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FABRIC AND FABRIC ARTICLE MADE 
FROM PLANT MATERIAL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to the ?eld of fabric and 
to articles made of fabric, and more particularly to a method 
of making a fabric and an article made of the fabric having 
the appearance of a plant material. 

It is Well known that fabric having the appearance of a 
plant is useful for many applications. Fabric having the 
appearance of leaves has been used as a camou?age, and 
fabric having the appearance of leaves and/or ?oWers has 
been used for its decorative properties. Many processes are 
knoWn for applying stain or coloring to a fabric to create a 
plant image, or for Weaving a fabric of multiple colors to 
create a plant image. HoWever, such processes produce only 
a simulation of the plant or ?oWer. In many decorating 
applications, it Would be preferable to have a more natural 
plant-like appearance in the fabric. Ideally, actual plant 
material Would be used as a fabric, hoWever, such organic 
material is not practical as a fabric. Untreated plant material 
Will degrade or rot if left in its natural state. It is knoWn to 
dry plant material to preserve it, hoWever, a dried plant is 
brittle and irregularly shaped and is not useful as a textile 
material. What is needed is a fabric material having a more 
natural plant-like appearance. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In light of the limitations of the prior art, it is an object of 
the present invention to provide a process for making a 
fabric and a fabric covered article from actual plant material 
in a manner that preserves the appearance of the plant 
material in the fabric. It is a further object of the present 
invention to provide a fabric and an article covered With the 
fabric made of actual plant material Wherein the fabric 
retains the appearance of the plant material. 

To meet these and other objects of the invention, a process 
is provided for forming a laminate fabric having the appear 
ance of plant material, the process comprising the steps of: 
providing dried plant material; soaking the plant material in 
Water; pressing the plant material against a ?at surface While 
drying the plant material; adhering a ?rst side of the plant 
material to a bottom sheet of a paper or silk material or other 
natural ?ber; and adhering a second side of the plant material 
opposed the ?rst side to a top sheet of a translucent paper or 
silk material or other natural ?ber to form a laminate fabric. 
Further, a fabric is provided comprising a bottom layer of 
paper or silk; an intermediate layer of ?attened dried plant 
material adhered to the bottom layer, and a top layer of 
translucent paper or silk adhered to the intermediate layer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a fabric manufactured in accordance 
With the present invention. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a lamp shade formed from the fabric of 
FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 illustrates a fabric having the appearance of a 
natural plant material and manufactured in accordance With 
the present invention. Fabric 10 is a three layer laminate 
material having a bottom layer 12, an intermediate layer 14, 
and a top layer 16. Bottom layer 12 and top layer 16 are each 
illustrated as a single sheet of a translucent or transparent 
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2 
paper or silk material, although more than one sheet may be 
used in either layer. Top layer 16 is preferably translucent so 
that the pattern of intermediate layer 14 can be seen. Bottom 
layer 12 may be translucent, transparent or opaque. Inter 
mediate layer 14 is a layer of ?attened, dried plant material. 
The three layers 12, 14, 16 are adhered together to form a 
single, ?exible fabric 10 having the appearance of a natural 
plant material. 

The plant material selected for intermediate layer 14 may 
be any of several organic materials selected for their visual 
and physical properties. In certain embodiments the plant 
material forming the intermediate layer 14 may be a plural 
ity of leaves, such as lotus leaves, elephant ear leaves, 
traveler palm leaves, banana leaves, calladium leaves, sea 
grape leaves, or bamboo leaves. Preferably the plant mate 
rial is non-succulent, non-?eshy, translucent, desiccated 
plant material. Leaves or ?oWers may be selected for use in 
intermediate layer 14 in order to provide a pleasing visual 
appearance in the fabric 10. In one embodiment a plurality 
of leaves are used having translucent body portions 18 and 
visible vein portions 20. 

Bottom sheet 12 and top sheet 16 are selected from 
materials that are thin, strong, and preferably translucent. 
Bottom sheet 12 and top sheet 16 may be a hand made paper, 
such as rice paper, banana paper, or onion skin paper, or may 
be a thin, translucent machine made Wood-based paper or 
other natural ?ber. In one embodiment bottom sheet 12 and 
top sheet 16 are each a layer of silk. Bottom sheet 12 and top 
sheet 16 may be formed of the same material or may be 
formed of different materials. The inventor has successfully 
used KiZukishi paper available from The Paper Source, 
Chicago Ill., and Tengucho paper. In one embodiment bot 
tom sheet 12 is selected from a thicker, stronger paper or silk 
material to provide additional strength to fabric 10 While top 
sheet 16 is selected from a thinner, more transparent material 
in order to heighten the visibility of intermediate layer 14. 

Fabric 10 is manufactured by ?rst providing a dried plant 
material for use in preparing intermediate layer 14. As 
described above, the dried plant material may be a plurality 
of dried leaves. It is desirable to utiliZe a dried plant material 
so that the plant material is subject to little or no shrinkage 
once formed into intermediate layer 14. The dried plant 
material is soaked in Water to soften the material, then 
pressed against a ?at surface While being dried in order to 
?atten the plant material. In one embodiment, the inventor 
has placed the soaked plant material betWeen tWo layers of 
an absorbent material, such as neWspaper, and pressed the 
plant material and absorbent material betWeen tWo boards by 
placing a Weight on top of the top board. It may be desirable 
to change the absorbent material periodically to enhance the 
drying process and to avoid the formation of mold on the 
organic material. It is desirable to dry the plant material until 
it is dry to the touch but not so dry as to become brittle, in 
order to ensure ?exibility of the plant material during the 
manufacturing process. The applicant has found that a 
drying period of approximately three days at room tempera 
tures provides adequate results. The soaked plant material 
may also be ?attened, in addition or alternatively, by being 
pressed against a ?at surface While being heated, for 
example by ironing the moistened plant material With a 
Warm iron. An absorbent material may be placed against the 
plant material during this process to draW moisture aWay 
from the plant material as the heat is being applied. 
The plant material is then adhered to the bottom layer 12 

of silk or paper or other natural ?ber. In the embodiment of 
FIG. 1, a plurality of leaves is illustrated as having been 
trimmed and ?t together so that the bottom sheet 12 is 
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covered completely With a single layer of plant material. A 
single layer of plant material is desirable because it provides 
a visible plant appearance to the fabric While at the same 
time allowing a maximum amount of light to pass through 
the fabric. The intermediate layer 14 is adhered to the bottom 
sheet 12 by applying an adhesive to one or both of the layers 
before pressing them together. The adhesive may be any 
material compatible With organic and botanical materials, 
such as Usiki Seal, available from The Lamp Shop of 
Concord, NH, or a diluted hobby glue such as Sobo, 
available from Delta Technical Co., Inc., of Whittier, Calif., 
or Tacky, available from the Aileen Company. The adhesive 
is preferably Water-based but may be a non-Water based 
product. The applicant has also used polyvinyl acetate glue 
available from Light Impressions of Rochester, NY. The 
adhesive may be applied to one side of the plant material 14 
and/or bottom sheet 12 With a soft bristle or foam brush or 
may be applied as a spray. Once the adhesive is applied and 
the bottom layer 12 and intermediate layer 14 are joined 
together, it is preferable to smooth this tWo-layer laminate 
against a ?at surface, such as by rolling the tWo-layer 
laminate With a brayer. Similarly the top layer 16 is adhered 
to the tWo-layer laminate by applying an adhesive and 
pressing the layers together to form the three layer laminate 
forming fabric 10. 

In one embodiment the adhesive may be colored to 
provide an enhanced visual appearance to fabric 10. A 
coloring agent, such as food coloring for example, may be 
mixed into the adhesive to form a colored, translucent 
adhesive. The colored translucent adhesive may be used to 
adhere one or both of the bottom sheet 12 and the top sheet 
16 to the intermediate layer 14. 

Once the adhesive is dry, fabric 10 is suitable for use as 
is. Optionally, a stiffening material, such as styrene, poly 
urethane glue or starch for example, may be applied to at 
least a portion of the fabric 10 in order to decrease the 
?exibility of fabric 10. A stiffer fabric may be more useful 
for certain applications, such as for a lamp shade as dis 
cussed in more detail beloW. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a lamp shade 30 constructed from a 
fabric made in accordance With the present invention. Lamp 
shade 30 has an top ring frame 32 to provide support for the 
shade and an appropriate shape. The lamp shade body 
portion 34 is formed from a fabric made in accordance With 
the present invention. Fabric 10 of FIG. 1 may be formed 
into a predetermined shape, such as the body portion 34 of 
lamp shade 30, prior to the step of applying a stiffening agent 
to the fabric 10. Once a desired shape is obtained, the 
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stiffening material is applied to a least a portion of the fabric 
10 to hold the fabric 10 in the predetermined shape. For the 
embodiment of a lamp shade 30 as illustrated in FIG. 2, the 
fabric 10 forming body portion 34 Will have suf?cient 
rigidity to preclude the need for any additional support 
framing other than top ring frame 32. Other embodiments of 
a fabric covered article utiliZing the fabric 10 in accordance 
With the present invention may include but are not limited to 
a book cover, a purse, a greeting card, or a portfolio. 
Importantly, articles manufactured in accordance With the 
present invention have the appearance of natural plant 
material While having the durability and ?exibility of a 
laminate paper or silk product. 

The embodiments illustrated herein are provided by Way 
of example, not limitation. Accordingly, the full scope of the 
applicants invention is as described in the claims beloW. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A fabric comprising: 

a bottom layer of natural ?ber; 
an intermediate layer of ?attened dried plant material 

forming a sheet that completely covers and is 
co-extensive With the bottom layer and being adhered 
to the bottom layer by a Water-based adhesive, and 

a top layer of non-opaque natural ?ber adhered to the 
intermediate layer by said Water-based adhesive. 

2. The fabric of claim 1 Wherein said adhesive comprises, 
a colored non-opaque Water-based adhesive applied betWeen 
the intermediate layer and the bottom and top layers. 

3. The fabric of claim 1, further comprising a stiffening 
material applied to at least a portion of at least one of the 
bottom and top layer. 

4. The fabric of claim 3, further comprising the fabric 
being formed into a predetermined shape, and a stiffening 
material applied to at least a portion of the fabric to hold the 
fabric in the predetermined shape. 

5. The fabric of claim 4, Wherein the stiffening material is 
selected from the group of styrene, polyurethane glue, and 
starch. 

6. The fabric of claim 1, Wherein the natural ?ber com 
prises one of is selected from the group of rice paper, banana 
paper, and onion skin paper. 

7. The fabric of claim 1, Wherein the bottom layer 
comprises a relatively thicker, stronger material When com 
pared to the top layer comprising a relatively thinner, 
non-opaque material. 


