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(57) ABSTRACT 

In a display panel structure, a display panel is interposed 
betWeen a transparent member and a metal sealing member. 
The edge portions of the sealing member are cemented to 
edge portions of the transparent member by adhesive so that 
the display panel is air-tightly sealed from the outside. The 
sealing member is integrally formed With a lattice of out 
Wardly raised ribs for adding rigidity to the sealing member. 

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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DISPLAY PANEL STRUCTURE WITH A 
REINFORCED SEALING MEMBER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to display panels 
such as liquid crystal displays or electroluminescent 
displays, and more speci?cally to a rigid display panel 
structure. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
In a conventional display panel structures a liquid crystal 

display panel or an organic electroluminescent (EL) display 
panel is held betWeen a transparent member and a sealing 
member The edge portions of the sealing member are 
cemented to the edge portions of the transparent member by 
adhesive so that the display panel is air-tightly sealed from 
the outside. For liquid crystal displays, the sealing member 
is formed of glass. The EL display panel is a layered 
structure of an organic luminescent layer, a hole injection 
layer and an electron injection layer, and the sealing member 
for this application is glass or metal This EL display panel 
is cemented to the sealing member by adhesive. 

With the recent advances in notebook computers, there is 
a general tendency toWards using a thinned sealing member 
for the display panel structure for reducing the Weight of the 
portable computers. HoWever, the use of thin sealing mem 
ber reduces the mechanical strength of the display panel 
structure Japanese Patent Publication Hei 9-305125 dis 
closes a display panel structure. In the disclosed patent 
publication, a metal frame structure is provided betWeen the 
transparent member and the sealing member to ensure the 
mechanical rigidity of the display panel structure. HoWever, 
the prior art adds an extra complexity to the display panel 
structure. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide 
a display panel structure having a reinforced sealing member 
for increasing the mechanical strength of the display panel 
structure. 

According to the present invention, there is provided a 
display panel structure comprising a display panel having a 
matrix array of display elements, the display panel having a 
?rst, major surface and a second surface opposite to the ?rst 
surface, a transparent member on the ?rst surface of the 
display panel, and a sealing member on the second surface 
of the display panel, the sealing member having edge 
portions establishing sealing contact With edge portions of 
the transparent member so that the display panel is air 
tightly sealed from the outside of the structure, the sealing 
member having a lattice of ribs outWardly raised from the 
outer surface of the sealing member for strengthening the 
sealing member, 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention Will be described in detail further 
With reference to the folloWing draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional side vieW of a display panel 
structure according to a ?rst embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the display panel structure 
of the ?rst embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional side vieW of a display panel 
structure according to a second embodiment of the present 
invention; 
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2 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional side vieW of a display panel 

structure according to a third embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional side vieW of a display panel 
structure according to a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of a modi?ed sealing member 
of the present invention; and 

FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the sealing member of an 
alternative embodiment of FIG. 6. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In FIGS. 1 and 2, a display panel structure 1 according to 
one embodiment of the present invention includes a trans 
parent member 2, a metallic sealing member 3 and a display 
panel 4 on Which a matrix array of display elements is 
formed. This display panel is sandWiched betWeen the 
transparent member 2 and the sealing member 3 for pro 
ducing a visual image on the major surface of the display 
panel that can be vieWed from the outside through the 
transparent member 2. Sealing member 3 is disposed on the 
opposite surface of the display panel 4. Sealing member 3 
has edge portions cemented to edge portions of the trans 
parent member 2 by the use of adhesive 5 so that the display 
panel 4 is air-tightly sealed from the outside of the panel 
structure 1. Intrusion of air from the outside of the structure 
is prevented. Sealing member 3 is integrally formed With a 
lattice of ribs 6 outWardly raised from the outer surface of 
the sealing member 3 to increase its rigidity as Well as the 
rigidity of the Whole panel structure. Ribs 6 are formed on 
one surface of the metal sealing member 3 by a stamping 
method using a metallic mold so that the sealing member is 
pressed and leaves the replica of the mold on the other 
surface in the shape of a lattice of grooves 7 corresponding 
to the lattice of ribs 6. 

Apreferred embodiment of the present invention is shoWn 
in FIG. 3, in Which the metallic sealing member 3 has a ?at 
inner surface, instead of the grooved inner surface of FIG. 1. 
This embodiment is suitable if the display panel is a liquid 
crystal display panel. Sealing member 3 presents a ?at plane 
to the display panel 4 so that the liquid of the panel is 
prevented from ?oWing out by the adhesive 5 and forms a 
?at panel by the sealing member 5. If the display panel 
structure is of a re?ection type, it is preferable that the inner 
?at surface of the sealing member 3 be mirror-polished so 
that it re?ects light rays off to the transparent member 2. 
A further modi?cation of the present invention is shoWn 

in FIG. 4. This modi?cation is suitable for applications in 
Which the display panel 4 is an organic electroluminescent 
(EL) panel, In this modi?cation, a chamber 9 is formed 
Within the display panel structure betWeen the EL display 
panel 4 and the reinforced sealing member 3. This chamber 
is ?lled With inert gas to protect the organic EL panel from 
vapor and oxygen present in the outside of the panel 
structure 1. 

The edge portions of the reinforced sealing member 3 are 
modi?ed as shoWn in FIG. 5. Each of the edge portions of 
sealing member 3 is formed With a pair of inWardly bent 
parallel ribs 10 and 11 and outWardly bent raised parallel ribs 
12 and 13 betWeen the inWardly bent ribs 10 and 11. Sealing 
member 3 is cemented to the transparent member 2 by 
applying adhesive 5 betWeen the inWardly bent ribs 10 and 
11 so that these ribs are brought into contact With the 
transparent member 2. This arrangement prevents the adhe 
sive 5 from ?oWing toWards the display panel 4 or out of the 
structure 1. 
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As illustrated in FIG. 6, the reinforced sealing member 3 
may be formed With a pair of hooks 14 on each of its tWo 
edge portions for attaching the display panel structure 1 to 
an external structure such as an electronic apparatus or a 

circuit board. Since the usual practice is to use a separate 
frame for attaching the display panel structure to the external 
structure, He use of the hooks 14 eliminates the use of such 
separate frames. Alternatively, as shoWn in FIG. 7, the 
reinforced sealing member 3 may be formed With a ?xing 
member 15 at each corner portion. Each ?xing member 15 
has a hole 16 for attaching the display panel structure to an 
external structure With the use of screWs. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A display panel structure comprising: 
a display panel having a matrix array of display elements, 

said display panel having a ?rst, major surface and a 
second surface opposite to the ?rst surface; 

a transparent member on the ?rst surface of said display 
panel; and 

a sealing member on the second surface of said display 
panel, the sealing member having edge portions estab 
lishing sealing contact With edge portions of said 
transparent member so that the display panel is air 
tightly sealed from the outside of said structure, said 
sealing member having a lattice of ribs outWardly 
raised from the outer surface of the sealing member for 
strengthening the sealing member. 

2. The display panel structure of claim 1, Wherein said 
sealing member is formed of metal and said lattice of ribs is 
integrally formed With said sealing member. 
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3. The display panel structure of claim 2, Wherein said 

lattice of ribs is of a stamped structure on the outer surface 
of said sealing member so that the sealing member is formed 
With a lattice of grooves on the inner surface thereof 
corresponding to said lattice of ribs. 

4. The display panel structure of claim 2, Wherein said 
lattice of ribs is of a forged structure on the outer surface of 
said sealing member so that the sealing member has a ?at 
inner surface Which contacts With the second surface of said 
display panel. 

5. The display panel structure of claim 2, further com 
prising a chamber betWeen the second surface of said 
display panel and the inner surface of the sealing member, 
said chamber being ?lled inert gas. 

6. The display panel structure of claim 1, Wherein said 
edge portions of the transparent member and said edge 
portions of the sealing member are cemented together by 
adhesive, and Wherein each of the edge portions of the 
sealing member is formed With a pair of inWardly bent ribs 
for establishing contact With said transparent member so that 
said adhesive is contained betWeen said pair of inWardly 
bent ribs on each edge portion of the sealing member. 

7. The display panel structure of claim 1, Wherein said 
sealing member is formed With ?xing means for ?xing the 
display panel structure to an external structure. 

8. The display panel structure of claim 6, Wherein said 
sealing member is formed With ?xing means for ?xing the 
display panel structure to an external structure. 

* * * * * 


