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To @ZZ 1071/0711, ¿t may concern: 
_ .Be it known that I, MARY LYONs, of New 
York, in _the county of New York and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Body-Braces; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
same. ` ~ 

This invention contemplates certain new 
and useful improvements in body-braces. 
_ The object of the invent-ion is to provide a 
brace which will insure to the wearer the 
proper hygienic position of the body by throw 
ing back the shoulders and prevent protrud 

' ence of the abdomen. 
A further object is to provide means» for 

regulating the tensions and positions of the 
parts and insure perfect contact with the 
body and also render the brace applicable for 
use by different persons. 
The invention will be hereinafter fully set 

forth, and particularly pointed ont in the 
claims. ‘ 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure l is 
a view in perspective. Fig. 2 is a rear view 
of the shoulder pads and braces. Fig. 3 is a 
horizontal sectional view on line 3 3, Fig. 2. 
Fig. et is a sectional View on line et 4, Fig. 2, 
with parts broken away. Fig. »5 is an en 
larged view of one of the hinges. Fig. 6 is 
a sectional view thereof on line 6 6. Figs. 7 
and S are front and longitudinal sectional 
views of the breast and abdomen pads. Figs. 
9 and 10 are views of slight modifications of 
the shoulder-braces. 
Referring tothe drawings, A designates two 

pads, which are connected together by a hori 
zontal cross-piece a, which may be so con 
structed as to be adjustable. In this way the 
two pads may be made to fit squarely against 
the shoulder-blades of persons of diiferent 
sizes. Depending from this cross-piece isa 
bar ct', which is held by a pivot. This bar is 
rendered extensible by a sliding section a2 
thereof, which is held to the bar proper by a 
spring-plate b, having a lug b’ at its free end. 
This spring-plate is fast at one end to the 
outer face of the section n.2, and its lug pro 
jects through a hole in said section and is 
designed to engage any one of a series of 

holes b2 in bar a’.' In practice the lower end 
of bar a' iits in a belt C, which is passed 
around the Wearer’s waist. 
D D designate two shoulder-braces, which 

at their inner ends are hinged to pads A. 
These braces may be made of thin springy 
metal or any other suitable material and are 
so bent or curved that they will extend over 
and engage the shoulders of the wearer. 'A 
small pad d, such as a piece of leather, in 
closes the extreme end of each brace. The 
pads being placed against the shoulder-blades . 
and the ends of the braces against the fronts 
of the shoulders, the wearer is made to as 
sume a perfectly erect position ,with the shoul 
ders well thrown backward. 
As different degrees of pressure are requi~ 

site for difterentpersons or at various stages 
in the treatment of any one person,e.ach shoul 
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der~brace is capable of being positioned at va- _ 
rions angles relative to the pad to which it is 
secured. Each brace at its inner end is hinged 
to a short plate e, fast within the pad A. The 
central barrel c’ of this hinge, which barrel is 

75 

preferably the turned~over end of plate e, is .~ 
formed with a series of exterior grooves or 
threads c2, eXt-endin g longitudinally thereof. 
With this threaded barrel engages the thread 
ed periphery of a small disk or wheel e3, 
mounted on the brace proper. By inserting 
a key Y in a central squared opening c4 of 
this wheel the latter may be readily turned, 
and being in engagement with the threaded 
barrel of the rigidly-held plate c the brace will 
be caused to turn on its hinge and assume 
any desired angle or pitchrelatively to the 
pad. Intowhateverposition itisthusbrought 
the brace will be held as against turning on 
its hinge, the Wheel c3 serving as a lock. 

If desired,for the purpose of providing fora 
varying tension on the shoulders and to per 
mit of the free movement thereof in addition 
to the yielding of the brace, each brace may 
be made as shown in Figs. 9 and 10. The 
brace is shown in Fig. 9 as being composed of 
two sections l and 2, united together by an 
elastic or yielding section 3, such asa' series 
of coiled springs similar to those employed in 
certain forms of suspenders, while in Fig. 10 
a section 4 of rubber _is substituted for the 
coiled springs. 
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E designates a breastpad,and F an abdomi 
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nal pad, which are mounted, respectively, on 
the upper and lower ends of an extensible 
barf by means of adjustable hinges f', simi 
lar in every respect to the hinges by which 
the shoulder-braces are united to the shoul 
der-pads. Each hinge has its complementary 
adjusting and locking wheel f2, by turning 
which the pitch or inclination of the two pads 
may be regulated to suit the íigure of the 
wearer. Both pads normally proj ect inwardly 
at an anglJe to their supporting-bar, the up 
per pad belng against the breast of the wearer, 
while the lower pad presses inwardly against 
the abdomen. In this way the wearer of my 
brace is caused to assume the proper hygienic 
position-the shoulders well thrown back 
ward and the abdomen held in. The bar of 
the front pads is held in place by the belt C, 
which is buckled tight around the wearer’s 
waist. 
This body-brace is designed, primarily, for 

temporary use around the house for a speci 
ñed period each day until the body of the 
wearer has been made to assume the proper 
upright position. 
A brace such as is herein described has 

most superior advantages, and by means 
thereof rounded or stoop shoulders, hollow 
chests, and protruding abdomens may be 
readily and effectively cured. 

I claim as my invention 
l. The body-brace herein described, com 

prising two pads connected together and de 
signed to bear against the shoulder-blades of 
the wearer, shoulder-braces projecting diago 
nally upward from such pads and having for 
wardly and downwardly bent curved portions 
designed to extend over and engage the fronts 
of the shoulders7 and means for regulating 
the tensions ofthe shoulder-braces, substan 
tially as set forth. 

2. The body-brace herein described, com 
prising two pads connected together and de 
signed to bear against the shoulder-blades of 
the wearer, shoulder-braces extending diag 
onally upward from such pads and having for* 
wardly and downwardly bent curved portions 
designed to extend over and at their forward 
ends engage the fronts of the shoulders, and 
means for setting said shoulder-braces at dif 
ferent angles relatively to said pads, substan 
tially as set forth. 

3. The body-brace herein described, corn 
prising two pads designed to bear against the 
shoulder-blades of the wearer, yielding shoul 
der-braces secured to said pads and having 
forwardly and downwardly extended hooked 
portions, and means for regulating the ten 
sions of the shoulder-braces, substantially as 
setv forth, said braces being designed to ex 
tend over and engage the fronts of the shoul 
ders, as stated. 

4. A body-brace having two pads for the 
shouldenblades, bent or hooked shoulder 
braces projecting from such pads,hinges unit 

ing said braces and pads, comprising an exi 
teriorly-threaded barrel, and a disk or wheel 
having peripheral threads engaging said 
threaded barrel, substantially as set forth. 

5. The body-brace herein described com> 
prisin g two pads designed to bear against the 
shoulder-blades of the wearer, an adjustable 
connection between said pads, and shoulder 
braces extending from said pads having forà 
wardly and downwardly bent or curved por 
tions designed to engage the fronts of the 
shoulders, substantially as set forth. 

6.> The body-brace herein described com' 
prisin g two pads designed to bear against the 
shoulder-blades of the wearer, an adjustable 
connection between said pads,shou1derbraces 
extending from such pads and having bent 
or curved portions designed to engage the 
fronts of the shoulders, and means for adjust 
ing and holding said shoulder-braces in fixed 
relations to said pads, substantially as set 
forth. 

7. The body-brace herein described com 
prisin g two pads designed to bear against the 
shoulder-blades of the wearer,shoulderbraces 
extending from said pads and designed to 
pass over and engage the fronts of the shoul 
ders, means for regulating the tensions 0f the 
shoulder-braces, a connection between said 
pads, an extensible bar pivoted to and de 
pending from said connection, and a belt, de 
signed to encircle the wea rer’s waist, for en 
gaging and »holding said bar, substantially as 
set forth. 

8. A body-brace having two padded mem 
bers designed to bear against the shoulder 
blades of the wearer, braces for the shoulders 
designed to extend over and contact at their 
ends with the fronts of the shoulders, chest 
and abdominal pads, means for increasing or 
lessening the bracing force of each pad, su p 
ports for said pads, and means for engaging 
and holding said supports to the body of the 
wearer, substantially as set forth. 

9. The body-brace herein described, com 
prising an upright` bar designed to extend 
over the chest and abdomen of the wearer, 
pads on the upper and lower ends of said bar, 
two pads designed to bear against the shoul 
der-blades of the wearer,a connection between 
said latter pads, shoulder-braces secured to 
said latter pads and designed to extend over 
the shoulders of the wearer, a bar depending 
from said connection between the shoulder 
pads and having an extensible section, and a 
belt or strap designed to engage both of said 
bars when encirclingtthe wearer’s waist, sub 
stantially as set forth. ¿ 
In testimony whereof I have signed this 

specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

' MARY LYONS. 

Witnesses: 
OWEN WARD, 
SAMUEL AMES. 
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