 

if the neW entry is an error, 
locally processing the error in the individual 

session; 
after correction of the error, entering an error 

corrected indication in the master data set in 
association With the individual session; 
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if the neW entry is a command contained in the ciated therewith an execute or cancel 

common area, instruction, and only if the command is asso 
Suspending formation of Consistency groups in ciated With an execute instruction, the indi 

the individual session; _ _ _ vidual session locally executing the command 
determining a most-recent update time for each 5 

. . . . . . and; 

controller in the individual session, and 1den- _ _ _ _ 

tifying an earliest one of the most_recent resuming the formation of consistency groups in 
update times; the individual session. 

accessing the common area of the master data set 
to determine Whether the command has asso- * * * * * 
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