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WHITE INK SECURITY FEATURE FOR 
MAILER TYPE BUSINESS FORMS 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

Many business forms, particularly mailer type business 
forms, have the need to provide security for some of the 
information associated thereWith so that only the addressee 
Who opens up a mailing can see the con?dential information, 
or a security document (such as a check, money order, 
negotiable instrument, or the like) or What information is on 
it, contained therein is in fact provided. Typical mailer type 
business forms are shoWn in US. Pat. Nos. 5,294,041, 
5,553,774, 5,376,048, 5,174,493, and 5,201,464, Which are 
formed from a single sheet of paper. Other type mailers 
(including some embodiments in US. Pat. No. 5,174,493) 
include inserts, and other business forms aside from mailers, 
either single ply or multiple ply, also often have the need for 
con?dentiality. Also, many such business forms require 
security features so as to minimiZe the possibility that the 
documents Will be misused. 

Increasing the security of printed matter inside a mailer 
can be effected by increasing the paper Weight, printing 
dense patterns or masking printing on various areas or 
panels thereof, or by printing using non-transparent White 
ink. Security features are then provided in different manners 
including by using microtext, Watermarks, security printing 
in White ink, or the like. Oftentimes security printing in 
White ink is provided utiliZing ?uorescent White ink. 

According to the present invention a business form is 
provided Which provides excellent security, even When 
utiliZed as a mailer type business form, for the contained 
documents or panels, including negotiable instruments, 
While at the same time providing a security feature so as to 
enhance the document’s ability to preclude unauthoriZed 
utiliZation thereof. This is accomplished according to the 
present invention by utiliZing White ink in tWo distinct 
manners, typically in adjacent portions of the same face of 
the business form, in one area the White ink used for security 
printing, While in the other area the White ink is used for 
enhanced opacity, With the security printing reverse printed 
thereon so as to provide both opacity and security functions. 
The White ink utiliZed according to the invention is prefer 
ably non-?uorescent since ?uorescent White inks cause 
problems With scanners. 

According to one aspect of the present invention a busi 
ness form is provided comprising: A sheet of paper having 
?rst and second areas. The ?rst area having security indica 
positively imaged in White ink thereon. And, the second area 
substantially covered by White ink With security indicia 
reverse imaged thereon. The ?rst and second areas are 
typically immediately adjacent each other, and some secu 
rity indicia extends from the ?rst area to the second area, 
being positively imaged White ink in the ?rst area, and 
reverse imaged indicia surrounded by White ink in the 
second area. The White ink in both the ?rst and second areas 
is preferably non-?uorescent, and may have a high density, 
such as about 12—14 lbs. per gallon (eg about 13 lbs. per 
gallon). 

The business form may be a mailer type business form, 
and may include a third area. The third area may have a 
security pantograph (or camou?age printing) thereon. A 
fourth area may also have security printing over a portion 
thereof, and portions distinct from the security printing 
receiving outgoing address indicia and postage indicia (and 
perhaps return address indicia) of the mailer. 
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2 
According to another aspect of the present invention a 

mailer type business form is provided. The mailer type 
business form comprises: A substantially quadrate sheet of 
paper having ?rst and second faces, substantially parallel top 
and bottom edges, and substantially parallel side edges 
substantially perpendicular to the top and bottom edges. At 
least one line of Weakness substantially parallel to the top 
and bottom edges and dividing the sheet into at least ?rst and 
second panels. The ?rst face of the ?rst panel having 
outgoing address, return address, and postage indicia 
thereon. And, another face or panel of the sheet aside from 
the ?rst panel ?rst face having ?rst and second area, the ?rst 
area having security indicia positively imaged in White ink 
thereon; and the second area substantially covered by White 
ink With security indicia reverse imaged thereon. 
The ?rst and second areas are typically immediately 

adjacent each other, and have the type of ink in the security 
indicia extending from one area to the other as described 
above. The ?rst face of the ?rst panel may have security 
printing over a portion thereof, and portions distinct from the 
security printing receiving the outgoing address indicia and 
the postage indicia. Typically at least tWo lines of Weakness 
are provided substantially parallel to the top and bottom 
edges, dividing the sheet into at least ?rst, second, and third 
panels. The second panel is adjacent the ?rst panel and the 
third panel on the opposite side of the second panel from the 
?rst panel. In this case the panel or portion containing the 
White ink may comprise the ?rst face of the third panel. The 
sheet may consist of the ?rst, second, and third panels, and 
the mailer may be a C-fold type mailer (either conventional 
C-fold or eccentric C-fold), or other panels or faces may 
include the White ink thereon and the mailer be made a 
conventional Z-fold, eccentric Z-fold, or V-fold, or the like. 
More than three panels may also be provided and the mailer 
may be doubled C-folded, or have other conventional con 
?gurations. 
The third panel, When separated from the rest of the sheet, 

may comprise a security document (such as a check, money 
order, bond, negotiable instrument, or the like) With security 
document indicia (such as bank name, monetary amount, 
payee, etc.) imaged on at least the second face of the third 
panel. 

It is the primary object of the present invention to provide 
a business form, particularly a mailer type business form, 
With enhanced con?dentiality, as Well as enhanced security, 
so as to enhance the probability that the mailer Will be 
delivered unopened to the addressee, and any security docu 
ment associated thereWith Will be utiliZed only by the payee 
(outgoing addressee). This and other objects of the invention 
Will become clear from an inspection of the detailed descrip 
tion of the invention and from the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top plan vieW of one face of a ?rst exemplary 
form of a mailer intermediate type business form according 
to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a vieW like that of FIG. 1 of the opposite face 
of the mailer intermediate type business form; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged detail vieW of the ?rst face of the 
third panel of the business form of FIGS. 1 and 2 shoWing 
the con?dentiality and security features thereof; and 

FIG. 4 is a top perspective vieW shoWing the intermediate 
of FIGS. 1 through 3 being C-folded into a mailer type 
business form according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

An exemplary mailer type business form according to the 
present invention is constructed from an intermediate, 
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shown generally by reference numeral 10 in FIGS. 1 and 2. 
The intermediate 10, comprises a substantially quadrate 
sheet of paper 11 having a ?rst face 12 (see FIG. 2) and a 
second face 13 (see FIG. 1) With substantially parallel top 
and bottom edges 14, 15, respectively, and substantially 
parallel side edges 16, 17 Which are substantially perpen 
dicular to the top and bottom edges 14, 15. In the exemplary 
form of the intermediate 10 illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the 
business form 10 comprises a mailer type business form 
With pressure activated cohesive patterns 18 associated 
thereWith to alloW C, V, or Z folding of various panels of the 
mailer With respect to each other so as to bring the adhesive 
patterns 18 into contact With each other so that sealing 
thereWith may be effected. Conventional type mailers uti 
liZing such an adhesive sealing system are shoWn in US. 
Pat. Nos. 5,294,041, 5,174,493, and 5,201,464 (the disclo 
sures of Which are hereby incorporated by reference herein), 
and the sealing mechanism per se is conventional. While a 
pressure activated cohesive sealing system is preferred 
according to the invention, other sealing systems may be 
utiliZed, including reWettable adhesive, heat activated 
adhesive, or the like. 

For the particular embodiment of the intermediate 10 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, ?rst and second lines of 
Weakness 21, 22 are provided, Which are substantially 
parallel to the top and bottom edges 14, 15 and divide the 
sheet 11 into ?rst, second, and third panels 23, 24, and 25, 
respectively. Other lines of Weakness, to alloW detachment 
of various portions of the intermediate Which are sealed by 
cohesive or adhesive, such as the lines of Weakness 26, 27, 
28, and 29, also may be provided. The lines of Weakness 21, 
22, and 26 through 29 may be any conventional lines of 
Weakness, such as perforation lines. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1 through 4, the 
intermediate 10 of FIGS. 1 through 3 is C-folded about the 
lines of Weakness 21, 22 to form the business form 30 
illustrated in FIG. 4. The form 30 includes the ?rst face 12 
of the ?rst panel 23 Which ultimately has outgoing address— 
both human readable, 31, and bar code, machine readable, 
32—indicia thereon, as Well as return address indicia 33 and 
postage indicia 34 (see FIG. 4). The face 12 may have a 
pantograph, camou?age, or other security-type printing 
thereon—as illustrated schematically by the areas 35 in 
FIGS. 2 and 4—but at least the outgoing address indicia 31, 
32 area—shoWn generally by reference numeral 36—and 
the postage indicia 34 area—shoWn generally by reference 
numeral 37—in FIGS. 1 and 4 is free of the printing 35, 
being essentially the blank (plain) White paper (or colored 
paper) of the sheet 11. The return address indicia 33 area, 
shoWn generally by reference numeral 38 in FIGS. 2 and 4, 
may also be a plain underlying sheet 11, or may have a 
lighter form of the pantograph, camou?age, or security 
printing 35 thereon. 
On the ?rst face 12 of the second panel 24 of the 

intermediate 10, as illustrated in FIG. 2, another unprinted 
area 39 may be provided While the face 12 of the panel 24 
is otherWise covered by a pantograph, camou?age, or secu 
rity printing 40 like the printing 35. The area 39 may be left 
unprinted because it Will—in the ?nal mailer 30 of FIG. 
4—be aligned With the security feature of the invention, and 
therefore no printing 40 is necessary. The area 39 may thus 
also be provided for other indicia as the user of the mailer 
30 may require. 

The novel feature according to the present invention is 
illustrated most clearly in FIG. 3, and is shoWn in the 
eXemplary embodiment illustrated in the draWings With 
respect to the ?rst face 12 of the third panel 25. HoWever it 
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4 
should be understood that depending upon the particular 
type of business form, or mailer type business form, With 
Which it is utiliZed according to the invention, the novel 
security feature according to the invention may be associ 
ated With other panels or portions of the form 30 or inter 
mediate 10. 

As seen in FIG. 3, the face 12 of the third panel 25 
includes a ?rst area 41 and a second area 42 distinct from the 
?rst area 41. The ?rst area 41 has security indicia 43—in this 
case the Word “secure”, but any other Word, symbol, logo, or 
design that provides a security feature for a negotiable 
instrument or the like—is positively imaged in White ink 
thereon. The White ink forming the indicia 43 preferably is 
non-?uorescent White ink, and is fairly dense, e.g. having a 
density of about 12—14 lbs. per gallon (eg about 13 lbs. per 
gallon). One particularly suitable commercial White ink for 
this purpose is sold by Ron Ink Company, Inc. of Rochester, 
NY. under the trademark “LASERSAFE”, product desig 
nation 213350 (White) Which typically includes varnish, 
pigments, linseed oil, and cobalt, and may include barium 
compounds, soybean oil, technical White oils, and kaolin 
clay. 
The second area 42 is substantially covered by White ink, 

as indicated by reference numeral 44, the White ink being 
opaque and making the business form 30 essentially com 
pletely opaque in the area 42. Security indicia 45 (again 
indicated by the Word “secure”, but being any suitable 
Words, symbols, logos, or the like) is reverse imaged on the 
White ink 44. That is Where the actual letters of the indicia 
45 in FIG. 3 are present there is no White ink, but rather the 
underlying substrate of the paper sheet 11. The White ink 44 
is preferably also LASERSAFETM ink as described above 
With respect to the ink for the indicia 43. 
As seen in FIG. 3, preferably the areas 41, 42 are 

immediately adjacent each other (having one or more border 
lines, as indicated schematically at 46 in FIG. 3), and some 
security indicia eXtends from the ?rst area 41 into the second 
area 42. In this case the security indicia extending from one 
area 41 to the other 42 is positively imaged White ink 43 in 
the ?rst area 41, and reverse imaged indicia 45 surrounded 
by White ink 44. 

In the embodiment illustrated in the draWings the third 
panel 25 comprises a security document, such as a bank 
check, money order, negotiable instrument, or the like. 
Particularly the second face 13 of the third panel 25 includes 
the indicia illustrated in FIG. 1 Which includes a payment 
amount indicia 50, date indicia 51, payee indicia 52, bank 
indicia 53, authoriZing signature indicia 54, and the like. On 
the face 12 of the panel 25—as seen in FIG. 3—may be other 
associated security and document indicia, such as lines and 
indicia for an endorsing signature, as illustrated generally at 
56 in FIG. 3. 

For the particular embodiment illustrated in the draWings, 
according to the invention, in the construction of the mailer 
type business form 30 from the intermediate 10 the sheet 11 
is ?rst folded about the line of Weakness 22 to bring the 
second face 13 of the third panel 25 into contact With the 
second face 13 of the second panel 24, and then the ?rst 
panel 23 is folded about the line of Weakness 22 so that the 
second face 13 of the third panel 23 comes into contact With 
the ?rst face 12 of the third panel 25. That is, the interme 
diate is C-folded to produce form 30. The form 30 is then 
passed through a conventional sealing mechanism (the eXact 
mechanism dependent upon the type of cohesive or adhesive 
18 that is utiliZed) to form the completed mailer. The mailer 
30 is then sent out to the outgoing addressee 31 Who opens 
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up the mailer, endorses at 56 and then cashes the security 
document 49 (see FIG. 1) provided by the third panel 25 of 
the sheet 11. 

While the invention has been described speci?cally With 
respect to a single sheet three panel C-folded mailer, it is to 
be understood that the invention is equally applicable to 
other types of single sheet mailers or multiple sheet business 
forms. For eXample the invention is applicable to Z-fold 
(either eccentric or standard) mailers, V-fold mailers, eccen 
tric C-fold mailers, double fold mailers, double-C fold 
mailers, or the like, depending upon the number of panels 
and con?guration. Also the invention is applicable to busi 
ness forms that are not mailers, or to mailer type business 
forms that include inserts such as security documents (like 
negotiable instruments), and/or return envelopes. 

While the invention has been herein shoWn and described 
in What is presently conceived to be the most practical and 
preferred embodiment thereof it Will be apparent to those of 
ordinary skill in the art that many modi?cations may be 
made thereof Within the scope of the invention, Which scope 
is to be accorded the broadest interpretation of the appended 
claims so as to encompass all equivalent structures and 
products. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A business form comprising: 
a sheet of paper having ?rst and second areas; 

said ?rst area having security indicia positively imaged in 
White ink thereon; and 

said second area substantially covered by White ink With 
security indicia reverse imaged thereon. 

2. Abusiness form as recited in claim 1 Wherein said ?rst 
and second areas are immediately adjacent each other. 

3. A business form as recited in claim 2 Wherein some 
security indicia eXtends from said ?rst area to said second 
area, being positively imaged White ink in said ?rst area, and 
reverse imaged indicia surrounded by White ink in said 
second area. 

4. A business form as recited in claim 3 Wherein said 
business form is a mailer type business form. 

5. Abusiness form as recited in claim 4 Wherein said White 
ink in both said ?rst and second areas is non-?uorescent. 

6. Abusiness form as recited in claim 5 Wherein said White 
ink has a density of about 13 lbs/gallon. 

7. Abusiness form as recited in claim 5 further comprising 
a third area, and Wherein said third area has a security 
pantograph thereon. 

8. Abusiness form as recited in claim 7 further comprising 
a fourth area, said fourth area having security printing over 
a portion thereof, and portions distinct from said security 
printing receiving outgoing address indicia and postage 
indicia. 

9. Abusiness form as recited in claim 1 Wherein said White 
ink in both said ?rst and second area is non-?uorescent. 

10. A business form as recited in claim 1 Wherein said 
business form is a mailer type business form. 

11. A business form as recited in claim 10 further com 
prising a third area, said third area having security printing 
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over a portion thereof, and portions distinct from said 
security printing receiving outgoing address indicia and 
postage indicia. 

12. A business form as recited in claim 1 Wherein said 
White ink has a density of about 13 lbs/gallon. 

13. A mailer type business form comprising: 

a substantially quadrate sheet of paper having ?rst and 
second faces, substantially parallel top and bottom 
edges, and substantially parallel side edges substan 
tially perpendicular to said top and bottom edges; 

at least one line of Weakness substantially parallel to said 
top and bottom edges and dividing said sheet into at 
least ?rst and second panels; 

said ?rst face of said ?rst panel having outgoing address, 
return address, and postage indicia thereon; and 

another face or panel of said sheet aside from said ?rst 
panel ?rst face having ?rst and second areas, said ?rst 
area having security indica positively imaged in White 
ink thereon; and said second area substantially covered 
by White ink With security indicia reverse imaged 
thereon. 

14. A mailer type business form as recited in claim 13 
Wherein said ?rst and second areas are immediately adjacent 
each other. 

15. A mailer type business form as recited in claim 14 
Wherein some security indicia eXtends from said ?rst area to 
said second area, being positively imaged White ink in said 
?rst area, and reverse imaged indicia surrounded by White 
ink in said second area. 

16. A mailer type business form as recited in claim 13 
Wherein said ?rst face of said ?rst panel has security printing 
over a portion thereof, and portions distinct from said 
security printing receiving said outgoing address indicia and 
said postage indicia. 

17. A mailer type business form as recited in claim 13 
Wherein at least tWo lines of Weakness substantially parallel 
to said top and bottom edges are provided, dividing said 
sheet into at least ?rst, second, and third panel, said second 
panel adjacent said ?rst panel, and said third panel on the 
opposite side of said second panel from said ?rst panel; and 
Wherein said another face or panel of said sheet aside from 
said ?rst panel ?rst face comprises said ?rst face of said third 
panel. 

18. A mailer type business form as recited in claim 17 
Wherein said sheet consists of said ?rst, second and third 
panels; and Wherein said mailer is a C-fold type mailer. 

19. A mailer type business form as recited in claim 17 
Wherein said third panel, When separated from the rest of 
said sheet, comprises a security document With security 
document indicia imaged on at least said second face of said 
third panel. 

20. A mailer type business form as recited in claim 13 
Wherein said White ink in both said ?rst and second areas is 
non-?uorescent. 


