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ARBITRARY FUNCTION GENERATOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to arbitrary function gen 
erators and the implementation of such function generators 
in a manner that allows ease of programming and a high 
degree of interaction With the target application. 
Speci?cally, the arbitrary function generator of the present 
invention provides radio frequency (RF) control and gradi 
ent control in a Magnetic an Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
system. 

2. Description of Related Art 
In MRI, the subject is placed in a strong static magnetic 

?eld and exposed to RF Waves. The subject absorbs the RF 
energy and then re-radiates the RF over a short period. The 
re-radiated RF signal can be detected andAused to construct 
an image of the subject. MRI is in general clinical use, but 
is still an active research area. 

To effect imaging, it is necessary to change the magnetic 
?eld during the imaging sequence. Special gradient coils are 
used to produce changes in the magnetic ?eld in the X, Y, 
and Z dimensions. Gradient ampli?ers supply the individual 
electric currents through the gradient coils. An ampli?er’s 
current output is proportional to an external control value 
that can be changed rapidly. The external control value may 
be a small voltage or current, or may be supplied directly in 
digital form. The device used to produce the time varying 
control value is a function generator. 

The generated RF signal must also be precisely controlled 
in frequency, phase, amplitude, and duration. Typically, a 
separate frequency synthesiZer is used to set the base fre 
quency. Then one or tWo function generators are used to 
modulate the frequency and other parameters. 

Because the gradient and RF functions control the timing 
of an MRI sequence, it is often convenient for the functions 
to be tagged With markers that are then used as triggers for 
other parts of the system. For example, a marker can be 
placed in the read gradient function to tell the RF receiver 
When to begin sampling the input RF signal. 

There are a number of commonly used basic sequences of 
functions for producing images, for example, Spin Echo and 
Gradient Echo. From these sequences come the logical 
names often given to the orthogonal gradient dimensions: 
Read, Phase, and Slice. These logical gradients may be 
arbitrarily rotated before being applied to the actual gradient 
devices Which are referenced by X, Y, and Z. 

For a given subject, each sequence must still be tuned and 
adjusted in order to get a satisfactory image. More poWer 
might be required to necessitating an increase in the RF 
function amplitude. A particular part of the function may 
need to be delayed in order to change contrast. The imaging 
point may have to be moved to home in on a particular 
anatomical feature. These changes may require the interac 
tion With an operator vieWing previous images. The function 
generator reprogramming time adds to the delay from opera 
tor change to image display so that minimiZing this time is 
desirable. 
Many function generators rely on hardWare implementa 

tions so that functions are not easily modi?ed or repro 
grammed. HardWare “pre-coding” is commonplace such that 
a dedicated microprocessor With static RAM may hold the 
function descriptions that are reused. HoWever, Where it Was 
once reasonable for function generators to conserve 
resources by reusing signi?cant portions of a sequence, 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 
some neWer sequences are unique end-to-end and have 
extreme demands for function memory that need to be 
accommodated. In order to meet minimum requirements, 
function generators often employ specialiZed signal proces 
sors embedded into the architecture. When the demand for 
improved performance arises, costly and time-consuming 
reengineering delays are encountered in engineering the neW 
technology in the hardWare. 

Magnetic ?elds in gradients experience memory of their 
recent history, or hysteresis. It is commonplace in MRI 
imaging to compensate for this by modifying the control 
function pattern driving the ampli?ers. This is often done in 
special hardWare connected betWeen the function generators 
and the ampli?ers. Once again, the reliance on hardWare to 
perform the functions makes modi?cations and reprogram 
ming more dif?cult. 

There is a need for a function generator that reduces 
reliance on hardWare dependencies and may be repro 
grammed quickly and ef?ciently. In addition, it is important 
to provide a user interface that simpli?es the description of 
functions so that the function generator can respond appro 
priately. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention, an arbitrary function generator, is 
an instrument for producing one or more Waveforms for 
arbitrary applications Wherein a general-purpose Waveform 
production capability is customiZed to meet the demands of 
speci?c applications. Using the present invention, Wave 
forms may be scaled arbitrarily in amplitude and in time. 
The arbitrary function generator of the present invention is 
implemented as a standalone system that may be integrated 
into a MRI control system. In a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, a softWare system comprising a delivery 
component, a con?guration component, a scaling 
component, and a triggering component is used to imple 
ment the features and functions of the present invention. The 
various softWare components communicate in accordance 
With a shared memory database. Data structures comprising 
Waveform descriptions and tuning parameters are made 
available to the various softWare components through the 
shared memory database. 
An operator Working at a console may enter Waveform 

descriptions and tuning parameters initially in textual form. 
The textual Waveform descriptions are then translated into 
binary Waveform descriptions. The binary Waveform 
descriptions may be further scaled, rotated, etc. virtually in 
real-time. The functions related to the Waveform descrip 
tions may then be delivered to a hardWare synchroniZation 
board that controls the device associated With the function 
generator. 
When used in conjunction With a MRI control system, the 

present invention provides an operator With greater ?exibil 
ity in con?guring neW applications and imaging sequences. 
Using the present invention, an operator is not required to 
reprogram gradient or RF functions as With prior art sys 
tems. The present invention provides an operator With 
greater control and also dynamic control over the functions 
as they may be scaled in amplitude and in time and rotated 
in accordance With operator instructions. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING(S) 

FIG. 1 is a generaliZed block diagram of the primary 
components for a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a How chart of the primary steps for performing 
the method of the present invention; and 
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FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a MRI control system in 
Which the present invention has been incorporated. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S) 
Referring to FIG. 1, a generalized block diagram of the 

primary components for a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention is shoWn. The present invention is com 
prised of ?ve primary components: a Delivery component, 
a Con?guration component, a Scaling component, a Trig 
gering component, and a Synchronization component. The 
Delivery, Con?guration, Scaling, and Triggering 
components, preferably, are implemented in softWare to 
alloW for greater ?exibility and control. The SynchroniZa 
tion component, preferably, is a hardWare component. 

ADelivery component 10 accepts text Waveform descrip 
tions and dynamic tuning parameters from an operator or 
other source. The text Waveform descriptions and dynamic 
tuning parameters are processed and stored in shared 
memory data structures 12, 14 for further processing by a 
con?guration component 16. 
From shared memory structures 12, 14, a Con?guration 

component 16 con?gures internal data structures including 
the translation of textual Waveform descriptions into binary 
(computer internal form) Waveform descriptions. The 
descriptions and tuning parameters may have application 
speci?c constructs. The con?gured Waveform descriptions 
and tuning parameters in the form of binary data structures 
stored in shared memory 18, 20 are further processed by a 
Scaling component 22. 
From binary Waveform descriptions that are in shared 

memory data structures 18, 20, a Scaling component 22 
generates one or more function value streams. Preferably, 
each stream is partitioned into triggerable sequences or 
segments such that the last value in a given sequence or 
segment is tagged With a PAUSE indicator Which marks a 
pause pending receipt of the next trigger, and Where the last 
value of the last sequence or segment is tagged With a STOP 
indicator, and delivery of the function value streams into 
FIFO (First In, First Out) queues 24. The binary data 
structures may have application speci?c ?elds. 

ATriggering component 26 extracts function values from 
FIFO queues 24 and processes them in accordance With 
markers or indicators contained in the stream of function 
values (e.g., PAUSE, STOP, etc.). The Triggering compo 
nent implements trigger timing by counting values as they 
are extracted and, When a PAUSE indicator is detected, 
inserts ?ller values until the next trigger time, then resumes 
extraction from the FIFO queues 24 and delivery of such 
continuous streams of values to hardWare FIFO queues 28 
until STOP indicators are encountered. Application speci?c 
processing may be included in this step. 
A SynchroniZation component 30 extracts values from 

multiple hardWare FIFO queues 28 and, With synchroniZa 
tion utiliZing an external hardWare clock pulse, delivers 
values in digital or analog form to a synchroniZation board 
in the device to be controlled. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
Delivery 10, Con?guration 16, scaling 22, and Triggering 26 
components are implemented in softWare as separate pro 
grams. To facilitate communications betWeen the softWare 
components, a shared memory database is used With all 
programs mapping to the shared memory, With information 
stored as parameters of several types (integer, integer array, 
real, real array, text strings, logical), and With the parameters 
accessed utiliZing a subroutine library Where the parameters 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

4 
are referenced by name. By using a library call, it is possible 
to get the address of the actual location in memory Where a 
data item is stored. To create shareable arbitrary binary data 
structures 18, 20, a database parameter is created Which has 
the desired length. Then, the memory is referenced directly, 
bypassing the subroutine interface. 

Examples of data structures that may be used to imple 
ment the features and functions of the present invention are 
as folloWs. It is understood that other data structures may be 
used to facilitate communication betWeen the various com 
ponents of the present invention. 

FUNCTIONiDESCRIPTOR (array element) 
DBiID structure 
FUNCTIONiLENGTH integer 
FUNCTIONiADDRESS address 

TUNINGiDESCRIPTOR (array element) 
DBiID structure 
PARAMETERiADDRESS address 

PARSEDiSEGMENTiDESCRIPTOR (array element) 
FUNCTIONiFILENAME string 
LABEL string 
AMPLIiSCALERiDBiNAME string 
TIMEiSCALERiDBiNAME string 
REPEATiSTARTiLABEL string 
REPEATiENDiLABEL string 
FLAGS 

PAUSE bit 
STOP bit 
MARKl bit 
MARKlE bit 

RUNiSEGMENTiDESCRIPTOR (array element) 
FUNCTION_LENGTH integer 
FUNCTIONiADDRESS address 
AMPLiSCALERiADDRESS address 
TIMEiSCALERiADDRESS address 
FLAGS 

PAUSE bit 
STOP bit 
MARKl bit 
MARKlE bit 

GRADIENTiFIFO 
FIFOiLENGTH integer 
READiINDEX integer 
WRITEiINDEX integer 
FLAGS[] integer array 

PAUSE bit 
STOP bit 
MARKERl bit 

X[] real array 
Y[] real array 
Z[] real array 

In the Delivery component 10, a supervisory control 
program operates the gradient instrument by Writing values 
to database parameters. The control program may reside on 
the same computer system as the gradient instrument 
system, or it may reside on a separate netWorked computer. 
In the latter case, special delivery agent programs using 
TCP/IP messages move parameter values betWeen the com 
puters. The parameters may change dynamically so that 
functions do not have to be reprogrammed. For example, 
parameters may be changed quickly and easily at the begin 
ning of a neW imaging sequence. 

Preferably, the folloWing database parameters are created 
When the system is started With the given initial values 
(names starting with S5 are local to the gradient system): 
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-continued 

Name Type Initial Value PAUSE This keyword means that after this segment, the function is 
not played out further until a trigger is received. 

GRADIENTiCONTROL logical DONE 5 STOP This keyword means that the full sequence is completed. 
$SCALEiCONTROL logical DONE OFFSET The indicated amplitude is added to the function value after 
$TRIGGER string " " amplitude scaling and step-scaling are applied. The amplitude is 
GRiREAD string " " speci?ed as a constant or database parameter as previously 

GRiPHASE string " " described. 

GRiSLICE string " " 

GRiROLL real 0.0 10 _ _ 

GRiPrTCH real 0.0 To handle some special cases in MRI where waveforms 
GRDYAW real 0-0 are repeated, e.g., phase gradients are scaled as a function of 
$ROTATION real “@1331 1-O O-O O-O a row, the following are de?ned. When a REPEAT function 

0.0 1.0 0.0 . . . . . . . 

O0 00 10 15 used, each repetition has an implied repeat index in the 

GRiTRIGGER logical SOFTWARE 15 range 0—(N-1) 
GRiEXTiTRIGiENABLE logical NO 
$TRIGGERiENABLE logical YES 
GRiPREEMPHASIS logical NO 
GRiPREEMPHiA real arrayi4> 3, 16] an OS EVERY nnn The repeat index is divided by nnn. 

ISTEP /?le/ Label is the name of an integer array indexed with the 
20 repeat index and producing a new repeat index. 

Additional local and global Database parameters are FSTEP The function described by ?lename is actually the conca 

created to satisfy tuning parameter references from within tehahethfef hhmherii’fitrsptehttl?hs sepatreteifhhehehs- The 
. correc IlI'lC 1011 1S S6 6C 6 y 6 repea In 6X. 

the CTRfREAD’ GRipHAsE’ and GRisLlcE funcnon STEP Must be supplied if stepping and EVERY, ISTEP, or 
descnptlons as descnbed be1OW~ FSTEP not used to indicate step scaling being done. When 

Preferably, the gradient or waveform descriptions (GRi 25 stepplthgg gle a/mphthse Seahg 15 “Self sealed by 1 ' (2 * 
. . repea fin 6X repea iCOIlI'I . 

READ, GRiP'HASE, GRiS'LICE) are text strings which M1 Insert marked atbeginning 
describe functions as a series or collection of segment M115 or end Of Segment 
descriptions separated with the symbol “+” as follows: M2 Insert markerZ at beginning 

t t M2E or end of segment. 
Segmen +_Seg_men +' ' ' _ _ M3 Insert marker3 at beginning 

The descriptions and associated tuning parameters may be 30 M315 or end Of Segment 
entered by an operator who types in the text through a M4 Insert marker4 at beginning 
keyboard and console. Parameters and descriptions may be M4E or end of Segment 
saved in ?les that the operator may access later for speci?c 
or custom applications. Other devices and user interfaces A5 de?ned herein, the descriptions that may be provided 
may facilitate the process of receiving input from an opera- 35 are suf?cient to generate functions and triggering in software 
tor. For example, an operator may use a trackball to effect by resuming functions at the appropriate time. 
changes to tuning parameters in real-time. Alternatively, an In the Con?guration component 16, if GRiREAD, 
operator may interact with a graphical user interface com- GRiPHASE, GRiSLICE have been modi?ed, then a struc 
prising a variety of controls for specifying tuning parameters tural recon?guration may be performed as described in the 
and descriptions. Once completed, the descriptions are sent 40 following. The Con?guration component 16 parses 
to the Delivery component 10 for processing. A simple GRiREAD, GRiPHASE, and GRiSLICE gradient 
segment description contains the name of the ?le which has descriptions into three arrays of PARSEDiSEGMENTi 
a series of values which are the normalized amplitudes of a DESCRIPTORs that directly correspond to the textual 
waveform and the names of two database parameters that are descriptions, but are in binary form for easier processing in 
used to scale the waveform in amplitude and time. 45 the following steps. 
A segment in the most general way is described by The PARSEDiSEGMENTiDESCRIPTORs are then 
?lename Habel/ amplitude duration PAUSE STOP scanned. For each ?le speci?ed, a database array is created 

applicationispeci?cikeywords or and initialized with the values ‘from the file, and a 
REPEAT ?ab 611/ /1abe12/ numberiofirepe??ons EUNCTIONiDESCRIPTOR entry 15 created with informa 

Where 50 tion on ?nding the database array. The PARSEDi 
' SEGMENTiDESCRIPTORs are scanned again. For each 

amplitude scalar or time scalar, a TUNINGiDESCRIPTOR 
entry is created which points to a database tuning parameter. 

?lename Names a ?le containing a textual description of the waveform At thiS point, all information required t0 build the runtime 
as an arbitrary hhmher of ‘fahles in the range +- 1-O- If the 55 READ, PHASE, and SLICE segment descriptions is known. 
keyword REPEAT is used in place of the ?lename, the seg- The PARSEDiSEGMENTiDESCRIPTORS are Scanned 
ments from label1 to label2 are repeated the _ 
numberiofirepetitions times_ and RUNiSEGMENTiDESCRIPTOR entries are created 

/label/ Provides a way for application speci?c keys to reference SO that there iS an entry for each independently adjustable 
1_ d segments- _ h h f d b 1 segment. Where repeating segment ranges have been 

amp itu e A constant in t e range +— 1.0 or t- e name 0 a ata ase rea — 6O Speci?ed, a Separate RUNiSEGMENTiDESCRIPTOR 
valued parameter which may be ad]usted over the _ _ _ 
range +— 1.0. This is used to scale the amplitude of the entry 15 Created for each repennon' 
function where 1.0 represents full scale. If any Of GRiROLL, GRiPITCH, or GRiYAW have 

duration A clonsltang With range >51}? of tile nslfne if an mtg/ger- Or been modi?ed, a new rotation matrix is computed and stored 
rea 'Va ue Paraheer W m can 6 a Juste .ov?i’r he in the 3x3 real array $ROTATION. This will be used by the 
range >= 1.0. This is used to scale the function in time. For _ _ 

65 Scaling component 22 to rotate the read, phase, and slice the MRI gradient and MRI RF application the values represent 
microseconds. gradients before applying them to the x, y, and Z gradient 

coils. The 3x3 matrix may be derived as follows: 
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cosYcosR —cosYsinR sinY 
cosPsinR+sinPsinYcosR cosPcosR-sinPsinYsinR —sinPcosY 
sinPsinR-cosPsinYcosR sinPcosR+cosPsinYsin cosPcosY 

Where R is roll angle (rotate around slice axis), P is pitch 
angle (rotate around read axis), Y is yaW angle (rotate around 
phase axis). 

The Scaling component 22 steps through the three RUNi 
SEGMENTiDESCRIPTOR arrays performing the indi 
cated amplitude and time scaling. As many output values are 
generated as required to achieve the desired time duration 
With the clocking rate used by the synchronizing step 
described beloW. Each time step produces a read, phase, and 
slice value. If a PAUSE ?ag is encountered for one of the 
segments in an array, then the last value is repeated until all 
of the arrays are detected in PAUSE state at Which time 
processing advances to the next segment for all three arrays 
concurrently. 

The values are rotated by multiplying the 1x3 (read, 
phase, Write) array by the 3x3 rotation matrix to get a 1x3 
array (X, Y, Z). 

The Scaling component 22 stops sequence playout (i.e., 
stops ?lling the softWare FIFO queues 24) When the Read, 
Phase, and Select sequences are PAUSED and at least one of 
Read, Phase, or Select is STOPPED. 

The objects of the Triggering component 26 are tWofold. 
First, partial sequences that pause aWaiting triggers are 
expanded into continuous streams. Second, algorithms 
Which depend on seeing this continuous stream of values are 
executed, speci?cally a gradient preemphasis ?lter function. 

Normally, When values are extracted from the X, Y, Z, and 
Flag FIFO queues 28, the read pointer is advanced. If the 
FIFO Flag PAUSED is set, the read pointer is NOT 
advanced. Because each extracted value is to be played out 
by hardWare at a ?xed clock rate, time may be tracked by 
counting samples. Before each extraction, a check is made 
to see if the trigger time has arrived, and, if so, and triggers 
are enabled, the read pointer is advanced. Triggers may be 
permanently enabled in Which case the effect is to have 
triggering at a uniform rate. Alternatively, the trigger enable 
may be bound to an external event, such as the expansion of 
a patient’s chest cavity by a certain amount. In the latter 
case, the trigger time then becomes the minimum time 
betWeen triggers. 

The trigger time may be set from a database parameter at 
the start of each imaging sequence. Preferably, the parameter 
is locally scaled to re?ect the time per value. For example, 
if the gradient system is to deliver a sample every 4 
microseconds and TR contained 3000 milliseconds, then the 
TRIGGERING program effectively triggers every 3000 mil 
liseconds*1000 microseconds/millisecond*1 sample/4 
microsecond=750,000 samples. 

The values are then delivered to the SynchroniZation 
component 30. In a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the Synchronization component 30 comprises a 
synchroniZation board. The output function values are deliv 
ered synchronously With an externally supplied clock pulse. 
The gradient ampli?ers are then controlled in accordance 
With the descriptions and tuning parameters that have been 
entered by an operator. 

Referring to FIG. 2, a How chart of the primary steps of 
the method of the present invention is shoWn. First, in step 
40, a description and tuning parameters for a Waveform are 
obtained, for example, from an operator typing text at an 
operator’s console. In the next step 42, the description and 
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8 
tuning parameters are stored in shared memory data struc 
tures. In step 44, binary data structures are created from the 
shared memory data structures. The binary data structures 
are also stored in shared memory in step 46. In step 48, 
function value streams are generated from the binary data 
structures and in step 50, are sent to a synchroniZation board. 
In step 52, the operator has the option of changing the 
description or tuning parameters in order to generate differ 
ent function value streams. If the operator chooses to change 
the description or tuning parameters at step 52, the process 
begins again at step 40 and the data structures in shared 
memory are modi?ed accordingly. The operator may enter 
neW tuning parameters to generate neW function value 
streams. No reprogramming is required to change the func 
tions as neW function value streams Will be generated based 
on the old descriptions and the neW tuning parameters 
entered by the operator or obtained from another source. 

Referring to FIG. 3, a MRI control system in Which the 
present invention has been incorporated is shoWn. As shoWn 
in FIG. 3, the MRI control system may be comprised of an 
independent Operator Console 60, Transceiver 62, Arbitrary 
Function Generator 64, and Safety and Table 66 that com 
municate in accordance With a netWork 68. The Operator 
Console 60 may be used to obtain the textual descriptions 
that are processed by the Arbitrary Function Generator 64 in 
accordance With the methods and system of the present 
invention. The Arbitrary Function Generator 64 provides 
information to the Transceiver 62 in accordance With the 
methods and system of the present invention. The partition 
ing as shoWn alloWs each module or subsystem to function 
independently of the other modules or subsystems so that 
processing requirements of each may be addressed indepen 
dently. Other partitionings of the various functions may be 
used as Well. 
While the invention is described using particular 

examples, it should be noted that these examples are for the 
purpose of explanation only and not as limitations on the 
invention Which is de?ned by the accompanying claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A system for generating functions, comprising: 
a delivery component for accepting Waveform descrip 

tions and tuning parameters; 
a ?rst shared memory database for storing said Waveform 

descriptions and tuning parameters; 
a con?guration component for translating said Waveform 

descriptions and tuning parameters into binary data 
structures; 

a second shared memory database for storing said binary 
data structures; 

a scaling component for generating at least one function 
value stream from said binary data structure; 

a triggering component for processing said at least one 
function value stream in accordance With markers in 
said at least one function value stream; and 

a synchroniZation component for accepting said at least 
one function value stream processed by said triggering 
component. 

2. The system of claim 1 Wherein said functions are 
gradient and RF functions for controlling a MRI system. 

3. The system of claim 1 Wherein said binary data 
structures describe a Waveform as a collection of segment 
descriptors. 

4. The system of claim 3 Wherein said segment descriptors 
comprise a pointer to a normaliZed Waveform comprising an 
arbitrary number of digital values, said segment descriptors 
also comprising pointers to values used to scale said Wave 
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form in amplitude and time, said descriptors comprising 
various markers, one of said markers being used as a ?ag to 
signal a pause until triggered. 

5. The system of claim 1 Wherein said function value 
streams provide control for logical X, Y, and Z axis gradi 
ents. 

6. The system of claim 1 Wherein said tuning parameters 
are combined With said function value streams to effect 
rotation to produce output streams for physical X, Y, and Z 
gradients. 

7. The system of claim 1 Wherein said triggering compo 
nent buffers said function value streams. 

8. The system of claim 1 Wherein said triggering compo 
nent processes said function value streams Without pause 
markers using values from said function value streams from 
the time of triggering until a pause ?ag is encountered, and 
supplying ?ller values from the point said function value 
streams stop until a next trigger is effected. 

9. Amethod for generating functions comprising the steps 
of: 

(a)obtaining a description and tuning parameters for a 
Waveform; 

(b)storing said description and tuning parameters in data 
structures; 

(c)creating binary data structures from said data struc 
tures; 

(d)generating function value streams from said binary 
data structures; and 

(e)sending said function value streams to a synchroniZa 
tion board. 

10. The method of claim 9 Wherein said step of obtaining 
a description and tuning parameters comprises the step of 
entering a textual description and tuning parameters at an 
operator console. 

11. The method of claim 9 further comprising the steps of: 
(f)obtaining a neW description and tuning parameters; and 
(g)generating neW function value streams based on said 
neW description and tuning parameters. 

12. The method of claim 9 further comprising the step of 
storing said data structures and binary data structures in a 
shared memory database. 

13. The method of claim 9 further comprising the step of 
partitioning said function value streams into triggerable 
sequences. 

14. The method of claim 9 Wherein the step of sending 
said function value stream to a synchroniZation board com 
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prises the steps of delivering said function value streams to 
?rst in, ?rst out queues. 

15. An arbitrary Waveform generator, comprising: 
a delivery component adapted to receive textual Wave 

form descriptions and tuning parameters; 
a con?guration component adapted to translate said tex 

tual Waveform descriptions and tuning parameters into 
binary Waveform descriptions; 

a scaling component adapted to generate function value 
streams from said binary Waveform descriptions, said 
function value streams comprising markers for parti 
tioning said function value streams into triggerable 
segments; 

a triggering component adapted to process said function 
value streams into queues in accordance With said 

markers; and 
a synchroniZation component for extracting said function 

value streams in said queues and delivering values in 
said function value streams to a synchroniZation board. 

16. The arbitrary Waveform generator of claim 15 further 
comprising a shared memory database for storing said 
textual and binary Waveform descriptions and said tuning 
parameters. 

17. The arbitrary Waveform generator of claim 15 Wherein 
said scaling component is adapted to scale said binary 
Waveform descriptions in amplitude. 

18. The arbitrary Waveform generator of claim 15 Wherein 
said scaling component is adapted to scale said binary 
Waveform description in time. 

19. The arbitrary Waveform generator of claim 15 Wherein 
said function value streams comprise gradient and RF func 
tions for controlling a MRI system. 

20. The arbitrary Waveform generator of claim 15 Wherein 
said function value streams control for logical X, Y, and Z 
axis gradients. 

21. The arbitrary Waveform generator of claim 15 Wherein 
said tuning parameters are combined With said function 
value streams to effect rotation to produce output streams for 
physical X, Y, and Z gradients. 

22. The arbitrary Waveform generator of claim 15 Wherein 
said delivery component is adapted to receive said textual 
Waveform descriptions and tuning parameters from an 
operator at a console. 
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