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(57) ABSTRACT 

A sidewall portion for a plastic container used to receive a 
commodity and to retain the commodity during high tem 
perature pasteurization and after cooling. The plastic con 
tainer has an upper portion de?ning an aperture sealed by a 
closure, a lower portion forming a base, and a sidewall 
portion unitarily connected with and extending between the 
upper portion and the lower portion. The sidewall portion 
includes panels having a vacuum panel portion unitarily 
formed in and inwardly recessed from the sidewall, and a 
pressure panel portion unitarily formed with the vacuum 
panel portion. The pressure panel portion is movable from a 
?rst position to a second position during pasteurization 
thereby increasing the volume of the container and avoiding 
any signi?cant deformation of the sidewall portion. The 
panels are movable from an increased volume position to a 
reduced volume position thereby decreasing the volume of 
the container and increasing apparent volume of the com 
modity in the container upon cooling after high temperature 
pasteurization. 

17 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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PASTEURIZATION PANELS FOR A PLASTIC 
CONTAINER 

This application claims the bene?t of Provisional Appli 
cation No. 60/126,776, ?led Mar. 29, 1999. 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention generally relates to plastic containers. 
More speci?cally, this invention relates to sideWall portions 
of plastic containers and particularly to panels formed 
therein to accommodate any change in the pressure and 
volume inside the container during the pasteuriZation and 
after subsequent cooling of the contents of the container. 

BACKGROUND 

Thin-Walled plastic containers With a bottle shape are 
popular for retaining liquid commodities, including pasteur 
iZable liquid commodities, such as processed fruit juice. 
These containers are formed in a bloW mold, from a material 
such as polyethylene terephthalate (PET), and are heat set 
resulting in plastic containers that have excellent mechanical 
strength and physical properties, and that are lightWeight, 
inexpensive, recyclable, and manufacturable in large quan 
tities. 

Because of the numerous advantages, plastic containers 
for retaining pasteuriZable solid commodities, such as 
pickles, are desirous. Unlike pasteuriZable liquid 
commodities, pasteuriZable solid commodities require a 
high temperature pasteuriZation process (hereafter just “high 
temperature pasteurization”), exceeding 80° C. and often 
peaking above 100° C. Because of the effects of these high 
temperatures on plastic containers, plastic containers used in 
high temperature pasteuriZation require different mechanical 
and physical properties than plastic containers used in loW 
temperature pasteuriZation. Since the temperature of the 
commodity is raised during the pasteuriZation While the 
plastic container is sealed, high temperature pasteuriZation 
signi?cantly increases the pressure inside the container, 
often more than 40 psi for a rigid (glass) container. The 
plastic containers of the conventional techniques in the art 
cannot accommodate these dramatic temperatures or the 
increase in pressure and these Would unacceptably deform. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
sideWall portion of a plastic container that accommodates 
the increase of internal pressure and volume generated by a 
high temperature pasteuriZation of a commodity in the 
container. 

It is an additional object of the present invention to 
provide a sideWall portion of a plastic container that accom 
modates any subsequent reduction of internal pressure and 
volume caused by a cooling of the commodity in the plastic 
container. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, this invention provides for a sideWall por 
tion of a plastic container that overcomes the problems and 
disadvantages of the conventional techniques in the art. 
Speci?cally, the present invention provides for a sideWall 
portion of a plastic container that accommodates the 
increase of internal pressure and volume generated by a 
pasteuriZation of a commodity in the plastic container. The 
sideWall portion also accommodates any subsequent reduc 
tion of internal pressure and volume caused by a cooling of 
the commodity in the plastic container. 

Brie?y, the invention includes a sideWall portion for a 
plastic container used to receive a commodity and to retain 
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the commodity during pasteuriZation and after cooling. The 
plastic container has an upper portion de?ning an aperture, 
a loWer portion forming a base, and a sideWall portion 
unitarily connected With and extending betWeen the upper 
portion and the loWer portion. The sideWall portion includes 
a panel unitarily formed in and inWardly recessed from the 
sideWall, and includes a vacuum panel portion and a pres 
sure panel, the latter being unitarily formed Within the 
vacuum panel. The pressure panel portion is designed for 
movement from a ?rst position to a second position thereby 
reducing the pressure generated in the container by the 
pasteuriZation of the commodity by increasing the contain 
er’s volume While avoiding any deformation of the sideWall 
portion beyond the panel. The vacuum panel portion is 
movable from a pasteuriZation position to a cooled position 
thereby realiZing a reduction in pressure and volume of the 
container and increasing the apparent volume of the com 
modity in the container. 

Further features and advantages of the invention Will 
become apparent from the folloWing discussion and accom 
panying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an elevation vieW of the plastic container With 
the panels according to the present invention in the receipt 
position; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW of the sideWall portion of 
plastic container, taken generally along the line 2—2 of FIG. 
1; 

FIG. 3 is an elevation vieW of the plastic container With 
the panels according to the present invention in the 
pasteurization-position; and 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of the sideWall portion of 
plastic container, taken generally along the line 4—4 of FIG. 
3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The folloWing description of the preferred embodiment is 
merely exemplary in nature, and is in no Way intended to 
limit the invention or its application or uses. 

The plastic container 10 of the present invention includes 
an upper portion 12, a loWer portion 14, a sideWall portion 
16, and a plurality of panels 17, each panel having a pressure 
panel portion 18 and a vacuum panel portion 20, as shoWn 
in FIG. 1. 

The upper portion 12 of the plastic container 10 de?nes an 
aperture 22, and includes a threaded region 24 and a 
shoulder region 26. The aperture 22 alloWs the plastic 
container 10 to receive a commodity. The threaded region 24 
provides an attachment for a similarly threaded cap (not 
shoWn), Which preferably provides a hermetical seal for the 
plastic container 10. The shoulder region 26 provides a 
structural transition betWeen the threaded region 24 and the 
sideWall portion 16. 
The loWer portion 14 of the plastic container 10 includes 

a base 28 closing off the bottom of the container With an 
inWardly recessed region 30. The base 28 functions to de?ne 
a support or contact ring 31 of the plastic container 10. 
Together With the upper portion 12 and the sideWall portion 
16, the base 28 functions to retain the commodity. 
Formed in the sideWall portion 16 are the panels 17 

mentioned above. In the ?gures, the panels 17 are seen as 
being equidistally spaced around the sideWall portion 16. 
While such spacing is preferred, other factors such as 
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labeling requirements or the incorporation of grip features 
into the container, may require a spacing other than equi 
distant. 

The pressure panel portion 18 of the plastic container 10 
is unitarily formed Within and moveable relative to the 
vacuum panel portion 20. In the preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, the pressure panel portion 18 has a 
generally oval or elliptical shape. The shape of the pressure 
panel portion 18 is designed as a unitary combination of 
three sections; a top section 32 having a semi-circular shape, 
a middle section 34 having a rectangular shape, and a loWer 
section 36 having a semi-circular shape. In this 
con?guration, the middle section 34 has a middle section 
height H1 and a middle section Width W1. Preferably, the 
middle section height H1 measures at least 100% of the 
middle section Width W1 and, most preferably, the middle 
section height H1 measures at least 150% of the middle 
section Width W1. 

The pressure panel portion 18 is initially formed in a ?rst 
position With a slight inWardly boWed shape. The inWardly 
boWed shape has a vertical component, as shoWn in FIG. 1, 
and a transversal component, as shoWn in FIG. 2. The 
pressure panel portion 18 is moveable from the ?rst position 
to a second position having an outWardly boWed shape. Like 
the inWardly boWed shape of the ?rst position, the outWardly 
boWed shape of the second position has a vertical 
component, as shoWn in FIG. 3, and a transversal 
component, as shoWn in FIG. 4. 

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
effective diameter D1 of the pressure panel portion 18 in the 
second position is less than the diameter D2 of the sideWall 
portion 16 of the plastic container 10. The difference 
betWeen the effective diameter D1 and the diameter D2 
alloWs a label (not shoWn) to be attached to the sideWall 
portion 16 above and beloW the panels 17 Without any 
interference from the pressure panel portion 18 in the second 
position. 

The vacuum panel portion 20 is unitarily formed in and 
inWardly recessed from the sideWall portion 16 of the plastic 
container 10 to ensure that the pressure panel portion 18 is 
properly recessed as mentioned above. In the preferred 
embodiment, the vacuum panel portion 20 has a generally 
rectangular shape. Preferably, the vacuum panel height H2 
of the vacuum panel portion 20 measures at least 40% of the 
plastic container height H3 of the plastic container 10 and, 
most preferably, the vacuum panel height H2 measures at 
least 50% of the plastic container height H3. The plastic 
container height H3 being measured from the contact ring 31 
to beloW the support ?ange 15. 
De?ned betWeen adjacent panels 17 are lands or columns 

38 that provide structural support and rigidity to the sideWall 
portion 16 of the plastic container 10. 

The plastic container 10 is preferably bloW-molded With 
a unitary construction from a plastic material such as poly 
ethylene terephthalate (PET) resin. Alternatively, the plastic 
container 10 may be formed by other methods and from 
other conventional materials. Containers bloW-molded With 
a unitary construction from a PET material are knoWn and 
used in the art of plastic containers and their manufacture in 
the present invention Would be readily understood by a 
person of ordinary skill in the art. 

After bloW molding, the container 10 is heat set. Prefer 
rably the heat setting process is such that the crystallinity of 
the panels 17 is at least 30%. 

The plastic container 10 of the present invention is 
intended to be used to receive a commodity and to retain the 
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4 
commodity during pasteuriZation and after cooling. 
Although the plastic container 10 may be used to receive and 
retain various commodities, the plastic container 10 Was 
especially invented and designed to receive and retain solid 
commodities, such as pickles. Unlike other commodities, 
such as some juices, pickles require a high temperature 
(greater than 80° C.) for their pasteuriZation. In some Zones 
of the pasteuriZation oven, the temperature to Which the 
container is eXposed may eXceed 100° C. For various 
reasons, the plastic container 10 is preferably sealed before 
the pasteuriZation of the commodity. Since the temperature 
is raised to approximately 100° C. and the plastic container 
10 is sealed, the pasteuriZation of the commodity results in 
a signi?cant increase in the pressure Within the plastic 
container 10. If a plastic container did not incorporate the 
panels 17 of the present invention, the conventional plastic 
container Would be subjected to an increase of approxi 
mately 40 psi, and Would be permanently deformed or 
rupture. The plastic container 10 of the present invention, 
hoWever, accommodates this increase of internal pressure as 
Well as the corresponding increase in volume. 

During the pasteuriZation, the pressure panel portion 18 
moves in a controlled fashion under the in?uence of 
increased pressure and volume from its ?rst position to its 
second position. By forming the pressure panel portion 18 
With the three above mentioned sections, the upper, middle, 
and loWer sections 32, 34, and 36, (With the upper and loWer 
sections 32 and 36 transitioning into the vacuum panel 
portions 20) deformation of the pressure panel portion 18 is 
generally restricted and principally con?ned to the middle 
section 34. This movement into the second position 
increases the volume of the plastic container 10, thereby 
reducing the pressure in the plastic container 10 generated 
by the pasteuriZation of the commodity. By controlling and 
limiting this deformation to the pressure panel portion 18, 
deformation of the sideWall portion 16 is avoided. 

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
pressure panel portion 18 is initially formed With a slightly 
inWardly boWed shape that inverts about an imaginary plane 
to an outWardly boWed shape in the pasteuriZation position. 
It is noted that in its outWardly boWed shape, the center of 
the pressure panel portion 18 eXhibits the greatest deforma 
tion. The deformation is also such that the maXimum diam 
eter de?ned thereby is less than the overall container 
diameter, ensuring the ability of the container to accept a 
Wrap-around or other style of label Without causing bulging 
of the label. 

Cooling of the commodity occurs after the pasteuriZation 
to reduce the temperature of the commodity to ambient 
temperature. Since the plastic container is sealed as the 
temperature is decreased, the cooling of the commodity 
signi?cantly reduces the pressure inside the plastic container 
10. To accommodate this reduction in pressure, the vacuum 
panel portions 20 move generally inWard from a pasteur 
iZation position to a cooled position. Such movement is 
facilitated by the formation of the circumscribing shoulder 
45 Which de?nes the transition of the panel 17 from the 
sideWall portion 16 to the vacuum panel portion 20. The 
actual movement of the vacuum panel portions 20 may be 
slight. Because of the area of the overall panel 17, hoWever, 
even slight inWard movement results in a dramatic change in 
volume and accommodation of pressure reduction. As an 
added bene?t of the vacuum panel potions 20, the reduction 
in the volume of the plastic container 10 increases the 
apparent volume of the commodity in the plastic container 
10 and assists the marketability of the commodity and the 
plastic container 10. 
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During the pasteurization of some commodities, the pres 
sure panel portions 18 themselves may move from the 
second position to a third position to assist the vacuum panel 
portions 20 in the accommodation of the reduced pressure 
inside the plastic container 10. The pressure panel portion 18 
in the third position may be slightly less outWardly boWed 
than the pressure panel portion 18 in the second panel, may 
be inWardly boWed similar to the inWardly boWed shape of 
the ?rst position, or may be shaped someWhere betWeen the 
tWo positions. The actual movement of the pressure panel 
portion 18 from the second position to the third position Will 
be determined by several factors, such as the initial position, 
the Wall thickness, and the crystallinity of the pressure panel 
portion 18, the temperature used and the internal pressure 
generated during the pasteuriZation, and the siZe of the 
plastic container 10. 

The foregoing discussion discloses and describes a pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention. The person of 
ordinary skill in the art Will readily recogniZe from such 
discussion, and from the accompanying draWings and 
claims, that changes and modi?cations can be made to the 
invention Without departing from the true spirit and fair 
scope of the invention as de?ned in the folloWing claims. 
We claim: 
1. A sideWall portion of a plastic container for receiving 

a commodity and retaining the commodity during high 
temperature pasteuriZation and subsequent cooling, the con 
tainer having an upper portion de?ning an aperture and 
sealable With a closure, a loWer portion forming a base, and 
a sideWall portion unitarily connected With and extending 
betWeen the upper portion and the loWer portion, Wherein 
the sideWall portion comprises a plurality of generally 
rectangular shaped recessed panels formed therein and hav 
ing an average crystallinity above 30%, said recessed panels 
including a substantially oval shaped pressure panel portion 
movable from a ?rst inWardly boWed position to a second 
outWardly boWed position in response to an increase in the 
pressure of the container generated by high temperature 
pasteuriZation of the commodity thereby increasing the 
volume of the container and avoiding deformation of the 
sideWall portion, and a generally rectangular shaped vacuum 
panel portion surrounding said pressure panel portion and 
movable in response to a reduction in the pressure of the 
container due to the subsequent cooling of the commodity 
thereby decreasing the volume of the container. 

2. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said panels 
de?ne a height measuring at least 40% of the plastic con 
tainer’s height. 

3. The sideWall portion of claim 2, Wherein said panel’s 
height measures at least 50% of the plastic container’s 
height. 

4. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein adjacent 
panels generally de?ne a column for structurally supporting 
the container during and after the pasteuriZation of the 
commodity. 

5. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said pressure 
panel de?nes a top section, a middle secton, and a bottom 
section, said top and bottom sections having a generally 
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semi-cicular shape, and said middle section having a gen 
erally rectangular shape. 

6. The sideWall portion of claim 5, Wherein said middle 
section de?nes a middle section height and a middle section 
Width, and said middle section’s height measures at least 
100% of said middle section’s Width. 

7. The sideWall portion of claim 6, Wherein said middle 
section’s height measures at least 150% of said middle 
section’s Width. 

8. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said pressure 
panel portion in said second outWardly boWed position is 
located inWardly of the sideWall portion. 

9. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said pressure 
panel portion is substantially completely contained Within 
said vacuum panel portion. 

10. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said pressure 
panel portion is movable from said second position to a third 
position. 

11. The sideWall portion of claim 10, Wherein said pres 
sure panel portion is at least partially inWardly boWed in said 
third position. 

12. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said sideWall 
portion, said vacuum panel portion, and said pressure panel 
portion are capable of Withstanding temperatures at least 80° 
C. 

13. The sideWall portion of claim 12, Wherein said tem 
perature is at least 100° C. 

14. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said pressure 
panel portion is recessed relative to said vacuum panel 
portion. 

15. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said pressure 
panel portion is centered Within said vacuum panel portion. 

16. The sideWall portion of claim 1, Wherein said outWard 
boWed shape of said pressure panel portion is substantially 
con?ned to a middle section thereof. 

17. A plastic container, comprising: 
a base portion; 
a sideWall portion connected With said base portion, said 

sideWall portion including a plurality of generally rect 
angular shaped panels formed therein having an aver 
age crystallinity above 30%, said plurality of recessed 
panels including a recessed Wall section extending 
radially inWard from an outermost surface of said 
sideWall portion and terminating in a shoulder portion, 
said plurality of panels including a generally rectangu 
lar shaped vacuum panel portion extending a predeter 
mined distance from said shoulder portion of said 
recessed Wall section and de?ning an inner perimeter 
edge and a substantially oval shaped pressure panel 
portion connected to said inner perimeter edge of said 
vacuum panel portion, said pressure panel portion 
being movable betWeen a ?rst inWardly boWed shape 
and a second outWardly boWed shape in response to a 
pressure applied to an internal surface thereof, said 
vacuum panel portion being radially movable about 
said shoulder portion of said recessed Wall portion. 

* * * * * 
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