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To all whom, it may concern: ‘ 

Be it known that I, ERNEST PIEPENBRINK, 
a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Huntington, in the county of Huntington 
and State of Indiana, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Fire-Ex~ 
tinguishing Apparatus, of which the follow 
ingpis a speci?cation. 
My invention is an improvement in ?re-ex 

tinguishing apparatus for buildings; and the 
object of the same is to provide a peculiar ar 
rangement of water~distributing pipes and 
controlling devices by which the water can 
be caused to ?ow upon the roof and down the 
front of the building or directed into the same 
to effectually ?ood the interior. 
The greatest amount of destruction of prop 

erty by ?re is due to the spreading of the ?re 
from one building to another, and it is evi 
dent that if a building should be provided 
with facilities for ?ooding the roof and ex 
posed sides the danger of ?re being commu 
nicated to such a building would be greatly 
lessened, if not entirely overcome. "It is there 
fore the primary object of my invention to 
provide a building with facilities by which 
the roof and exposed sides can be quickly 
supplied with ‘continuous streams of water to 
thoroughly protect the same, and in order 
that the interior of the building may be 
?ooded in case a ?re should originate there 
in, to thereby assist in extinguishing the ?re 
or con?ne it within the building, I have also 
provided for controlling the supply of water 
so that it may be directed into the building. 
The following speci?cation enters into a 

detail description of my improved apparatus, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, and what I claim as new in the par 
ticular construction and arrangement of parts 
is more speci?cally set forth in the appended 
claim. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva 
tion showing the application of my inven 
tion. Fig. 2is a sectional view. Fig. 3 is an 
enlarged detail view. Fig. 4C is a sectional 
View. ‘ 

A designates a water-supply pipe which" 
leads from a water-main up one side of the 
house and is coupled to a discharge-pipe B, 
extending along the cornice, said discharge 
pipe being provided with several rows of holes 

I) and 1)’, opening out of the pipe at a tangent. 
This discharge-pipe is preferably located with 
respect to the cornice as shown in the ac 
companying drawings in order that the water 
which is discharged in streams may be direct 
ed against the under side of the cornice and 
down the front of the house from the holes I) 
and b’ and upon the roof by the holes I)2 and 
193, Fig. 4, while the coupling 0 permits of the 
discharge-pipe being turnedto change the 
discharge of the water and direct it also into 
the house, as shown in Fig. 2, openings h and 
It’ being made through the cornice for the pas 
sage of the water therethrough. Where the 
house is not located in a row of houses and 
one side is also exposed, a branch pipe D is 
extended along the upper end of the exposed 
side and is provided with holes, Which‘dis 
charge the water so that it will run down the 
said side of the house—this in addition to 
the pipe B, which discharges the water on 
the front and roof. As ?res very often occur 
from defective ?ues, I also contemplate ex 
tending a perforated pipe around the chim 
ney upon the roof. 
The pipe B by discharging against the part 

5 of the cornice will not only insure the said 
cornice being kept constantly wet, but will 
also direct the water so that it will run down 
the front of the building. 
The discharge of the water is controlled by 

operating-rods E, connected to the pipe B, 
from which they depend to a convenient point, 
and the supply to the said discharge-pipe is 
controlled by a cock F, located in the Water 
supply pipe A. 

It will be understood that Where there is 
no water-main service from which to get a 
supply of water the supply may be furnished 
by an elevated tank or reservoir. 
The operation of my improved apparatus is 

as follows: Supposing an adjoining building 
to be on ?re, the discharge-pipe Bis ?rst ar 
ranged as shown in Fig. 4, and when the wa 
ter is turned into said pipe by opening the 
cock F two streams of water will be dis 
charged upon the roof and two against the 
cornice and front of the house and by keep 

tinuallywet will'e?ectually prevent the ?re 
being communicated to said building. Thus 
a system is provided that is always in place 
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and can be quicklyput into service to thor-v 
oughly protect the house to which the appa 
ratus is applied. I Now in case a ‘?re should 
originate in the house supplied with vthe im 
proved apparatus the-pipe B is arranged, as 
shown in'Fig._ 2, to direct streams of water 
into the house and upon the roof and front in 
such‘manner as to prevent spreading of the‘ 

, ?re, and thereby con?ne it entirely within the 
building and also serving to extinguish the 
?re. It is apparent, therefore, that the ap 
paratus provides for both contingencies and, , 
consisting of only a few pipes, can bereadily 
and cheaply applied to a building and will 
not in any mannerdis?gurelits appearance.’ 
In addition to the apparatus being of serv 

;ice in case of ?re it may also be employed in 
the summerseason tocool the house off in 
the evening, and to do this the discharge-pipe 
is arranged, as shown in Fig. 4:, to direct the 

’ water onto'the roof and down the front of the 
house. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new,>and desire to secure by Letters 
‘Patent, is—— ' ‘ -' ' ' ’ 25 

_ In an apparatus for the purposes set forth, _ 
the combination with a cornice'having open 
ings'through the top and back piece thereof, 
of aitwater-supply‘ pipe A having a valve, a 
distributing-pipe B rotatably supported inythe 
cornice and coupled to the supply-pipe, said 
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distributing-pipe being provided with holes ' 
b, b’,b2 andbs,‘ disposed as shown, rods con 
nected to the ‘distributing-pipe‘ for turning 
the same to change the direction of the 
streams which issue from the aforesaid‘ holes, 
and a strip 8 extending along the cornice to 
de?ect the water, substantially as herein 
shown and described. 

ERNEST PI‘EPENBRINK. 

Witnesses: 
JAMES L. HOWELL, 
WILLIS A.’ MoRsE. 
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