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To all whom it may concern; ‘ 
Be it known that I, J AMES THOMPSON, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Greeley, 
in the county of Weld and State of Colorado, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Bag-Holders, of which the fol 
lowing is a speci?cation, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. _ 
Myinvention relates to bag-holders for sup 

porting a bag or sack and. holding it open in 
position for ?lling. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a device of the character described 
which maybe manufactured at small cost and 
readily manipulated to release the sack or bag 
after it is ?lled. 
The novel features of the invention will be 

fully described hereinafter and de?ned in the 
appended claims, in connection with the ac 
companying drawings, which form a part of 
this speci?cation. 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of the in 

vention, the bag being shown in dotted. lines. 
Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the same, and 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation showing the spring 
controlled hooks pushed rearward. 
The reference-numerals 1 and 2 designate 

parallel horizontal bars constituting the base 
of the device and secured together by a plat 
form 3. 

4 and 5'designate uprights secured at their 
lower ends to the bars 1 and 2, respectively, 
and connected at their upper ends by a cross 
bar 6 and a transverse strip 7, secured to the 
front sides of the uprights 4 and 5. 
To the center of the transverse strip '7 is 

pivoted a link 8, to which are secured the in 
ner ends of rods 9 and 10, the pivots 11 of 
said rods being located at opposite sides of 
the pivotal point of the link, so that the vi 
bration of the link will move the rods in op 

Y posite directions. . 

45 

50 

To the lower end of the link 8 is pivotally 
secured a rod 12, which extends laterally be 
yond the upright at and is there secured piv 
otally to the short arm of a bell-crank lever 
13, fulcrumed upon a bracket 14, secured to 
the upright Al. 
The rod 12 extends through and is guided 

in a slot 15 of a bracket 16, secured to the in 
ner side of the upright 4B. This bracket 16 
is connected to the outer end of the rod 12 by 

a spring 17, which is centrally coiled and pro_ 
vided with diverging ends, one of which is 
bent to engage an opening in the bracket, 
While the other end engages an‘opening 18 in 
the rod 12. ‘ ‘ 

The rods 9 and 10 extend upwardly at die 
verging angles, and their outer ends are point 
ed or sharpened to engage a bag or sack and 
are supported in eyes 19, projecting from the 
cross-piece 7, and have a sliding movement 
within said eyes when operated by means of 
the bell-crank lever 13. . 
The pointed or sharpened outer ends of the 

rods 9 and 10 are adapted to engage the rear 
side or corners of the bag. 

20 and 21 designate tubes or sleeves the 
rear ends of which extend through and are 
held in openings in the strip 7 and cross-bar 
6. These tubes project forward over the plat 
form 3 parallel to each other and constitute 
supports for the rods 22 and 23, the forward 
ends of which are bent rearwardly and then 
forward to form hooks 24.. The rear ends of 
said rods project beyond the cross-bar 6 and 
are formed with slots 25, through which pro 
ject the ends of a spring, the center of which 
is formed into a vertical coil 26 and is sup 
ported upon a bracket 27, having a vertical 
arm 28, over which the coil 26 ?ts.‘ This con‘ 
struction and arrangement of the spring af 
fords an independent spring-arm 29 for each 
of the rods 22 and 23, so that said rods need 
not necessarily be operated at the same time 
to engage the bag, and hence ‘the bag need 
not be accurately or squarely ?tted over the 
hooks in order to avoid the sagging of one 
corner thereof. 
The operation of the device will be readily 

understood. The bag is ?rst hooked onto 
the pointed ends of the rods 9. and 10, and 
then the rods 22 and 23 are pushed backward 
against their springs suf?ciently to enable 
the bag to engage the hooks 24:. The spring 
arms at the rear ends of the rods then force 
the latter forward to distend the mouth of 
the bag for ?lling. After the bag or sack is 
?lled the bell~crank lever is forced outwardly 
by its handle 30, thus drawing the rods 9 and 
10 inward to release the bag at its rear cor 
ners, when it may be readily disengaged 
from the hooks 24. 

It will be observed that there are no parts 
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to catch or obstruct the bag after its release 
and that the Work of engaging and disengag 
ing the bag may be quickly done from the 
front of the device. 

I claim— 
1. In a bag-holder, the combination with a 

frame comprising uprights and a cross-bar, 
of a link pivotally supported in front of said 
cross-bar; oppositely-extending pointed rods 
pivotally secured at their inner ends to said 
link, a spring-retracted rod secured at its in 
ner end to said link; a lever for operating said 

‘ spring-retracted rod means for supporting the 
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outer ends of said rods; tubes or sleeves the 
rear ends of which are held in openings in 
said cross-bar; rods arranged in said tubes 
and formed with books at their front ends, 
and a spring for engaging the rear ends of said 
hook-rods. _ 

2. In a bag-holder the combination With a 
supporting-frame having a cross-bar, of a 
link pivotally secured in front of said cross 
bar; oppositely -extending pointed rods se 
cured at their inner ends to said link, and 
supported at their outer ends in eyes or keep 
ers; a bell-crank lever fulcrumed at one side 
of the frame; a rod connecting said lever to 
thelower end of said link; a retracting-spring 

for said lever and connecting-rod; tubes or' 
sleeves projecting from the front side of the 
cross-bar, and spring - controlled rods ar 
ranged in said tubes or sleeves and provided 
at their front ends with hooks to engage a 
bag. ' \ 

3. In a bag-holder the combination with 
the frame provided With a cross-bar, of a 
link pivotally secured to said cross-bar, op 
positely-disposed pointed rods pivotally se 
cured at their inner ends to said link and 
supported in keepers at their outer ends; 
means for operating said pointed rods; means 
for engaging the front corners of the bag 
comprising independent rods formed at their 
front ends with hooks, While their rear ends 
extend through the cross-bar; and a spring 
at the rear side of the cross-bar, said spring 
being coiled at its center and ?tting over a 
support and having its ends extending later_ 
ally in opposite directions to form independ 
ent spring-arms for the hook-rods. 

In testimony whereof I af?X my signature 
in presence of two Witnesses. ’ 

JAMES THOMPSON, 
Witnesses: 

T. O. WILLIAMS, 
CHAS. A. WHITE. 
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