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HIP-JOINT ENDOPROSTHESIS SYSTEM 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 of 
German application DE 199 28 709.0, ?led Jun. 23, 1999. 

DESCRIPTION 

The invention relates to a hip-joint endoprosthesis system 
according to the precharacteriZing clause of Claim 1. 

Hip-joint endoprostheses With a lea?ike shaft are dis 
closed in the patent EP 0 032 165 B1. 

In this knoWn construction the shaft is tapered, expanding 
approximately conically on all sides along its long axis from 
the distal end over a distance of betWeen about 2/3 and 3A1 of 
the total length of the shaft, measured along the long axis. In 
this upper region the medial narroW side of the shaft extends 
outWard from the cone in a continuously curving arch that 
ends in a collarlike projection. This projection separates a 
femoral anchoring section of the shaft from a prosthesis 
neck, Which comprises a peg that tapers proximally and 
serves to receive a spherical joint head. The axis of the 
prosthesis neck intersects the long axis of the shaft at an 
angle that corresponds substantially to the angle betWeen the 
neck and the long axis of the femur in a natural hip joint. 

The knoWn construction has proved useful in avoiding a 
so-called “closure rotation” during insertion of the prosthe 
sis Without needing to make the plane of resection at the 
neck of the femur too deep. This disadvantageous “closure 
rotation” consists in the folloWing: because the leaf of a 
conventional prosthesis shaft must have a certain minimal 
thickness, during complete insertion of such a shaft into the 
femur the shaft often rotates oWing to the multiple curvature 
of the proximal end of the femur, Which causes a straight or 
even slightly curved object to be diverted aWay from the 
Wall of the femoral bone. 

In clinical practice it has been shoWn that for large groups 
of patients Who require an arti?cial hip joint, Whereas the 
overall length of prostheses (to be understood as a projection 
of the total extent of the prosthesis shaft from its distal end 
to the outermost end of the peg formed on the prosthesis 
neck) is substantially the same, because of individual ana 
tomical peculiarities it is necessary both to employ prosthe 
sis shafts With different dimensions and hence also to use 
different tools to prepare the femur for the implantation 
thereof. More detailed investigations have revealed that 
Within such patient groups the anatomical differences reside 
mainly in a difference in the distance separating the point of 
rotation of the hip-joint ball from the long axis of the femur. 
The object of the present invention, as folloWs, derives from 
this ?nding. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The object of the invention is to disclose a hip-joint 
endoprosthesis system of this generic kind that provides a 
saving of time and cost during implantation, in particular 
during the Work of preparing the bone for implantation of the 
prosthesis shaft. 

This object is achieved by a hip-joint endoprosthesis 
system With the characteristics given in Claim 1. 

The invention includes the essential idea of providing a 
hip-joint endoprosthesis system the length of Which, With 
reference to the long axis of the prosthesis shaft, is substan 
tially constant. This system has the considerable advantage 
that When preparing the femur for implantation, it is possible 
to Work With a uniform rasped dimension for all prosthesis 
siZes Within the system. 
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2 
The invention further includes the idea that this constancy 

of overall length of the prosthesis shaft, combined With 
differently long prosthesis necks, can be achieved in one 
variant by altering the angle betWeen the axis of the pros 
thesis neck and the long axis of the anchoring section, 
according to the length of the prosthesis neck. In another 
variant this angle (the so-called “CCD angle”) is kept 
constant but an “offset” section is inserted into the prosthesis 
neck in its long direction, such that the amount of lateral 
offset to be provided is determined by the required length of 
the prosthesis neck, ie by the required distance betWeen the 
long axis of the anchoring section and that point (the 
“reference point”) in the region of the peg of the prosthesis 
neck that coincides With the central point or point of rotation 
of the subsequently attached joint ball. In principle a com 
bination of the tWo variants is also possible. 

The second variant is most appropriate for relatively great 
prosthesis neck lengths, for Which it might be necessary to 
make the prosthesis neck angle disadvantageously small in 
order to ensure uniformity of the overall length of the 
prosthesis shafts Within the system. In such cases the advan 
tages obtained With the prosthesis-neck offset section coun 
terbalance the possible disadvantages of the irregularity (a 
“kink”) in the medial arch line associated With inserting the 
offset (Which in some circumstances can result in highly 
stressed pressure sites in the corresponding region of the 
spongiosa). In the range of less great prosthesis neck 
lengths, hoWever, from the current vieWpoint the adjustment 
of CCD angle in accordance With the prosthesis neck length 
appears to be the preferred variant. 
A further essential aspect consists in constructing the 

prosthesis neck such that it is ?attened in cross section. Its 
cross-sectional con?guration is thus in some degree matched 
to the lea?ike cross section of the femoral anchoring section; 
the spectrum comprises more or less ?at ellipses, rectangles 
With rounded corner regions, combinations of circular and 
straight sections, or the like. In particular in combination 
With above-mentioned variant of a prosthesis shaft having an 
offset in the long direction of the prosthesis neck, it is 
advantageous in special embodiments for the cross-sectional 
con?guration to change along the length of the neck. For 
example, an originally elliptical cross section in the region 
of the medial arch can become circular proximal to the offset 
section, or the cross section of the ellipse can change. In 
another embodiment the neck cross section can be approxi 
mately rectangular distal to the axis offset point, Whereas 
proximal to this point it is square or has a different rectan 
gular shape. 

In one special embodiment, advantageously matched to 
the anatomical relationships, the shaft cross section is 
approximately trapeZoidal at least in the proximal section, in 
particular has a symmetrical trapeZoidal shape With tWo 
equally long longer sides that in cross section delimit the 
anterior and posterior surfaces of the shaft, and tWo differ 
ently long shorter sides of Which the shorter corresponds to 
the medial surface and the longer, to the lateral surface of the 
shaft. 

Additional advantageous structural features and alterna 
tives of the construction in accordance With the invention 
Will be apparent from the subordinate claims and are 
described in detail With reference to the folloWing exem 
plary embodiments and to the attached draWings, Wherein: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side vieW of a lea?ike shaft prosthesis in Which 
are sketched possible positions of various joint balls With 
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differently long neck sections, showing the corresponding 
reference points and distances from the long axis of the 
shaft, 

FIG. 2a is a schematic draWing to explain a ?rst embodi 
ment of the invention, 

FIG. 2b is a partial vieW of tWo superimposed prosthesis 
shafts With Which this embodiment is implemented, 

FIG. 3 is a schematic draWing to explain a second 
embodiment of the invention, and in 

FIGS. 4a—4d various prosthesis-neck cross sections are 
sketched. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Aprosthesis shaft 1 shoWn in FIG. 1 serves to anchor a 
hip-joint prosthesis in the femur. Starting at a distal end 5, 
the prosthesis shaft 1 expands approximately uniformly on 
all sides toWards the proximal region, Where it is continuous 
by Way of a medial arch 7 With a prosthesis neck 9 that ends 
proximally in a peg 11 to receive a joint ball. The position 
of an anchoring section 3 of the prosthesis shaft 1 can be 
described by a shaft long axis AS, Whereas the position of the 
prosthesis neck can be described by its long axis AH. The 
shaft long axis AS and the neck axis AH enclose an angle 0t 
(customarily called the CCD angle). In FIG. 1 the resection 
plane RES to Which reference is made during implantation 
is also indicated. 
As sketched in the ?gure, Within a given shaft system the 

various prosthesis shafts of the kind shoWn here can have 
necks of different lengths and hence—assuming a constant 
CCD angle ot—can differ With respect to the distances A1, 
A2, A3 betWeen shaft long axis AS and the associated 
reference points R1, R2, R3, respectively, in the region of the 
peg 11. Each of the reference points R1, R2, R3 designates 
the center point of an associated joint ball (Which is not 
identi?ed by a special symbol in the ?gure). The individual 
prostheses in the system thus also differ in their overall 
length, ie the distance betWeen the distal end 5 and the 
individual reference point R1, R2, or R3, Which in the ?gure 
is identi?ed by l1, 12 or 13, respectively. As a result, during 
preparation of the femur different rasped dimensions must 
be used, so that if the number of patients to be treated is 
relatively large, a relatively great amount of effort must be 
expended for such preparation. 

FIG. 2a is a set of diagrams representing a ?rst variant of 
the embodiment of the invention, Which is characteriZed by 
the provision of different CCD angles (x1, (x2 or (x3 in the 
prosthesis shafts S1‘, S2‘ and S3‘, respectively, of a hip-joint 
endoprosthesis system (in this case a three-part system). The 
variation of the CCD angle betWeen the shaft long axis AS 
and the neck axis AH enables all the prosthesis shafts to have 
the same overall length 1 despite the different distances A1, 
A2, A3 betWeen the shaft long axis AS and the associated 
reference point R1‘, R2‘, R3‘. 

In FIG. 2b this embodiment is shoWn in someWhat greater 
detail, in a partial vieW of a lea?ike prosthesis shaft of the 
kind shoWn in FIG. 1. In a superimposed, sketch-like 
representation the ?gure shoWs the proximal region of tWo 
prosthesis shafts 1.1‘ and 1.2‘. The anchoring sections of 
these prosthesis shafts, labelled 3.1‘ and 3.2‘, respectively, 
are identical in their external contours; hoWever, the incli 
nations of the prosthesis necks 9.1‘ and 9.2‘, beginning as far 
distal as the region of the medial arch 7.1‘ or 7.2‘, and the 
positions of the pegs 11.1‘ and 11.2‘ are different. The 
projections of the associated reference points Rm, and R12 
With respect to the shaft long axis A5 are effectively made to 
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4 
coincide in that the CCD angle (X‘Ll of the prosthesis shaft 
1.1‘ is set at a value of 131° and the CCD angle 0012 of the 
prosthesis shaft 1.2‘ is set at a value of 126°. Of course, this 
difference in angle brings about the divergent contour, 
visible in the ?gure, in the region including the distal end of 
the medial arch and the prosthesis neck as a Whole. 

In FIG. 3 and alternative embodiment of the invention is 
shoWn by means of rough diagrams of three prosthesis shafts 
S1“, S2“ and S3“. The special feature of this embodiment 
consists in the provision of an offset O2 or O3 in the course 
of the neck of the prosthesis shafts S2“ and S3“, respectively. 
This offset enables the overall length l of all prosthesis shafts 
in the system to be made the same, in spite of the different 
distances betWeen the reference points R1“, R2“ or R3“ and 
the shaft long axis AS, and despite the uniform angle 0t 
between A5 and the neck axis AH. 

In FIGS. 4a to 4d are shoWn in cross section—merely as 
examples of the diversity of possible concrete cross 
sectional shapes—some preferred embodiments of the pros 
thesis neck 9.1‘ or 9.2‘ of a hip-joint prosthesis shaft such as 
is represented in FIG. 2b. To distinguish these from one 
another and from the prosthesis neck according to FIG. 2b 
(assumed to be circular in cross section), the prosthesis 
necks in thise draWings are identi?ed as 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D. 

In the embodiment according to FIG. 4a the anterior 
posterior ?attening produces an elliptical cross section, such 
that the major axis of the ellipse is oriented substantially in 
the medial-lateral direction. FIG. 4b shoWs another variant, 
in Which the prosthesis neck has the cross section of a 
rectangle rounded in the corner regions. The longer side of 
the rectangle a here extends—in analogy to the major axis of 
the ellipse according to FIG. 4a—in the medial-lateral 
direction. In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4c the anterior 
and posterior boundaries of the cross-sectional shape are 
straight lines, Whereas the medial and lateral boundary lines 
are each sections of a circular arc. The prosthesis neck 9D 
shoWn in FIG. 4 has a cross-sectional shape in Which all the 
boundary lines are sections of circular arcs, those that form 
the anterior and posterior boundaries having a larger radius 
than those that form the medial boundary. 

In FIGS. 4a and 4b a dashed line in each draWing 
indicates the surface contour of the corresponding prosthesis 
neck 9A or 9B proximal to an offset point such as exists in 
prosthesis shafts of the system sketched in FIG. 3. In such 
an embodiment, therefore, the neck cross section in the 
region proximal to the offset section differs from that in the 
region distal to this section, Which can advantageously 
enable the surface contour to be made uniform in the region 
of the medial arch in all shafts of the system, even though 
a more or less large offset is present in individual prostheses. 

The cross section of the anchoring section of the pros 
thesis shafts in the embodiments proposed here can have the 
shapes already knoWn for lea?ike prosthesis shafts; 
hoWever, the proposed solution can be implemented espe 
cially advantageously With a substantially trapeZoidal shaft 
cross section, Which is especially Well suited to the anatomi 
cal situation. The shape of this trapeZoid is preferably 
substantially symmetrical, the anterior and posterior edges 
being equally long and longer than the lateral and medial 
edges, of Which in turn the medial edge is the shorter. In the 
edge regions of the corresponding anchoring section (i.e., at 
the corners of the trapeZoid that speci?es the cross-sectional 
shape) chamfers or facets are preferably provided. 

All the characteristics disclosed in the application docu 
ments are claimed as essential to the invention insofar as 
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they are neW to the state of the art individually or in 
combination. 

List of reference numerals 

1; 1.1’, 1.2’ Prosthesis shaft 
3; 3.1’, 3.2’ Anchoring section 
5 Distal end 
7; 7.1’, 7.2’ Medial arch 

9A, 9B, 9C, 9D Prosthesis neck 
11; 11.1’, 11.2‘ Peg 
AS Long axis of shaft 
AW Axis of neck 
A1, A2, A3; A1’, A2’, A3’; Distance between long axis of 
A1", A2", A3" shaft and reference point 
1, 11, 12, 13 Shaft length 
R1, R2, R3; R1’, R2’, R3’; Reference point 

RES Resection plane 
S1’, S2’, S3’, Prosthesis shaft 

0L, 0L1, 0L2, (13,; CCD angle 
(1'11: (1'12 

What is claimed is: 
1. A hip-joint endoprosthesis system comprising a plural 

ity of prosthesis shafts for anchoring in the femur, Wherein 
each shaft expands substantially on all sides from a distal 
end toWards a proximal end and Wherein each shaft com 
prises: 

an anchoring section comprising a shaft long axis that 
merges medially With an arch and continues into a 
prosthesis neck; and 

a prosthesis neck axis, 
Wherein the shafts differ With respect to a reference 

point distance betWeen the shaft long axis and a 
reference point on the prosthesis neck axis, Which 
identi?es the position of the center point of a joint 
ball set onto the prosthesis neck, 

Wherein the length of the projection of the overall 
extent of the prosthesis shaft from the distal end of 
the anchoring section to the reference point or to the 
proximal end of the prosthesis neck is the same in all 
prosthesis shafts, and 

Wherein in the prosthesis shafts With different 
reference-point distances, a prosthesis-neck angle 
betWeen the shaft long axis and the prosthesis-neck 
axis is speci?ed differently, depending on the 
reference-point distance. 

2. The hip-joint endoprosthesis system according to claim 
1, Wherein the maximal extend of the prosthesis neck 
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transverse to the prosthesis-neck axis in at least a subsection 
of its longitudinal course is less in the anterior-posterior 
direction than the maximal extent in the medial-lateral 
direction. 

3. The hip-joint endoprosthesis system according to claim 
2, Wherein the cross-section of the prosthesis neck in at least 
a subsection of its extent is substantially elliptical or rect 
angular or comprises at least one straight and one curved 
boundary line. 

4. The hip-joint endoprosthesis system according to claim 
1, Wherein the course of a medial arch line that connects the 
anchoring section to the prosthesis neck is identical at least 
over the greatest part of its length in all prosthesis shafts. 

5. The hip joint endoprosthesis of claim 1 Wherein said 
prosthesis shafts are lea?ike. 

6. A hip-joint endoprosthesis system comprising a plural 
ity of prosthesis shafts for anchoring in the femur, Wherein 
each shaft expands substantially on all sides from a distal 
end toWards a proximal end and Wherein each shaft com 
prises: 

an anchoring section comprising a shaft long axis that 
merges medially With an arch and continues into a 
prosthesis neck; and 

a prosthesis neck axis, 
Wherein the shafts differ With respect to a reference 

point distance betWeen the shaft long axis and a 
reference point on the prosthesis neck axis, Which 
identi?es the position of the center point of a joint 
ball set onto the prosthesis neck, 

Wherein the length of the projection of the overall 
extent of the prosthesis shaft from the distal end of 
the anchoring section to the reference point or to the 
proximal end of the prosthesis neck is the same in all 
prosthesis shafts, and 

Wherein in at least one of the prosthesis shafts With 
different reference-point distances, there is provided, 
in the longitudinal course of the prosthesis neck, an 
axis offset in the distal direction, the magnitude of 
Which is speci?ed in dependence on the reference 
point distance. 

7. The hip-joint endoprosthesis system according to claim 
6, Wherein the cross-section of the prosthesis neck in a 
region distal to the axis offset point is formed differently 
from the cross-section in a region proximal to the axis offset 
point. 


