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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR HIGH 
CYCLE FATIGUE LIFE TEST 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to life testing and, more 
particularly, to apparatus and methods for measuring fre 
quency and displacement for a high cycle fatigue closed 
loop control. 

Life testing is typically utiliZed in connection With com 
ponents used in applications that are subjected to Wide 
temperature ranges and vibration amplitudes. A high cycle 
fatigue (HCF) portion of the life test uses a closed loop 
control to measure frequency and displacement of the com 
ponents. The component being tested is installed on a test 
stand and. shaken With an oscillator in an open loop mode. 
A capacitance probe is positioned neXt to the stand and 
measures a frequency and vibration amplitude of the com 
ponent as it is shaken. Speci?cally, the capacitance probe 
measures the separation betWeen the probe and a target 
material by determining an eXisting capacitance through a 
relationship betWeen a charge and a potential difference 
betWeen the tWo surfaces. 

During the testing, as the component fatigues, a natural 
resonant frequency and amplitude of the component changes 
and the capacitance probe generates a signal representative 
of such changes. The signal generated by the capacitance 
probe is provided to the shaker closed loop control, and the 
shaker closed loop control operates to maintain the compo 
nent vibration amplitude to a pre-set amplitude as the 
component fatigues. 
KnoWn capacitance probes include an internal oscillator 

and a receiver circuit. Because different components are 
tested, often the internal oscillator is a free-running multi 
vibrator circuit capable of transmitting various frequencies. 
HoWever, because the oscillator is a free-running circuit, the 
frequency transmitted by the oscillator may drift during 
testing depending on a proximity of the capacitance probe to 
the component being tested. In addition, due to the sensi 
tivity of the receiver circuit, undesirable noise and other 
signals transmitted by the oscillator or generated during 
testing are received by the receiver circuit and may 
adversely impact the testing. 

Furthermore, because the frequency drifts depending on 
the proXimity of the capacitance probe to the component, 
DC voltage shifts occur depending on the proximity of the 
capacitance probe to the component. Such voltage shifts 
limit a dynamic range of output voltage of the capacitance 
probe and a Wide band Width and sensitivity of the receiver 
may permit electrical noise to dominate the frequencies 
being received. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In an exemplary embodiment, a testing method permits 
frequency and displacement for a high cycle fatigue life test 
of a component to be accurately measured. More 
speci?cally, and in one embodiment, a capacitance probe 
accurately detects, measures and tracks the-frequency and 
amplitude changes of the component during the testing in a 
closed loop control. The probe includes an internal 
oscillator, a receiver circuit, a product detector, and a pair of 
gain ampli?ers. The oscillator generates a single controlled 
frequency output received by the adjustable receiver circuit. 
The receiver circuit includes a capacitance bridge and is also 
adjustable to create a DC voltage shift that effectively nulls 
the capacitance bridge. The product detector detects an 
amplitude modulated product of the oscillator and the 
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2 
receiver circuit, and rejects undesirable frequencies before 
relaying a signal from the product detector. The gain ampli 
?ers detect a DC voltage shift and permit the capacitance 
effect to be easily nulled. The gain ampli?ers are also 
adjustable to prevent over-driving or over-amplifying of the 
output of the capacitance probe. 

During a high cycle fatigue portion of a life test of the 
component, the capacitance probe is placed adjacent the 
component and is used to detect and track the frequency and 
amplitude changes of the component. During the test, as the 
component fatigues and the natural resonant frequency 
decreases, the capacitance probe transmits the changes in 
amplitude to the shaker closed loop control. Electric noise 
generated during the testing is eliminated With the use of the 
product detector and the gain ampli?ers are adjusted to null 
the capacitance effect and permit a dynamic range of the 
output signal to be increased and centered such that the 
capacitance probe closed loop is stable. As a result, the 
capacitance probe provides accurate measurements of the 
frequency and displacement of a component during high 
cycle fatigue testing in a more accurate and cost-effective 
manner in comparison to knoWn capacitance probes. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a capacitance probe; and 

FIG. 2 is a ?oWchart of a method of measuring frequency 
and displacement for a high cycle fatigue area of a compo 
nent using the capacitance probe shoWn in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 is block diagram of a capacitance probe 10 used to 
measure frequency and displacement for a high cycle fatigue 
life test of a component (not shoWn). In one embodiment, 
capacitance probe 10 measures frequency and displacement 
for a high cycle fatigue life test of a gas turbine engine blade 
(not shoWn). Capacitance probe 10 operates in a closed loop 
control and includes a printed circuit board (not shoWn) 
including an oscillator 14, a receiver circuit 16, a product 
detector 18, and a plurality of gain ampli?ers 20. In one 
embodiment, the printed circuit board includes a ground 
plain (not shoWn) to minimiZe inducted noise into the circuit 
board. 

Oscillator 14 includes a crystal (not shoWn) that generates 
a single controlled frequency output that is constant. 
Accordingly, because oscillator 14 is not a free-running 
multivibrator circuit, the frequency output from oscillator 14 
does not drift as capacitance probe 10 is moved physically 
closer or farther from the component being fatigue tested. In 
one embodiment, oscillator 14 is a 5 MHZ HS-100P oscil 
lator available from Vishay Intertechnology, Inc., Malvern, 
Pa. 

Receiver circuit 16 includes a tuned capacitance bridge or 
a Wheatstone bridge 24 including at least one adjustable 
capacitor 26. Capacitance probe 10 functions as a fourth 
capacitor for Wheatstone bridge 26. Adjustable capacitor 26 
also permits a capacitance effect to be adjusted and balanced 
to cause a DC voltage shift that effectively nulls capacitance 
bridge 24. In an eXemplary embodiment, tuned capacitance 
bridge 24 also includes tWo 30 pf capacitors 28 and adjust 
able capacitor 26 is a 5—25 pf adjustable capacitor available 
from Johanson Manufacturing Corporation, Boonton, N.J. 

Product detector 18 receives an output from receiver 
circuit 16 and detects an amplitude modulated product of 
oscillator 14. Product detector 18 also rejects undesirable 
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frequencies before relaying a signal from product detector 
18. In one embodiment, product detector 18 is an MC1496 
balanced modulator/demodulator available from Motorola, 
Inc., Austin, TeX. 
TWo gain ampli?ers 20 are mounted to the circuit board. 

A?rst gain ampli?er 40 is a 50:1 gain ampli?er and receives 
an output from product detector 18. First gain ampli?er 40 
includes tWo light emitting devices, LEDs, (not shoWn) used 
to visually indicate a detected DC voltage shift from the 
output of ?rst gain ampli?er 40. When the LEDs are 
energiZed and lit, an operator may adjust capacitance bridge 
24 to null the capacitance and When effectively adjusted, 
both LEDs are de-energiZe and are not illuminated. After the 
capacitance effect is nulled, the output of the capacitance 
probe may be placed neXt to the test component Without any 
DC voltage shifts occurring. 
A second gain ampli?er 42 is a 200:1 gain ampli?er and 

receives an output from ?rst gain ampli?er 40. Second gain 
ampli?er 42 is a coupled gain ampli?er and is adjustable to 
prevent over-driving or over-amplifying the output of the 
capacitance probe. In one embodiment, ?rst and second gain 
ampli?ers 40 and 42, respectively, include LF356 ampli?ers 
available from National Semiconductor, Santa Clara, Calif. 

During the high cycle fatigue portion of a life test of a 
component, the component is installed in a shaker stand (hot 
shoWn) and an oscillator (not shoWn) is used to shake the 
component With a natural frequency in an open loop mode. 
Capacitance probe 10 is placed adjacent the component and 
tracks the frequency and amplitude changes of the compo 
nent in a closed loop control mode. Probe 10 is secured to 
a stand (not shoWn) having a Weighted bottom and is held in 
position With the stand during the life test. During the test as 
the component fatigues and the natural resonant frequency 
decreases, capacitance probe 10 transmits the changes in 
amplitude to the shaker oscillator. Electro-magnetic induc 
tion heating, EMI, noise generated of the component during 
the testing is eliminated With the use of product detector 18. 
Additionally, gain ampli?ers 40 and 42 permit the capaci 
tance effect to be adjusted to null While a dynamic range of 
the output signal is increased and centered. Centering the 
dynamic range of the output signal With gain ampli?ers 40 
and 42 ensures the capacitance probe closed loop is stable. 
As a result, probe 10 can be placed adjacent the test 
component and after capacitance bridge 24 is nulled, DC 
voltage shifts are reduced during the fatigue life test. 

To fatigue test another component (not shoWn), the ?rst 
component is removed from the shaker stand and the neW 
component is installed. After the neW test component is 
installed on the test stand, capacitance probe 10 is placed 
adjacent to the neW component and moved sloWly a distance 
from the component until reaching a point Where the LEDs 
are de-energiZed. At such a point, knoWn as a null point, 
capacitance probe 10 is the same distance from the neW 
component during the current fatigue test as capacitance 
probe 10 Was during the previous fatigue test of the ?rst 
component. An amplitude of the output is dependant upon 
the distance of the probe from the component. Because the 
distances are the same during both tests and are easily 
repeatable, no recalibration or displacement adjustments are 
needed When testing numerous components, thus, ensuring 
that a characteristic amplitude of the dynamic range is the 
same from component test to component test. 

FIG. 2 is a ?oWchart of a method 60 used for measuring 
frequency and displacement for a high cycle fatigue portion 
of a component (not shoWn) using a capacitance probe (not 
shoWn in FIG. 2), such as capacitance probe 10 shoWn in 
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FIG. 1. Initially, after the component is attached to a test 
stand, the capacitance probe transmits 70 a single frequency. 
In one embodiment, the capacitance probe includes an 
oscillator (not shoWn) that includes a crystal (not shoWn) 
that generates a controlled frequency output. In one 
embodiment, the oscillator is a 5 MHZ clock. 

Acapacitance bridge (not shoWn) is adjusted 80 to receive 
the single frequency transmitted 70. Adjusting 80 the capaci 
tance bridge to receive the frequency also adjusts the capaci 
tance effect such that a DC voltage shift across a ?rst stage 
ampli?er (not shoWn) is nulled. In one embodiment, the 
capacitance bridge is adjusted 80 to receive changes in 
capacitance at a frequency of 5 MHZ. 

After the capacitance bridge is adjusted 80 to receive the 
single frequency transmitted 70, an amplitude-modulated 
product of the oscillator is detected 90 With a product 
detector (not shoWn in FIG. 2). The product detector also 
rejects 92 any undesirable frequencies before relaying a 
signal. In one embodiment, the product detector detects 90 
only amplitude modulations of 5 MHZ. 
The product detector relays the signal to a ?rst gain 

ampli?er (not shoWn in FIG. 2) Which detects 100 a DC 
voltage shift from the output of the ?rst gain ampli?er. In 
one embodiment, the ?rst gain ampli?er includes a pair of 
LED’s that illuminate When a DC voltage shift is detected 
100 across the ?rst gain ampli?er. If any DC voltage shift is 
detected 100 across the ?rst gain ampli?er, an operator may 
adjust 80 the capacitance bridge to null the capacitance 
effect prior to a signal being relayed from the product 
detector. Furthermore, adjusting 80 the capacitance bridge to 
null the capacitance effect also centers a dynamic range of 
output signal to stabiliZe the closed loop. As a result, the 
output of the capacitance probe can be placed adjacent the 
test component and after the bridge is adjusted 80 to null the 
capacitance effect, DC voltage shifts are reduced. 

Alast stage of method 60 includes a second gain ampli?er 
(not shoWn in FIG. 2) that is adjusted 110 to prevent 
over-driving or over-amplifying an output of the capacitance 
probe. Because the amplitude of the output of the capaci 
tance probe depends on a distance of the capacitance probe 
from the component, no recalibration is needed from com 
ponent test to component test. As a result, the characteristic 
amplitude of the dynamic range remains constant as various 
components are tested and displacement adjustments to the 
capacitance probe are reduced. 
The above-described method for measuring frequency 

and displacement for a high cycle fatigue portion of a 
component life test is cost-effective and highly reliable. The 
capacitance probe used to execute the method accurately 
measures the frequency and displacement of a component 
being tested. Furthermore, because the capacitance probe is 
adjustable to screen out undesirable noise, potentially dam 
aging DC voltage shifts are reduced such that the capaci 
tance probe may be placed adjacent the component to 
accurately measure the frequency and displacement of the 
component during high cycle fatigue testing. 

While the invention has been described in terms of 
various speci?c embodiments, those skilled in the art Will 
recogniZe that the invention can be practiced With modi? 
cation Within the spirit and scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for measuring frequency and displacement 

for a high cycle fatigue portion of a life test of a component 
using a capacitance probe including an oscillator, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a single frequency to the component With an 
oscillator that includes a crystal con?gured to generate 
a controlled frequency output; 
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detecting a frequency output from the component With a 
detector; and 

adjusting a capacitance bridge to receive the frequency 
output from the component. 

2. Amethod in accordance With claim 1 Wherein said step 
of adjusting a capacitor bridge further comprises the step of 
adjusting the capacitance effect to cause a DC voltage shift 
to effectively null the capacitance bridge. 

3. A method in accordance With claim 2 further compris 
ing the step of detecting an amplitude-modulated product of 
the oscillator. 

4. A method in accordance With claim 3 further compris 
ing the step of rejecting undesirable frequencies With a gain 
ampli?er. 

5. A method in accordance With claim 4 further compris 
ing the step of preventing over-amplifying of the output. 

6. Amethod in accordance With claim 5 Wherein said step 
of preventing over amplifying of the output further com 
prises the step of using a coupled gain ampli?er to prevent 
over-amplifying of the output. 

7. Apparatus for measuring frequency and displacement 
for a high cycle fatigue portion of a life test of a component, 
said apparatus comprising: 

an oscillator comprising a crystal con?gured to generate 
a single controlled frequency output directed to the 
component; 

a product detector con?gured to detect an amplitude 
modulated product of said oscillator; and 

a receiver circuit comprising a balanced capacitance 
bridge that is adjustable to receive a single frequency 
from the component. 

8. Apparatus in accordance With claim 7 Wherein said 
balanced capacitance bridge comprises at least one adjust 
able capacitor. 

9. Apparatus in accordance With claim 8 Wherein said 
adjustable capacitor con?gured to null said capacitance 
bridge. 
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10. Apparatus in accordance With claim 7 further com 

prising a gain ampli?er con?gured to amplify desirable 
frequencies. 

11. Apparatus in accordance With claim 7 Wherein said 
gain ampli?er is a 50:1 gain ampli?er. 

12. Apparatus in accordance With claim 7 further com 
prising a coupled gain ampli?er con?gured to prevent over 
amplifying an output of said apparatus. 

13. Apparatus in accordance With claim 12 Wherein said 
gain ampli?er is a 200:1 AC coupled gain ampli?er. 

14. A capacitance probe in accordance With claim 13 
Wherein said second gain ampli?er is a 200:1 AC coupled 
gain ampli?er. 

15. A capacitance probe for measuring frequency and 
displacement for a high cycle fatigue portion of a life test of 
a component, said probe comprising: 

an oscillator comprising a crystal con?gured to generate 
a single controlled frequency output directed to the 
component; and 

a receiver circuit comprising a balanced capacitance 
bridge con?gured to receive a single frequency output 
from the component, said balanced capacitance bridge 
comprising at least one adjustable capacitor for deter 
mining the displacement of the component based on the 
measured frequency. 

16. A capacitance probe in accordance With claim 15 
further comprising a product detector con?gured to detect an 
amplitude-modulated product of said oscillator, said adjust 
able capacitor con?gured to null said capacitance bridge. 

17. A capacitance probe in accordance With claim 16 
further comprising a ?rst gain ampli?er con?gured to 
amplify desirable frequencies. 

18. A capacitance probe in accordance With claim 16 
Wherein said ?rst gain ampli?er is a 50:1 gain ampli?er. 

19. A capacitance probe in accordance With claim 16 
further comprising a second gain ampli?er con?gured to 
prevent over-amplifying an output of said apparatus. 

* * * * * 


