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(57) ABSTRACT 

Adomed protrusion is foreseen at the inner instep side of the 
shell of a skate boot Which facilitates the getting up of the 
skater from a sideWise splits. Such a skate boot is speci? 
cally suitable as ice-hockey goalkeeper’s skate boot. 
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SKATE BOOT AND GETTING UP AID FOR 
SUCH A SKATE BOOT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a skate boot. The inven 

tion relates also to a shell for a shell skate boot and to a 
getting up aid for a skate boot. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Skate boots are knoWn to come in various designs. 

Speci?cally knoWn are ice-hockey goalkeeper’s skate boots 
because they generally include a boot leg having a lesser 
height than that of skate boots of the rest of a team. These 
skate boots can feature a knoWn, conventional boot design 
or an also knoWn design as shell boot having an outer shell 
of a plastic material and including an inner liner boot. 

One defensive movement of the ice-hockey goalkeeper 
against shots on the goal is a movement called in the 
professional language of goalkeepers “Butter?y”. The 
shanks of the goalkeeper are, thereby, spread out sideWise 
and the skate boots lie at their inner instep side surface partly 
on the ice and the blades are positioned at a large acute angle 
relative to the ice or have no contact With the ice at all. This 
poses for the goalkeeper problems When he Wants to change 
to a different defensive position or back to his normal 
position. Figure-skating ice skaters, When getting up from a 
similar position, eg from a sideWise part or also complete 
splits, can encounter for mentioned reason the same 
problems, too. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Hence, a general object of the present invention is to 
provide a skate boot Which enables speci?cally a goalkeeper 
to get up in a most easy Way from a butter?y position, and 
Where applicable eases also for a ?gure-skater the getting up 
from a sideWise splits. 
A further object is to provide a skate boot having at least 

one domed protrusion at the outer surface of its inner side. 

Due to the fact that a domed protrusion is foreseen at the 
outer surface of the inner instep, thus, of the surface Which 
faces the ice at the sideWise splits a different position of the 
ice skate relative to the ice is effected, such that the angle 
betWeen the blade and the surface of the ice is less acute, or 
that the blade has a better contact With the ice, respectively, 
than in case of a skate boot having the conventional extent 
of its outer shape Without an added domed protrusion. This 
improved contact With the ice facilitates the getting up, so 
that the domed protrusion forms a getting up aid for the 
rising from a speci?c position. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a shell for 

a skate boot Which alloWs a more facilitated rising from the 
“butter?y” position. 

Still a further object is to provide a shell for a shell skate 
boot at Which at least one domed protrusion is foreseen at the 
outer surface of its inner instep. 

The domed protrusion is preferably adjacent the sole area 
of the skate boot or shell, respectively, because of such a 
position it can be dimensioned smaller for achieving the 
same effect than as it Would be When it Would be arranged 
further up in the area of the boot upper. 

Yet a further object of the invention is to provide a getting 
up aid for a skate boot Which at the above described position 
lessens or avoids the stated difficulties When getting up. 

Still a further object is to provide a getting up aid, 
especially for an ice-hockey goalkeeper’s skate boot which 
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2 
includes a body Which is adapted to form a domed protrusion 
at the skate boot and is adapted to be mounted at the outer 
surface of the inner instep of the upper material or to the area 
of the sole. 

Because the getting up aid is designed for a mounting to 
the outer surface of the inner instep area of the boot, it is 
possible to obtain With same the same effect regarding an 
improved angular position of the boot in that the body of the 
getting up aid at the boot forms the respective domed 
protrusion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention Will be better understood and objects other 
than those set forth above Will become apparent When 
consideration is given to the folloWing detailed description 
thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed 
draWings Where: 

FIG. 1 is a side vieW of a shell skate boot; 

FIG. 2 is a vieW of a section of a part of the shell shoWn 
in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 illustrates a body Which is adapted to be mounted 
to a skate boot. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a side vieW of an ice-hockey skate boot 
such as Worn by goalkeepers. The shell 1 With the blade 2 is, 
thereby, illustrated in a side vieW and the inner boot for 
making up the entire boot and Which is set into the shell is 
only schematically illustrated. The design of a skate boot as 
a shell boot With the shell 1 of a plastic material and With an 
inner boot is Well-knoWn and must not be illustrated more 
elaborately. The side vieW of the shell is selected here in 
such a fashion, that a vieW of the inner instep is shoWn, i.e. 
it is that side of the shell is shoWn, Which at a normal parallel 
orientation of the feet faces the other boot. The shell is 
equipped With a domed protrusion 5 Which, in the illustrated 
example, extends roughly in the area Which extends from the 
cap area 3 of the boot to the boot upper area 4 of the skate 
boot. The domed protrusion 5 could also be arranged at a 
different location of the shell 1 or boot, respectively, e.g. 
extending further back to the heel area or in form of a 
plurality of individual domed protrusions arranged betWeen 
the cap area and the heel area. The domed protrusion 5 is, 
hoWever, preferably arranged at the loWer area adjacent the 
sole of the shell or the skate boot, respectively. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a section through the shell along line 
A—A of FIG. 1, Whereby only a part of the shell 1 is shoWn 
in the illustrated section. Again visible is the blade 2 and 
noW also the sole 6 of the shell. FIG. 2 discloses hoW the 
domed protrusion 5 is formed as a part of the shell in that the 
plastic material of the shell is pulled out over the normal 
outer contour of a conventional boot, such as illustrated by 
the broken line 8. To this end in the illustrated example the 
sole area has been lengthened outWards by a portion 7 and 
the domed protrusion section 5 extends still further up into 
the area of the upper 4. 

Obviously, the illustrated preferred embodiment in Which 
the domed protrusion 5 is formed by the material of the shell 
itself is to be understood as an example only. The domed 
protrusion 5 could also be formed by a part mounted on the 
shell as an additional, separate element. This part can consist 
eg of rubber, a plastic material or of a metal and can be 
mounted to the shell 1 by an arbitrary mounting means. Such 
a part, such as illustrated as an example in FIG. 3, can also 
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be mounted as body 10 to an existing skate boot and form 
at the boot a getting up aid With the same effect as the domed 
protrusion 5 illustrated in the example Which is arranged 
already during the manufacturing of the skate boot and 
Which also can be de?ned as getting up aid. The mounting 
of the body 10 Which includes a surface 11 adapted to the 
shape of the boot can be effected by a glueing and/or 
screWing on or a rivetting. 

The domed protrusion can obviously also be arranged at 
a skate boot Which has not been produced as a shell design 
but rather as a conventional boot design. In this case the 
domed protrusion is formed preferably by the already men 
tioned placing of a separate element onto the normal outer 
contour of the boot, could, hoWever, also be formed by the 
outer material of the boot itself. 

The shape of the domed protrusion 5 and its dimensions 
can be varied Within a broad range. The further the domed 
protrusion juts out, the larger the standing up effect for the 
boot Will be When the upper area 4 rests on the ice. A 
preferred range of the projecting of the domed protrusion 
over the normal contour of a conventional boot or a con 

ventional shell, respectively, lies in the range of 4 millime 
ters to 2 centimeters When the domed protrusion is located 
directly adjacent the sole area. If the domed protrusion is 
arranged further up on the boot, it must be dimensioned 
correspondingly larger in order to obtain the same standing 
up effect. The domed protrusion can also be mounted to the 
sole and can extend from the sole beloW the area of the upper 
and/or cap outWards. The shape of the domed protrusion 
may be semi-circular, oval or cornered, such as illustrated in 
the Figure. The domed protrusion may also be equipped With 
gripping elements 9 such as eg prongs or pins Which enable 
the boot to penetrate into the ice of the ice surface at the area 
of the domed protrusion. This can also be of help When 
getting up from the “butter?y” position. 

While there are shoWn and described present preferred 
embodiments of the invention, it is to be distinctly under 
stood that the invention is not limited thereto, but may be 
otherWise variously embodied and practiced Within the 
scope of the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A goalkeeper ice-hockey skate boot With a shell, the 

shell comprising a sole, a blade ?xed on said sole, and an 
upper connected to said sole and having a cap section, a heel 
section and an intermediate section, Wherein said shell has 
an inside adapted to face toWards another like shell and 
comprises on its inside at least one protrusion of one-piece 
construction With said upper adjacent said sole, extending 
only over a part of said shell in spaced-apart relation to said 
heel section, and protruding from the normal outer contour 
of said shell upper by providing a greater thickness of said 
boot upper at said protrusion adjacent said sole, Whereby 
said protrusion increases the angle betWeen said blade and 
the ice surface When said shell is tilted and rests on said ice 
surface With the blade edge and said protrusion. 

2. The skate boot of claim 1, Wherein said protrusion 
projects by a distance in the range of about 4 millimeters to 
about 2 centimeters over any adjacent surface. 

3. The skate boot of claim 1, Wherein said protusion is 
formed by a shell mounted to an outer material of the boot. 

4. The skate boot of claim 1, Wherein elements having 
points adapted to penetrate into ice are arranged at said 
protusion. 

5. A shell for a shell-type goalkeeper ice-hockey skate 
boot, the shell comprising a sole, a blade ?xed on said sole, 
and an upper having a cap section, a heel section and an 
intermediate section, Wherein said shell has an inside 
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4 
adapted to face toWards another like shell and comprises on 
its inside at least one protrusion of one-piece construction 
With said upper adjacent said sole, extending only over a part 
of said shell in spaced-apart relation to said heel section, and 
protruding from the normal outer contour of said shell upper 
by providing a greater thickness of said shell upper at said 
protrusion adjacent said sole, Whereby said protrusion 
increases the angle betWeen said blade and the ice surface 
When said shell is tilted and rests on said ice surface With the 
blade edge and said protrusion. 

6. The shell of claim 5, Wherein said protusion projects by 
a distance in the range of about 4 millimeters to about 2 
centimeters over any adjacent surface. 

7. The skate boot of claim 5, Wherein said protrusion is 
formed by a portion of the material of the shell. 

8. The shell of claim 5, Wherein said protusion is formed 
by an attachment mounted to the material of the shell. 

9. The shell of claim 5, Wherein elements having points 
adapted to penetrate into ice are arranged at said protusion. 

10. An adapter in combination With a goalkeeper ice 
hockey skate boot With a shell or a ?gure skate boot With a 
shell, said shell comprising a sole, a blade ?xed on said sole, 
and an upper having a cap section, a heel section and an 
intermediate section, Wherein said adapter is provided With 
a ?rst curved section formed to ?t on the surface of said 
upper adjacent said sole, extending only over a part of said 
shell in spaced-apart relation to said heel section, and a 
second section forming a protrusion of one-piece construc 
tion With said upper When said adapter is in place, said 
protrusion protruding from the normal outer contour of said 
shell upper by providing a greater thickness of said shell 
upper at said protrusion adjacent said sole, Whereby said 
protrusion increases the angle betWeen said blade and the ice 
surface When said shell is tilted and rests on said ice surface 
With the blade edge and said protrusion. 

11. A ?gure skate boot With a shell, the shell comprising 
a sole, a blade ?xed on said sole, and an upper having a cap 
section, a heel section and an intermediate section, Wherein 
said shell has an inside adapted to face toWards another like 
shell and comprises on its inside at least one protrusion of 
one-piece construction With said upper adjacent said sole, 
extending over a part of said shell in spaced-apart relation to 
said heel section, and protruding from the normal outer 
contour of said shell upper by providing a greater thickness 
of said shell upper at said protrusion adjacent said sole, 
Whereby said protrusion increases the angle betWeen said 
blade and the ice surface When said shell is tilted and rests 
on said ice surface With the blade edge and said protrusion. 

12. A pair of goalkeeper ice-hockey or ?gure skate boots 
With respective shells, each shell comprising a sole, a blade 
?xed on said sole, and an upper having a cap section, a heel 
section and an intermediate section, Wherein each of said 
shells has an inside adapted to face toWards another like 
shell and comprises on its inside at least one protrusion of 
one-piece construction With said upper adjacent said sole, 
extending only over a part of said shell in spaced-apart 
relation to said heel section, and protruding from the normal 
outer contour of said shell upper by providing a greater 
thickness of said shell upper at said protrusion adjacent said 
sole, Whereby said protrusion increases the angle betWeen 
said blade and the ice surface When said shell is tilted and 
rests on said ice surface With the blade edge and said 
protrusion. 

13. A goalkeeper ice-hockey skate boot Without a shell, 
the boot comprising a sole, a blade ?xed on said sole, and an 
upper connected to said sole and having a cap section, a heel 
section and an intermediate section, Wherein said boot has an 
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inside adapted to face towards another like boot and corn- said protrusion increases the angle betWeen said blade and 
prises on its inside at least one protrusion of one-piece the ice surface When said boot is tilted and rests on said ice 
construction With said upper adjacent said sole, extending surface With the blade edge and said protrusion. 
only over a part of said boot in spaced-apart relation to said 14. The skate boot of claim 13, Wherein said protusion is 
heel section, and protruding from the normal outer contour 5 formed by a portion of an outer material of the boot. 
of said boot upper by providing a greater thickness of said 
shell upper at said protrusion adjacent said sole, Whereby * * * * * 


