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VEHICLE HAVING A FOLDABLE SEAT 
WITH A RETRACTABLE WINDOW AND AN 

EXTENDING CARGO BED 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
based on provisional application Ser. No. 60/159,568, ?led 
Oct. 15, 1999 and on provisional application Ser. No. 
60/174,378, ?led Jan. 4, 2000. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to automotive vehicles having a 

passenger cab and an open rear cargo bed, and, more 
particularly, to a convertible rear seat and cab closure for 
such vehicles. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
The current popularity of pick-up trucks can be attributed 

in substantial measure to the facility provided by the open 
top cargo bed of such vehicles to receive and carrying 
diverse types and shapes of cargo. Although traditionally, 
pick-up trucks have been equipped With a single seat pas 
senger cab, it is noW common for such vehicles to be 
provided With an extended cab to accommodate a rear 
passenger seat. HoWever, the extended length of the cab 
either compromises the length of the cargo bed or increases 
the overall length of the vehicle. Also, pick-up trucks 
generally are designed With emphasis on load-carrying 
capacity and for that reason, employ a relatively heavy truck 
chassis that results in reduced passenger comfort from the 
standpoint of riding characteristics, increased fuel 
consumption, and other passenger discomforts as compared 
With a typical passenger sedan, for example. 

In the past, single seat vehicles With open top cargo beds 
have been built on chassis essentially the same as those used 
on passenger cars of the same vintage. Although it is not 
knoWn Whether such vehicles have employed the equivalent 
of an extended cab to alloW room for a rear passenger seat, 
it is apparent that such an increase in passenger accommo 
dation Would result in the same compromises associated 
With extended cabs in pick-up trucks. 

Therefore, there is a need for automotive vehicles having 
a passenger cab and open top cargo bed and Which may 
accommodate a rear seat in the passenger cab While, at the 
same time, preserving a capability for cargo bed length 
corresponding to that of a single seat passenger cab. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The advantages and purpose of the invention Will be set 
forth in part in the description Which folloWs, and in part Will 
be obvious from the description, or may be learned by 
practice of the invention. The advantages and purpose of the 
invention Will be realiZed and attained by means of the 
elements and combinations particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

To attain the advantages and in accordance With the 
purpose of the invention, as embodied and broadly described 
herein, the invention is directed to an automotive vehicle 
body comprising a passenger cab having a rear end and a 
cargo bed having a substantially horiZontal ?oor extending 
rearWardly from the rear end of the passenger cab. Apivoted 
closure is provided on the rear end of the cab, the closure 
being movable betWeen an erect position to separate the 
passenger cab and the cargo bed, and a folded position to 
extend the ?oor of the cargo bed into the rear end of the 
passenger cab. 
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2 
In another aspect, the automotive vehicle of the invention 

includes a vehicle body, a rear seat including a seat back and 
a seat bottom, and a retractable WindoW. The vehicle body 
includes a substantially horiZontal bed. The rear seat back is 
capable of folding in a forWard direction of the vehicle. The 
retractable WindoW is con?gured to extend in and out of a 
top portion of the rear seat back upon actuation of a WindoW 
operating mechanism When the rear seat back is in an upright 
position. 

In another aspect, the invention comprises a passenger 
seat of a vehicle. The passenger seat includes a seat back, a 
retractable WindoW, and a seat bottom. The seat back has a 
front, top and back surface, and is pivotable in a forWard 
direction of the vehicle. The retractable WindoW is con?g 
ured to extend from and retract into the top surface of the 
seat back. The seat bottom is also pivotable in a forWard 
direction of a vehicle. 

In a further aspect, the invention comprises a rear portion 
of the passenger compartment of a vehicle. The rear portion 
of the passenger compartment includes a back Wall and a 
retractable WindoW. The back Wall has a front, top and back 
surface, and is pivotable in forWard direction of the vehicle. 
The retractable WindoW is con?gured to extend from and 
retract into the top surface of the back Wall. 

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general 
description and the folloWing detailed description are exem 
plary and explanatory only and are not restrictive of the 
invention, as claimed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying draWings, Which are incorporated in 
and constitute a part of this speci?cation, illustrate an 
exemplary embodiment of the invention and together With 
the description, serve to explain the principles of the inven 
tion. In the draWings, 

FIG. 1 is a side vieW of a vehicle according to the 

invention; 
FIG. 2 is a partial sectional side vieW of the vehicle of 

FIG. 1 With a rear seat back in an upright position and a 
retractable WindoW in an extended position; 

FIG. 3 is a partial sectional side vieW of the vehicle of 
FIG. 1 With the rear seat back in a folded doWnWard position 
and the retractable WindoW in a retracted position; 

FIG. 4 is a side vieW of the rear seat back of the vehicle 
of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a rear vieW of a rear surface of the rear seat back 
of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is a top vieW of the rear seat back of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 7 is a partial sectional side vieW of an alternative 
vehicle embodiment With a rear seat back in an upright 
position; 

FIG. 8 is a partial sectional side vieW of the vehicle of 
FIG. 7 With the rear seat back in a folded doWnWard position 
and a hinged rear door in an open position; 

FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW shoWing the cargo bed of the 
vehicle of FIG. 7 With the hinged rear door in a closed 
position; and 

FIG. 10 is a perspective vieW shoWing the cargo bed of the 
vehicle of FIG. 7 With the hinged rear door in an open 
position. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Reference Will noW be made in detail to the present 
preferred embodiment of the invention, an example of Which 
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is illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever 
possible, the same reference numbers Will be used through 
out the drawings to refer to the same or like parts. 

In accordance With the present invention, the vehicle 
includes a passenger cab and a cargo bed extendable into the 
passenger cab via an opening closure normally separating 
the cab and cargo bed. As embodied herein and shoWn in 
FIGS. 1—6, a vehicle 10 is provided in the form of a hybrid 
truck/car. In a hybrid type of vehicle such as that shoWn, the 
vehicle may be manufactured on a car platform, instead of 
a truck platform. The vehicle 10 has a passenger cab 11 With 
a front passenger area 12 having a front seat 26 and a rear 
passenger area 14 having a rear seat 30. 

The vehicle further includes a cargo bed 20 similar to that 
found in a pick-up truck. The cargo bed 20 is de?ned by a 
bottom ?oor surface 22 and the side Walls 21 extending from 
the rear of the passenger cab 11. As best seen in FIGS. 1 and 
2, the front Wall of cargo bed 20 is de?ned by the rear of the 
passenger cab 11 as Will be described in greater detail beloW. 
The back Wall of the truck bed is de?ned by a tail gate 24 
or other similar structure. Alternately, the tail gate could be 
removed to expose an open back portion of the cargo bed 20. 

The front seat 26 is similar to that found in most passenger 
vehicles, With the exception of the scallops or grooves 28 for 
the rear passengers’ knees that may be provided With the 
present invention. The details of the scallops and grooves 
Will be described in more detail beloW. The rear seat 30 of 
the vehicle includes a rear seat back 32 and a rear seat 

bottom 34. The rear passengers back rests against the rear 
seat back 32 of the vehicle. The rear seat back 32 is 
supported on a ?rst pivot point, de?ned by pins or a rod 36 
in the illustrated embodiment, for pivotal movement 
betWeen the erect position and the folded position Whereas 
the rear seat bottom 34 is con?gured to be pivotable about 
second pivot point de?ned by pins or a rod 38 in the 
illustrated embodiment. Rear seat back 32 includes a front 
surface 40, rear surface 42 and a top portion 44. The rear seat 
back is shoWn as being slightly curved at the top, hoWever, 
any variety of suitable siZes and shapes may be used With the 
present invention. 

The rear seat bottom 34 includes a ?rst surface 46 and 
second surface 48. In the position shoWn in FIG. 2, the 
passenger sits on the second surface 48 of the rear seat 
bottom 34, While the ?rst surface 46 rests against a base, 
such as the cross beam 50, of the vehicle. The rear seat 
bottom 34 can be folded forWard and upWard, by pivoting 
about pivot point 38. 
As can be seen in FIG. 2, the seat back 32 of the rear seat 

30 is positioned forWard of the original seat back position of 
a conventional automobile. In one embodiment, the rear seat 
is positioned approximately 7 inches forWard of the con 
ventional position. The forWard positioning of the rear seat 
helps to create a longer cargo bed length than conventional 
hybrid vehicles, even Without folding the rear seat back 
forWard. The forWard positioning of the seat decreases the 
leg room of the rear passenger, hoWever. In order to com 
pensate for the decrease in leg room, scallops or grooves 28 
may be provided in the back of the front seat for the knees 
of the rear seat occupant. The grooves 28 are siZed and 
shaped to be slightly larger than the knees of a typical back 
seat occupant. 

The rear seat further includes a retractable WindoW 60 for 
retracting into and extending out of the top portion 44 of the 
rear seat back 32. The retractable WindoW 60 serves as the 
back WindoW of the passenger cab 11. The retractable 
WindoW can be made out of any of the conventional mate 
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4 
rials knoWn in the art such as glass or plexiglass. The 
WindoW 60 may also be provided With defroster Wires. The 
rear glass WindoW is con?gured inside the rear seat back in 
a manner that is similar to car doors, or rear WindoWs in 
station Wagons. In one embodiment, the WindoW is poWered 
by a motor that may be positioned in the rear seat back or 
elseWhere. Alternately, the WindoW could be manually oper 
ated by a handle in a manner similar to a manual door 
WindoW. In another embodiment, the rear WindoW could be 
retracted into the rear seat back 32 by pressing or pulling on 
the latch, and alloWing the WindoW to slide into the rear seat 
back by its oWn Weight or by providing an external force. 
When the WindoW is extended as shoWn in FIG. 2, the 

WindoW forms a seal With the vehicle roof 80 and sides. A 
gasket such as those provided for conventional WindoWs 
may be used to provide the seal. The rear surface 42 of the 
rear seat back also serves as the front vertical Wall of the 
cargo bed, therefore, it is important that the rear seat back, 
and especially the rear surface 42 is constructed of sturdy 
material. One material that has been found to be especially 
suitable is ?berglass reinforced plastic. Other materials may 
include a variety of metals such as aluminum and steel, hard 
rubbers, or composite materials. 
When the WindoW is retracted into the seat, and the rear 

seat is folded forWard, as shoWn in FIG. 3, the siZe of the 
cargo bed is signi?cantly increased. This provides for 
increased cargo space and a bed length that is competitive 
With typical conventional cargo beds found in pick-up 
trucks. In one embodiment, one particularly advantageous 
feature is that the rear surface 42 of the rear seat back is 
substantially ?ush With the surface 22 of the ?at bed. 
Because the surfaces are ?ush, the extended cargo bed can 
be used in a manner similar to a conventional truck bed. 

In one embodiment, as best shoWn in FIG. 2, a head rest 
70 is provided that pivots about head rest pivot point 72 on 
the vehicle roof 80. The head rest includes a cushion 74 for 
resting against the rear passenger’s head. Typically, a plu 
rality of head rests 70 Will be provided in the back seat 
passenger area, the number of head rests typically corre 
sponding to the number of passengers that the back seat is 
suitable for handling, for example, tWo or three. In this 
embodiment, the individual head rests may move indepen 
dently or together. Alternately, a single Wider head rest could 
be provided to be shared by the rear passengers. In a 
preferred embodiment, head rest 70 may pivot forWard, as 
shoWn in FIG. 3, and ?ts into a recess (not shoWn) in the 
vehicle roof 80 so that it is ?ush With the roof. If the head 
rest Were provided on the rear seat back, it Would interfere 
With the seat bottom When it is folded forWard as shoWn in 
FIG. 3. While the head rest is typically manually operated, 
it may alternately be electrically actuated in one or both 
directions. 

Additional details of the rear seat and retractable WindoW 
for one embodiment of the present invention are shoWn in 
FIGS. 4—6. As embodied herein and shoWn in FIGS. 4—6, the 
rear seat back 32 includes at least one lever mechanism 90 
for manual actuation of a latch mechanism 92 for locking or 
unlocking the rear seat back in a ?rst (upright) position. The 
lever mechanism 90 includes a manual lever 94 or handle for 
manipulation by the passenger in the rear seat of the vehicle. 
The manual lever 94 pivots about pivot 96 When it is pulled 
by an operator. When the rear seat back 32 is in the upright 
locked position, the lever 94 Will remain in the position 
shoWn in FIG. 4. In the upright position shoWn in FIG. 4, the 
latching mechanism 92 engages With a corresponding mem 
ber (not shoWn) on the vehicle body. In one typical 
embodiment, a bolt of the latching mechanism is projected 
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into the corresponding member on the vehicle body. This 
type of latching mechanism is similar to those utilized in car 
doors. 
When the operator desires to fold the rear seat back to a 

forWard position to eXtend the cargo bed, the operator should 
?rst put the rear WindoW 60 in a retracted position in the rear 
seat back 32, and then pull doWn on the lever 94 so that it 
pivots in a clockWise direction about pivot 96. The lever is 
typically connected to the latching mechanism 92 by a cable 
or rod in order to actuate the latching mechanism. As the 
lever 94 is pulled doWn (in a clockWise direction in FIG. 4), 
the latching mechanism 92 Will become disengaged from the 
corresponding member on the vehicle body so that the rear 
seat back may be pivoted forWard (clockWise in FIG. 4) 
about ?rst pivot point or hinge 36. By pivoting the rear seat 
back to a second folded position, the cargo bed may be 
eXtended as discussed previously. 

In the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 4—6, portions of the 
lever mechanism are contained Within a lever housing 98. 
The lever housing 98 aids in preventing ?ngers or other 
small objects from being inserted into the lever and also 
prevents contamination to or from the lever. Although only 
one lever mechanism is shoWn in FIGS. 4—6, the present 
invention is equally suitable for use With a plurality of such 
lever mechanisms. In an arrangement With tWo lever 
mechanisms, a lever mechanism is provided on each side of 
the rear seat back, instead of on just one end as shoWn in 
FIG. 6. If more than one lever mechanism is provided, the 
vehicle seat back may be folded doWn by an operator that is 
on either the left or right side of the vehicle. 

The rear seat back design of the present invention 
includes a number of other features. For example, the rear 
seat back 32 in one embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 4—6 
includes a motor housing 100 for housing the motor used to 
drive the WindoW 60 into and out of the rear seat back. The 
rear seat back typically includes cushions on the front side 
102 of the rear seat back for the rear seat passenger’s 
comfort. These cushions may be any of the conventional 
cushions knoWn in the art. In another aspect, the rear seat 
back 32 includes a plurality of parallel ribs 110 projecting 
from the rear surface 42 of the rear seat back. The parallel 
ribs 110 are raised surfaces used to protect the ?at portion of 
the rear surface. The parallel ribs 110 may be designed to 
closely match the parallel ribs that are typically provided on 
the bottom surface 22 of the ?at bed 20. By providing the 
ribs 110 at the same height as the ribs on the bottom surface 
22 of the ?at bed, the height of the bed Will remain 
substantially constant betWeen the ?at bed portion and the 
rear surface of the rear seat back When it is folded to a 
doWnWard position. As shoWn in FIG. 5, the rear surface 42 
of the rear seat back may also include a central portion 120 
for placing the name of the vehicle manufacturer, or other 
design. The central portion 120 is located betWeen a top set 
of ribs 110 and a bottom set of ribs 110. Alternately, the 
portion for placement of the name could be located at any 
other position on the rear surface of the rear seat back. 

The operation of the foldable seat back and retractable 
WindoW is as folloWs. 

Initially, the rear WindoW glass 60 is fully eXtended from 
the rear seat back as shoWn in FIG. 2. The rear WindoW glass 
forms a seal so that air, etc. cannot enter the interior of the 
vehicle. The passenger may rest his/her head against the 
head rest. If necessary, the passenger’s knees can be located 
in grooves in the back of the front seat, as previously 
described. 
When it is desirable to eXpand the cargo bed length, the 

passenger must eXit the back seat of the vehicle. The rear 
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6 
WindoW glass 60 is then retracted into the rear seat back 32. 
The system may include a safety device so that the rear seat 
back cannot be folded forWard until the rear WindoW glass 
is fully retracted into the rear seat back. This safety device 
can be in the form of a sensor that senses Whether the rear 
WindoW has been loWered. Alternately, the safety device can 
include a manual release sWitch that can be operated by the 
driver or a passenger of the vehicle. 
The rear seat may be folded forWard and doWn by a 

variety of manual or automatic processes. In a manual 
method of folding the rear seat forWard, the user Will 
typically engage a manual lever such as that shoWn in FIGS. 
4—6 in order to disengage a latch mechanism, and then 
simply pull on the top portion 44 of the rear seat back to 
pivot it about pivot point 36. Alternately, instead of using a 
manual lever, an automatic mechanism may be provided for 
disengaging the latch mechanism. In an automatic method of 
folding the rear seat forWard, the user presses a button so that 
the rear seat back is loWered by a gear or cam mechanism 
Within the vehicle seat. Before the rear seat back is pivoted 
doWn, the rear seat bottom 34 of the rear seat is folded 
forWard and up about pivot point 38, as shoWn in FIG. 3, and 
the rear seat back 32 is folded doWn and forWard about pivot 
point 36. The head rest 70 should be folded upWard and 
forWard so that it Will not interfere With the cargo in the 
cargo area. 

With the rear seat folded forWard, the rear surface 42 of 
the rear seat back 34 Will serve as an extension of the cargo 
bed length, thereby substantially increasing the cargo space 
of the vehicle. In this position, the rear surface 42 and 
parallel ribs 110 of the rear seat back 32 is substantially ?ush 
With the bed surface 22 and corresponding ribs of the bed so 
that cargo can be slid along the bed surface 22 onto the rear 
surface 42. The ?rst surface 46 of rear seat bottom 34 noW 
serves as the front Wall of the noW-eXtended length cargo 
bed. The ?rst surface 46 is preferably made of a sturdy 
durable material, such as those described for the rear surface 
42 of the rear seat back 32, that can Withstand the Wear and 
tear from the moving of the materials into and out of the 
cargo bed. 
The rear seat back and bottom are preferably con?gured 

so that When folded into the second position (shoWn in FIG. 
3), the top portion 44 of the rear seat back 32 closely mates 
With the ?rst surface 46 of the rear seat bottom 34. The seats 
should also preferably be con?gured so that the bottom 
surface of the eXtended bed is smooth and does not have 
signi?cant gaps. The seats can alternately be provided With 
drainage areas so that any rain or other liquid in the cargo 
bed area 20 can drain from the vehicle. In one embodiment, 
the vehicle is provided With seals throughout the vehicle 
bed, including portions Where the vehicle seat back and the 
cargo bed mate. In this embodiment, a trough in the shape 
of a gutter is provided under the seat for Water or other liquid 
that is not effectively blocked by the seal. The trough is 
preferably located immediately beloW the parting line adja 
cent the pivot point 36 Where the rear seat back rear surface 
42 meets With the cargo bed surface 22. 
The rear seat back 32 can be returned to the ?rst position 

(FIG. 2) by any of the manual or automatic processes 
previously discussed. In one embodiment, a gear or cam 
mechanism Will sloWly lift the rear seat back 32 upon 
pressing of a button. Alternately, the rear seat back 32 can be 
manually lifted and pivoted about pivot point 36. When the 
rear seat back is returned to the ?rst position, in one 
embodiment, the latching mechanism Will latch the rear seat 
back into its initial locked position. 

The rear surface 42 of the rear seat back may alternately 
be provided With slots for the positioning of tWo-by-fours or 
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other support structures. In such an embodiment, the Wall of 
tail gate 24 Will also be provided With a slot or recess. In 
another embodiment, tie-doWns may be provided in the rear 
surface 42 of the rear seat back. These tie-doWns can be in 
a variety of designs knoWn in the art. In one embodiment, 
the tie-doWns are in the shape of a hemispherical groove in 
the rear surface With a bar extending across. 

An alternative vehicle embodiment is shoWn in FIGS. 
7—10 With parts corresponding to those described in the 
previous embodiment designated by the same reference 
numbers to Which 200 has been added. In this embodiment, 
the front and rear passenger areas 212 and 214 of the cab 211 
are essentially the same as those of the previously described 
embodiment. Also the front and rear seats 226 and 230 are 
similarly arranged except that in this instance, the rear seat 
back 232 is generally conventional in that it does not carry 
a retractable WindoW, nor does it function as a rear closure 
for the cab 211. HoWever, like the embodiment of FIGS. 
1—6, the rear seat back 232 is movable about a pivot 236 
betWeen an erect seating position, shoWn in FIG. 7, to a 
folded doWn position, shoWn in FIG. 8, after the rear seat 
bottom 234 is pivoted upWard and forWard on its pivot 238. 

The embodiment of FIGS. 7—10 differs from that of FIGS. 
1—6 in that the rear end of the cab 211 is closed in its upper 
part by a ?xed WindoW 260 and in its loWer part by a front 
bulkhead 262 of the cargo bed 220, in Which a hinged door 
264 is mounted. The door 264 is hinged at its bottom edge 
by a pivot 265, and is arranged in the bulkhead 262 to pivot 
forWardly over the rear seat back 232 after it is folded doWn 
to the position shoWn in FIG. 8. A cross-beam 266 extends 
across the cargo bed 220 betWeen the sideWalls 221 and 
serves as reinforcement for the bulkhead 262 and as a 

bottom frame member for the ?xed WindoW 260. As shoWn 
in FIG. 10, the open door 264 extends the cargo bed 220 in 
the rear portion of the passenger cab 211 over the folded rear 
seat back 232. 

Although the above discussion has mainly focused on a 
hybrid vehicle, the provision of a rear seat With a retractable 
WindoW is also suitable for use in a regular pickup truck and 
other vehicles having cargo beds, and is not limited to use in 
hybrid vehicles. Moreover, although the discussion has also 
focused on the use of the above design in a rear seat back, 
the present invention is also suitable in a structure Without 
a seat. For example, the structure previously described as a 
rear seat back may merely be the back of the passenger 
compartment of the vehicle, Without a seat built into the 
structure. Many other variations of the present design are 
also possible. 

It Will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various 
modi?cations and variations can be made in the vehicle seat 
back and passenger compartment of the vehicle of the 
present invention and in construction of this apparatus 
Without departing from the scope or spirit of the invention. 
For instance, the rear of the vehicle may be able to be 
modi?ed so that the WindoW Will function With split fold 
doWn back seats that can be pivoted relative to each other. 
In this manner, the WindoW for one of the back seats can be 
retracted into the seat, and the seat folded forWard, thus 
alloWing the cargo bed length to be expanded in the portion 
of the cargo bed length corresponding to the folded doWn 
seat. Apassenger could remain in the second seat. The back 
seats could also be con?gured so that either or both of the 
back seats can be folded forWard at the same time. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, a rear 
WindoW of the vehicle could be hingedly attached to the roof 
of the vehicle. Prior to folding doWn the rear seat, the rear 
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WindoW could be pivoted upWards and toWard the back of 
the vehicle. After pivoting the rear WindoW, the rear seat 
back could be folded doWn as previously described. 

In a further embodiment of the present invention, a 
removable rear WindoW could be provided, instead of the 
retractable or ?xed rear WindoW shoWn in the ?gures. In this 
embodiment, the rear WindoW could be attached to the rear 
seat back and Walls of the vehicle body. When it is desired 
to fold doWn the rear seat, the WindoW can be detached from 
the rear seat back and vehicle body. Latches or any other 
type of suitable fastening structures may be utiliZed. 

Other embodiments of the invention Will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art from consideration of the speci?ca 
tion and practice of the invention disclosed herein. It is 
intended that the speci?cation and examples be considered 
as exemplary only, With a true scope and spirit of the 
invention being indicated by the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An automotive vehicle body comprising: 
a passenger cab having front and rear passenger areas, the 

rear passenger area including a rear end of the passen 

ger cab; 
a cargo bed having a substantially horiZontal ?oor extend 

ing rearWardly from an opening in the rear end of the 
passenger cab; 

a pivotal rear seat back con?gured to close the opening in 
the rear end of the cab, the rear seat back being movable 
betWeen an erect upright position to close the opening 
and separate the passenger cab and the cargo bed, and 
a folded position to extend the ?oor of the cargo bed 
through the opening in the rear end of the passenger 
cab; and 

a retractable WindoW extendable into and out of a top 
portion of the rear seat back When the rear seat back is 
in the erect upright position, 
Wherein the rear seat back is foldable in a forWard 

direction of the vehicle When the retractable WindoW 
is substantially retracted into the rear seat back, and 
further Wherein the rear passenger area of the pas 
senger cab is suitable for seating a rear passenger 
against a front surface of the rear seat back When the 
rear seat back is in the erect upright position. 

2. The automotive vehicle body of claim 1, further com 
prising a rear seat bottom, the rear seat back and the rear seat 
bottom de?ning a rear seat in the passenger cab, the rear seat 
bottom being pivotal betWeen a generally horiZontal seating 
position and a generally vertical position providing a front 
Wall for the cargo bed extended by the rear seat back in the 
folded position. 

3. The automotive vehicle body of claim 1, further com 
prising a head rest pivotable from a ceiling of the vehicle 
body. 

4. An automotive vehicle body comprising: 
a passenger cab having a rear end; 
a cargo bed having a substantially horiZontal ?oor extend 

ing rearWardly from the rear end of the passenger cab; 
front and rear seats in the passenger cab de?ning front and 

rear passenger areas respectively, each of the front and 
rear seats having a seat bottom and a seat back, the rear 
seat back con?gured to pivotally close an opening in 
the rear end of the cab, the rear seat back being movable 
betWeen an erect upright position to close the opening 
and separate the passenger cab and the cargo bed, and 
a folded position to extend the ?oor of the cargo bed 
through the opening in the rear end of the passenger 
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a retractable WindoW in the rear seat back and adjustable 
betWeen a retracted position Within the rear seat back 
and an extended position projecting from a top edge of 
the rear seat back When the rear seat back is in the erect 
upright position; and 

means supporting the rear seat back for movement 
betWeen the erect upright position and the folded 
position With the WindoW in the retracted position, 
Wherein the rear passenger area of the passenger cab is 

suitable for seating a rear passenger against a front 
surface of the rear seat back When the rear seat back 
is in the erect upright position. 

5. The automotive vehicle body of claim 4, Wherein the 
rear seat bottom is pivotal betWeen a generally horiZontal 
seating position and a generally vertical position providing 
a front Wall for the cargo bed extended by the rear seat back 
in the folded position. 

6. The automotive vehicle body of claim 4, further corn 
prising a head rest pivotable from a ceiling of the vehicle 
body. 

7. An autornotive vehicle body comprising: 
a passenger cab having a rear end; 

a cargo bed having a substantially horiZontal ?oor extend 
ing rearWardly from the rear end of the passenger cab; 

a rear seat back pivotal about a ?rst pivot betWeen an erect 
upright position and a folded position; and 
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a pivoted closure on the rear end of the cab and pivotal 

about a second pivot spaced apart from the ?rst pivot, 
the pivoted closure closing off the rear end of the cab 
When in an erect upright position, thereby separating 
the passenger cab and the cargo bed, and pivotal about 
the second pivot in the forWard direction of the pas 
senger cab to a folded position When the rear seat back 
is in a folded position, thereby extending the ?oor of 
the cargo bed into the rear end of the passenger cab. 

8. The automotive vehicle body of claim 7, Wherein the 
pivoted closure comprises a hinged door. 

9. The automotive vehicle body of claim 8, Wherein the 
hinged door can be pivoted about the second pivot When the 
rear seat back is in the folded position. 

10. The automotive vehicle body of claim 7, Wherein the 
rear seat back is suitable for seating a rear passenger against 
a front surface thereof When the rear seat back is in the erect 
upright position. 

11. The automotive vehicle body of claim 7, further 
comprising a rear seat bottom, the rear seat back and rear 
seat bottorn de?ning a rear seat in the passenger cab, the rear 
seat bottorn being pivotal betWeen a generally horiZontal 
seating position and a generally vertical position providing 
a front Wall for the cargo bed extended by the rear seat back 
in the folded position. 

* * * * * 


