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HYBRID VEHICLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a hybrid vehicle, and 
relates in particular to a hybrid vehicle that provides pro 
tective actions to the poWer drive unit, Which drives the 
motor. 

This application is based on Japanese Patent Application, 
Unpublished, No. Hei 11-244126, the contents of Which are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Conventionally, hybrid vehicles having a motor driven by 

electrical energy in addition to an engine driven by com 
bustion energy to provide driving force for driving a vehicle 
are knoWn. One type of such hybrid vehicles is a parallel 
hybrid vehicle in Which the motor is used to assist the 
operation of the engine as auXiliary driving force. The 
parallel hybrid vehicle is designed to satisfy driver demands 
for performance by using the motor to assist the output 
poWer of the engine during the acceleration stage, for 
example, and during the deceleration stage, the motor is 
used as deceleration regenerator to charge the battery to 
maintain remaining battery charge (as disclosed in a J apa 
nese Patent Application, First Publication, No. Hei 
7-123509, for example). 

Hybrid vehicle is provided With a poWer drive unit for the 
purpose of motor operation or poWer regeneration. The 
poWer drive unit has a number of sWitching elements, Which 
are used for controlling the current ?oW through the motor 
to drive the motor or regenerate poWer. A motor control 
apparatus is provided in such a hybrid vehicle to control the 
sWitching elements according to control signals generated 
by the control apparatus. 

Here, if a short circuit develops inside the poWer drive 
unit, it is necessary to quickly stop the operation of the 
sWitching elements controlling the current in order to pre 
vent damage to the sWitching elements. Stopping of the 
current control action using the sWitching elements may be 
performed by the motor control apparatus; hoWever, it is 
necessary to provide a quick remedial action to counter the 
short circuit problem so that the processing load on the 
motor control apparatus is increased. For this reason, there 
is a potential danger that important periodic requirements of 
the motor, such as torque control for the motor may not be 
provided by the motor control apparatus in a timely manner. 

Furthermore, erroneous determination can be made in 
checking such short circuit problems so that it is necessary 
to provide hoW to process such a situation in the overall 
control methodology. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide a hybrid vehicle that, should a short is developed in 
the poWer drive unit, can stop control of current to supply 
poWer to the sWitching elements Without increasing the 
processing load on the motor control apparatus. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
hybrid vehicle that can respond appropriately When a 
detected short in the poWer drive unit is an erroneous 
detection. 

To achieve the objects, the present invention provides a 
hybrid vehicle comprising: an engine (engine 1 in the 
embodiment); a motor (motor 2) Which operates With elec 
trical energy; a poWer drive unit (poWer drive unit 7) having 
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2 
sWitching elements to control the How of current to operate 
the motor; and a control apparatus (motor control apparatus 
5) for generating control signals to operate the sWitching 
elements; Wherein the poWer drive unit is further provided 
With a self-protection circuit (self-protection circuit 75) to 
interrupt the supply of current to the sWitching elements 
temporarily for a speci?ed interval When a temperature of a 
sWitching element is higher than a speci?c temperature 
value or the value of current ?oWing through the poWer drive 
unit is greater than a speci?c current value, and to output a 
signal indicating that the poWer drive unit is in a self 
protection state caused by a current ?oW interruption; and 
the control apparatus receives the signal from the self 
protection circuit indicating that the poWer drive unit is in 
the self-protection state, and if a number of times the signal 
is received is greater than a predetermined number or if the 
cumulative time in the self-protection state is greater than a 
predetermined time, the control apparatus prohibits the 
control signal from operating the sWitching elements (steps 
S21—S29, step S61, step S62). 

According to the above structure of the hybrid vehicle, the 
self-protection circuit included in the poWer drive unit 
decides that a shorting state eXists based on a condition that 
either a temperature of the sWitching elements is higher than 
a speci?ed temperature value or the value of the current 
?oWing through the poWer drive unit is greater than a 
speci?ed current value. When this condition is satis?ed, the 
self-protection circuit temporarily interrupts the control sig 
nals to the sWitching elements for a speci?ed interval. 
Therefore, When a short is developed inside the poWer drive 
unit, current control action of the sWitching elements can be 
stopped for a certain period of time. 

Accordingly, damage to the sWitching elements caused by 
the short can be prevented. Also, because the current control 
can be provided Without going through the control 
apparatus, rapid remedial response to the short can be 
provided in a short time. 

Also, the self-protection circuit outputs a signal indicating 
that the poWer drive unit is in a self-protection state caused 
by a control signal interruption. Because this interruption of 
control signals continues for a given duration, if an actual 
short has been developed, the self-protection state and the 
non-self-protection state are reported alternately to the con 
trol apparatus. Therefore, the control apparatus determines 
Whether the shorting state in the poWer drive unit is real, 
according to a number of times the signal is received reaches 
a predetermined number or the cumulative time in the 
self-protection state is greater than a predetermined time. 
When this condition is satis?ed, the control apparatus pro 
hibits control signals to the poWer drive unit. 

Accordingly, the control apparatus can distinguish false 
reporting of shorting from the actual reporting of shorting 
provided by the self-protection circuit. Therefore, the con 
trol apparatus stops the sWitching elements to perform 
current control (motor control) completely only When there 
is an actual short. 

In the second aspect of the present invention, the vehicle 
is further provided With a battery (12 V battery 9) to supply 
driving poWer to at least the self-protection circuit and the 
control apparatus; and the control apparatus stops receiving 
the signal sent from the self-protection circuit (step S11) 
When a detected voltage of the battery is loWer than a 
speci?ed voltage value (the voltage-doWn threshold V1). 
The second aspect is important, because When the drive 

voltage supplied to the self-protection circuit and the control 
apparatus is loW, there is a danger that the operation of the 
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self-protection circuit and the control apparatus becomes 
unstable such that appropriate response to the shorting state 
may not be carried out. HoWever, by providing the structure 
described above, the control apparatus is designed not to 
detect shorting signals sent from the self-protection circuit 
so that erroneous detection of shorting state caused by 
instances of unstable operation can be prevented. 

In the third aspect of the invention, the control apparatus 
prohibits the control signals When the control apparatus 
sequentially detects, at a predetermined duration (speci?ed 
duration T4), a condition that either a number of times the 
signal is received is greater than a predetermined number or 
the cumulative time in the self-protection state is greater 
than a predetermined time (steps S31—S36). 

Accordingly, it is possible to prevent erroneous con?r 
mation of the shorting state caused by a short break of poWer 
supplied to the poWer drive unit. 

In the fourth aspect of the present invention, the control 
apparatus decides that the battery is in a voltage-loW state 
When a state, in Which the detected voltage of the battery is 
loWer than the speci?ed voltage value, continues for a 
speci?ed voltage-loW determination interval (voltage-loW 
determination interval A2), and responds by loWering an 
eXisting value of the motor torque to Zero or by prohibiting 
the control signals depending on the operating conditions of 
the motor (steps S65—S68). 

Accordingly, in the voltage-loW state of the battery in 
Which there is a fault in the battery poWer supply system, it 
is possible to stop control actions of the motor safely before 
the supply of driving poWer becomes completely exhausted. 

Also, according to the ?fth aspect of the present 
invention, the control apparatus determines that the battery 
that had been in a voltage-loW state is noW in a voltage 
recovery state When a state, in Which the detected voltage of 
the battery is higher than a speci?ed threshold value 
(voltage-up threshold Vh), continues for a speci?ed voltage 
recovery determination interval (voltage-recovery determi 
nation interval B2), and responds by outputting a control 
signal to operate the motor so as to adjust an eXisting value 
of the motor torque to match a demanded value of the motor 

torque (steps S69—S72). 
Accordingly, although the determination had been made 

that the battery is in the voltage-loW state, if in reality, there 
is no fault in the battery poWer supply system and the battery 
voltage is restored, the normal operation of the vehicle can 
be resumed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the con?guration of a hybrid 
vehicle. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the poWer drive unit and the 
motor control apparatus to shoW details of input/output 
signals. 

FIG. 3 is a timing chart to shoW the relationship betWeen 
the shorting signals and shorting duration counter to obtain 
cumulative shorting intervals. 

FIG. 4 is a timing chart to shoW the operation of the motor 
control apparatus in response to short circuiting in the poWer 
drive unit. 

FIG. 5 is a How chart to shoW the process of determining 
short circuiting in the motor control apparatus. 

FIG. 6 is a How chart to shoW the process of detecting 
short circuiting in the motor control apparatus. 

FIG. 7 is a time-series graph of detected voltage for 
determining the voltage-doWn/voltage-loW state in the 12 V 
battery. 
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4 
FIG. 8 is a How chart to shoW the process in the motor 

control apparatus for determining voltage-doWn state and 
voltage-loW state in the 12 V battery. 

FIG. 9 is a How chart to shoW the process of responding 
to the results of shorting determination in the motor control 
apparatus and the voltage check of the 12 V battery. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Preferred embodiments of the hybrid vehicle Will be 
eXplained With reference to the draWings. 

FIG. 1 shoWs a block diagram of the overall con?guration 
of the parallel hybrid vehicle in this embodiment. A refer 
ence numeral 1 relates to an engine driven by combustion 
energy of fuel; 2 relates to a motor driven by electrical 
energy and used in parallel With the engine. The driving 
forces generated by the engine 1 and the motor 2 are 
transmitted to the drive Wheels (not shoWn) through an 
automatic or a manual transmission (not shoWn). Also, 
during the deceleration stage of the hybrid vehicle, driving 
force is transmitted from drive Wheels to the motor 2, and the 
motor 2 functions as a generator. In other Words, the motor 
2 recovers kinetic energy of the vehicle body as electrical 
energy, and uses the energy generated to charge the battery 
3, Which Will be eXplained separately. It should be men 
tioned that a generator for charging the battery 3 may be 
provided separately from the driving motor 2. 

In this case, the battery 3 is constructed to serve as a high 
voltage system by connecting a number of modules, each 
module containing a number of cells connected in series, in 
series. The engine 1 is started by a starter (cell motor) 19. 
A reference numeral 4 relates to an engine control appa 

ratus to monitor the operating parameters of the engine, such 
as engine speed and vehicle speed, at periodic intervals and 
determines the operational mode, such as motor 
regeneration, assistance, deceleration based on the moni 
tored results. At the same time, the engine control apparatus 
4 determines the amount of assistance/regeneration to suit 
the mode selected, and outputs information related to mode 
and assistance/regeneration to the motor control apparatus 5. 
Upon receiving such information from the engine control 
apparatus 4, the motor control apparatus 5 controls the 
poWer drive unit 7 and others so as to operate the motor 2 
according to the instructions provided. A battery control 
apparatus 6 computes a state-of-charge (SOC) of the battery 
3. The battery control apparatus 6 also controls a fan 18, 
disposed near the battery 3, used for maintaining the battery 
temperature beloW a speci?c temperature to protect the 
battery 3. 

Here, the engine control apparatus 4, motor control appa 
ratus 5 and battery control apparatus 6 are comprised of CPU 
(Central Processing Unit) and memory devices for executing 
the control functions according to pre-recorded programs. 
The poWer drive unit (referred to as PDU hereinbeloW) 7 

is comprised by three parallel-connected sWitching devices, 
each sWitching device containing a pair of series-connected 
sWitching elements, for eXample. The sWitching elements in 
the interior of the PDU 7 are turned on/off by the motor 
control apparatus 5. The motor 2 thus obtains a high voltage 
direct current (DC) poWer, supplied from the battery 3 to 
PDU 7, through a three-phase line. 
A reference numeral 9 relates to a 12 V battery for 

supplying electrical poWer to ancillary devices and circuits 
other than the motor 2, and the 12 V battery 9 is connected 
to battery 3 through a converter 8. The converter 8 is a 
doWnverter for reducing a voltage of the battery 3, and 
supplies a reduced voltage to the 12 V battery 9. 
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A reference numeral 10 is a pre-charge contactor and a 
reference numeral 11 is a main contactor, and battery 3 and 
PDU 7 are connected by these contactors. Pre-charge con 
tactor 10 and main contactor 11 are turned on/off by the 
motor control apparatus 5. 
A reference numeral 12 relates to a sensor for computing 

the angular position of the motor 2 and the revolution count, 
and a reference numeral 13 relates to a current sensor for 

detecting currents Iu, Iv, and IW ?oWing through each line of 
the three-phase line. The detected results from the sensor 12 
and the current sensor 13 are input into the motor control 
apparatus 5. 
A reference numeral 14 relates to a voltage sensor for 

detecting the voltage Vpdu at the input section of PDU 7; 15 
relates to a current sensor for detecting the current Ipdu 
?oWing in PDU 7; 16 relates to a voltage sensor for detecting 
the voltage of battery 3 in the battery circuit. The results 
detected by the voltage sensors 14, 16 and the current sensor 
15 are input into the motor control apparatus 5. 
A reference numeral 17 relates to a current sensor for 

determining the current ?oWing in the circuit of the battery 
3 through the contactors, and the detected results are input 
into the battery control apparatus 6. 
As described above, the sensors 14—16 determine voltage 

and current values in the circuit of battery 3 through the 
contactors 10, 11, and voltage and current values in the 
circuit of PDU 7 through these contactors. Here, the current 
value detected by the current sensor 15 is a value excluding 
the current ?oWing in the converter 8. 

Next, the operation of the hybrid vehicle having the 
structure described above Will be explained brie?y in the 
folloWing. 

First, the battery control apparatus 6 computes the 
remaining battery charge based on the measured values of 
the input/output current 25 and voltage 29 among others in 
the battery circuit, and the computed value is output to the 
motor control apparatus 5. The motor control apparatus 5 
forWards the received data on the remaining battery charge 
to the engine control apparatus 4. 

The engine control apparatus 4 determines necessary 
amount of electrical poWer to suit the existing mode 
(assistance, regeneration, start, deceleration and the like) of 
the motor 2 based on the remaining battery charge, engine 
speed, degree of throttle opening, engine torque and real 
torque of the motor among others, and outputs the mode and 
the poWer demand to the motor control apparatus 5. 

During the assistance and deceleration stages of operation 
of the vehicle, upon receiving the mode and demanded 
poWer from the engine control apparatus 4, the motor control 
apparatus 5 performs feedback control so that the electrical 
poWer in the circuit of PDU 7 (the circuit containing voltage 
sensor 14 and current sensor 15 in FIG. 1) meets the poWer 
demand requested by the engine control apparatus 5, and 
computes a torque value. During the cruising stage, on the 
other hand, the motor control apparatus 5 performs feedback 
control so that the electrical poWer in the battery circuit (the 
circuit containing voltage sensor 16 and current sensor 17 in 
FIG. 1) meets the poWer demand and computes a torque 
value. When a torque value is thus computed, the motor 
control apparatus 5 controls PDU 7 according to the com 
puted torque value. And, during the start stage, the motor 
control apparatus 5 controls the engine start process by the 
motor 2 by controlling the PDU 7. 

Next, When the motor control apparatus 5 receives a real 
torque value from the PDU 7, the real torque value is 
forWarded to the engine control apparatus 4. 
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6 
The engine control apparatus 4, motor control apparatus 

5, and battery control apparatus 6 perform the processes 
described above periodically at certain intervals, thereby 
operating the hybrid vehicle through control of the engine 1, 
motor 2 and battery 3. 

Next, the procedure for processing short circuiting 
(referred to as shorting hereinbeloW) developed inside the 
PDU 7 Will be explained. 

First, the structure of PDU 7 Will be explained. FIG. 2 
shoWs the structure of PDU 7 and further details of input/ 
output signal exchanged betWeen the PDU 7 and the motor 
control apparatus 5. In FIG. 2, the signals that are the same 
as those in FIG. 1 are referred to by the same reference 
numerals. Also, those signals shoWn in FIG. 1 (signal X in 
this case) are shoWn With further details by adding a hyphen 
folloWed by a particular numeral, such as X-1, X-2, for 
example. 
As can be seen in FIG. 2, PDU 7 has six pieces of 

sWitching element for sWitching the current ?oWing in the 
three-phase line. The sWitching elements used here are high 
current capacity type elements, and in this case, it is an 
insulated gate bipolar transistor (IGBT). Also, the PDU 7 is 
provides With a high capacity condenser 71 for smoothing 
the variation in the magnitude of current ?oWing from the 
battery 3; current sensors 72-1, 72-2, 72-3 for detecting the 
current ?oWing in the sWitching devices; a temperature 
sensor 73 for determining the sWitching element tempera 
ture; and a sWitch 74 for supplying or blocking the control 
signal 23-1 input by the motor control apparatus 5 to the 
sWitching elements. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, the current sensors 72-1, 72-2, 72-3 

are disposed betWeen the emitter of one sWitching element 
and the collector of adjacent sWitching element of the 
respective three sWitching devices, and the output signals 
from the sensors are input into a self-protection circuit 75, 
Which Will be explained separately later. The temperature 
sensor 73 is disposed close to each sWitching element so as 
to measure the temperature of respective sWitching ele 
ments. In FIG. 2, hoWever, to simplify the diagram, only one 
temperature sensor 73 is shoWn in a location aWay from the 
sWitching element. The sWitch 74 is normally “on” so as to 
supply the control signal 23-1 to the sWitching element. The 
control signal 23-1 is input into PDU 7 through a number of 
lines that correspond to the number of sWitching elements 
provided, hoWever, in FIG. 2, only one control signal line 
23-1 is shoWn for simplicity. 

Further, the PDU 7 is provided With a self-protection 
circuit 75 that, upon detecting a short, stops the current 
control action for a short time (a speci?ed interval). That is, 
if a short is developed inside the PDU 7, a high current 
Would How in one of the three sWitching devices disposed in 
parallel to each other. If a high current ?oWs through a 
sWitching device, as a result of a short someWhere in PDU 
7, that sWitching device is heated more than normal, result 
ing in temperature rise of the relevant sWitching device. 

In such a case, the self-protection circuit 75 determines 
Whether a short has developed according to one or the other 
of conditions that any of the current detected by the current 
sensors 72-1, 72-2, 72-3 is higher than speci?ed or that any 
temperature detected by the temperature sensor 73 disposed 
near the sWitching devices is higher than speci?ed. When 
one of the conditions is met, the self-protection circuit 75 
outputs a control signal to the sWitch 74 to turn off the sWitch 
74 for a short interval. By so doing, the gate signal to the 
sWitching devices is not applied, and all the sWitching 
devices are placed in the “off” state. 
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Also, the self-protection circuit 75 outputs a signal 23-2 
in response to the on/off control signal input into the sWitch 
74. By this signal 23-2, the self-protection circuit 75 reports 
to the motor control apparatus 5 that it is in the self 
protection state due to shorting. In the folloWing 
explanation, the self-protection state, in Which the sWitch 74 
is turned “off”, is referred to as the “shorting state” and the 
signal 23-2 is termed the “shorting signal”. 

The shorting signal shoWn in FIG. 3 is an example of the 
shorting signal 23-2 output by the self-protection circuit 75. 
In FIG. 3, the self-protection circuit 75 detects a short at time 
t1, and turns sWitch 74 to “off”, and also turns the shorting 
signal 23-2 to “loW” to indicate that a short has developed. 
Next, the self-protection circuit 75, at time t2, corresponding 
to an interval T1 (9—11 ms, for example) from time t1, turns 
the sWitch 74 to “on” and also turns the shorting signal 23-2 
to “high” to indicate that self-protection is off. 

If the short detected by the self-protection circuit 75 Was 
caused by signal error in current sensors 72-1, 72-2, 72-3 
and temperature sensor 73, shorting state Would not be 
detected again in the short time so that the shorting signal 
23-2 Would continue to indicate normal operation. In 
contrast, if shorting has actually occurred inside the PDU 7, 
the self-protection circuit 75 Would detect another shorting 
Within a certain short interval T2. The interval T2 may vary 
Within 0—50 ms depending on the sensitivity of the current 
sensors 72-1, 72-2, 72-3 and the temperature sensor 73 and 
the revolution speed of the motor 2. If the self-protection 
circuit 75 detects another short at time t3, the sWitch 74 is 
turned off and the shorting signal 23-2 is turned to “loW” 
indicating the shorting state. If an actual short has developed 
inside the PDU 7, the self-protection circuit 75 repeats the 
process described above so that the shorting signal 23-2 is 
repeatedly turned “on” and “off”, and the shorting state is 
repeatedly reported to the motor control apparatus 5. 

Next, the folloWing explanation relates to the control 
process of protecting the PDU 7 using the shorting signal 
23-2 output by the self-protection circuit 75 in accordance 
With the shorting check and results obtained by the motor 
control apparatus 5. 

First, the process of shorting determination by the motor 
control apparatus 5 Will be explained. 

The motor control apparatus 5 determines that shorting 
has developed based on the folloWing conditions: 

condition 1—cumulative interval in shorting state contin 
ues for no less than a speci?ed duration T3; and 

condition 2—after the cumulative interval reaches the 
speci?ed duration T3, outputting the control signal 
23-1 to PDU 7 is temporarily stopped, and after a 
speci?ed duration T4 has elapsed, the shorting signal 
23-2 is checked again to determine Whether condition 
1 is met. 

When conditions 1 and 2 are satis?ed, it is then concluded 
that shorting has actually occurred. 

Next, the process of shorting determination performed by 
the motor control apparatus 5 and the process of protecting 
the PDU 7 Will be explained With reference to FIGS. 3 and 
4. 

The motor control apparatus 5 is provided With a shorting 
duration counter, as shoWn in FIG. 3, for determining the 
cumulative shorting intervals by adding the intervals that the 
shorting signal 23-2 indicates a shorting state. The motor 
control apparatus 5 decides that condition 1 is satis?ed When 
the value of the shorting duration counter reaches a certain 
threshold value Th3 corresponding to the speci?ed duration 
T3. In FIG. 3, condition 1 is satis?ed at time t4. Here, the 
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8 
speci?ed duration T3 is chosen by considering the number 
of repeated reporting of shorting state output by the self 
protection circuit 75. In this embodiment, noti?cation num 
ber is chosen to be three times so that the speci?ed duration 
T3=30 ms (that is, self-protection interval T1><3). 
As shoWn by PDU shorting state in FIG. 4, a short is 

developed in PDU 7 at time t1, and as shoWn by the shorting 
duration counter in FIG. 4, if it is decided that condition 1 
is satis?ed at time t4, and as shoWn by the interval counter 
in FIG. 4, the motor control apparatus 5 measures speci?ed 
duration T4 using the interval counter. The speci?ed dura 
tion T4 is chosen by considering the interval from the time 
the poWer from battery 3 to PDU 7 is momentarily shut off 
to the time of poWer recovery (280 ms, for example), and 
recovery Will be explained later. At time t4, as shoWn by the 
PDU ?ag in FIG. 4, the motor control apparatus 5 changes 
the PDU control ?ag from “ON” to “OFF” in order to 
interrupt the sWitching action of the control signal 23-1. The 
speci?ed duration T4 during Which the control signal 23-1 is 
interrupted is termed the “interval state” hereinbeloW. Next, 
at time t5 after the speci?ed duration T4 from time t4, the 
motor control apparatus 5 changes the PDU ?ag from “OFF” 
to “ON” to re-start the control action by the control signal 
23-1, and, as shoWn by the shorting duration counter in FIG. 
3, the motor control apparatus 5 repeats measurement of 
cumulative interval in shorting state. Then, if the cumulative 
interval in the shorting state continue after time t5 until the 
speci?ed duration T3 to time t6, the motor control apparatus 
5 decides that condition 2 is satis?ed, and, as shoWn by the 
shorting ?ag in FIG. 4, changes the shorting ?ag to “ON” to 
indicate that shorting state is con?rmed. And, the PDU ?ag 
is turned to “OFF” so that no more control signal 23-1 Will 
be output. 

The above description outlines the process of determining 
the shorting state in PDU 7, and the control action of the 
motor control apparatus 5 in responding to the shorting state. 

Next, the detailed process of shorting determination by 
the motor control apparatus 5 Will be presented With refer 
ence to the ?oWcharts. FIG. 5 shoWs a ?oWchart of the 
shorting determination process in the motor control appa 
ratus 5, and FIG. 6 shoWs the ?oWchart of the short detection 
process carried out Within the shorting determination pro 
cess. The steps S21—S29 (boxed by dotted line) in FIG. 6 
relates to the process of judging Whether the existing state 
meets condition 1, and steps S13—S19 in FIG. 5 and steps 
S30—S36 in FIG. 6 relate to the process of judging Whether 
the exiting state meets condition 2. 
The process How shoWn in FIG. 5 is repeated at periodic 

intervals from the time the engine 1 is started until the 
ignition sWitch is turned off. Also, in the processes shoWn in 
FIGS. 5, 6, various ?ags and counters are used by the motor 
control apparatus 5. These ?ags and counters are initialiZed 
by the initialiZing process performed by the motor control 
apparatus 5 When the ignition sWitch is turned on. 
The motor control apparatus 5 determines Whether the 

voltage of the 12 V battery 9 is in the voltage-doWn state 
(step S11). This is judged With reference to the voltage-doWn 
?ag set by the process performed by the motor control 
apparatus 5, Which Will be explained separately. 

If the 12 V battery 9 is in the voltage-doWn state (YES, in 
step S11), the motor control apparatus 5 initialiZes the 
shorting duration counter explained in FIG. 3 and ends the 
shorting determination process (step S12). This procedure is 
adopted because the 12 V battery 9 supplies poWer to the 
devices for short detection, such as the self-protection circuit 
75, current sensors 72-1, 72-2, 72-3, temperature sensor 73, 
the motor control apparatus 5 and others. Therefore, When 
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the voltage of the 12 V battery 9 drops such that the voltage 
is close to the minimum value necessary for operating these 
circuits and the sensors, there is a danger of malfunctioning 
in the circuits and sensors. In other Words, even though there 
is no shorting in the PDU 7, there is a danger of misjudging 
that a short has developed. To avoid such misjudging caused 
by erroneous detection, the motor control apparatus 5 per 
forms steps S11 and S12 so that the shorting signal 23-2 
from the self-protection circuit 75 Will not be detected. 
On the other hand, if the voltage of the 12 V battery 9 is 

not in the voltage-doWn state (NO, in step S11), the motor 
control apparatus 5 determines Whether the control signal 
23-1 is output to PDU 7 (step S13). In this step, the motor 
control apparatus 5 determines Whether condition 1 has been 
satis?ed once and Whether the motor control apparatus 5 is 
in the interval state (refer to FIG. 4, betWeen times t4—t5). 
Here, Whether the motor control apparatus 5 is in the interval 
state or not is determined by referencing the PDU ?ag and 
the shorting ?ag explained in FIG. 4. 

If the motor control apparatus 5 is in the interval state 
(YES, in step S13), the motor control apparatus 5 increments 
the interval counter eXplained in FIG. 4 (step S15). Then, it 
is determined Whether the speci?ed duration T4 shoWn in 
FIG. 4 has elapsed by comparing the value of the interval 
counter and the threshold value Th4 (step S16). Here, 
because the process of shorting determination shoWn in FIG. 
5 is repeated at regular intervals, it is possible to determine 
the threshold value Th4 from the relation of the speci?ed 
duration T4 and the processing cycle. So, if the interval state 
has not reached the speci?ed duration T4 (NO, in step S16), 
the motor control apparatus 5 ends the shorting determina 
tion process. 

In contrast, if the interval state has reached the speci?ed 
duration T4 (YES, in step S16), the motor control apparatus 
5 ends the interval state, then, initialiZes the shorting dura 
tion counter and the interval counter in order to re-check 
condition 1 (steps S17, S18), and after changing the PDU 
control ?ag to “ON” in order to re-start outputting the 
control signal 23-1 (step S19), ends the shorting determina 
tion process. 

The steps S13—S19 described above relate to the timing 
operation of the motor control apparatus 5 to the stage of 
reaching the speci?ed duration T4. 
On the other hand, if the motor control apparatus 5 is not 

in the interval state (NO, in step S13), the motor control 
apparatus 5 detects the shorting signal 23-2 to perform the 
short detection process for PDU 7 (step S14). The process in 
step S14 Will be eXplained in the folloWing With reference to 
FIG. 6. 

The motor control apparatus 5 determines Whether the 
self-protection function is operative by checking the on/off 
state of the shorting signal 23-2 (step S21). 

If the shorting signal 23-2 shoWs a shorting state (YES, in 
step S21), shorting duration counter is incremented to accu 
mulate the shorting intervals (step S22), and the normal state 
counter is initialiZed (step S23). Here, the normal state 
counter is a counter to obtain the normal state duration 
according to the shorting signal 23-2. Then, the motor 
control apparatus 5 compares the value of the shorting 
duration counter and the threshold value Th3 to determine 
Whether the speci?ed duration T3 has been reached (step 
S24). Here, the threshold value Th3 is determined in the 
same manner as the threshold value Th4 used in the interval 
determination from the relation of the speci?ed duration T3 
to the processing cycle for shorting determination. If the 
cumulative shorting intervals have not reached the speci?ed 
duration T3 (NO, in step S24), the motor control apparatus 
5 ends the short detection process for PDU 7. 
On the other hand, if the shorting signal 23-2 shoWs the 

normal state (NO, in step S21), the motor control apparatus 
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5 determines Whether there has been a recent shorting state 
(step S25). To this end, the motor control apparatus 5 checks 
the shorting duration counter, and if the shorting duration 
counter shoWs a Zero, it is decided that there has been no 
recent shorting state, and if the shorting duration counter 
shoWs a value equal to or higher than 1, it is decided that the 
shorting state has recently been detected. If there has not 
been any shorting state recently (NO, in step S25), there is 
not short in PDU 7 so that the motor control apparatus 5 ends 
the short detection process for PDU 7. 

In contrast, if there has been a recent shorting state (YES, 
in step S25), the normal state counter is incremented to 
obtain the normal state duration (step S26). Then, motor 
control apparatus 5 determines Whether the normal state 
duration has reached the speci?ed duration T5 by comparing 
the value of the normal state counter and the threshold value 
Th5 (step S27). The speci?ed duration T5, indicating an 
actual short state, is selected to be larger than the maXimum 
value of the interval T2 (refer to shorting signal in FIG. 3), 
Which is the interval for re-detecting a short by the self 
protection circuit 75. The threshold value Th5 is selected in 
the same manner to the threshold values Th3, Th4. If the 
normal state duration has not reached the speci?ed duration 
T5 (NO, in step S27), there is a possibility that a short has 
actually developed in the PDU 7, so that the process is ended 
Without initialiZing the counters. 
On the other hand, if the normal state duration has reached 

the speci?ed duration T5 (YES, in step S27), it indicates a 
high probability of erroneous detection for the recent short 
state detected by the self-protection circuit 75. Therefore, 
the motor control apparatus 5 initialiZes the normal state 
counter and the shorting duration counter, in preparation for 
a neW short detection process to be undertaken (steps S28, 
S29). NeXt, the motor control apparatus 5 ends the short 
detection process for the PDU 7, after initialiZing the rep 
etition counter Which represents the number of steps to meet 
condition 1 (step S30). 
The steps S25—S30 relate to the erroneous detection 

process of the motor control apparatus 5 to determine 
Whether a shorting state report generated by the self 
protection circuit 75 is due to an erroneous action of the 
self-protection circuit 75. 

NeXt, if it is determined, in step S24, that the cumulative 
shorting intervals has reached the speci?ed duration T3, the 
motor control apparatus 5 determines Whether the repetition 
counter is shoWing “1” to indicate that condition 1 has been 
satis?ed once (step S31). If this value is not “1” (NO, in step 
S31), the eXisting state corresponds to the state at time t4 
shoWn in either FIG. 3 or 4 that condition 1 is satis?ed. 
Then, in order to move to the interval state, the motor control 
apparatus 5 initialiZes the shorting duration counter and 
turns the PDU control ?ag to “OFF” to interrupt outputting 
the control signal 23-1 (steps S32, S33). Further, the motor 
control apparatus 5 sets “1” in the repetition counter to shoW 
that condition 1 has been satis?ed once (step S34), and ends 
the short detection process for PDU. 

If condition 1 has been satis?ed once (YES, in step S31), 
such a state corresponds to the state at time t6 shoWn in FIG. 
4. Therefore, the motor control apparatus 5 determines that 
a short is actually developed in the PDU 7, and turns the 
shorting ?ag shoWn in FIG. 4 to “ON” (step S35). Further, 
the motor control apparatus 5 sets the PDU control ?ag to 
“OFF” to stop outputting the control signal 23-1 (step S36), 
and ends the short detection process for PDU. 
The above steps relate to the short detection process 

performed by the motor control apparatus 5. 
NeXt, the process of checking the voltage of the 12 V 

battery 9 including the setting process of the voltage-doWn 
?ag checked in step S11 shoWn in FIG. 5 Will be eXplained. 
The motor control apparatus 5 is provided With a voltage 

sensor 51 for detecting the voltage of the drive poWer 40 
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supplied by the 12 V battery 9 as shown in FIG. 2. The motor 
control apparatus 5 refers to the voltage value output by the 
voltage sensor 51, and performs a tWo-stage voltage check 
ing process as folloWs: 

stage-1 checking relates to checking of the “voltage 
doWn” state of the 12 Vbattery 9 caused by such factors 
as starting of engine 1 using the starter 19 and insuf 
?cient charging due to lack of regeneration by motor 2 
for some time; and 

stage-2 checking relates to checking of “voltage-low” 
state of the 12 V battery 9 caused by such problems as 
faulty drive poWer supply system. 

First, the outline of the voltage checking process per 
formed by the motor control apparatus 5 Will be explained 
using speci?c example shoWn in FIG. 7. 

Here, the motor control apparatus 5 stores values of the 
threshold voltage V1, and values of threshold intervals A1, 
A2 related to determining the voltage-doWn or voltage-loW 
state of the 12 V battery 9. In this case, V1 is referred to as 
the voltage-doWn threshold, A1 as the voltage-doWn deter 
mination interval and A2 as the voltage-loW determination 
interval. The voltage-doWn determination interval A1 is 
selected by considering the repetition cycles for the various 
processes, and is set to 20 ms, for example. The voltage-loW 
determination interval A2 is selected by considering the 
voltage-doWn determination interval A1 and corresponding 
coef?cients, and set to 100 ms, for example. 

The motor control apparatus 5 stores values of threshold 
voltage Vh beforehand for determining voltage-up or 
voltage-recovery and threshold intervals B1, B2. Here, 
“voltage-up” refers to a state of the 12 V battery 9 that it is 
no longer in the voltage-doWn state, and “voltage-recovery” 
refers to a state that it is no longer in the voltage-loW state. 
Vh is referred to as the voltage-up threshold, B1 as the 
voltage-up determination interval and B2 as the voltage 
recovery determination interval. 

Referring to FIG. 7, if the voltage V of the 12 V battery 
9 falls to the voltage-doWn threshold V1 or beloW (time t11), 
and if this state continues until the voltage-doWn determi 
nation interval A1 (time 12), the “voltage-down” condition 
is satis?ed so that the motor control apparatus 5 changes the 
voltage-doWn ?ag from “OFF” to “ON”. 

If the voltage of the 12 V battery 9 rises the voltage-up 
threshold Vh (time t13) or above and if this state continues 
to voltage-up determination interval B1 (time t14), the 
“voltage-up” condition is satis?ed so that the motor control 
apparatus 5 changes the voltage-doWn ?ag from “ON” to 
“OFF”. 

If the voltage of the 12 V battery 9 falls the voltage-doWn 
threshold V1 or beloW (time t15) and if this state continues 
to voltage-doWn determination interval A1 (time t16) and if 
it further continues beyond the voltage-loW determination 
interval A2 (time t17), the “voltage-loW” condition is satis 
?ed so that the motor control apparatus 5 changes the 
voltage-loW ?ag from “OFF” to “ON”. 

The above steps relate to the process of checking the 
voltage of the 12 V battery 9. 

Next, the details of voltage checking process of the 12 V 
battery 9 by the motor control apparatus 5 Will be explained 
in the folloWing With reference to the ?oWchart shoWn in 
FIG. 8. 

The process shoWn in this ?oWchart is repeatedly per 
formed during an interval from the engine start time to the 
ignition sWitch off time by a separate process from the 
shorting determination process. Also, in the processes shoWn 
in FIG. 8, various ?ags and counters are used by the motor 
control apparatus 5. These ?ags and counters are initialiZed 
by the initialiZing process performed by the motor control 
apparatus 5 When the ignition sWitch is turned on. 

The motor control apparatus 5 compares the voltage V 
detected by the voltage sensor 51 With the voltage-up 
threshold Vh (step S41). 
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If the voltage V is loWer than the voltage-up threshold Vh 

(YES, in step S41), the motor control apparatus 5 compares 
the detected voltage V With the voltage-doWn threshold V1, 
and if the detected voltage V is higher than the voltage-doWn 
threshold V1 (NO, in step S41), the voltage checking 
process is ended. 
When the detected voltage V is equal to or loWer than the 

voltage-doWn threshold V1 (YES, in step S42), the motor 
control apparatus 5 starts timing the continuing state in 
Which the detected voltage V is equal to or loWer than the 
voltage-doWn threshold V1 (referred to as the “doWn 
interval” hereinbeloW). If the timing process ends before 
reaching the voltage-doWn determination interval A1 (NO, 
in step S43), the motor control apparatus 5 ends the voltage 
checking process. 
When the doWn-interval reaches the voltage-doWn deter 

mination interval A1 (YES, in step S43), the motor control 
apparatus 5 changes the voltage-doWn ?ag to “ON” to 
indicate the voltage-doWn state (step S44). 
When the voltage-doWn interval reaches the voltage-loW 

determination interval A2 (YES, in step S45), the motor 
control apparatus 5 changes the voltage-loW ?ag to “ON” to 
indicate the voltage-loW state (step S46), and ?nishes the 
voltage-loW interval timing process and ends the voltage 
checking process. 

Here, the voltage checking process is ended if the timing 
of the doWn-interval is ?nished before reaching the voltage 
loW determination interval A2 (NO, in step S45) also. 
The above steps S42—S46 relate to the process of deter 

mining voltage-doWn/loW for the 12 V battery 9. 
On the other hand, if the detected voltage V is equal to or 

higher than the voltage-up threshold Vh (NO, in step S41), 
the motor control apparatus 5 begins timing the continuing 
When the detected voltage V is equal to or higher than the 
voltage-up threshold Vh to monitor the interval of the 
voltage-up state (referred to as the voltage-up interval 
hereinbeloW). Here, if the timing of the voltage-up interval 
is ?nished before reaching the voltage-up determination 
interval B1 (NO, in step S47), the motor control apparatus 
5 ends the voltage checking process. 
When the voltage-up interval reaches the voltage-up 

determination interval B1 (YES, in step S47), the motor 
control apparatus 5 changes the voltage-doWn ?ag to “OFF” 
to indicate that the 12 V battery 9 is not in the voltage-doWn 
state (step S48). 

Further, When the voltage-up interval reaches the voltage 
recovery determination interval B2 (YES, in step S49), the 
motor control apparatus 5 changes the voltage-loW ?ag to 
“OFF” to indicate that the 12 V battery 9 is not in the 
voltage-loW state (step S50). Then, the motor control appa 
ratus 5 ?nishes the voltage-up interval timing process and 
ends the voltage checking process. If the voltage-loW state 
is a false alarm, and in reality, there is no fault in the poWer 
supply system from the 12 V battery 9, the erroneous 
determination is corrected in the process of carrying out the 
step S50. 

Here, the voltage checking process is ended also, When 
the timing of the voltage-up interval is ?nished before 
reaching the voltage-recovery determination interval B2 
(NO, in step S49) also. 
The steps S41 and the steps S47—S50 relate to the process 

of voltage-up/recovery determination. 
The motor control apparatus 5 performs voltage checking 

process of the 12 V battery 9 according to the various 
processes described above. 

Next, the process of controlling PDU 7 by the motor 
control apparatus 5 based on the results of shorting deter 
mination process and the voltage checking process for the 12 
V battery 9 Will be explained With reference to FIG. 9. 
The process How in the ?oWchart shoWn in FIG. 9 is 

repeatedly performed during an interval from the engine 
start time to the ignition sWitch off time by a speci?c 
process. 
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First, the motor control apparatus 5 checks the PDU 
control ?ag Which is set during the shorting determination 
process. If the PDU control ?ag changes to “OFF” to 
indicate outputting interrupt/stop of the control signal 23-1 
(YES, in step S61), the motor control apparatus 5 interrupts/ 
stops outputting the control signal 23-1 (step S62). Further, 
if the shorting ?ag Which is set during the shorting deter 
mination process is “ON” to indicate short con?rmation 
(YES, in step S63), the motor control apparatus 5 outputs a 
signal to turn on the Warning lamp 41 (refer to FIG. 2), 
installed in front of the driver’s seat, to notify the driver of 
an abnormal condition of PDU 7 (step S64). 

Then, the motor control apparatus 5 checks the voltage 
loW ?ag Which is set during the voltage checking process of 
the 12 V battery 9. When the voltage-loW ?ag changes to 
“ON” to indicate the voltage-loW state (YES, in step S65), 
the motor control apparatus 5 determines, based on the 
signal 21, Whether the revolution speed of the motor 2 
exceeds a speci?c revolution count value (step S66). 

If the revolution speed of the motor 2 is the high speed 
state exceeding the speci?c revolution count value (YES, in 
step S66), the motor control apparatus 5 leaves the main 
contactor 11 in the “ON” position and regardless of the 
demanded motor torque 32-1 from the engine control appa 
ratus 4, outputs the control signal 23-1 so that the counter 
electromotive voltage of the motor 2 becomes loWer (Weak 
electric ?eld control) and motor torque to be Zero (step S67). 
Also, the motor control apparatus 5 noti?es the engine 
control apparatus 4 that real motor toque is Zero, by output 
ting signal 32-2. 

If, on the other hand, the revolution speed indicates that 
the motor 2 is in the loW speed state (NO, in step S66), the 
motor control apparatus 5 stops outputting the control signal 
23-1. Then, the motor control apparatus 5 outputs control 
signal 26 to turn the main contactor 11 to “OFF” and 
changes the ?ag to shoW the state of the main contactor 11 
from “ON” to “OFF” (step S68). Here, the motor control 
apparatus 5 performs the process in step S68 even When the 
high revolution state changes to the loW revolution state 
during the voltage-loW state. 

The steps S65—S68 enables the motor control apparatus 5 
to safely end control of motor 2 during the voltage-loW state 
Which suggests a possibility of faulty poWer supply system 
before the poWer supply is completely exhausted in the 12 
V battery 9. 
When the voltage-loW ?ag changes to “OFF” to indicate 

voltage-recovery (YES, in step S69), the motor control 
apparatus 5 determines Whether the ?ag for the main con 
tactor 11 is in the “OFF” state (step S70). 

If the main contactor 11 is in the “OFF” state (YES, in 
step S70), the motor control apparatus 5 output a control 
signal 26 for turning “ON” the main contactor 11 after the 
motor revolution speed is equal to or beloW a speci?c 
revolution speed (for example, 2500 rpm.) (step S71). 
When the main contactor 11 in the “ON” state (NO, in 

step S70) or the processing of step S71 is ?nished, the motor 
control apparatus 5 outputs the control signal 23-1 so as to 
meet the demanded motor torque output by the engine 
control apparatus 4, and sends a signal 32-2 to report the real 
motor torque to the engine control apparatus 4 (step S72). 

If, although it had been determined that the voltage is loW, 
there is in actual fact no fault in the 12 V battery 9 poWer 
supply system and the voltage is recovered to high, the 
motor control apparatus 5 can return to the normal control 
mode by performing the process described in steps 
S69—S72. 

In the present embodiment, the motor control apparatus 5 
controls PDU 7 based on the results of shorting determina 
tion process and the voltage checking process of the 12 V 
battery 9 according to the various steps described above. 

The present invention is superior because, by basing the 
control of PDU 7 on the results of voltage checking of 12 V 
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battery 9, the motor control apparatus 5 increases its 
response capability to meet the changes in the voltage output 
from the 12 V battery 9. Also, the drive poWer of the 12 V 
battery 9 is normally supplied to the self-protection circuit 
75 as Well as to current sensors 72-1, 72-2, 72-3 and 
temperature sensor 73, but When the voltage of the 12 V 
battery 9 is loW, the motor control apparatus 5 does not 
provide control of PDU 7 so that there is no need to design 
the PDU 7 to operate at loW voltages, thereby loWering the 
cost of PDU 7. 

Also, in the present embodiment, the parallel-hybrid 
vehicle Was shoWn in FIG. 1 as an application of combining 
and distributing the output of motor 2 and engine 1, but the 
present invention is not limited to this type of vehicle. For 
example, the present invention is applicable also to various 
types of hybrid vehicles in Which the motive poWer is 
transmitted/disconnected through the clutch. 

Also, although IGBT Was used as the sWitching element 
for PDU 7 in the present embodiment, the sWitching element 
may be made of poWer-type FET (Field Effect Transistor) 
devices. 

Also, in the present embodiment, the current sensors 72-1, 
72-2, 72-3 provided in PDU 7 are connected betWeen the 
emitter and the collector of tWo series-connected sWitching 
elements so as to detect the current ?oWing in the sWitching 
elements. The reason is that the purpose of the self 
protection function in PDU 7 is to protect the sWitching 
element from damage caused by shorting, therefore, a 
method of self-protection based on the value of the current 
?oWing through the sWitching elements is chosen so as to 
reliably prevent damage to the sWitching elements. 
HoWever, the present invention is not limited to this design, 
and for example, the current sensor may be connected in 
series With the condenser 71 shoWn in FIG. 2 so as to detect 
the input/output current of the condenser 71. Such a design 
alloWs reduction in the number of current sensors, but also 
facilitates a short detection because shorting causes release 
of charges stored in the condenser 71 and causes disturbance 
in the average current in the condenser 71, and the tolerance 
of the current sensor With respect to current can be deter 
mined in accordance With the capacity of the condenser 71. 

Also, in the present embodiment, the self-protection cir 
cuit 75 detects shorting based on the current value ?oWing 
through PDU 7 and the temperature of sWitching elements. 
HoWever, the present invention is not limited to such a 
design so that PDU 7 may have either the temperature sensor 
73 or the current sensors 72-1, 72-2, 72-3, and the self 
protection circuit 75 may detect a short based only on either 
the temperature of sWitching elements or a current value 
?oWing through PDU 7. 

Also, in the present embodiment, the motor control appa 
ratus 5 performs the process shoWn by a dotted box in the 
draWing to determine Whether condition 1 is satis?ed, i.e., to 
indirectly determine Whether the shorting state has been 
detected for a given number of times according to Whether 
the cumulative shorting interval reached the speci?ed dura 
tion T3. When there is an actual short in PDU 7, there is a 
possibility of interval T2 to become Zero, depending on the 
revolution speed of the motor, as shoWn by the short signal 
in FIG. 3. For this reason, if the method is based on detecting 
changes in state of “H” or “L” of the shorting signal 23-2, 
there are situations in Which it is not possible to determine 
Whether the shorting state has been detected for the required 
number of times. HoWever, in order to simplify the detection 
process of the motor control apparatus 5 for the requisite 
number of detection, it is permissible to determine, Whether 
the requisite number of detection has been made to satisfy 
condition 1, by detecting changes in “H” and “L” of the 
shorting signal 23-2. 
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Also, in the present embodiment, the motor control appa 
ratus 5 determines Whether a short has actually been devel 
oped in PDU 7 by satisfying conditions 1 and 2. This is 
because, by having condition 2, it is possible for the motor 
control apparatus 5 to prevent erroneous shorting con?rma 
tion caused by a short break of poWer to PDU 7. In order to 
simplify the detection process, hoWever, it is permissible to 
con?rm that a short has occurred When condition 1 is 
satis?ed, in other Words, by con?rming that the number of 
times of shorting state output from the self-protection circuit 
75 has reached a requisite number or the cumulative interval 
has reached a speci?ed value. 

Also, in the present embodiment, the motor control appa 
ratus 5 determines the voltage-doWn state of the 12 V battery 
9 When the detected voltage V is equal to or loWer than the 
voltage-drop threshold V1 and that this state continues for 
no less than the speci?ed voltage-doWn determination inter 
val A1. This method is preferable because, by so doing, the 
motor control apparatus 5 can reliably determine the 
voltage-doWn state even When the detected voltage V is 
?uctuating in the vicinity of the voltage-doWn threshold V1, 
by disregarding such ?uctuations. HoWever, the present 
invention is not limited to such a design, and for example, 
in order to simplify the short detection process, it is per 
missible for the motor control apparatus 5 to determine that 
the 12 V battery 9 is in the voltage-doWn state When the 
detected voltage V falls the speci?c voltage-drop threshold 
V1 or beloW. Similarly, the motor control apparatus 5 may 
determine voltage-doWn, voltage-up and voltage-recovery 
states of the 12 V battery 9 only according to a relationship 
of the detected voltage V of the 12 V battery 9 to some 
speci?c threshold value. 

Also, in the present embodiment, the motor control appa 
ratus 5 uses tWo different values of threshold voltages, 
voltage-up threshold Vh and voltage-down threshold V1, as 
parameters for checking the voltage of the 12 V battery 9. 
The reason for using tWo threshold values is that these 
threshold values are chosen by considering the normal 
operating voltage as Well as the minimum operating voltage 
of the circuits poWered by the 12 V battery 9. HoWever, in 
order to simplify the processes, one value may be used for 
both threshold voltages, Vh and V1. 

Also, in the present embodiment, the motor control appa 
ratus 5 is provided With a voltage sensor 51 to determine the 
voltage of the 12 V battery 9, hoWever, it is not limited to 
this type of device. For example, the 12 V battery 9 may be 
provided With a voltage sensor so that the detected voltage 
is then sent to the motor control apparatus 5 to determine the 
voltage of the 12 V battery 9. 

The present invention has been demonstrated above With 
reference to the draWings, but the speci?c detailed structures 
are not limited to those shoWn in the diagrams, and modi 
?cations of the basic design principle outlines in the present 
invention are intended to be included in the speci?c 
eXamples demonstrated. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A hybrid vehicle comprising: 
an engine; 

a motor Which operates With electrical energy; 
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a poWer drive unit having sWitching elements to control 

the How of current to operate said motor; and 

a control apparatus for generating control signals to 
operate said sWitching elements; Wherein 
said poWer drive unit is further provided With a self 

protection circuit to interrupt the supply of said 
current to said sWitching elements temporarily for a 
speci?ed interval When a temperature of at least one 
of said sWitching elements is higher than a speci?c 
temperature value or the value of current ?oWing 
through said poWer drive unit is greater than a 
speci?c current value, and to output a signal indi 
cating that said poWer drive unit is in a self 
protection state caused by a current ?oW interrup 
tion; and 

said control apparatus receives said signal from said 
self-protection circuit indicating that said poWer 
drive unit is in the self-protection state, and if a 
number of times said self-protection state is greater 
than a predetermined number or if the cumulative 
time in said self-protection state is greater than a 
predetermined time, said control apparatus prohibits 
said control signal from operating said sWitching 
elements. 

2. A hybrid vehicle according to claim 1, Wherein said 
control apparatus prohibits said control signals When said 
control apparatus sequentially detects, at a predetermined 
duration, a condition that either a number of times said 
signal is received is greater than a predetermined number or 
the cumulative time in said self-protection state is greater 
than a predetermined time. 

3. A hybrid vehicle according to claim 1, Wherein said 
vehicle is further provided With a battery to supply driving 
poWer to at least said self-protection circuit and said control 
apparatus; and said control apparatus stops receiving said 
signal sent from said self-protection circuit When a detected 
voltage of said battery is loWer than a speci?ed voltage 
value. 

4. A hybrid vehicle according to claim 3, Wherein said 
control apparatus decides that said battery is in a voltage 
loW state When a state, in Which said detected voltage of said 
battery is loWer than said speci?ed voltage value, continues 
for a speci?ed voltage-loW determination interval, and 
responds by loWering an eXisting value of the motor torque 
to Zero or by prohibiting said control signals depending on 
the operating conditions of said motor. 

5. A hybrid vehicle according to claim 4, Wherein said 
control apparatus determines that said battery that had been 
in a voltage-loW state is noW in a voltage-recovery state 
When a state, in Which said detected voltage of said battery 
is higher than a speci?ed threshold value, continues for a 
speci?ed voltage-recovery determination interval, and 
responds by outputting a control signal to operate said motor 
so as to adjust an eXisting value of the motor torque to match 
a demanded value of the motor torque. 

* * * * * 


