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SEAT MEANS FOR PREVENTING SHOCK 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The instant application claims Priority of US. Ser. No. 
60/141200 -Jun. 25, 1999, in the name of Donna K. 
JACKSON, inventress of record. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of Invention 

The present invention relates generally to an improved 
system for padding the area Which receives the ischial 
tuberosity and back of a user to prevent mechanical loading 
and insult thereto, generally embodied in seat means, or the 
like layered system for preventing spinal shock, particularly 
to an enhanced ergonomic seat design for use in blocking, 
ameliorating or mitigating loWer back insult, pain and 
debilitation. 

2. Related Art 

Attention is called to the following US. Pat. Nos.: 

5,713,631; 5,553,924; 5,452,940; 5,396,671; 5,269,590; 
5,114,209; 4,837,881; 4,699,427; 4,696,516; 4,571, 
763; 4,555,137; 4,522,447; 4,190,697; 3,874,731; 
3,606,463; and 3,086,317. Each of these patents has 
been studied and found to be technically distinct from 
the instant teachings, and those found to be material are 
at least one of further discussed and cited concurrently 
or concomitantly With the instant submission. 

As leading experts opine that loWer back pin comprises a 
cost approaching $100 billion per annum in the United 
States alone, and almost 20% of the population in the US. 
is impacted during their lifetime, little attention has been 
focused upon simple mechanical and gross anatomic factors 
to treat this problem. Plethoric attempts in the art merely 
highlight the long unrequited need for the instant teachings. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention expressly incorporates by reference 
WO99/20210, [PCT/US98/22205] Which Was invented by 
the present inventor, and renders the discussion of plastics 
herein cogniZable to one having ordinary skill in the art. 

The system is characteriZed by combining all the elements 
and components necessary for preventing shock to a user’s 
spine While seated, With a mechanism for reducing vibration 
imparted to a user’s spine under various conditions. 
LikeWise, the instant teachings encompass emplacing at 
least all of the same into a con?guration suitable in a seating 
device for high performance driving and or endurance 
seating endeavors (for example, in an airplane, boat, office 
chair, golf cart, tractor, or the like settings) in addition to 
proven applications Within the trucking context (for 
example, ‘18 Wheelers’), bicycles, automobiles, of?ce 
chairs, cushions, airplanes, trains, boats and motorcycles, 
inter alia. 

Brie?y stated, there is provided an improved spinal disc 
protection and seat shock prevention system for use in 
conjunction With knoWn seating means provides a density 
differential based means for cradling and bracingly protect 
ing a user’s spinal orientation by angled means for receiving 
a user’s ischial tuberosity in combination With a substan 
tially vertical member comprised of foam, gel and the like 
silicones or polysiloxanes. 

According a feature of the instant teachings there is 
provided, a substantially vertical seating supplement com 
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2 
ponent having a means for bracingly supporting a predeter 
mined aspect of the users’ spine, integrally combined With 
and substantially orthogonal to a substantially horiZontal 
extension component, each of said components de?ned by at 
least a dual density construction having an external portion 
Which is of a relatively higher density then an inner portion 
Whereby the spine is aligned in ?xed spatial relationship 
With the dual density construction When a user is disposed 
therein. 

According to a feature of the present invention, there is 
provided a seat means for maintaining a user’s spine in a 
substantially lordotic position, Which comprises, a substan 
tially vertical member made up of strips of material having 
a ?rst density disposed about a slotted area having a second 
density, a v-shaped cushion means for holding the ischial 
tuberosity of a user; and a means for calibrating and ?xing 
an angle betWeen the substantially vertical member and the 
v-shaped cushion means for holding. 

According to yet a still further feature of the invention, 
there is provided a spinal disc protection and seat shock 
prevention system comprising, a substantially vertical mem 
ber With a ?rst density, having a grooved face for receiving 
a users’ back of a second density, comprised of foam, gel 
and the like silicones or polysiloxanes, angled cushion 
means for receiving a user’s ischial tuberosity integral 
thereWith, and likeWise being of at least tWo respective 
densities, Wherein the angle betWeen said substantially ver 
tical member and the angled cushion means is betWeen 
about 1 and about 15 degrees, While the distal end of the 
cushion angles upWard from betWeen about 1 to about 3 
degress, optimally. 

Improved ergonomic seat design constitutes an area for 
Which longstanding needs remain to be met, despite rapid 
advances in materials’ science and biomedical engineering. 
Namely, although reams of data have been generated relative 
to the effects of seated postural loading upon the human 
spinal system, and concomitant advances in bioprosthetics 
subsume many artisans’ attentions, nary have the tWo been 
Wedded prior to the advent of the present invention. 

The above described and many other features and atten 
dant advantages of the present invention Will become appar 
ent by reference to the folloWing detailed description When 
considered in conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan vieW of dims used to provide a plurality 
of strips of constituent material for use With a device 
according to embodiments of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a mold for generation of an aspect of a device 
according to embodiments of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a vieW of a system according to the present 
invention for molding an aspect of a device according to 
embodiments of the present invention as used With FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a plan vieW of dims used to provide a triangular 
member of constituent material for use With a device accord 
ing to embodiments of the present invention; 

FIG. 4B shoWs an angularly inclined pre-form to the 
v-shaped cushion member, according to embodiments of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a schematic plan vieW of a ?nal assembly used 
With any number of conventional seating means according to 
embodiments of the present invention; 

FIG. 6 is additional vieW of a ?nal assembly used With any 
number of conventional means according to embodiments of 
the present invention as shoWn in FIG. 5; 
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FIG. 7 is a top vieW of a ?nal assembly used With any 
number of conventional seating means according to embodi 
ments of the present invention as shoWn in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 8 is a schematiZed vieW of a conventional seat means 
shoWing the addition of a ?nal assembly used With any 
number of conventional seating means according to embodi 
ments of the present invention as shoWn in FIG. 5—FIG. 7. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The present inventor has discovered that by varying the 
density of seating materials and uniquely positioning the 
same, it is possible to mitigate spinal insult through ana 
tomical support of the spine & tailbone complex, Which 
protects the same from both impact and constant vibration 
damage. Heretofore no approach has combined the position 
of a bottom cushion and back support to impart a proper 
angle and load mitigating design. 

It is noted that the instant speci?cation is a detailed 
description of the best presently knoWn mode of carrying out 
the invention. This description is not to be taken in a limiting 
sense, but is made merely for the purpose of illustrating the 
general principles of the invention. The section titles and 
overall organiZation of the present detailed description are 
for the purpose of convenience only and are not intended to 
limit the present invention. 

Considering the spinal system as including merely the 
vertebrae, disks, ligaments and muscles, the disks Would be 
the ‘shock-absorbers’ or major Weight bearing portions in a 
strict functional sense. A disks’ inner portion further com 
prises dynamic system made up of a viscous material Which 
equilibrates itself by draWing ?uid from surrounding areas. 
A nuclear aspect of the innermost portion of the disk is 
designed to resist mechanically compressive forces. Fibro 
catilagenous rings make up the outer portion of the disk and 
provide a collagen based level of strength and elasticity that 
counters tensile forces acting as an annulus. 

Movement and postural changes induce a pump-like 
mechanism that alters intradiscal pressure, often narroWing 
the disk in a harmful Way over time. As the function of each 
involved disk as a shock absorber is operationaliZed in terms 
of its gross anatomy, the problem becomes clear in that the 
Wrong stresses ?atten both the individual disks and desired 
emergent spinal contours. The teachings of the present 
invention address and correct these issues by providing a 
mechanism to alleviate the ongoing human suffering caused 
by stationary and vehicle seating. 

In short, chronic back pain is often derived from a 
deformation of disc structure oWing to deviations from the 
natural lordotic or “s”/sigmoid curved posture. When the 
human spine is ‘slumped’ the natural curve disappears and 
the spines’ vertebrae receive pressure, oWing to unfavorable 
mechanical loading and issue iterated above, inter alia. 

Plethoric examples of seat designs (including the numer 
ous patents studied, as enumerated above) have failed to 
address the exact anatomical support required by using a 
symmetrically raised portion on the cushions to support the 
spinal column or tailbone. Proper support mitigates poor 
posture, Weakened and fatigued back muscles and chronic 
back pain. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, a 
longitudinal vertical region receives the spine of one dis 
posed upon a seat means, and a density differential betWeen 
peripheral and central portions of the longitudinal vertical 
region houses and shields the user’s spine from insult. 

LikeWise according to a preferred embodiment, a 
‘v-shaped’ bottom cushion angles upWard from a point of 
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contact near the back cushion to a height of about four 
inches, having a mean angle of betWeen about 2.2 to about 
2.7 degrees, more preferably about 2.5 degrees. This angle 
has been discovered to facilitate an optimiZed lordotic 
loading, or impart to the spine a pareto-optimal “s”/sigmoid 
curvature asymptotically approaching the minimiZed load 
ing posture. 

Referring to FIG. 1 a plan vieW of dims 20 as knoWn to 
those skilled in the art, such as is used to provide a plurality 
of strips of ?rst constituent material 22 for use With appa 
ratus; 38 (not shoWn) according to embodiments of the 
present invention. Those having a modicum of skill in the art 
Will readily comprehend that material strips 22 consisting 
essentially of foam, silicone and mixtures or combinations 
thereof is conventional and/or disclosed in applicant’s 
co-pending publication by the WIPO under publication no. 
WO99/20210, Which is the publication of PCT/US98/22205, 
and has been expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

Polymeric polysiloxanes, silicones, gels, admixtures, and 
the entire surrounding family of plastic and rubber mol 
ecules have been explored by the instant inventor, a leading 
and Certi?ed Prosthetist, for the last tWo decades. What has 
been discovered is that by varying regions of relative density 
an actual mechanical and structural enhancement to existing 
seat designs is possible. 

LikeWise, as discussed in WO99/20210 [PCT/US98/ 
22205] formulaic and formulational generation of the instant 
dims 20, housing material strips 22 is either knoWn or taught 
by applicant’s technological disclosures including any 
required knoW-hoW and shoW-hoW, in addition to sources of 
the actual compounds used. The substitution of related 
materials is similarly conventional. It is also understood that 
for use With, for example, airplane seating, certain FAA 
regulations and design requirements related to foam densi 
ties are complied With. LikeWise, the same are expressly 
contemplated by the instant teachings. As enumerated Within 
the claims appended hereto, respective foam densities on the 
order of from about 20 lbs pressure sensivity to about 200 
lbs pressure sensivity are functionally operational Within the 
context of the instant teachings. Both closed cell and open 
cell foam are also useful for the purposes of the instant 
teachings. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, and to FIG. 3, mold 24 has a 
trough-like means 26 for receiving a gel-like precursor to the 
second constituent material Which may be injected into, for 
example a preferred embodiment shoWn here as recess or 
groove 30 Which Works With the present invention 38 ( Not 
shoWn in these vieWs but, see, for example completed 
apparatus/assembly 38 as shoWn in FIG. 5 and in FIG. 8), 
With a Workplace 28 having properties of a conventional 
piston-loaded dispenser, cured and removed. Alternately as 
discussed in applicant’s WO99/20210 [PCT/US98/22205] 
other knoWn processes to generate apparatus 38 may be 
used. It is noted that for the second constituent material, 
foam densities on the order of from about 1 lb pressure 
sensitivity to about 83 lbs pressure sensitivity are function 
ally operational Within the context of the instant teachings. 
Both closed cell and open cell foam are also useful for the 
purposes of the instant teachings. 

Referring noW to FIG. 4, dims 33 used to provide a 
desired portion 31 of triangular member 40 has a proximate 
end 32 Which is attached to the rest of the assembly and is 
made of ?rst constituent material for use With apparatus 38 
according to embodiments of the present invention is shoWn. 
As fully enumerated Within the claims appended hereto, 
respective foam densities on the order of from about 20 lbs 
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pressure sensivity to about 200 lbs pressure sensivity are 
functionally operational Within the context of the instant 
teachings. Both closed cell and open cell foam are also 
useful for the purposes of the instant teachings. 

Turning to FIG. 4B, a detailed vieW of bottom cushion 40 
is shoWn as the same is still part of dims 33. A distal end of 
this assembly 31, is angled measured by 37 upWard toWard 
proximate end 32. The angled v-shaped cushion portion 
signi?cantly is angled from a distal to a proximate end of the 
cushion measured by inclination angle 37 preferably from 1 
to about 3 degrees. IN preferred embodiments prototyped to 
dated, the angle is preferred at about 2.0 to about 2.8 
degrees, most preferably under about 2.2 degrees. This angle 
has been discovered to facilitate an optimiZed lordotic 
loading, or impart to the spine a pareto-optimal “s”/sigmoid 
curvature asymptotically approaching the minimiZed load 
ing posture. Those skilled likewise shall adjust this angle 
and the angle betWeen the cushion means and the substan 
tially vertical member as needed based upon the involved 
use and seat. 

FIG. 5 shoWs apparatus 38 fully assembled, as Would be 
conventionally knoWn to those skilled in the art in terms of 
assembly, triangular member 33 has been angled and molded 
to yield a pre-form used With the strips 22 to form apparatus 
38. It is noted that silicones, gels, and/or foams involved can 
be mixed and matched to achieve the desired densities. 

LikeWise, referring to FIG. 6 substantially vertical portion 
M angles in one ordinal plane, While substantially horiZontal 
portions J and L are de?ned by an axis substantially orthogo 
nal to M, or in a horiZontal plane. It is at this point that the 
objects of the present invention are denoued. Unlike con 
ventional seating schemes and mechanisms, in lieu of keep 
ing the J and L portions as shoWn in this ?gure an upWard 
angle is imparted to the entire loWer assembly. 

Referring noW to FIG.7, a top vieW shoWs that the desired 
portion triangular member 33 has been integrated as bottom 
cushion 40 of apparatus 38. It is noted that dimension N is 
variable and may be altered betWeen different siZes based 
upon the application in question. 

Turning noW to FIG. 8, To impart a proper angle to the 
spine of a user, the ‘v-shaped’ bottom cushion 44, of 
assembly 38, angles upWard at an angle [theta] 48 upWard 
from a point of contact 50 near the back of cushion 44 to a 
height of [for example, in the illustration of about four 
inches], having a mean angle of betWeen about 1 and about 
15 degrees. It is further noted that referring back to FIG. 4B, 
the angled v-shaped cushion portion likeWise is angled from 
a distal to a proximate end of the cushion measured by 
inclination angle 37 preferably from about 2.0 to about 2.8 
degrees, most preferably under about 2.2 degrees. This angle 
has been discovered to facilitate an optimiZed lordotic 
loading , or impart to the spine a pareto-optimal “s”/sigmoid 
curvature asymptotically approaching the minimiZed load 
ing posture. 

Referring still to FIG. 8, a full vieW shoWs a schematiZed 
vieW of a car seat or airplane seat, but it is understood that 
the same do not limit the instant teachings. For example, 
most cushions sit ?at, or beloW the lumbar line and therefore 
most seats make the lumbar support strike users in the 
thoracic region. Alternately, users move forWard in the seat 
and rest their scapulas on the back. According to the instant 
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teachings, the angle 48 compels a proper positioning of a 
user’s spine in groove 55, Which is de?ned by the dual 
density structure underlying the seat means 100. 

By having a graduated ‘v-shaped’ bottom, the gluteur 
region is positioned properly to impart lordosis in any 
conventional seat means 100, in Which apparatus 38 is 
installed. LikeWise, the instant structure may be draped, 
attached on a top side of, embossed into, or otherWise 
connected to seating means. 

Although the present invention has been described in 
terms of the preferred embodiments above, numerous modi 
?cations and/or additions to the above-described preferred 
embodiments Would be readily apparent to one skilled in the 
art. It is intended that the scope of the present invention 
extends to all such modi?cations and/or additions and that 
the scope of the present invention is limited solely by the 
claims set forth beloW. 

I claim: 
1. A spinal disk protection and seat shock prevention 

system comprising: 
a substantially vertical member With a ?rst density, having 

a grooved face for receiving a user’s back of a second 
density, comprised of at least foam, gel and polysilox 
anes; 

angled cushion means having, a distal and proximate end 
relative to the substantially vertical member, for receiv 
ing a user’s ischial tuberosity integral thereWith, and 
likeWise being of tWo densities; 

Wherein an angle of inclination from said proximate end 
to said distal end ranges betWeen about 1 to about 3 
degrees, said ?rst density ranging from abut 20 lbs. 
pressure sensitivity to about 200 lbs. pressure sensitiv 
ity; and, 

said second density ranging from about 1 lb. pressure 
sensitivity to about 83 lbs. pressure sensitivity. 

2. A spinal disk protection and seat shock prevention 
system comprising: 

a substantially vertical member With a ?rst density, having 
a grooved face for receiving a user’s back of a second 
density, comprised of foam, gel and polysiloxanes; 

angled cushion means, having a distal and proximate end 
relative to the substantially vertical member, for receiv 
ing a user’s ischial tuberosity integral thereWith, and 
likeWise being of tWo respective densities; 

Wherein an angle of inclination from said proximate to 
said distal end ranges betWeen about 1 and about 3 
degrees, said ?rst density ranging from about 20 lbs. 
pressure sensitivity to about 200 lbs pressure sensitiv 
ity; and, 

said second density ranging from about 1 lb. pressure 
sensitivity to about 83 lbs. pressure sensitivity, Wherein 
said angled cushion means, said angle of inclination 
from said proximate to said distal end ranges from 
betWeen about 2.0 to about 2.8 degrees. 

3. System as claimed in claim 2, Wherein said system is 
incorporated Within a seat for at least one of an automobile, 
an airplane, a truck, and a stationary seating unit for receiv 
ing a user’s back or buttocks. 

* * * * * 


