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VISOR CLIP 

This application claims the priority of US. provisional 
application Serial No. 60/117,057 ?led Jan. 25, 1999. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The visor clip for holding a variety of items on a vehicle 
visor is molded from a resilient material and has a primary 
clip portion that holds the clip on a visor and a secondary 
clip that holds various items and cooperates With the primary 
clip portion. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Clips have been used for many years to hold or grip a 
variety of items on a second item or structure. Some of these 
clips have been used to hold items such as eyeglasses on a 
vehicle visor. Others have been used to hold a pencil on a 
hat. An almost in?nite number of examples of items con 
nected together by clips over a period of centuries can be 
found. 

Most of the clips used in recent years have been made 
from spring steel or employ a spring made from spring steel. 
Clips With a separate spring have tWo separate jaWs that are 
moved toWard each other to grip one or more items. One 
piece spring steel clips have tWo opposing gripping surfaces 
that are urged toWard each other by resilience of the mate 
rial. The tWo gripping surfaces may be in contact With each 
other When they are not holding an item or they can be 
spaced apart a predetermined distance. In either case they 
grip an item or items that spread the gripping surfaces When 
the item is moved betWeen the gripping surfaces. Clips have 
been molded from plastic materials. These clips are molded 
from plastics that have suf?cient resilience to grasp an item 
that tends to spread their opposed gripping surfaces apart. 

Clips are knoWn Which have multiple pairs of gripping 
surfaces. Clips With multiple pairs of gripping surfaces have 
shared leg portions With adjacent pairs of gripping surfaces. 
When the leg portions are shared, placing a load betWeen 
one pair of gripping surfaces generally has minimal in?u 
ence on the second pair of gripping surfaces. 

Vehicle visors are subjected to vibrations from the 
vehicle. These vibrations can vary from negligible to severe. 
Due to these vibrations, clips that attach to visors must 
provide substantial holding or clamping force. The required 
holding force increases as the total Weight of items held by 
the clip increase. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The visor clip for holding items on a vehicle visor has a 
primary clip. The primary clip includes a primary bight, a 
?rst primary leg secured to the primary bight and a second 
ary primary leg secured to the primary bight. A ?rst primary 
item engaging surface on the ?rst primary leg faces toWard 
a second primary item engaging surface on the second 
primary leg. A second clip includes a ?rst secondary leg 
secured to the primary bight in a location spaced from the 
?rst primary leg and the second primary leg. The secondary 
clip also includes a second secondary leg secured to the 
primary bight in a location spaced from the ?rst and second 
primary legs as Well as from the ?rst secondary leg. A ?rst 
secondary item engaging surface on the ?rst secondary leg 
faces toWard a second secondary items engaging surface on 
the second secondary leg. 
A third clip, Which is formed on the visor clip, includes a 

bridge that is integral With a ?rst outside surface of the ?rst 
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2 
primary leg. A ?fth leg has a ?fth leg anchor end that is 
integral With the bridge and eXtends from the bridge gener 
ally parallel to the ?rst outside surface of the ?rst primary 
leg to form the third clip. 
The visor clip includes a primary clip, a secondary clip 

and a third clip. The primary clip and the secondary clip 
have a common bight or bridge. The primary clip and the 
third clip have a common leg. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The presently preferred embodiment of the invention is 
disclosed in the folloWing description and in the accompa 
nying draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the visor clip attached to 
a visor and holding a pencil; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational vieW of the visor clip; and 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational vieW of the visor clip. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The visor clip 10 includes a primary clip 12, a secondary 
clip 14 and a third clip 16. The primary clip 10 includes a 
primary bight 18, a ?rst primary leg 20 and a second primary 
leg 22. The primary bight 18 has a bight inside surface 24 
and a primary bight outside surface 26. The ?rst primary leg 
20 has a ?rst primary leg inner end 28 that is integral With 
the primary bight 18. The ?rst primary leg 20 also has a ?rst 
primary leg free end 30. A?rst primary leg item engaging is 
surface 32 is a ?rst serrated surface that increases the 
co-efficient of friction to increase the holding poWer of the 
primary clip 12. The second primary leg 22 has a second 
primary leg inner end 34 that is integral With the primary 
bight 18. The second primary leg 22 also has a second 
primary leg free end 36. Asecond primary leg item engaging 
surface 38 is a second serrated surface With an increased 
co-efficient of friction that faces the ?rst primary leg item 
engaging surface 32. The ?rst and second primary legs 20 
and 22 have a ?rst primary leg outer surface 40 and a second 
primary leg outer surface 42. The primary clip 12 is sym 
metrical about a primary clip central aXis 44 before the third 
clip 16 is added. 
The secondary clip 14 has a ?rst secondary leg 46 With a 

?rst secondary leg inner end 48 that is integral With the 
primary bight 18 and intersects the primary bight outside 
surface 26. A second secondary leg 50 has a second sec 
ondary leg inner end 52 that is integral With the primary 
bight 18 and intersects the primary bight outside surface 26. 
A ?rst secondary leg item engaging surface 54 faces a 
second secondary leg item engaging surface 56 of the 
secondary clip 14. The ?rst and second secondary legs 46 
and so have ?rst and second secondary leg outer surfaces 58 
and 60 as Well as free ends 62 and 64. The secondary clip 14 
is symmetrical about a secondary clip center line 66. The 
secondary clip center line 66, as shoWn in the draWing, is 
coaXial With the primary clip center line 44. 
The third clip 16 includes a bight or bridge 68 that is 

integral With the ?rst primary leg 20 and also intersects the 
?rst primary leg outer surface 40. A ?fth leg 70 has a ?fth 
leg anchor end 71 that is integral With the bridge 68. The 
body of the ?fth leg 70 eXtends from the bridge 68 generally 
parallel to the ?rst primary leg 20. A ?fth leg item contact 
surface 72 faces toWard an item contact surface 74 formed 
by a portion of the ?rst primary leg outer 

The visor clip 10 is preferably molded using a resilient 
plastic material. The primary clip 12 and the secondary clip 
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14 cooperate With each other to increase the clamping force 
of one of the tWo clips When the legs of the other clip are 
spread apart by an item that is to be held by the visor clip 10. 

The disclosed embodiment is representative of a presently 
preferred form of the invention, but is intended to be 
illustrative rather than de?nitive thereof. The invention is 
de?ned in the claims. surface 40 to form the third clip 16. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A clip molded from a resilient material comprising: 

a primary clip having a primary bight With a primary bight 
inside surface, a primary bight outside surface, and a 
primary bight Width; 

a ?rst primary leg having a ?rst primary leg inner end 
integral With said primary bight, a ?rst primary leg item 
engaging surface, a ?rst primary leg free end, a ?rst 
primary leg outer surface, and a ?rst primary leg Width 
that is the same as the primary bight Width; 

a second primary leg having a second primary leg inner 
end integral With said primary bight, a second primary 
leg item engaging surface that faces toWard the ?rst 
primary leg item engaging surface, a second primary 
leg free end, a second primary leg outer surface, and a 
second primary leg Width that is the same as the 
primary bight Width; 

a secondary clip With a ?rst secondary leg having a ?rst 
second leg inner end integral With said primary bight 
and intersecting the primary bight outside surface, a 
?rst secondary leg item engaging surface, a ?rst sec 
ondary leg. free end, a ?rst secondary leg outer surface, 
and a ?rst secondary leg Width that is less than the 
primary bight Width; 
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a second secondary leg having a second secondary leg 

inner end integral With said primary bight and inter 
secting the primary bight outside surface, a second 
secondary leg item engaging surface facing the ?rst 
secondary leg item engaging surface, a second second 
ary leg free end, a second secondary leg outer surface, 
and a second secondary leg Width that is the same as the 
?rst secondary leg Width; 

a bridge integral With the ?rst primary leg and intersecting 
the ?rst primary leg outer surface, a ?fth leg having a 
?fth leg anchor end integral With the bridge, a ?fth leg 
Width that is less than the primary bight Width and 
Wherein the ?fth leg extends from the bridge generally 
parallel to the ?rst primary leg outer surface to form a 
third clip; 

Wherein said primary clip is symmetrical about a primary 
clip center line and the secondary clip is symmetrical 
about the primary clip center line; and the Width of the 
bight, the bridge, the ?fth leg and each leg of the 
primary clip and the secondary clip extending in a 
common direction. 

2. A clip as set forth in claim 1 Wherein the ?rst primary 
item engaging surface is a ?rst serrated surface and the 
second primary item engaging surface is a second serrated 
surface. 

3. Aclip as set forth in claim 2 Wherein the ?rst secondary 
leg item engaging surface is a ?rst secondary leg serrated 
surface and the second secondary leg item engaging surface 
is a second secondary leg serrated surface. 

* * * * * 


