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To all whom it'mcty concern. 
Be it known that I, J AcoB EDWARD VAN 

NOTE, of Lakota, in the county of Nelson and 
State of North Dakota, have invented a new 
and Improved Snap, of which the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description. 
One object of my invention is to provide a 

simple and economic form of snap-hook which 
may be used wherever such a device is appli 
cable, but which is especially designed to be 
employed in connection with harness to at 
tach the driving-reins or a hitching-strap, for 
example, to the rings or ring of a bridle-bit. 
Another object of the invention is to so con 

struct a snap-hook that no springs are neces 
sary and also so that the snap will automatic 
ally lock and will not become accidentally un 
locked while in use. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and pointed out in the claims. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this speci?cation, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the ?gures. 
Figure 1 is a plan view of the improved 

snap. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sec 
tion through the central portion of the snap, 
and Fig. 3 is a transverse section taken prac 
tically on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. 
The body of the improved device consists 

of a shank 10, having a loop or eye 11 at one 
end anda hook 12 at its opposite end, and the 
said hook is rearwardly curved over the said 
shank. The shank is provided with a longi 
tudinal slot 13, that extends from a point near 
the loop or eye 11 to a point within the hook 
12, as is best shown in Fig.2, and that por 
tion of the hook that is carried over the shank 
is provided with a transverse rib 14 on its un 
der side, constituting a stop. As shown in 
Fig. 1, this rib extends beyond opposite sides 
of the rearwardly-curved portion of the hook, 
and the side edges of the ends of the ribs or 
?anges 14 are usually beveled, so as to ren 
der the free end of the hook symmetrical, as 
also shown in Fig. 1. The ?ange or rib 14 is 
located nearer the body portion of the hook 
than its free end, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and 

the under face of the free end of the hookis 
provided with a concavity 15, said concaved 
surface being carried to the bottom of said 
flange or rib 14,_as is also shown in Fig. 2. 
A slide 16 is used in connection with the 

body. This slide is of sufficient width to ex 
tend practically to the side edges of the shank 
10, and said slide is provided with a rib 16a 
on its bottom of such dimensions that it will 
move freely in the slot 13 of the shank 10. 
The rib 16“ of the slide is provided with a 
longitudinal slot 17, and the slide is held with 
in the slot of the shank 10 of the body by pass 
ing a pin 18 through said shank and through 
the slot 17 in the slide, as is shown in Figs. 
2 and 3. > The upper face of the slide is de 
cidedly concaved, as is shown in Figs. 1 and 
2, forming thereby two end sections 19 and 
20, whose tops are considerably above the 
horizontal plane of the central portion of 
said concaved surface of the slide. The end 
19 of the slide, which is the forward end, is of 
such length that when the slide is drawn rear 
ward as far as possible the said forward end 
19 of the slide will engage with the under sur 
face of the hook 12 adjacent to its free end, 
as shown in Fig. 2, thus preventing the es 
cape of any ring that may have been entered 
at the hook portion of the snap. The slide is 
readily moved forward and backward through 
the medium of the rear end 20, and said slide 
may be operated as conveniently in very cold 
weather as in warm weather and as readily 
with gloves as without them. 
When a ring is to be entered at the hook 

portion of the snap, the slide is carried for 
ward as far as possible, as shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. 2. A ring may now be passed 
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between the concaved surface of the slide _ 
and the concaved surface 15 of the front end 
of the hook 12 back to the forward body por 
tion of the hook, and as soon as the slide is 
released the tendency of the slide will be to 
move rearward and close the opening at the 
mouth of the hook. 
While the snap is in use, in the event the 

ring should have a tendency to move rear 
ward it will strike the stop or rib 14 and be 
de?ected downward or in direction of the 
shank 10 and will thus be brought in engage 
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ment with the forward end of the slide, and 
the ring when so engaging will force the slide 
farther rearward, if possible, and will more 
securely lock the mouth of the hook. 
The device is exceedingly simple. It is 

durable and economic, and the absence of 
springs renders the device reliable at all 
times. Through the medium of the slide 16 
the snap is readily made to engage with the 
ring and may be as conveniently disengaged 
therefrom. It is possible to remove the hook 
from the snap only when the slide is carried 
forward, the ring having previously been car 
ried to an engagement with the concaved sur 
face 15 at the mouth of the hook. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent- 

1. A snap, consisting of a longitudinally 
slotted shank formed with a hook having a 
concave under surface at its free end and a 
transverse rib at the inner end of said sur 
face, and a slide ?tted to slide loosely in the 
slot of the shank, said slide having a con 
cavity in its upper face opposed to the con 
cave surface of the hook and a raised end 
section formed on each side of its concavity, 
the inner end section forming a ?nger-hold, 
and the outer end section abutting against 

the free end of the hook when the slide is at 
the outer limit of its movement, as set forth. 

2. A snap, consisting of a longitudinally 
slotted' shank formed with a hook having a 
concave under surface at its free end and a 
transverse rib at the inner end of said sur 
face, a transverse pin in the slotted portion 
of said shank, a slide having movement on 
the upper face of said shank and having a 
concavity on its upper face opposed to the 
concaved surface of the hook and a raised 
end section at each side of its concavity, said 
slide being formed on its bottom with a rib 
?tting in the slot of the shank and formed 
with a longitudinal slot in which the trans 
verse pin is received, the said slot being of 
such a length that the inner end section of 
the slide will stop between the free end of the 
hook and the transverse rib when the slide is 
at the inner limit of its movement whereby to 
form a zigzag or undulating passage for the 
insertion of a ring, and whereby the said end 
section of the slide will abut against the free 
end of the hook when the slide is at the outer 
limit of its movement, as set forth. 

JACOB EDWARD VANNOTE. 
\Vitnesses: 

L. W. FLoREN, 
H. G. MERRITT. 
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